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JUNE 27, 2004

Posted: June 30, 2004

Salih Mohammed Salih, Hosey
ATTACKED

Hosey

CENSORED

Salih, the editor and chief reporter of the bimonthly magazine Hosey, was
assaulted by soldiers from the Afghan national army at a checkpoint near the
capital, Kabul. Hosey is a Pashto-language magazine focusing on the culture
of Pashtuns, the largest ethnic group in Afghanistan.
According to Khalid Hadi, the magazine's publisher, Salih was bringing
the entire print run of Hosey in a rented car from Pakistan, where the
magazine is printed, to Kabul, where Hosey is based, when soldiers at a
checkpoint stopped his car and searched it. When the soldiers looked through
the magazine and saw that it was written in Pashto, they destroyed the
magazines and attacked Salih, beating him with their hands and rifle butts.
While the soldiers were assaulting him, they accused Salih of being a
Pakistani and a member of al-Qaeda, Hadi told CPJ.
According to local sources, the Afghan army is dominated by ethnic Tajiks
and members of other minority ethnic groups in Afghanistan. These groups
are often biased against ethnic Pashtuns, whom they perceive as being loyal to
the deposed Taliban government or to al-Qaeda.
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The soldiers later released Salih, and his driver drove him to Kabul. Salih
sustained back injuries in the attack and has trouble walking, according to
Hadi. He visited a local clinic after the attack, Hadi said.(20)
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