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Introduction

When we are constantly told that there is widespread disillusionment with the
political system, it is gratifying to observe that it remains a subject of intense
study. There is much to examine. Constitutional change is in the air. Politicians
are seeking new ways to combat voter apathy. This third edition of the Dictionary
comes at a highly relevant time.

The democratic structure of the United Kingdom has changed and is changing.
Devolved legislatures and Assemblies are in place in Scotland and Wales. A
devolved Assembly in Northern Ireland remains in abeyance until political
dialogue is resumed. The devolution process is still evolving. The dividing line
between what is devolved and what is reserved will inevitably be subject to
ongoing debate. Questions will continue to be raised about the role of MPs at
Westminster who represent parts of the United Kingdom which control their own
domestic affairs.

Devolution does not necessarily stop at the borders of England. The English
regions are expected to have the opportunity of deciding whether they too would
prefer a new unit of devolved government. If agreed, this would have a knock-on
effect on the existing structure of local government both in metropolitan and shire
areas. What is already a non-uniform pattern of provision looks set to become
more varied still.

The present Government has re-lit the blue touch paper of House of Lords reform,
starting with the partial abolition of the hereditary peers in 1999. It has continued
to burn slowly. In a democracy, there should arguably be no contest between the
legitimacy of an elected and an appointed second chamber. However, in the
United Kingdom the issue is clouded with unresolved questions over powers,
systems of election and scope of prime ministerial patronage. Hybrid solutions
abound, all with their champions. But when given an opportunity in early 2003,
the House of Commons could not resolve the matter of Lords’ composition. The
end of what was begun is not yet in sight.

The evolution of the European Union also has an impact on internal democratic
structures. Whether it is through the pressure of European integration or the wider
process of globalisation, there are complaints from people that more is happening
which is outwith their control. National parliaments across Europe are stirring as
they sense that they are losing ownership of legislation. The much talked about
democratic deficit has yet to be addressed to the satisfaction of many
parliamentarians and people.

It is perhaps the growing perception that ordinary people have less and less
influence in important decisions affecting their lives, which has increased voter
alienation and has affected participation in elections. This has prompted debate
about ways to make elections more user friendly. E-voting and non-traditional
polling stations are under active consideration, but the highest profile experiment
to date has been the introduction of all postal ballot elections. Early evidence
suggests that turn-out increases, but so allegedly does the risk of fraud. The jury



(in this case the Electoral Commission) is still out. If eventually information
technology is fully harnessed to the electoral process, a distant prospect is held out
of almost instant elections in which voters will have at their fingertips
comprehensive information about parties and candidates. The ramifications for all
concerned would be profound.

By a variety of means, contact between the elected and their electors may be
increasing, but the quality as well as quantity of those exchanges needs to be
addressed. For a democratic system to work properly there has to be dialogue.
But can dialogue adequately be achieved by electronic means or paper surveys?
Electors and elected need to debate together so that the comparative strengths of
various propositions can be tested. Through better two-way communication, it is
important to ensure that disappointment does not automatically lead to feelings of
rejection. The true test of a democracy is how it deals with minorities. Everyone
cannot be in the majority on every issue.

The media might be expected to provide the channels through which information
and ideas can flow. Yet too often there is an emphasis on entertainment or
controversy for its own sake in reporting parliamentary and political events.
Opinion has priority over fact. Parliament is more often sketched than reported.

Members of the public are often candid in admitting that there is much they do not
know. A great deal can be picked up from this Dictionary to improve people’s
confidence in negotiating their way through the system.

But politics and Parliament can only be brought alive through debate, the injection
of ideas, the clash of personality and a degree of passion. The political system is
not a private club; it is a broad public network which anyone can enter. The more
people do so, the healthier democracy will be whether at village, town, city,
national and, even international levels. If this Dictionary encourages participation
as well as study, it will be doubly welcome.

Rt Hon Sir Alan Haselhurst MP

Chairman, Ways and Means and Deputy Speaker
House of Commons



Preface

This dictionary provides the user with the basic vocabulary used in the fields of
government and politics, especially in the United Kingdom, the European Union
and the United States, and also contains some more informal terms used in the
media. The subject matter covers national legislatures, elections, local
government, parliamentary and council procedure, international affairs and
political parties and theories.

Each entry is explained in clear straightforward English. Examples are given to
show how the words and phrases are used in normal contexts. Many words also
have comments of a more general nature, giving encyclopedic information about
procedures and institutions. At the back of the book there are supplements giving
information about the political and legislative systems in the United Kingdom, the
European Union and the United States.



Pronunciation Guide

The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of the main
words in the dictionary.

Stress is indicated by a main stress mark (') and a secondary stress mark ().
Note that these are only guides, as the stress of the word changes according to its
position in the sentence.

Vowels Consonants

® back b buck

a: harm d dead

D stop d other

ar type dz jump

av how f fare

ar hire g gold

auvo hour h head

o1 course ] yellow

o1 annoy k cab

e head 1 leave

ed fair m mix

el make n nil

eu go D sing

31 word p print

it keep r rest

i happy s save

k) about I shop

I fit t take

19 near tf change

u annual 0 theft

ur pool v value

[§) book w work

09 tour X loch

A shut 3 measure
z zone



A

AAFC abbreviation Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada

abandon /o'bandon/ verb to give
up or not to continue something o to
abandon a Bill, an action to give up
trying to promote a Bill

abdicate /'zbdikert/ verb to give up
the position of king or queen of a
country

abdication /&bdi'kerf(a)n/ noun
the act of giving up the position of
king or queen of a country

abide by /o'baid bar/ verb to obey
something such as an order or a rule o
The government promised to abide by
the decision of the High Court. o The
rebels did not abide by the terms of the
agreement.

abjuration /,ebdzua'rerf(a)n/
noun the act of giving up something
abjure /ob'd3uo/ verb 1. to give up
something 2. US to swear not to bear
allegiance to another country

abode /o'boud/ noun the place
where someone lives (formal)  right
of abode

abolish /5'bolif/ verb to put an end
to an institution or practice o The
Chancellor of the Exchequer refused
to ask Parliament to abolish the tax on
alcohol. o The Senate voted to abolish
the death penalty.

abolition /,&bo'lif(a)n/ noun an act
of putting an end to an institution or
practice o to campaign for the aboli-
tion of the death penalty o Anarchists
advocate the abolition of the state.
abrogate /'zbrogert/ verb to over-
turn a treaty or law

abrogation / abro'gerf(o)n/ noun
the act of overturning a treaty or law

absence /'xbsans/ noun the fact of
not being where you usually are or
where you are expected to be. , leave
of absence o in the absence of when
someone is not present o In the ab-
sence of the chairman, his deputy took
the chair. o apologies for absence the
list of members of a committee or oth-
er group who have apologised for not
being able to attend a meeting, read
out at the beginning of the meeting
absent /'zbsont/ adjective not
present

absentee / abson'tiz/ noun a per-
son who does not attend a meeting or
event when they are expected
absentee  ballot /&bsen'ti
baelat/ noun same as postal vote
absolute government / absslu:t
'‘gavomont/ noun government by a
person or group of people who exer-
cise total power and where the ordi-
nary population has no vote and no
say in the government of the state
absolute majority / @bsalu:t ms
'd3zpriti/ noun the situation of having
more votes than all other candidates or
parties combined o In the alternative
vote system, if no candidate has an ab-
solute majority at the first count, the
second preferences are counted.
absolute privilege /absslu:t
'‘privilid3/ noun a privilege which
protects an MP speaking in the House
of Commons from being sued for def-
amation or libel

absolutism ['&ebsalu:,tiz(a)m/
noun the political theory that a gov-
ernment should have total power
absolutist /&xbso'lu:tist/ adjec-
tive, noun a person who believes the
government should have total power



abstain

abstain /ob'stemn/ verb not to do
something deliberately, especially not
to vote o Sixty MPs abstained in the
vote on capital punishment.

abstention /ob'stenfan/ noun the
act of deliberately not doing some-
thing, especially voting o The motion
was carried by 200 votes to 150, with
60 abstentions.

abstract /'zbstrekt/ verb to make a
summary of a document or speech

abuse noun /o'bju:s/ 1. the wrong
use of something o The Chancellor of
the Exchequer has introduced a Bill to
correct some of the abuses in the
present tax system. o abuse of Parlia-
ment something that is breaks accept-
ed parliamentary rules of conduct o
abuse of power the use of legal pow-
ers in an illegal or harmful way o
abuse of rules the use of rules to
achieve a purpose which is open to
criticism, e.g. the use of the right to in-
troduce a motion into the House of
Commons to prevent a debate from
continuing 2. rude or insulting words
3. bad treatment of a person, often of
a sexual nature (NOTE: no plural for (2)
or (3)) m verb/a'bjuiz/ 1. to use some-
thing wrongly o It was claimed that
the government whips had abused the
rules of the House of Commons by
preventing full discussion of the Pri-
vate Members Bill. o to abuse your
authority to use your authority in an
illegal or harmful way 2. to say rude
words to someone o He abused the po-
lice before being taken to the cells. 3.
to treat someone badly, often in a sex-
ual way

ACAS /‘eikas/ abbreviation Adviso-
ry Conciliation and Arbitration Serv-
ice

ACC /,ex si: 'sit/ abbreviation Asso-
ciation of County Councils

accede /ok'si:d/ verb 1. to sign an
international treaty or agreement o In
1972 Britain acceded to the European
Economic Community. 2. to take up an
official position, especially as king or
queen o accede to the throne 3. to ac-
cept or agree with something o to ac-

cede to a request or demand to do
what someone wants

access /'zkses/ noun 1. the oppor-
tunity to use or do something o access
to education and healthcare 2. the op-
portunity to meet someone important
o They have access to the Prime Min-
ister and are said to influence the de-
cisions he takes. m permission to ob-
tain or see private or secret informa-
tion o fo have access to personal
records m noun 1. a way of getting to
aplace o level access to the seating ar-
eas o wheelchair access 2. the right of
the owner of a piece of land to use a
public road which is next to the land o
She complained that she was being
denied access to the main road.
(NOTE: no plural) m verb 1. to get in-
formation, e.g. to be able to obtain
data from a computer o The staff in the
Housing Department can access
records on all properties and tenants.
2. to get to a place

accession /ok'se[(a)n/ noun 1. the
act of signing an international treaty
or agreement 2. the occasion of taking
up an official position o accession to
the throne the occasion of becoming
King or Queen

accession country /sk'se[(s)n
kantri/ noun a country that will be-
come or has recently become a Mem-
ber State of the European Union
Accession Treaties /ok'se[(o)n
[trirtiz/ plural noun the international
agreements establishing the condi-
tions under which countries become
Member States of the European Union

accommodation centre /5,kpmo
'derf(a)n ,senta/ noun a place where
people live while their request to enter
and remain in a country is considered
account /o'kaunt/ noun 1. a de-
scription of, or explanation for, some
event or situation o The minister gave
a full account to Parliament of the ac-
cident. 2. a financial statement (NOTE:
Often used in the plural.) m verb to
give an explanation of some event or
situation, especially a bad one o They
will have to account to their constitu-
ents for this failure. o to consider



activist

something carefully as part of doing
something else o The Committee will
take account of the report of the Royal
Commission or will take the Royal
Commission’s report into account
when drafting the Bill.

accountability /5 kaunta'biliti/
noun the situation of being required to
explain what has happened and take
responsibility for it o the accountabil-
ity of elected representatives to their
electors o There have been demands
for increased accountability for minis-
ters.

accountable /o'kauntob(a)l/ ad-
jective being required to explain what
has happened and take responsibility
for it o Ministers are accountable to
Parliament.

accredit /o'kredit/ verb to appoint
somebody as an envoy or ambassador
to represent their country abroad

accredited /o'kredit1d/ adjective 1.
chosen and officially appointed to rep-
resent an organisation o an accredited
agent 2. chosen and appointed by one
country to represent it in an official ca-
pacity in another country o She is ac-
credited as her country’s ambassador
to the United Nations.

acculturation /s kaltju'rerf(a)n/
noun the assimilation of parts of a dif-
ferent culture

acknowledge /ok'nolidz/ verb 1.
to accept that something is true or nec-
essary o We acknowledge there were
mistakes made in the past and we must
learn from them. 2. to confirm that
something has been received, such as
aletter o The office of the Ombudsman
has acknowledged receipt of the letter.
3. to thank someone publicly or offi-
cially for something they have done o
I'd like to take this opportunity to ac-
knowledge all the hard work that has
gone into making this campaign such
a success. 4. to recognise rights or au-
thority officially o They refused to ac-
knowledge the new regime.

acknowledgement ok
'nplidzmant/ noun 1. acceptance that
something is true or necessary o There

is almost universal acknowledgment
of the need to take global warming se-
riously. 2. a letter or card to say that
something has been received o She
wrote to her MP and received an ac-
knowledgement  immediately. 3.
thanks for something that has been
done o acknowledgement of her role in
the achievement

acquis communautaire French
words meaning ‘established commu-
nity rights’: the contents of the various
treaties agreed to by the Member
States of the European Union, which
have gradually built up a body of law
under which the EU operates

act /zkt/ noun a law which has been
approved by a law-making body. See
Comment at bill (NOTE: In the United
Kingdom, laws are approved by Par-
liament and in the USA by Con-
gress.)

COMMENT: Before an Act becomes

law, it is presented to Parliament in

the form of a Bill. See notes at BILL.
active citizenship  / «ktiv
'sitizonf1p/ noun the full involve-
ment of people in a variety of forms of
politics, including voting, joining a
party or pressure group, campaigning
or standing for election o It is impor-
tant for the survival of democracy that
active citizenship should be encour-
aged.

activism /'zktiviz(a)m/ noun ener-
getic and sometimes aggressive sup-
port for a social or political cause

activist /'ektivist/ noun 1. a person
who is very active in pursuing social
or political change, sometimes by ex-
treme means 2. a person who works
regularly for a political party, some-
times a person who is in disagreement
with the main policies of their party or
whose views are more extreme than
those held by the majority of their par-
ty o The meeting was disrupted by an
argument between the chairman and
left-wing activists. o Party activists
have urged the central committee to
adopt a more radical approach to the
problems of unemployment. Also
called party activist



Act of Parliament

Act of Parliament /akt ov
'pailomant/ noun a decision which
has been approved by Parliament and
has received the Royal Assent and so
becomes law

Act of Union /akt ov 'juinjon/
noun the act of 1801, by which the
parliaments of Great Britain and Ire-
land were joined to form the United
Kingdom

Act of Union with Scotland
/, ekt av ,juinjon wid 'skotlond/
noun the parliamentary act of 1707
which joined England and Scotland
together to form Great Britain

actual possession /xktfual pa
'zef(9)n/ noun the occupation and
control of land and buildings

actual value /&ktfual 'valju/
noun the real value of something if
sold on the open market

actuarial tables / &kt[ueariol
'tetb(a)lz/ plural noun lists showing
how long people are likely to live,
used to calculate life assurance premi-
ums

additional member system /s
dif(a)nal 'membs ,sistom/ noun an
electoral system used in elections for
the Scottish Parliament, Welsh As-
sembly and Greater London Assem-
bly, where a proportion of the repre-
sentatives are elected by the first-past-
the-post system, and the others by a
party list system, giving additional
members to ensure the result is more
proportional (NOTE: Note: the system
operates in some countries with the
constituency representatives elected
by a majoritarian system)

address /o'dres/ noun 1. a formal
speech o In his address to the meeting,
the mayor spoke of the problems fac-
ing the town. o In his State of the Un-
ion address, the president spoke of the
problems of terrorism. , humble ad-
dress o address of thanks a formal
speech thanking someone such as a
well-known person for doing some-
thing such as officially opening a new
building o the Queen’s Speech at the
State Opening of Parliament. , debate

on the address 2. the details of
number, street and town where an of-
fice is or where a person lives m verb
1. to speak to o The Leader of the Op-
position was asked to address the
meeting. 2. to speak about or deal with
a particular subject or problem o He
then addressed the question of govern-
ment aid to universities. o to address
yourself to something to deal with a
particular problem o the government
will have to address itself to problems
of international trade 3. to write on an
envelope the details of the number,
street and town where an office is or a
person lives o an incorrectly ad-
dressed package

ad hoc /,&d 'hok/ Latin phrase
meaning ‘for this particular purpose’
o an ad hoc committee a temporary
committee set up to study a particular
problem. » standing committee

ad hoc Select Committee /,&d
hok s1'lekt ko,mrti/ noun a commit-
tee of Congress set up to examine a
special case or problem

adjourn /o'd33mn/ verb to stop a
meeting for a period or to postpone a
legal hearing to a later date o They ad-
journed the meeting or the meeting
was adjourned. o The chairman ad-
journed the tribunal until three
o’clock. o The meeting adjourned at
midday. o The appeal was adjourned
while further evidence was being pro-
duced. o the House stands ad-
journed the sitting of the House of
Commons is adjourned and will
resume on the following day

‘...the Commons adjourned until Janu-

ary 18 without taking a vote on the Gov-

ernment’s resolution’
[Toronto Globe & Mail]

adjournment /o'dz3:mmont/ noun
1. an act of stopping a meeting for a
period or postponing a legal hearing to
a later date o The adjournment lasted
two hours. 2. the act of ending a sitting
of the House of Commons or Lords, or
of the House of Representatives or
Senate, which will meet again on the
following day o motion for adjourn-
ment of the debate a motion to ad-



admit

journ a debate which has the effect of
killing the motion being debated o
motion for the adjournment of the
House motion to adjourn a sitting un-
til the following day o adjournment
sine die an adjournment without fix-
ing a date for the next meeting, used in
the US Congress to end a session o ad-
journment to a day certain a motion
to adjourn a sitting of Congress to an-
other day

adjournment debate /3
,d33:mmoant dr'bert/ noun a debate in
the House of Commons on a motion to
adjourn a sitting, used by backbench
MPs to raise points of particular inter-
est to themselves. Also called debate
on the adjournment

administer /od'ministo/ verb 1. to
control, manage or govern something
o The state is administered directly
from the capital. 2. to be responsible
for making sure something happens in
the correct way o to administer jus-
tice to carry out the law o to adminis-
ter an oath to make someone swear
an oath

administration /od, mint
'stre1f(a)n/ noun 1. the organisation,
control or management of a geograph-
ical area or of a specific aspect of gov-
ernment, especially by a bureaucracy
or group of experts o There has been a
lack of effective administration in the
province since the riots. o The admin-
istration of justice is in the hands of
the government-appointed justices of
the peace. o She took up a career in
hospital administration. 2. especially
in the USA, a particular government o
It was one of the main policies of the
last administration. o The Bush ad-
ministration took office in 2001.
administrative /od'ministrotiv/
adjective concerned with the organi-
sation, control or management of a ge-
ographical area or with a specific as-
pect of government

administrative court /od
,ministratv 'koit/ noun in some
countries such as France, a court or tri-
bunal which decides in cases where
government action is thought to have

affected and harmed the lives or prop-
erty of citizens. Also called adminis-
trative tribunal

administrative law /ad
'ministrativ 101/ noun the laws relat-
ing to the running of government, and
the relationship between the govern-
ment and the citizens

administrator  /od'ministrerto/
noun a person who works for a gov-
ernment, public body or business as a
senior manager o The governor of the
province has to be a good administra-
tor. o The council has appointed too
many administrators and not enough
ordinary clerical staff. o The best ad-
ministrators come from the civil serv-
ice training school.

Admiralty /'edm(o)rolti/ noun for-
merly in the UK, the government of-
fice which was in charge of the Navy

Admiralty Board /'edmorslti
bod/ noun a committee which is re-
sponsible for the administration of the
Royal Navy, forming part of the UK
Ministry of Defence

Admiralty law /'zedm(o)ralti lo:w/
noun the law relating to ships and sail-
ors, and actions at sea

admission /od'mif(o)n/ noun1. the
act of accepting someone into a group
or organisation o admission into the
European Union 2. permission to go
into a place o Admission to the visi-
tors’ gallery is restricted. 3. the act of
making a statement agreeing that par-
ticular facts are correct or saying that
something really happened o The Op-
position called for an admission of er-
ror on the part of the Minister:

admit /od'mit/ verb 1. to allow
someone to go in o The public is not
being admitted at present. 2. to agree
that an allegation or accusation is cor-
rect or to say that something really
happened o He admitted his mistake or
his liability. o She admitted that the
department was at fault. o He admit-
ted having connections with the com-
pany which had been awarded the
contract. (NOTE: admitted — admit-

ting.)



adopt

adopt /o'dopt/ verb 1. to agree to
something or accept something so that
it becomes law o The report of the sub-
committee was received and the
amendments adopted. o The meeting
adopted the resolution. o The propos-
als were adopted unanimously. o The
council has adopted a policy of posi-
tive discrimination. 2. to be adopted,
to be chosen by a party as a candidate
in an election o The Labour Party
adopted more women as candidates
for the General Election than ever be-
fore. o to be adopted to be chosen by
the party as a candidate for election to
a parliamentary constituency
adoption /o'dopfon/ noun 1. the act
of agreeing to something so that it be-
comes legal or accepted o She moved
the adoption of the resolution. 2. the
act of choosing someone as a candi-
date in an election
adoption meeting /o'dopon
.miiti/ noun the meeting at which a
local party adopts someone as its can-
didate for an election
ad valorem /,&d va'loirrom/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘according to value’
COMMENT: Most taxes are ‘ad valor-
em’; VAT is calculated as a percent-
age of the charge made, income tax is
a percentage of income earned, etc.
ad valorem duty /&d vo'loirom
dju:ti/, ad valorem tax /&d vo
'loirem teeks/ noun a tax calculated
according to the value of the goods be-
ing taxed
adventurism /od'ventzuriz(a)m/
noun intervention by one government
in the affairs of another
adversarial politics /&dva:
,searial 'polrtiks/ noun a system of
political activity where two sides op-
pose each other vigorously. This is
said to create the right conditions for
effective scrutiny of the government,
and for genuine debate.
adversary /'zdvos(o)ri/ noun a per-
son or organisation who is the oppos-
ing side in situation o a powerful polit-
ical adversary
advice /od'vais/ noun information
or suggestions given by one person to

another on what has happened in the
past or on what is the best course of
action to follow in the future o to take
advice to ask an expert to give infor-
mation and help about a problem o
We’ll need to take legal advice before
agreeing.

advise /od'vaiz/ verb 1. to suggest
to someone what should be done o to
advise against something to suggest
that something should not be done o
The Minister advised against raising
the matter in the House. o The consult-
ants advised against the proposed de-
velopment plan. 2. to tell someone
what has happened or what will hap-
pen soon o We are advised that the re-
port will be published next week.

adviser /od'vaiza/, advisor noun a
person who suggests what should be
done, by giving information on a spe-
cific area where he or she is an expert
advisory /od'vaiz(e)ri/ adjective
acting as a person who tells someone
what to do or informs them about
events o He is acting in an advisory
capacity. m noun US an official warn-
ing

advisory board /od'vaiz(o)ri
,bord/ noun a group of people who
help others to decide what to do or
keep them informed about what is
happening

advocacy /'zdvokesi/ noun active
support for a cause or point of view

advocate noun /'edvokot/ some-
one who actively supports a cause or
point of view o an advocate of relax-
ing the laws on cannabis m verb
/'&dvokert/ to speak or work to sup-
port a cause or point of view o Anar-
chists advocate the abolition of the
state.

Advocate General /advakot
'dzen(a)ral/ noun 1. one of the two
Law Officers for Scotland 2. in the
European Court of Justice, the officer
who presents a summary of a case to
the judges to help them in coming to a
decision

affair /o'fea/ noun 1. a situation or
event o Is she involved in the copyright
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affair? 2. something shocking that in-
volves public figures o the arms smug-
gling affair o the Watergate affair m
plural noun activities and events relat-
ed to the government of a country or
countries o topics of current impor-
tance in world affairs » foreign af-
fairs

affairs of state /o,feoz ov 'stert/
plural noun government business

affiliate /o'filiert/ verb to associate
with a group or organisation o The
trade union was affiliated to the La-
bour Party

affiliation /5 fili'erf(a)n/ noun asso-
ciation with a group or organisation o
the union has no political affiliation
the union is not linked to any particu-
lar political party

affirm /o'f3:m/ verb 1. (of a MP) to
promise allegiance to the monarch,
when the Oath of Allegiance is con-
sidered inappropriate on religious or
other grounds o Some of the new MPs
affirmed, instead of swearing the oath
of allegiance. 2. to support or approve
of something publicly o The report af-
firms the contribution of many volun-
tary groups working for racial harmo-
ny. 3. to confirm that something is cor-
rect

affirmation /&fo'meif(o)n/ noun
1. a statement by an MP showing alle-
giance to the monarch, when the Oath
of Allegiance is considered inappro-
priate on religious or other grounds 2.
support or approval

affirmative action /o faimotiv
'&k [on/ noun US a policy of prevent-
ing the unfair treatment of specific
groups in society who have a disad-
vantage, or who have suffered unfair
treatment in the past, such as people
with disabilities, ethnic groups and
women

affirmative instrument /5
[f3mmotrv 'instrumant/ noun a form
of Statutory Instrument, or order made
by a government minister on the au-
thority of a previous act of parliament,
which must be approved by both
Houses of Parliament

African National Congress
/,&frikoan na[(a)nal 'kongres/ noun
a South African political party that
fought against apartheid and formed
South Africa’s first multiracial, demo-
cratically elected government in 1994.
Abbr ANC

African Union / &frikon 'juinjon/
noun an organisation of African states
established for mutual cooperation,
superseding the Organisation of Afri-
can Unity in 2002

agency /'exdzonsi/ noun 1. a gov-
ernment office or department which is
to some extent independent o The
Benefits Agency has responsibility for
making welfare payments. (NOTE: In
the United Kingdom, under reforms
which started under the Thatcher
government, a large number of are-
as were transferred from the direct
control of the Civil Service to agen-
cies.) 2. an independent organisation
that deals with social problems o a
register of voluntary agencies in the
field of mental health

agenda /o'dzendo/ noun 1. a list of
things to be discussed at a meeting o
the committee agenda or the agenda of
the committee meeting o After two
hours we were still discussing the first
item on the agenda. 2. a list of priori-
ties o Education was at the top of the
government’s agenda.

agent /'erdzont/ noun 1. a person
who represents a company or another
person 2. a party official who works to
support a candidate in an election o
The party has six full-time election
agents. o The series of meetings was
organised by the local agent for the
Liberal Democrats. 3. a person who
works for a branch of government.
secret agent

Agent-General /,erdz(a)nt
'‘dzen(a)ral/ noun the official repre-
sentative of a provincial government
of a Commonwealth country in anoth-
er Commonwealth country o the
Agent-General for Quebec in London
(NOTE: The plural is agents-general
or agent-generals.)
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agent provocateur /z3pn pro
voka'tair/ French words meaning
‘an agent who provokes’: a person
employed secretly by a government
who provokes others to commit a
crime, often by taking part in it per-
sonally, in order to find out who is not
reliable or in order to have his or her
associates arrested

age of consent/eid3 ov kon'sent/
noun the age at which someone can
legally agree to have sex

age of majority /eid3z ov mo
'd3priti/ noun the age of legal respon-
sibility, at which civil duties and rights
such as voting or being on a jury are
first undertaken

aggression /o'gre[(o)n/ noun hos-
tile action against another country, es-
pecially without provocation o They
accused the neighbouring states of ag-
gression. o Numerous acts of aggres-
sion have been reported to the United
Nations. (NOTE: no plural. For the plu-
ral, use acts of aggression)
aggressor /a'gresa/ noun a person
or country which attacks another, es-
pecially without provocation o The
UN resolution condemns one of the
superpowers as the aggressor.
agitate /'zdzitert/ verb to encour-
age people to take political action pos-
sibly involving protesting, demon-
strating or engaging in direct action o
The party is agitating for social re-
forms.

agitation /,&d3i'terf(o)n/ noun the
action of encouraging people to pro-
test and demonstrate o There has been
widespread agitation in the capital
and the northern provinces. (NOTE: no
plural)

agitator /'=d3ziterto/ noun a person
who attempts to cause political unrest
o Agitators from the right of the party
have tried to disrupt the meetings of
the council.

AGM / e1 d3i: 'em/ abbreviation An-
nual General Meeting

agrarian /o'greorion/ adjective pro-
moting the interests of farmers and en-
couraging a fair system of land owner-

ship m noun someone who believes in
the fair distribution of land and the re-
distribution of land owned by rich
people

agrarianism  /o'greorioniz(o)m/
noun a political movement or philoso-
phy that promotes the interests of
farmers, especially the redistribution
of land owned by rich people or by
government

Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada /,&grikaltfo and &gri fu:d
'kaenoada/ noun a department of the
Canadian federal government that
conducts research and develops poli-
cies and programs to ensure the secu-
rity of the country’s food system.
Abbr AAFC

Ahern /o'ha:n/, Bertie (b. 1951) the
leader of the Fianna Fail party since
1994 and Taoiseach (prime minister)
of the Republic of Ireland since 1997

aid /erd/ noun help, especially mon-
ey, food or other gifts given to people
living in difficult conditions o The
government has set aside $20m for aid
to under-developed countries. o The
poorer countries depend on aid from
richer nations. o The government will
allocate 6% of the gross national
product for overseas aid.

AID /e1 a1 'dii/ abbreviation Agency
for International Development

aid agency /'e1d ,e1d3zonsi/ noun an
independent organisation that sends
financial or other help to a country
which is experiencing difficult condi-
tions or a catastrophic event such as a
natural disaster or famine

aide /e1d/ noun an assistant to some-
one such as a politician, who may also
offer advice o a presidential aide

aid worker /'erd ,wa:ko/ noun a
person who works for an aid agency
airspace /'easpers/ noun the sky
above an area of land or water over
which a state claims control o British
airspace

Albion /'zlbion/ noun Great Britain

alderperson /'o:lds,p3:son/ noun
in the United States and Canada, a
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member of the legislative body of
some towns or cities

alderwoman /'o:1do,woman/ noun
in the United States and Canada, a
woman member of the legislative
body of some towns or cities

Al Fatah / 1 'feeto/ noun a political
group, part of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation, that wants to establish
an independent Palestinian state

alien /'erlion/ noun 1. mainly US a
person living in a country of which he
or she is not a citizen 2. (in the UK) a
person who is not a citizen of the UK,
not a citizen of a Commonwealth
country and not a citizen of the Re-
public of Ireland m adjective 1. mainly
US from a different country or culture
o alien workers 2. different from what
is usual or familiar o an alien concept

alienate /eilioneit/ verb to do
something that makes someone stop
being friendly towards you o The gov-
ernment has alienated its main sup-
porters. o The terrorist campaign has
alienated the public.

align /o'lain/ verb to give support
publicly to a political group or party o
to align yourself with another coun-
try to follow a policy similar to that of
another country o the three neighbour-
ing states aligned themselves with the
USA

allegiance /5'li:d3(o)ns/ noun obe-
dience to the State or the Head of
State. » oath of allegiance

alliance /o'larons/ noun 1. a group
of two or more countries, people or
political parties, that are linked to-
gether by a formal agreement 2. a for-
mal relationship between two or more
parties or countries o The country has
built up a series of alliances with its
larger neighbours. » ally

Alliance /o'latons/ noun in New
Zealand, a left-wing political party
that has been in coalition government
with the Labour Party since 1999

allied /'zlaid/ adjective 1. relating to
countries that have joined together to
fight a common enemy o the allied

forces 2. associated or related o build-
ing and allied trades

allowance /s'lavens/ noun 1. an
amount of something which you are
legally or officially allowed to have o
a travel allowance o a baggage allow-
ance , personal allowances 2. a
payment made for a specific purpose o
an allowance for unsociable hours o
an expenses allowance

all-party /o:l 'pa:ti/ adjective in-
cluding members of all political par-
ties o the report of the all-party com-
mittee on procedure o An all-party
group visited the United Nations.
all-party group /,0:1 patti 'gruzp/
noun a group of MPs from different
parties who have an interest in a par-
ticular subject o the all-party group on
telecommunications

ally /'lari/ noun a country, person,
political party or group which is
linked to another in a friendly way so
that they can support one another o As
the invasion seemed likely, the Presi-
dent called on his allies for help. o The
committee has been run by the mayor
and his allies in the Workers’ Party. m
verb to link one country, political par-
ty, group or person to another o to ally
yourself with to become linked to
someone or another party or country,
for protection o He has allied himself
to the left wing of the party.

ALP abbreviation Australian Labor
Party

al-Qaeda /&l 'kardo/ noun an inter-
national Islamic fundamentalist or-
ganisation, founded by Osama bin
Laden, which has been associated
with several terrorist incidents, in-
cluding the attack on the World Trade
Center, New York (2001)

alternative vote /o:l'tamotiv
vaut/ noun a system of voting used in
elections in some countries such as
Australia, in which voters show their
preferences on the ballot paper by
marking candidates with the numbers
1, 2, 3, 4, etc. If a candidate does not
get 50% of the first preference votes in
the first round of counting, the votes



Althing

for the candidates with the lowest
number of votes are given to the can-
didates shown as second preferences
on their ballot papers in a number of
further rounds until a single candidate
gets 50%. Abbr AV

Althing /'2101y/ noun the law-mak-
ing assembly in Iceland
AM abbreviation Assembly Member
AMA abbreviation Association of
Metropolitan Authorities
ambassador /zm'bzsads/ noun a
diplomat of the highest level, repre-
senting his country in another country
o the Spanish ambassador o our am-
bassador in France o The government
has recalled its ambassador for con-
sultations.

‘...an ambassador is an honest man sent

to lie abroad for his country’
[Sir Henry Wotton]
ambassador at large /zm

'beesads ot la:dz/ noun an ambassa-
dor whose role is not restricted to one
specific country

Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary /zm, basodo
1k, stro:d(e)n(a)ri an plenipo
'tenfari/ noun the official title of an
ambassador

ambassadorial /, @mbasas'do:risl/
adjectivereferring to an ambassador o
ambassadorial duties

ambassador plenipotentiary
/&em,baesada ,plenipa‘tenfari/ noun
an ambassador with full powers to ne-
gotiate and sign treaties on behalf of
his or her country

amend /o'mend/ verb 1. to make
changes to a document, plan or policy,
in order to correct or improve it 2. to
make an official change to a motion,
Bill, Act or constitution
amendment /o'mendmont/ noun
1. a change made in a document, plan
or policy o to make amendments to the
minutes 2. a change proposed to a mo-
tion or to a bill which is being dis-
cussed in Parliament or Congress, or
to an existing Act o The amendment
was proposed and seconded and put to
the vote. o The government whips per-

suaded her to withdraw her amend-
ment. (NOTE: Amendments are usual-
ly made in the Committee Stage and
Report Stage of a bill going through
the House of Commons. In the
House of Lords they can also be
made at Third Reading.) 3. US a new
clause added to a written constitution,
changing it in some way
‘...a constitutional amendment that
would acknowledge the common-
wealth’s right to override the states on
matters of economic development’
[The Age (Melbourne)]

COMMENT: The first ten amendments
to the American Constitution are
known as the Bill of Rights. The most
important are the First Amendment
(which provides for freedom of speech
and thought), and the Fifth Amend-
ment (which protects anyone from giv-
ing evidence in court which might in-
criminate himself or herself).
American Revolution /5, merikon
reva'luzf(a)n/ noun the War of Inde-
pendence (1775-83) by which the
American colonies of Britain became
independent and became the United
States of America

Amicus /o'maikas/ noun the UK’s
largest technical trade union, with
more than 1.2 million members. It was
formed in 2001 by the merging of
AEEU (Amalgamated Engineering
and Electrical Union) and MSF (Man-
ufacturing, Science and Finance Un-
ion).

amnesty /'@mnosti/ noun a pardon,
often for political crimes, given by the
state to several people at the same time
m verb to grant a pardon to several
people at the same time, often for po-
litical crimes o They were amnestied
by the president.

Amnesty International
/,&mnasti ,inta'ne[(a)nal/ noun an
international pressure group which
works for human rights, and against
the cruel treatment of prisoners

anarchic /o'na:kik/, anarchical />
'na:kikl/ adjective with no law or or-
der o the anarchic state of the country
districts after the coup
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anarchism /'&nokiz(o)m/ noun the
belief that there is no need for a sys-
tem of government in a society
COMMENT: Anarchism flourished in the
latter part of the 19th and early part of
the 20th century. Anarchists believe
that there should be no government,
no army, no civil service, no courts, no
laws, and that people should be free
to live without anyone to rule them.
anarchist /'&nokist/ noun 1. a per-
son who believes that there should be
no system of government 2. a person
who tries to destroy a government by
violent means, without planning to re-
place it in any way m adjective refer-
ring to anarchists and their aims
anarchy /'enoki/ noun the absence
of law and order, because a govern-
ment has lost control or because there
is no government o When the presi-
dent was assassinated, the country fell
into anarchy.
ANC abbreviation African National
Congress
ancillary /en'silori/ adjective pro-
viding help or support o nursing and
ancillary services
annex /a'neks/ verb to incorporate
territory into another country or state
annexation /,@nek'serf(a)n/ noun
the act of one state taking possession
of a territory claimed by another, and
claiming it as its own
annexe, annex noun a document
added or attached to another m verb 1.
to attach a document 2. (of a state) to
take possession of a territory claimed
by another and claim it as its own o
The island was annexed by the neigh-
bouring republic. (NOTE: [all senses]
The US spelling is annex.)
announce /o'navns/ verb to tell
something to the public or to a group
of people o The returning officer an-
nounced the result of the election. o
The Foreign Secretary announced that
he would be going to Nigeria shortly.
announcement /o'naunsmont/
noun 1. a public statement giving in-
formation o An announcement about
the date of the election is expected
very soon. o to make an announce-

ment to give information about some-
thing publicly o The Home Secretary
will make an announcement later to-
day. 2. the act of telling something
publicly o The chairman of the council
made an announcement about the de-
velopment plans.

Annual  General Meeting
/,@njual dzen(a)ral 'miitig/ noun a
meeting of all the members of a socie-
ty or shareholders of a company which
takes place once a year to agree the ac-
counts and decide general policy.
Abbr AGM

Annual Meeting / &njuol 'miztiy/
noun a meeting of a local council,
which takes place once a year, to ap-
prove the accounts and elect a mayor
among other things

annulment of adjudication /s
.nalmant av 9,dzuzdr'kerf(a)n/ noun
the cancelling of a legal order such as
one making someone bankrupt

another place /o'nado plers/ »
place

answer /'a:nsa/ noun a reply, letter
or conversation coming after someone
else has written or spoken o written
answer a formal reply to a question
put in writing to a Minister m verb 1.
to speak or write after someone has
spoken or written to you 2. to reply
formally to an accusation

answerable /'ains(o)rob(d)l/ ad-
Jjective responsible for explaining why
actions have been taken o He is an-
swerable to Parliament for the con-
duct of the Armed Forces.

anti- /&nti/ prefix against o an anti-
drug campaign o the anti-terrorist
squad o Anti-government posters ap-
peared in the streets.

anticipation /een, tist'perf(a)n/
noun doing something before it is due
to be done or before something ex-
pected happens (NOTE: It is out of or-
der on grounds of anticipation for a
motion to be mentioned or discussed
in the House of Commons before the
day on which it is scheduled for dis-
cussion.)
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anti-trust / nti 'trast/ adjective at-
tacking monopolies and encouraging
competition o anti-trust laws or legis-
lation

AOB abbreviation any other business

apartheid /o'pa:thert/ noun the
racist policy, operating until 1993 in
South Africa, by which different racial
groups were kept apart in most cir-
cumstances, largely to benefit the
white population

apolitical /empa'litik(o)l/ adjective
not interested in politics, or not con-
cerned with politics

apologist /o'polod3ist/ noun some-
one who publicly defends a doctrine
or ideology

a posteriori /er posteri'ori/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘from what comes
after” Compare a priori o a posteri-
ori argument an argument based on
observation

apparat /'zporet/ noun the large
group of state employees who ran a
Communist country

apparatchik / &po'rettfik/ noun
1. a government employee in a Com-
munist country 2. a civil servant who
follows rules too closely and works
slowly (disapproving or humorous;
used as criticism) (NOTE: The plural
is apparatchiki or apparatchiks.)

appeal /o'pi:l/ noun 1. a challenge to
the ruling of the chairman of a meet-
ing o Senator Brown made an appeal
against the ruling of the President of
the Senate. 2. the process of asking a
government department to change a
decision o The appeal against the
planning decision will be heard next
month. 3. the process of asking a high-
er court to change a decision of a low-
er court o an appeal to the House of
Lords m verb to ask someone to
change a decision o The company ap-
pealed against the decision of the
planning officers. o She has appealed
to the Supreme Court. (NOTE: you ap-
peal to a court or against a decision;
an appeal is heard and allowed or
dismissed)

Appeal Committee /o'pi:l ko
.miti/ noun a committee set up by the
House of Lords to consider petitions
to appeal to the House of Lords from
the Court of Appeal

Appeal Court /o'pi:l ko:t/ noun the
civil or criminal court to which a per-
son may go to ask for a decision made
by a lower court to be changed, and
the decisions of which are binding on
the High Court and lower courts. Also
called Court of Appeal, Court of
Appeals
COMMENT: In English law, in the major-
ity of cases decisions of lower courts
and of the High Court can be ap-
pealed to the Court of Appeal. The
Court of Appeal is divided into the Civil
Division and the Criminal Division.
The Civil Division hears appeals from
the County Court and the High Court;
the Criminal Division hears appeals
from the Crown Court. From the Court
of Appeal, appeal lies at present to the
House of Lords. In 2004 parliament
was debating legislation to replace the
House of Lords with another final
court of appeal to be called the Su-
preme Court. Appeals from some
Commonwealth countries may be
heard from the highest court of these
countries by the Judicial Committee of
the Privy Council, which is at present
in effect made up of the same judges
as the House of Lords.
appease /2'pi:z/ verb to make con-
cessions to another person, group or
country in order to avoid conflict
appeasement /o'pi:zmont/ noun
the policy of avoiding conflict by
making concessions
appellate /o'pelot/ adjective relat-
ing to a legal or formal appeal o ap-
pellate jurisdiction the jurisdiction of
the House of Lords to hear appeals
Appellate Committee /o'pelot ko
,miti/ noun the committee of the
House of Lords which considers ap-
peals and reports on them to the House
appendix /o'pendiks/ noun addi-
tional text at the end of a document o
The map showing the properties cov-
ered by the proposal is attached as an
Appendix. o See Appendix B for the
list of county councils. (NOTE: The
plural is appendices.)
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appoint /o'point/ verb to choose
someone for a job o The government
has appointed a QC to head the in-
quiry. o The council has appointed a
race relations adviser.

appointee /opoin'ti:/ noun a person
who is appointed to a job
appointment />'pomntmont/ noun
1. an arrangement to meet o by ap-
pointment by arrangement in advance
2. the fact of being given a new job o
his recent appointment as an EU
Commissioner o by royal appoint-
ment requested by a king or queen as
a supplier of goods or services 3. a job
o applied for a government appoint-
ment

apportionment /5'po:f(a)nmont/
noun the distribution of seats in the
US House of Representatives or a
state legislature in proportion to the
population of states or electoral dis-
tricts

appropriation /s proupri'erf(a)n/
noun the granting of money for a par-
ticular purpose, especially allocating
money to be spent by a particular gov-
ernment department

appropriation  bill /5,proupri
‘e1f(a)n bil/ noun in the US Congress,
a bill which grants money to the gov-
ernment to be used in a way which has
been approved in an authorisation bill
appropriations committee /o
prouvpri'erf(a)nz ko,miti/ noun es-
pecially in the US Congress, a com-
mittee which examines government
spending

a priori /.er prar'oiri/ Latin phrase
meaning ‘from what came before.
Compare a posteriori o a priori ar-
gument reasoning based on principles
or assumptions, not on real examples
Arabism /'&robiz(s)m/ noun sup-
port for Arab causes or viewpoints
Arab League /'xrob lirg/ noun a
political and economic association of
Arab states

arbitrate /'a:bitrert/ verb to settle a
legal dispute between parties by refer-
ring it to an outside person instead of
going to court, e.g. in a building, ship-

ping or employment dispute o to arbi-
trate in a dispute

arbitration /.a:br'treif(o)n/ noun
the settling of a dispute by an outside
person, chosen by both sides o to sub-
mit a dispute to arbitration o to refer a
question to arbitration o to take a dis-
pute to arbitration o to go to arbitra-
tion

arbitration agreement /a:b:
'tre1f(a)n 9,gritmont/ noun the
agreement by two parties to allow an
independent person to try to settle the
dispute between them

arbitration award /,a:br'trerf(o)n
9,woid/ noun the ruling given by an
independent person who has been
asked to settle a dispute

arbitration board /,a:br'trerf(o)n
bord/, arbitration tribunal /a:br
'trerf(9)n trar,bjuin(a)l/ noun an in-
dependent group of people involved in
settling a legal dispute

arbitrator /'a:bitrerta/ noun an in-
dependent person who is chosen by
both sides in a dispute to try to settle it
o an industrial arbitrator o to accept
or reject the arbitrator’s ruling
archives /'a:karvz/ plural noun his-
torical records o 18th century archives
of borough council meetings
archivist /'a:kivist/ noun a person
who is responsible for the official
records of a government department,
local authority or other group
aristocracy /ari'stokrasi/ noun
the class in society composed of fam-
ilies who are landowners and who
have inherited titles such as Lord or
Duke

aristocrat /'zristokret/ noun a
member of the aristocracy o Many
aristocrats were killed during the rev-
olution.

aristocratic /@risto'kretik/ ad-
jective relating to the aristocracy o
aristocratic families

Aristotle /'aristot(o)l/ noun the
Ancient Greek philosopher (384-322
BC) who began the study of political
constitutions in his book The Politics
(NOTE: Aristotle claimed that ‘man



arm

was a political animal’, meaning that
living in political society was natural
for human beings.)

arm /a:m/ verb to provide with weap-
ons

armaments /'a:momonts/ plural
noun heavy weapons

armed /a:md/ adjective provided
with weapons o It’s now common to
see armed guards at airports.

armed conflict /,a:xmd kon'flikt/
noun war

armed forces /,a:md 'fo:siz/ plural
noun the army, navy and air force

armed neutrality /a:md nju:
'treeloti/ noun the condition of a
country which is not directly involved
in a war between other countries, but
is ready to defend itself in case it can-
not avoid becoming involved

armistice /'‘armistis/ noun the
agreement to stop fighting at the end
of a war

armoury /'‘a:mari/ noun the arms of
a country o a country’s nuclear ar-
moury (NOTE: The US spelling is ar-
mory.)

arms control /'‘axmz kon,troul/
noun the control of the sale of weap-
ons by one country to another

arms race /'a:mz rers/ noun com-
petition between countries to buy
more and better weapons

army /'a:mi/ noun the part of a coun-
try’s armed forces which fights mainly
on land

article /'a:tik(a)l/ noun 1. a section
of a legal agreement o See article 8 of
the constitution. 2. o articles of asso-
ciation, articles of incorporation US
a document which regulates the way
in which a company’s affairs are man-
aged

ASEAN abbreviation Association of
Southeast Asian Nations

Asquith /'zskwi6/, Herbert Henry
(1852-1928) His 1908-16 govern-
ment introduced retirement pensions
and national insurance, and passed the
Parliament Act (1911) that restricted

the power of the House of Lords to
veto bills

assembly /o'sembli/ noun 1. a
group of elected people who have the
power to pass laws 2. a group of elect-
ed or appointed people who come to-
gether to discuss political issues and
make decisions, especially for a spe-
cific region o the assembly of the Or-
ganization of American States o the
General Assembly of the United Na-
tions the meeting of all the members
of the United Nations to discuss inter-
national problems, where each mem-
ber state has one vote 3. the action of
coming together in a group for a meet-
ing o the right of assembly
assemblyman /5'semblimon/
noun in some countries, a member of
a group of people who come together
to discuss political problems or pass
laws

assembly member /o'sembli
,memba/, Assembly Member noun
a member of an elected or appointed
group of people who come together to
discuss political problems or pass
laws o a Welsh Assembly Member
Member of the Welsh Assembly
Assembly of Deputies /o,sembli
av 'depjutiz/ noun the lower house of
the legislature in Romania
Assembly of the Republic /o
,sembli av 05 r1'pablik/ noun the leg-
islature in Portugal

assemblywoman /a'sembli
,wumon/ noun in some countries, a
woman who is a member of a group of
people who come together to discuss
political problems or pass laws
assistant /o'sist(o)nt/ noun a per-
son who helps someone else, especial-
ly a superior employee o The assistant
librarian is away on holiday.
associate of the Crown Office
/a,sausiert av 01 kraun 'nfrs/ noun an
official who is responsible for the ad-
ministrative work of a court
Association of First Division
Civil Servants /5,sousierf(o)n ov
[faist dr'viz(e)n s1v(9)l 's3aivonts/
noun a trade union representing the
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Atty. Gen.

most important British civil servants.
Also called First Division Associa-
tion. Abbr FDA. » Civil and Public
Services Association, Public
Services, Tax and Commerce Un-
ion

ASSR abbreviation Autonomous So-
viet Socialist Republic

assumption /o'sampfon/ noun 1.
something that is believed to be true
without proof o The assumption that
such people have a genuine choice of
schools for their children is false. o on
the assumption that taking some-
thing as generally accepted o Such
cases have usually been decided on
the assumption that it is better for
young children to live with their moth-
er. 2. the process of beginning to take
responsibility for something o as-
sumption of office the time when
someone starts a job o On his assump-
tion of office, the premier arrested sev-
eral of the ministers in the former gov-
ernment.

asylum /o'sailom/ noun the right of
someone to stay in a country that is not
their own when their own country has
treated them badly for political rea-
sons o to ask for (political) asylum to
ask to be allowed to remain in a for-
eign country because it would be dan-
gerous to return to the home country
for political reasons

asylum seeker /o'sailom sitko/
noun someone who has left their own
country because they are in danger for
political reasons and asks to be al-
lowed to stay in another country o bo-
gus asylum seeker someone who
comes to and asks to stay in another
country because economic conditions
are better rather than because of bad
treatment at home. » economic mi-
grant

Atlanticism /ot'laent1siz(a)m/
noun a belief that western Europe and
the United States can gain political
and economic benefits from coopera-
tion, especially in military matters
attaché /o'tx[e1/ noun a senior offi-
cial in an embassy o a military attaché
o a cultural attaché o The government

ordered the commercial attaché to re-
turn home.

attack /o'tek/ verb 1. to try to hurt or
harm someone o The security guard
was attacked by three men carrying
guns. 2. to criticise someone or some-
thing o MPs attacked the government
for not spending enough money on the
police. m noun 1. the act of trying to
hurt or harm someone o There has
been an increase in attacks on police
or in terrorist attacks on planes. 2.
criticism o The newspaper published
an attack on the government.
attack dog /o'tak dog/ noun an ag-
gressive supporter or spokesperson for
a politician or political party
attainder /o'teinds/ noun formerly,
the method used to convict people of
treason by an act of parliament rather
than holding a trial
Attlee /'xtli/, Clement, 1st Earl At-
tlee (1883-1967) His postwar govern-
ment (1945-51) was the first majority
Labour government and it introduced
the welfare state and granted inde-
pendence to India (1947)
attorney general /5,t3mi
'dzen(a)ral/ noun the chief law offic-
er of the Australian Commonwealth or
one of its states or territories
Attorney-General /3,t3:mi
'dzen(o)ral/ noun 1. in the United
Kingdom, one of the Law Officers, a
Member of Parliament and member of
the government, who advises govern-
ment departments on legal problems
and decides if major criminal offences
should be tried 2. in a US state or in
the federal government, the head of le-
gal affairs (NOTE: In the US Federal
Government, the Attorney-General
is in charge of the Justice Depart-
ment.)

COMMENT: In the US Federal Govern-

ment, the Attorney-General is in

charge of the Department of Justice.
attributable /o'tribjutob(e)l/ ad-
jective able to be reported as an offi-
cial statement of government policy
with the source of the report named
Atty. Gen. abbreviation Attorney
General



audience

audience /'s:diens/ noun an inter-
view or discussion with an important
person o The Prime Minister has a
weekly audience of the Queen.

Audit Commission /o:dit ko
'mif(9)n/ noun an independent body
in the UK which examines the ac-
counts of local authorities and checks
for possible fraud and corruption

auditor-general [*oudito
'dzen(a)ral/ noun an officer of the
Australian government who makes
sure government expenditure is ap-
proved by law

Australian ballot /pstreilion
'baelot/ noun same as secret ballot

Australian Capital Territory /o
stretlion 'kaeprt(a)l 'terstri/ noun
the region round the capital, Canberra,
which is not part of any of the states.
Abbr ACT

Australian Democrats /o
,stretlion 'demakrets/ noun in Aus-
tralia, a political party that has held
power in the Australian upper house
for most of the time since 1977

Australian Labor Party /o
,stretlion 'letbs ,pa:ti/ noun in Aus-
tralia, the principal political party of
the left and one of the two main polit-
ical parties. Abbr ALP

autarchy /'o:ta:ki/ noun the situa-
tion where a state has total power over
itself, and rules itself without outside
interference

autarky /'o:ta:ki/ noun the situation
where a state can provide all it needs
without outside help

authorisation bill /,o:6orar'zerfn
bil/ noun US in the US Congress, a
bill which permits the spending of
money on a project. It may also limit
the amount of money which can be
spent.

authoritarian /o:,0orr'tesrion/ ad-
jective exercising strict control o au-
thoritarian regime a government
which rules its people strictly and
does not allow anyone to oppose its
decisions

authoritarianism /o:,06orr'tearion
1z(3)m/ noun the theory that a gov-
ernment must rule its people strictly
authority /o:'06oriti/ noun 1. the of-
ficial power given to someone to do
something, the legal right to do some-
thing o He has no authority to act on
our behalf. o She was acting on the
authority of the Borough Treasurer. o
On whose authority were these com-
puters ordered? 2. the person or book
which has the best information o She
is an authority on the benefit system. o
Erskine May is the authority on par-
liamentary procedure. 3. o the au-
thorities the government or people
who have legal power over something
o The authorities are trying to put
down the riots. o The prison authori-
ties have complained about the lack of
funding.

autocracy /o:'tokrasi/ noun 1. rule
by a dictator 2. a country ruled by a
dictator

autocrat /'o:tokreet/ noun (often as
criticism) a dictator, a ruler with total
personal power over the people he or
she rules

autocratic /o:to'kreetik/ adjective
ruled by a dictator o The regime be-
came too autocratic and was over-
thrown by a military coup.
autocratically /o:to'kraetik(o)li/
adverb like a dictator

autonomous /o:'tpnomas/ adjec-
tive a region which governs itself
within a larger political unit o an au-
tonomous regional government o The
federation is formed of several auton-
omous republics.

autonomy /o:'tonomi/ noun the
power of a region to govern itself
within a larger political unit o The sep-
aratists are demanding full autonomy
for their state. o The government has
granted the region a limited autono-
my.

AV abbreviation alternative vote
axis /'&ksris/ noun an association be-
tween several people, organisations,
or countries that is regarded as a cen-
tre of power or influence



Azapo

Axis /'zksis/ noun the military and
political alliance of Germany, Italy,
and, later, Japan that fought the Allies
in World War 11

ayatollah / aro'tolo/ noun a Muslim
leader, especially in Iran

aye /a1/ noun in the House of Com-
mons, a vote for a motion. ; content o

the Aye lobby, the Ayes lobby a room
in the House of Commons, through
which MPs pass if they are voting for
a motion o the Ayes have it an an-
nouncement that a motion has been
passed

Azapo /o'zepou/ noun a Socialist
political movement in South Africa



Baath /ba:6/ noun a Socialist party
in several Arab countries, including
Iraq and Syria

Baathism /'ba:01z(a)m/ noun the
beliefs of the Baath party, combining
the elements of pan-Arabism, state
control, anti-Semitism and the cult of
an authoritarian ruler. Baathism was
found in Iraq until the overthrow of
Saddam Hussein in 2003, and still ex-
ists in Syria.

back /bak/ verb to support someone
or something o to back a bill to sup-
port a Bill in Parliament

back bench / bk 'bent[/ adjective
referring to the seats behind the front
row in the House of Commons and the
MPs who occupy them o backbench
MPs

backbencher / bak'bent[a/ noun
an ordinary Member of Parliament
who does not sit on the front seats in
the House of Commons, and is not a
government minister or an Opposition
shadow minister. Also called back-
bench MP

back benches /'bxk ,bent [1z/ plu-
ral noun the rows of seats in the House
of Commons, behind the front row,
where the Members of Parliament
who are not government ministers and
not Opposition shadow ministers sit

back channel /bxk  tfaen(o)l/
noun a way of passing sensitive infor-
mation in politics or diplomacy that
avoids the usual procedures o They de-
nied the existence of back-channel
contacts between the two countries o
They uncovered an apparent back
channel (or attempted back channel)
using a businessman who had a rela-

tionship with a minister in their gov-
ernment.

background /'baekgravnd/ noun 1.
past work or experience or family con-
nections o Can you tell us something
of the candidate’s family background?
2. past details o She explained the
background to the claim. o The House
asked for details of the background to
the case. o I know the contractual sit-
uation as it stands now, but can you fill
in the background details?

backwoodsman /'bakwudzmon/
noun formerly, a hereditary peer in the
House of Lords who lived in the coun-
try, appeared only rarely in the House
and was regarded as having reaction-
ary or eccentric opinions (informal)

balance of payments / balons ov
'permoants/ noun the international fi-
nancial position of a country, meas-
ured according to the level of imports
and exports

balance of power /bzlons ov
'pavs/ noun 1. a situation where two
powerful states, or groups of states,
are equal in power o The superpowers
have achieved a balance of power for
the last twenty years. o The rise of the
military government has threatened
the balance of power in the region. 2.
o to hold the balance of power (of a
small group) to be in a position where
no group has a majority and so effec-
tively able to hold power by acting
with another small group o The bal-
ance of power is held by the small
Democratic Party. o Although the Lib-
erals only have two seats on the coun-
cil, they hold the balance of power be-
cause the other two parties have twen-
ty seats each.



bankruptcy

Balkanisation /,bo:lkonar
'ze1f(a)n/ noun the division of an area
into small political units that are often
opposed to each other

ballot /'balot/ noun 1. an election
where people vote for someone by
marking a cross on a paper with a list
of names 2. an act of choosing some-
one by putting names in a box and
then taking one name out at random o
In the House of Commons, private
members Bills are placed in order of
precedence by ballot. m verb 1. to take
a vote by ballot o The company is bal-
loting for the post of president. 2. to
choose by ballot o MPs balloted for
Private Member’s Bills.

ballot box /'balot boks/ noun the
box into which voting papers are put

ballot paper /'balot ,perps/ noun a
paper on which the voter marks a
cross to show for whom he or she
wants to vote

ballot-rigging /'balst rigiy/ noun
1. an illegal attempt to manipulate the
votes in an election so that a specific
candidate or party wins o The elector-
al commission accused the govern-
ment party of ballot-rigging. 2. an ille-
gal attempt to miscount or lose voting
papers, so that a particular candidate
or party wins

bamboo  curtain  /bazm'bu:
ka:t(9)n/ noun the imaginary barrier
that isolated China on ideological
grounds from Western countries after
the Communist revolution of 1949 un-
til 1979

banana republic /bonamno 11
'pablik/ noun a small country with an
economy that depends on the export of
a single product

bandwagon effect /'bendwagon
1,fekt/ noun an increase in votes in a
election for a political party or candi-
date who has been ahead in the opin-
ion polls. Compare boomerang ef-
fect

banishment /'benifmant/ noun
the fact of being ordered to leave a
country or region

bank base rate / bank 'bers rert/
noun the basic rate of interest which a
bank charges

bank charter / baenk 'tfa:ta/ noun
the official government document al-
lowing a banking company to be set
up

bank holiday /bzgk 'holider/
noun in the UK, a day which is a pub-
lic holiday when the banks are closed
(NOTE: The American term is nation-
al holiday.)

Bank of England /bapk ov
'Inlond/ noun the central British bank,
owned by the state, which, together
with the Treasury, regulates the na-
tion’s finances, and which since 1997
has almost complete independence to
set interest rates
COMMENT: The Bank of England is-
sues banknotes (which carry the sig-
natures of its officials). It is the lender
of last resort to commercial banks and
puts into effect the general financial
policies of the government. The Gov-
ernor of the Bank of England is ap-
pointed by the government.
bankrupt /‘bapkrapt/ adjective,
noun referring to people that a court
has decided are incapable of paying
their debts and whose business is tak-
en away from them o a bankrupt prop-
erty developer o He was adjudicated
or declared bankrupt. o She went
bankrupt after two years in business. m
noun someone who is bankrupt o cer-
tificated bankrupt a bankrupt who
has been discharged from bankruptcy
with a certificate to show he or she
was not at fault o discharged bank-
rupt a person who has been released
from being bankrupt o undischarged
bankrupt a person who has been de-
clared bankrupt and has not been re-
leased from that state m verb to make
someone become bankrupt o The re-
cession bankrupted my father.
COMMENT: A person who is bankrupt
cannot serve as a Member of Parlia-
ment, a Justice of the Peace, or a di-
rector of a limited company, and can-
not sign a contract or borrow money.
bankruptcy /‘bapkraptsi/ noun
the state of being bankrupt o The re-



bankruptcy notice

cession has caused thousands of bank-
ruptcies.

bankruptcy notice /bapkraptsi
'nout1s/ noun a notice warning some-
one that they will be declared incapa-
ble of paying their debts and have their
business taken away from them if they
fail to pay money owed

banner /'bena/ noun a piece of ma-
terial on which a slogan or a political
or other statement is written and dis-
played or carried in a protest o The
demonstrators carried banners with
the words ‘Power to the People’.

bar /ba:/ noun 1. the profession of a
barrister, or lawyer qualified to speak
in a higher court o to be called to the
bar to pass examinations and fulfil
certain requirements to become a bar-
rister 2. all barristers or lawyers qual-
ified to speak in the higher courts ¢
the Bar 1. the profession of barrister
2. all barristers ¢ the Bar of the
House 1. a line across the floor of the
House of Commons, behind which
people who are not members can
stand to present petitions or to be
questioned o He appeared in person at
the Bar of the House. 2. a rail across
the floor of the House of Lords, be-
hind which people who are not peers
can stand
COMMENT: At the State Opening of
Parliament MPs go to the House of
Lords and stand behind the Bar of the
House to hear the Queen’s Speech.
baron /'baron/, Baron noun 1. a
person of the lowest rank of nobility in
the British House of Lords, or a life
peer 2. also Baron a nobleman of var-
ious ranks in some European countries
COMMENT: Life peers and peeresses
are barons and baronesses; barons
are directly addressed as ‘Lord’ fol-
lowed by their family name. In some
European countries, Baron is used as
a form of address: so, Baron Smith is
addressed as ‘Lord Smith’, but Baron
Schmidt is addressed as ‘Baron
Schmidt’.
baroness /'beronos/ noun 1. the
wife of a person of the lowest rank of
nobility in the British House of Lords,
a woman of the lowest rank of nobility

in the British House of Lords, or a life
peeress 2. a noblewoman or the wife
of a nobleman of various ranks in
some European countries
COMMENT: A baroness would usually
be directly addressed as ‘Lady’ fol-
lowed by her family name, though she
may be referred to as ‘Baroness’: Bar-
oness Thatcher
baronet /'beronoat/ noun in the UK
, someone who has the title Sir and
whose right to this title can be passed
from father to son
COMMENT: Baronets are addressed as
‘Sir’, followed by the Christian name
and family name; their wives are ad-
dressed as ‘Lady’ followed by the fam-
ily name (so Sir John Smith’s wife is
directly addressed as ‘Lady Smith’);
the title passes to the heir, but does
not qualify the holder for a seat in the
House of Lords. Baronets can be
Members of Parliament.
baronetcy / baro'netsi/ noun atitle
which can be passed from father to
son but does not qualify the holder for
a seat in the House of Lords

barony /'baroni/ noun the title of a

person of the lowest rank of nobility in
the British House of Lords

barricade / bari'kerd/ noun an in-
formal barrier set up to block a street
or passageway, especially by protes-
tors m verb to block a street or pas-
sageway

Barroso /ba'rousau/, Jose Manuel
Durao (b. 1956) the president of the
European Commission (2004-)
basic industry /bersik 'mdostri/
noun an industry on which a country’s
economy depends

basic rate tax /'bersik rert ,taeks/
noun the lowest rate of income tax
basics /'beisiks/ plural noun 1. the
most important facts about something
2. the most essential things such as
food and heating o Their weekly in-
come barely covers the basics. ¢ to
get back to basics 1. to start dis-
cussing the basic facts again 2. to re-
turn to traditional values

basis /'bersis/ noun 1. the point or
number from which calculations are
made o We have calculated the costs
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bilateral

on the basis of a 6% price increase. 2.
the general terms of agreement or gen-
eral principles on which something is
decided o We have three people work-
ing on a freelance basis. o on a short-
term or long-term basis for a short or
long period o He has been appointed
on a short-term basis.

battlebus /'bat(a)lbas/ noun a bus
used by a candidate in an election
campaign to tour the constituency or
country (informal)

beat /bi:t/ verb to defeat someone in
an election o The main Opposition
party was beaten into third place in
the election.

belli y casus belli

belligerency /ba'lidzeransi/ noun
the state of being at war or of threaten-
ing to start a war

belligerent /bo'lidzoront/ adjective
aggressive or at war with another
country o two belligerent states o The
UN will try to achieve a ceasefire be-
tween the belligerent parties. m noun a
country at war with another country o
The UN tried to set up a meeting
where the belligerents could discuss
an exchange of prisoners.

bench /bent[/ noun a long seat for
several people, as found in the Houses
of Parliament. , back benches, front
benches, Opposition front bench

benefit /'benifit/ noun 1. money or
advantage gained from something 2. a
regular payment made to someone un-
der a national or private insurance
scheme o She receives £50 a week as
unemployment benefit. o The sickness
benefit is paid monthly. o The insur-
ance office sends out benefit cheques
each week.

benefit claim /'benifit klerm/
noun a request for a benefit to be paid
benefit tourism /'benifrt
tuariz(e)m/ noun the practice of
moving from a poor country to a rich-
er country to receive its health and so-
cial benefits

Benelux /'benilaks/ noun Belgium,
the Netherlands and Luxembourg

Bentham /'benfom/, Jeremy
(1748-1832) English  philosopher
most famous as the founder of Utili-
tarianism  (NOTE: [all senses]
Bentham’s Ultilitarian principle that
laws should be made so as to
achieve the greatest happiness of
the greatest number of people has
been interpreted in many ways and
is often misunderstood.)

betray /bi'trer/ verb o He betrayed
the secret to the enemy. o to betray
your country to give away your coun-
try’s secrets to an enemy

betting duty / betip 'dju:ti/, bet-
ting tax /'betig taeks/ noun a tax
raised from gambling on horses and
dogs

Bharatiya Janata Party noun an
Indian political party that advocates
Hindu nationalism. Abbr BJP

bicameral / bar'kamorsl/ adjective
of a legislature or law-making body,
having two chambers or houses o The
United Kingdom has a bicameral sys-
tem composed of the House of Com-
mons and House of Lords. o The Unit-
ed States has a bicameral legislative
assembly, composed of the House of
Representatives and the Senate.

bicameralism /bar'keemaral
1z(9)m/ noun a system of government
where there are two houses in the leg-
islature or law-making body (NOTE:
The two chambers are usually re-
ferred to as the Upper and Lower
Houses; systems with only one
chamber are called unicameral.)

Big Ben/,big 'ben/ noun alarge bell
which strikes the hours in the Clock
Tower of the British Houses of Parlia-
ment

big government /big
'gav(e)nmant/ noun government re-
garded disapprovingly as spending too
much and attempting to control too
many aspects of people’s lives

bilateral /bar'let(o)ral/ adjective
(of an activity or agreement) involv-
ing two parties or countries o The min-
ister signed a bilateral trade agree-



bilaterally

ment. » multilateral, trilateral, uni-
lateral

‘...the Federal Government will try to
negotiate with the US to find a bilateral
solution for the dispute’
[Toronto Globe & Mail]

bilaterally /bar'letor(o)li/ adverb
by the action of two parties or coun-
tries o The agreement was reached bi-
laterally.

bill /bil/ noun 1. the draft or first ver-
sion of a new law which will be dis-
cussed in Parliament o The house is
discussing the Noise Prevention Bill. o
The Finance Bill had its second read-
ing yesterday. » Private Member’s
Bill, Private Bill, Public Bill 2. a
written paper which is a promise to
pay money o bill of exchange a docu-
ment which orders one person to pay
another person a sum of money 3. a
charge to be paid for work done o The
bill for cleaning up the beaches will be
very large. m verb to present a bill to
someone so that it can be paid

COMMENT: A Bill passes through the
following stages in Parliament: First
Reading, Second Reading, Com-
mittee Stage, Report Stage and
Third Reading. The Bill goes through
these stages first in the House of
Commons and then in the House of
Lords. When all the stages have been
passed the Bill is given the Royal As-
sent and becomes law as an Act of
Parliament. In the USA, a Bill is intro-
duced either in the House or in the
Senate. Any number of Senators may
jointly sponsor a single bill in the Sen-
ate; in the House of Representatives,
a maximum of 25 members may joint-
ly sponsor a bill. After its introduction,
a bill is referred to a committee which
examines it in public hearings, then
passes it back for general debate in
the full House. The Bill is debated sec-
tion by section in Second Reading
and after being passed by both House
and Senate is engrossed and sent to
the President for signature (or veto).

bill of attainder /,bil ov o'teinds/
noun formerly, a way of punishing
people legally without holding a trial,
especially in cases of treason, by pass-
ing a law in parliament to convict and
sentence them

bill of indictment /bil ov mn
'dartmont/ noun US 1. a draft of an
indictment which is examined by the
court, and when signed becomes an
indictment 2. a list of charges given to
a grand jury, asking them to indict the
accused

bill of rights /b1l ov 'raits/ noun a
list of basic human rights guaranteed
in the law of a specific country

Bill of Rights /b1l ov 'raits/ noun
1. an Act passed in 1689, restating the
rights of Parliament and people after
the Revolution of 1688 2. the first ten
amendments of the constitution of the
United States which refer to the rights
and privileges of the individual

binational /bar'naf(s)nal/ adjec-
tive between two countries

binding precedent /baindip
'presid(o)nt/ noun the decision of a
higher court which has to be followed
by a judge in a lower court

biological warfare /baro
Ind3z1k(9)l 'woifea/ noun the use of
biological material to cause disease
during war

bioterrorism /'baiou,terariz(a)m/
noun terrorist attacks involving the
use of biological or chemical weapons
bipartisan /barpa:tr'zen/ adjec-
tive accepted by the opposition as well
as by the government o a bipartisan
approach to the problem of municipal
finance o a bipartisan foreign policy
a foreign policy agreed between the
Government and Opposition

bipartite /bar'pa:tait/ adjective
with two sides taking part o bipartite
talks

Bircher /'ba:t [o/ noun a member of
the John Birch Society, a right-wing
political organisation in the United
States whose main purpose is fighting
Communism

Bishops’ Bench /bifops 'bentf/
noun the seats in the House of Lords
where the archbishops and bishops
who are members of the House of
Lords sit. The seats have arms unlike
the other seats. » Lords Spiritual



block vote

bisque /bi:sk/ noun the absence of
an MP from the British House of
Commons which is allowed by a whip

BJP abbreviation Bharatiya Janata
Party

black economy /blxk 1'kpnomi/
noun work which is paid for in cash or
goods but not declared to the tax au-
thorities

black list /'blek list/ noun a list of
persons, organisations or things which
are not approved of o the council is
drawing up a black list of suppliers

Black Panther /blak 'pznfo/
noun a member of a militant African
American political organisation op-
posed to white domination that was
active in the United States especially
in the late 1960s and early 1970s

Black Power / blaek 'paus/ noun a
movement formed by Black people in
the United States to encourage social
equality and pride in their racial iden-
tity
Black Rod /blxk 'rod/ noun a
member of the Queen’s staff in the
British Houses of Parliament, who
performs ceremonial functions, par-
ticularly at the State Opening of Par-
liament. Also called Gentleman
Usher of the Black Rod
COMMENT: Like the Sergeant at Arms
in the Commons, Black Rod is respon-
sible for keeping order in the House of
Lords. His best-known duty is to go
from the Lords to summon the Com-
mons to attend the opening of Parlia-
ment and hear the Queen’s Speech.
Black Sash / blek 'sa&f/ noun orig-
inally an organisation of white women
campaigners against apartheid in
South Africa, now a multiracial organ-
isation which promotes civil rights

Blair /bles/, Tony (b. 1953) He was
elected Labour Party leader in 1994,
became prime minister in 1997 and
was the first Labour leader to be re-
elected, in 2001

Blairism /'bleariz(o)m/ noun the
political policies and style of govern-
ment of Tony Blair, especially moder-
ate and gradual social reform, prudent

financial management, and tight con-
trol over the presentation of policy

blame /bleim/ verb to say that some-
one has done something wrong or is
responsible for a mistake o The coun-
cil chairman blamed the opposition
for not supporting the amendment. o
The lack of fire equipment was blamed
by the coroner for the deaths. o The
spokesman blamed the closure of the
hospital on the lack of government
funds.

bloc /blok/ noun a group of countries
who co-operate as a result of having
the same political views o a power
bloc o the former Eastern bloc

block /blok/ verb to stop something
taking place o He used his casting vote
to block the motion. o The planning
committee blocked the plan to build a
motorway through the middle of the
town. o to block a Bill to prevent a
Bill being discussed at a sitting of the
House of Commons, by objecting to it
formally

blockade /blp'kerd/ noun an act of
preventing goods or people going into
or out of a place o the government
brought in goods by air to beat the
blockade o the enemy lifted the block-
ade of the port for two months to let in
emergency supplies m verb to prevent
goods or food or people going into or
coming out of a place o The town was
blockaded by the enemy navy.

blocked currency  /blokt
'karansi/ noun money which cannot
be taken out of a country because of
exchange controls

block grant /blok 'gra:nt/ noun
money granted by the central govern-
ment to a local authority to add to
money received from rates or local
taxes. Also called Rate Support
Grant

blocking minority /'blokiy mar
.noriti/ noun a group who can veto a
proposal even though they are in a mi-
nority, as operates in some cases in the
EU Council of Ministers

block vote /,blok 'vout/ nouna vote
by someone who is representing the
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wishes of a large number of people in
a particular organisation such as a
trade union

Bloquiste /,blok'izst/ noun a mem-
ber or supporter of the Bloc Québé-
cois

blue /blu:/ noun the colour tradition-
ally used by the British Conservative
Party and other parties of the Rightc a
true-blue Tory a person who has
strongly Conservative views

Blue Book /,blu: 'buk/ noun a gov-
ernment publication with a blue cover,
e.g. the report of a Royal Commission
blue laws /'blu: Io:z/ plural noun
US laws relating to what can or cannot
be done on a Sunday

blue pencil /,blu: 'pensal/ verb for-
merly, to cross out items from a news-
paper or report which it was forbidden
to publish

Bn abbreviation baron

board /bs:d/ noun a group of people
who run an organisation, e.g. a com-
pany, trust or society o board of di-
rectors a group of directors elected by
the shareholders to run a company o
the government has two representa-
tives on the board of the nationalized
industry o he sits on the board as a
representative of the bank o two direc-
tors were removed from the board at
the AGM © board of management a
group of people who manage an or-
ganisation

Board of Deputies /bo:d ov
'depjutiz/ noun a body that repre-
sents the legal and political interests of
British Jews

Board of Trade /,bo:d ov 'trerd/
noun a British government depart-
ment that regulates commerce and
promotes exports, part of the Depart-
ment for Trade and Industry since
1970. » President of the Board of
Trade

body /'bodi/ noun 1. an organisation
or group of people who work together
o Parliament is an elected body. o The
governing body of the university has
to approve the plan to give the Presi-
dent a honorary degree. » non-de-

partmental public body 2. a large
amount of something o a growing
body of evidence o body of opinion a
group of people who have the same
view about something o There is a
considerable body of opinion which
believes that capital punishment
should be reintroduced.
body politic /bodi 'polotik/ noun
all the people of a state considered as
a group
bollweevil /'bolwizval/ noun US a
senator or congressman from one of
the states of the Deep South (informal)
Bolshevik /'bolfovik/ adjective 1.
referring to the main Communist party
in Russia at the time of the Revolution
of 1917 o Lenin was the leader of the
Bolshevik Party. 2. Communist, usual-
ly referring to the Soviet Union (dated
informal) m noun a member of a Com-
munist Party, especially in the Soviet
Union, or someone with left-wing
views (dated informal)
COMMENT: The word comes from the
Russian ‘bolshinstvo’, meaning major-
ity, because this section of the Com-
munist Party was in the majority at the
time of the Russian Revolution.
bolshevism /'bolfoviz(o)m/ noun
the form of Communism supported by
Lenin
Bolshevism /'bolfoviz(o)m/ noun
1. the beliefs of the Bolsheviks, espe-
cially the need for the overthrow of
capitalism 2. Communism or revolu-
tionary socialism
bona fide /bouns 'fardi/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘in good faith’ o a
bona fide offer an offer which is
made honestly or which can be trusted
bona fides /,bouns 'fardi:z/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘good faith’: evi-
dence of honesty and good standing o
Her bona fides was or were accepted
by the company.
bonded /'bondid/ adjective held un-
der restrictions
bondholder /'bondhoulds/ noun a
person who invests in government
stocks
boomerang effect /'buimoran 1
fekt/ noun a decline in votes in an
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election for a political party or candi-
date who has been ahead in the opin-
ion polls. Compare bandwagon ef-
fect

booth /bu:d/ nouny polling booth

border /'bs:da/ noun the frontier be-
tween two countries o a border town o
He was stopped by the border guards.

borough /'baro/ noun a town which
has been given the right to have its
own council. » rotten borough o bor-
ough architect, borough engineer,
borough treasurer the officials in
charge of the new buildings or ma-
chinery or finances of a borough
COMMENT: A borough is an officially in-
corporated town, which has a charter
granted by Parliament. A borough is
run by an elected council, with a may-
or as its official head. Most boroughs
are represented in Parliament by at
least one MP.
borough council /baro 'kaunsal/
noun the representatives elected to run
a borough

borough valuer /baro 'veljuo/
noun an official who estimates the
value of property, especially where the
owner is applying for a grant or where
the council is considering buying the
property

borrowing /'boroumy/ noun the
practice of taking money from some-
one with their agreement and with the
intention of repaying it later o Govern-
ment borrowing is set to increase. o
public sector borrowing require-
ment (PSBR) the amount of money
which a government has to borrow to
pay for its own spending

Boston Tea Party /boston 'ti:
.pa:ti/ noun a protest against taxes
imposed by Britain made by the citi-
zens of Boston in 1773 that led to the
War of American Independence. The
protesters boarded three British ships
and threw their cargoes of tea over-
board.

boundary /'baund(o)ri/, boundary
line /'baund(a)ri lain/ noun a line
marking the edge of an area of land, a
border or frontier o The boundary dis-
pute dragged through the courts for

yvears. o The borough boundary is
marked by road signs.

Boundary Commission
/,baund(d)ri ko'mif(e)n/ noun the
committee which examines the area
and population of constituencies for
the House of Commons and recom-
mends changes to make all Members
of Parliament represent roughly simi-
lar numbers of people

bounty /'baunti/ noun 1. a govern-
ment payment or subsidy made to help
an industry 2. a payment made by
government to someone who has
saved lives or found treasure

bourgeois /'buozwa:/ adjective 1.
middle class or referring to the class of
businessmen and professional people
2. used by Communists to criticise an
outlook which is traditional and con-
servative and opposed to communism
o The Party is trying to reduce its
bourgeois image by promoting young
activists to the Central Committee. m
noun a middle-class person

bourgeoisie /buozwa'zii/ noun the
middle class, usually the richer upper
levels of the middle class, formed of
businessmen and professional people

boycott /'botkot/ noun a refusal to
buy or to deal in goods from a country
or company, used as a punishment o
The union organised a boycott against
or of imported cars. m verb to refuse to
buy or to deal in goods from a country
or company, as a punishment o The
company’s products have been boy-
cotted by the main department stores.
o We are boycotting all imports from
that country. o to boycott a meeting
to refuse to attend a meeting

bracket /'brakit/ noun a group o in-
come bracket, tax bracket a level of
income where a percentage tax applies
m verb to group together

branch /bra:ntf/ noun 1. a local of-
fice of a bank or large business; a local
shop of a large chain of shops o The
bank or the store has branches in most
towns in the south of the country. o
The insurance company has closed its
branches in South America. o He is
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the manager of our local branch of
Lloyds bank. o We have decided to
open a branch office in Chicago. o The
manager of our branch in Lagos or of
our Lagos branch. 2. a section of gov-
ernment o The three branches of gov-
ernment are the executive, the legisla-
ture and the judiciary. 3. a part or sep-
arate section o The school welfare
service is a branch of the county edu-
cation service. o The Law of Contract
and the Law of Tort are branches of
civil law.

branch stacking  /'bramnt[
,staekiy/ noun the practice of recruit-
ing new members to a political party
with the aim of influencing the selec-
tion of new candidates for office

breach of confidence / bri:t[ ov
'konfid(a)ns/ noun the act of reveal-
ing a secret which someone has told
you
breach of privilege /briitf ov
'‘privilid3/ noun the act of doing
something that may harm the reputa-
tion or power of Parliament, e.g. by
speaking or writing in a defamatory
way about an MP or about Parliament
itself
COMMENT: Breaches of parliamentary
privilege can take the form of many
types of action; the commonest are
threats to MPs, or insulting language
about MPs; speaking in a rude way
about Parliament in public; wild be-
haviour in the public galleries; trying to
influence witnesses appearing before
parliamentary committees.
breach of the peace/bri:t[ ov 0o
'pits/ noun a disturbance which is
likely to annoy or frighten people
breach of trust / briit[ ov 'trast/
noun the failure of someone who has
undertaken to do a job on behalf of
someone else to perform that job hon-
estly or effectively
break down /,breik 'daun/ verb 1.
to stop or fail o the negotiations be-
tween Iraq and USA broke down 2. to
show the details section by section o
The trade figures are broken down
into visible and invisible exports.
break off / breik 'nf/ verb to stop o
We broke off the discussion at mid-

night. o The government has broken
off negotiations with the insurgents. o
to break off diplomatic relations
with a country to recall the ambassa-
dor and close down the embassy in a
country

break out / breik 'aut/ verb to start
suddenly o War broke out between the
ethnic groups in the region.

break up /breik 'ap/ verb 1. to di-
vide something large into small sec-
tions o The company was broken up
and separate divisions sold off. 2. to
come to an end or to make something
come to an end o The meeting broke
up at 12.30. o The police broke up the
protest meeting.

bribe /braib/ noun money offered to
someone to get them to do something
to help you, especially something dis-
honest o The minister was accused of
taking bribes. m verb to give someone
money to get them to help you, espe-
cially by doing something dishonest o
He bribed a senior official to get the
import licence.

bribery /'braib(o)ri/ noun the crime
of paying someone money to get them
to do something to help you, especial-
ly by doing something dishonest o
Bribery in the security warehouse is
impossible to stamp out.

brief /bri:f/ verb to explain some-
thing to someone in detail o The su-
perintendent briefed the press on the
progress of the investigation. o to
brief a minister, officer to give a min-
ister or officer all the details of the
case which he will argue in Parliament
or on TV or in committee

briefing /'bri:fiy/ noun an occasion
when someone is given information
about something o All the Whitehall
Jjournalists attended a briefing given
by the minister.

briefing papers /'bri:fig ,peipoz/
plural noun documents prepared by
officials for a Minister to study
bring down /brig 'daun/ verb to
make a government lose power o The
government was brought down by the
scandal.
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bring forward /,brip 'forwod/ verb
to move something to an earlier date o
The date of the hearing has been
brought forward to March.

bring up /,brig 'Ap/ verb to refer to
something for the first time o The
chairman brought up the question of
corruption in the police force.

brinkmanship  /'brigksmonip/
noun especially in international rela-
tions, the practice of allowing a dis-
pute to come close to war in the hope
of forcing the opposition to agree to a
proposal

Brit /brit/ noun a British person
(informal)

Britain /'brit(o)n/, Great Britain
noun the country formed of the is-
lands off the north coast of Europe
(NOTE: Britain is formed of England,
Wales and Scotland; together with
Northern Ireland it forms the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland.)

British /'britif/ adjective referring
to Britain or Great Britain m noun the
people who live in Britain or are citi-
zens of Britain living abroad o the
British the inhabitants or citizens of
Britain

British Isles / britif 'ailz/ noun the
group of islands off the north coast of
Europe, consisting of the United
Kingdom (England, Wales, Scotland
and Northern Ireland) the Republic of
Ireland, the Channel Islands and the
Isle of Man

British Standards Institute
/britif 'steendadz ,nstitjuit/ noun
an official body which makes rules
about standards of quality and safety
Briton /'brit(a)n/ noun a British per-
son

budget /'bad3zit/ noun a plan of ex-
pected spending and income, usually
for a period of one year, e.g. the plan
made by a government’s finance min-
ister o the Budget the annual plan of
taxes and government spending pro-
posed by a finance minister o the
Budget statement a speech by a
Chancellor of the Exchequer present-

ing his budget to Parliament o the min-
ister put forward a budget aimed at
slowing down the economy o the
Chancellor began his budget state-
ment at 3.30 o the budget debate or the
debate on the budget lasted for two
days o to balance the budget to plan
income and expenditure so that they
balance o the president is planning for
a balanced budget m verb to make
plans of expected spending and in-
come o The council is budgeting for a
25% increase in expenditure on roads.
‘...the council could refuse to set a legal
budget which would result in its being
unable to borrow money and pay its em-
ployees’ [Local Government News]
budgetary /'bad3zit(o)ri/ adjective
referring to a budget
budgetary control /badzit(o)ri
kon'troul/ noun the process of keep-
ing a check on spending
budgetary policy /badzit(o)ri
'‘polisi/ noun the policy of planning
income and spending
budgetary requirements
/badzit(d)ri ri'kwaromontz/ plural
noun the spending or income needed
by the government’s plans

Budget box /'badzit boks/ noun an
old red case in which the Chancellor
of the Exchequer traditionally carried
the Budget papers to Parliament on the
day he announced the budget for the
next year. » despatch box

budget deficit /'badzit  defisit/
noun the amount by which what a
government spends is more than what
it receives in tax and other income

budgeting /'bad3itig/ noun the ac-
tivity of preparing plans about spend-
ing and income

budget variance /bad3rt
'vearions/ noun the difference be-
tween the plans made in a budget and
what the actual spending and income
is

buffer /'bafa/ noun a country or area
of land between two countries which
prevents them attacking one another o
The UN tried to establish a buffer zone
between the two warring factions. o
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The small country found it had be-
come a buffer state between the two
belligerents.

buffer state /'bafo stert/ noun a
small neutral state that is between two
potentially hostile countries and there-
fore reduces the risk of conflict be-
tween them

building permit /'bildiy ,p3:mit/
noun an official document which al-
lows someone to build on a piece of
land

bully pulpit /'buli ,pulpit/ noun a
position of authority that gives the
holder the opportunity of a wide audi-
ence for his or her views, e.g. a politi-
cal office

Bundesbank /'bundazbank/ noun
the German Central Bank

Bundesrat /'‘bundozra:t/ noun 1.
the upper house of the legislature in
Austria and Germany 2. the federal
council in Switzerland, similar to a
cabinet

Bundestag /'bundozta:g/ noun the
lower house of legislature in Germany

bureau /'bjusrou/ noun 1. an office
that provides a particular service o a
legal advice bureau o an employment
bureau 2. a government office or
agency 3. mainly US a government
department o the European Affairs
Bureau v, Politburo (NOTE: The plural
is bureaux.) o the Bureau Same as
FBI 4. an organisation that collects
news

bureaucracy /bjuo'rokrosi/ noun
1. the group of civil servants or offi-
cials who run central or local govern-
ment o The investigation of com-
plaints is in the hands of the local bu-
reaucracy. o The new president found
it difficult to change the way the bu-
reaucracy worked. 2. an annoying and
puzzling system of rules (informal) o
too much bureaucracy and red tape
bureaucrat /'bjuorokrat/ noun
someone who works in a government
or official office (often disapproving)
o The bureaucrats in the state capital
are well-known for the slowness of
their decision-making.

bureaucratic / bjuora'kretik/ ad-
jective referring to a bureaucracy or to
bureaucrats (often disapproving) o
You have to follow the correct bureau-
cratic procedures. o The investigation
has been held up by bureaucratic
muddle.

burgermeister /'b3igomarsto/
noun the mayor of a German town

burgh /'bars/ noun a Scottish bor-
ough or town

burgher /'b3:ga/ noun a person who
lives in a borough or town

burgomaster /'ba:goma:sto/ noun
the mayor of a Dutch or Flemish town

Burke, Edmund /bs:k/ noun the
Irish politician and writer (1729-97),
whose ideas are often said to sum up
traditional conservatism best (NOTE:
Burke’s theory of representation is
still quoted in the modern world. He
believed that an MP should work for
all his constituents, not just those
who voted for him, and that the MP
should decide for himself how to vote
without referring back to seek the
views of his constituents.)

Bush /bu[/, George W. (b. 1946) the
43rd president of the United States
(2001-)

business /'biznis/ noun 1. the work
of making, buying or selling 2. a com-
pany, shop or factory which makes,
buys or sells things o He owns a small
car repair business. o She runs a busi-
ness from her home. o He set up in
business as an insurance broker. 3.
things that are discussed in a meeting
o The main business of the meeting
was finished by 3 p.m. o any other
business item at the end of an agenda,
where any matter can be raised. Abbr
AOB o the business of the House, the
business of the day matters for dis-
cussion in the House of Commons on
a particular day

business committee /biznis ko
'mi1ti/ noun a committee set up by the
House of Commons to discuss the de-
tails of how the work of the House of
Commons is to be organised
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business rate /'biznis reit/ noun a
local tax paid by businesses in the UK
business ratepayer /biznos
'rertpera/ noun a business which pays
local taxes on a shop or factory
Butskellism /'batskaliz(o)m/ noun
the relatively similar policies of the
Conservative and Labour parties in the
United Kingdom in the 1950s, when
R. A. Butler and Hugh Gaitskell were
the chancellors of the two parties
when in power.

by-election /'bar 1,lekfon/ noun an
election for Parliament or for a council
in one constituency or ward held be-
cause of the death or retirement of the
person first elected

bylaw /bar 1o:/, byelaw, by-law,
bye-law noun a rule or law made by a
local authority or public body and not
by central government o The bylaws
forbid playing ball games in the pub-
lic gardens. o According to the local
bylaws, noise must be limited in the
town centre.
COMMENT: Bylaws must be made by
bodies which have been authorized by
Parliament, before they can become
legally effective.
Byzantine /bar'zenatin/ adjective
too complicated to be easily under-
stood o It is difficult to follow the Byz-
antine discussions between the two
countries about the boundary dispute.
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CA abbreviation consular agent
CAB /si: er 'bi:, kaeb/, CABX ab-
breviation Citizens’ Advice Bureau or
Bureaux

cabal /ko'ba:l/ noun a small group
of politicians who plan action in secret
to get power or advantage

cabinet /'’kabinst/ noun Cabinet 1.
a committee formed of the most im-
portant members of the government,
chosen by the Prime Minister or Pres-
ident to be in charge of the main gov-
ernment departments o Cabinet meet-
ings are held in the Cabinet room. o
The Cabinet meets on Thursday morn-
ings. o The Prime Minister held a
meeting of the Cabinet yesterday. » in-
ner cabinet, kitchen cabinet 2. a
meeting of the Cabinet o The Prime
Minister held a Cabinet yesterday. o
The decision was taken at Thursday’s
Cabinet.

Cabinet Committee /'kabinoat ko
,mi1ti/ noun one of a number of com-
mittees which are formed from Cabi-
net ministers, junior ministers or civil
servants, who advise the Cabinet and
Prime Minister on certain matters

Cabinet government /kabinot
'gav(e)nmant/ noun a form of gov-
ernment where a Prime Minister or
President works closely with a group
of ministers

COMMENT: In most forms of Cabinet
government (as in the UK), the Prime
Minister or President chooses the
members of his Cabinet and can dis-
miss them if necessary. In some coun-
tries, MPs of the ruling party elect the
members of the Cabinet, with the re-
sult that the Prime Minister has less
overall power over the decisions of the
Cabinet, and cannot dismiss ministers
easily.

Cabinet Minister /keabinot
'ministd/ noun a minister who is a
member of the Cabinet

Cabinet Office /kabinot 'pfis/
noun the section of the British Civil
Service which works for the Prime
Minister and the Cabinet

Cabinet Secretary /kebinot
'sekratri/ noun the head of the Cabi-
net Office and of the British Civil
Service, who attends Cabinet meet-
ings. Also called Secretary to the
Cabinet

cadre /'ka:do/ noun an active mem-
ber or group of key members of a par-
ty, especially a Marxist party

calendar /'kelinds/ noun 1. a book
or set of sheets of paper showing the
days and months in a year, often at-
tached to pictures 2. a list of events
with the dates on which they will take
place 3. US a list of Bills for consider-
ation by committees of the House of
Representatives or the Senate
COMMENT: The Senate has only one
calendar, but the House of Represent-
atives has several: the Consent Cal-
endar for uncontroversial bills; the
Discharge Calendar for motions to
discharge a committee of its responsi-
bility for a bill; the House Calendar for
bills which do not involve raising reve-
nue or spending money; and the Un-
ion Calendar for bills which raise reve-
nue or appropriate money for expend-
iture.
calendar Wednesday / kzlinds
'wenzdel/ noun the day of the week
when the House of Representatives
can consider bills from committees
during a short debate

call for /'ko:1 o1/ verb to ask public-
ly for something, or say that some-



31

canton

thing is necessary o The Opposition
called for the Minister’s resignation.
call in/ ko:l 'in/ verb 1. to visit for a
short time o The MPs called in to a
shopping centre on their campaign
trail. 2. to ask someone to come to
help o The Department of Trade de-
cided to call in the Fraud Squad to
help in the investigation. 3. to ask for
plans to be sent for examination o The
minister has called in the plans for the
new supermarket. 4. to ask for money
to be paid o The Central banks have
called in the country’s debts.

call off /ko:l 'of/ verb to ask for
something not to take place or not to
continue o The search for the missing
children has been called off. o The vis-
it was called off because the Foreign
Minister was ill.

call on /ko:l pn/ verb 1. to visit
someone o The visiting Swedish For-
eign Minister called on the President
yesterday for talks. 2. to ask someone
to do something o The minister called
on community leaders to help prevent
street crime.

camarilla / keema'r1lo/ noun a small
group of advisers, especially a group
privately advising an important person
camera /'’kem(o)ro/ » in camera
campaign /kem'pemn/ noun 1. a
planned method of working to achieve
something o The government has
launched a campaign against drunken
drivers. 2. the work of candidates be-
fore an election when they try to win
votes m verb 1. to try to change some-
thing by writing about it or by holding
protest meetings or by lobbying Mem-
bers of Parliament o They are cam-
paigning for the abolition of the death
penalty. or They are campaigning
against the death penalty. o She is
campaigning for the reintroduction of
the death penalty. o He is campaign-
ing for a revision of the Official Se-
crets Act. 2. to try to get people to vote
for you in an election o She is cam-
paigning on the issue of more money
for the school system. o He had been
campaigning all day from the top of a
bus.

campaigner /kem'pems/ noun a
person who is campaigning for a party
or for a candidate or for a cause o He
is an experienced political campaign-
er. o She is a campaigner for women’s
rights.

campaign trail /kem'pemn trerl/
noun a series of meetings or visits
which are held by a candidate before
an election in order to win votes o She
is out on the campaign trail again this
week.

Camp David / keemp 'dervid/ noun
the official country home of the Presi-
dents of the United States

camp follower /kemp 'folous/
noun a person who supports a party or
leader for selfish reasons (disapprov-
ing)

Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms noun a statement of
the fundamental rights and freedoms
of Canadian citizens that forms part of
the Constitution Act, 1982

cancel /'kansal/ verb to stop or call
off something

cancellation clause /kanso
'lexf(e)n Klo:z/ noun a clause in a
contract which states when the con-
tract may be brought to an end

candidacy /'kendidssi/, candida-
ture /'kaendidst [o/ noun the fact of
taking part in an election o The Sena-
tor has announced his candidacy for
the Presidential election.

candidate /'kendrdert/ noun 1.
someone who takes part in an election
o the Conservative or Labour or Lib-
eral candidate (NOTE: Candidates for
election to Parliament must be Brit-
ish citizens over 21 years of age.) 2.
someone or something that is assessed
for their suitability for something o We
interviewed ten candidates for the
post of communications officer. o The
hotel is one of the main candidates for
the conference location.

canton /'’kanton/ noun one of the
22 official regions into which Switzer-
land and some other countries are di-
vided
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canvass /'kanvas/ verb to visit peo-
ple to ask them to vote for a certain
candidate or to say what they think o
Party workers are out canvassing vot-
ers. o to canvass support to ask peo-
ple to support you o She is canvassing
support for his Bill among members of
the Opposition

canvasser /'kenvosa/ noun a per-
son who visits people to ask them to
vote for a certain candidate or to say
what they think

canvassing /'kenvosiy/ noun the
action of asking people to vote for
some party or candidate, or to say
what they think

CAP abbreviation Common Agricul-
tural Policy

capita /'kapito/ » per capita
capital /'kepit(o)l/ noun 1. money
and property used in a business 2. »
capital city

capital city / kaepit(o)l 'siti/ noun
the main town in a country, where the
government and parliament are usual-
ly found

capital crime /kapit(ao)l 'krarm/
noun a crime for which the punish-
ment is death. Also called capital of-
fence

capital gains /kepit(o)l 'geinz/
noun money made by selling property
or shares at a profit

capital gains tax /kapit(o)l
'geinz ,teks/ noun a tax paid on cap-
ital gains

capitalism /'keprit(a)liz(e)m/ noun
1. the belief in the economic system
based on the private ownership of
money and property used to create
profits 2. the economic system, where
money and property are owned pri-
vately and businesses are run for profit
by their owners rather than by the state
capitalist /'kaprt(o)list/ noun a
person who owns money and property
and uses them to make profits (some-
times disapproving) m adjective
based on capitalism as an economic
system o capitalist countries coun-
tries, mainly in the West, whose econ-
omies are run on capitalist principles o

the capitalist system all capitalist
countries working together
capitalistic / kapito'listik/ adjec-
tive similar to capitalism (disapprov-
ing)

capital levy / kapit(o)l 'levi/ noun
a tax on the value of a person’s prop-
erty and possessions

capital transfer tax /kaprt(o)l
'trensf3: taeks/ noun a tax paid
when property or large sums of money
are given by one person to another
Capitol /'kapit(a)l/ noun the build-
ing in Washington, D.C., where the
US Senate and House of Representa-
tives meet

Capitol Hill / kapit(a)l 'hil/ noun a
hill in Washington D.C., on which the
Capitol building stands, together with
other important government buildings
o on Capitol Hill, on the Hill in the
US Senate or House of Representa-
tives o The feeling on Capitol Hill is
that the President will veto the propos-
al.

Captain of the Honourable
Corps of Gentleman-at-Arms
/keptmn ov O1 ,on(a)rob(d)l ko:
,dzent(s)lman ot 'armz/ noun in the
House of Lords, the Government
Chief Whip. » Parliamentary Secre-
tary to the Treasury

capture /'kapt [a/ verb to take or get
control of something o The Opposi-
tion captured six seats in the general
election.

card vote /'ka:d vout/ noun a vote
taken at meetings of the Trades Union
Congress, where union representa-
tives vote on behalf of the members of
their union by holding up a card show-
ing the number of members they are
representing

care order /'kes ,0:do/ noun an or-
der from a juvenile court, putting a
child into the care of a local authority
care proceedings /keo pro
,sitdingz/ plural noun legal action to
put a child into the care of someone
caretaker /'keoteiko/ adjective
temporarily responsible for a job or
activity
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caretaker government
/ keateiko 'gav(e)nmont/ noun a
government that is in power temporar-
ily until an election is held

CARICOM /'karikom/ abbreviation
Caribbean Community and Common
Market

carousel retaliation / kara'sel r1
teelierf(a)n/ noun in a trade dispute,
especially between the United States
and the European Union, the imposi-
tion of high import tariffs on a list of
imports that is changed regularly to
widen the effect

carpetbagger /'ka:pit,begs/ noun
US a person from one part of a coun-
try who goes to another part of that
country where he or she is unknown to
try to get elected (informal)
carpetbagging /'ka:rpot,baegiy/
noun US the activity of a person going
from one part of a country to another
part where he or she is unknown to try
to get elected (informal)

carry /'keri/ verb 1. to take some-
thing from one place to another o car-
rying offensive weapons the offence
of holding a weapon or something
such as a bottle which could be used as
a weapon 2. to vote to approve a pro-
posal o the motion was carried a for-
mal suggestion to do something was
agreed when the majority of people
voting supported it 3. to keep the sup-
port of someone o the government
carried the day the government won
the vote o he was not able to carry
his supporters with him his support-
ers voted against him 4. (of a crime) to
be punished with a particular form of
punishment o The offence carries a
maximum sentence of two years’ im-
prisonment. 5. to publish or broadcast
news o The newspapers and television
bulletins carried the story for a week.
6. to display information o All ciga-
rette packets and adverts carry a gov-
ernment health warning, 7. to have
something as a quality o The policy
carries the risk that older people will
feel it doesn’t meet their needs. 8. to
accept responsibility for something o
The school must carry part of the

blame for the accident. 9. US to win
an election in a particular place o The
Democrats are expected to carry the
state again. < to carry conviction to
be considered certain or true o His as-
surances do not carry conviction.
carry forward / kari 'forwad/ verb
to continue to make progress with
something o carrying forward policies
to support families

carry out / kari 'avt/ verb to do a
job, or obey an order o The police car-
ried out the raid with great speed. o
The agent was only carrying out or-
ders.

carry through /'keri Oru:/ verb to
do something that it was planned to do
o The government carried through re-
forms to the House of Lords.

carte blanche /ka:t 'blaintf/
French phrase meaning ‘white card’:
permission given by someone to an-
other person, allowing him or her to
act in any way necessary to achieve
something o He has carte blanche to
act on behalf of the government or The
government has given him carte
blanche to act on its behalf.

cartel /ka:'tel/ noun an alliance
among parties or groups having com-
mon aims o the oil cartel

cartelise /ka:'telaiz/ verb to form a
cartel of business companies or politi-
cal groups

case /kers/ noun 1. a question to be
investigated by the police or to be de-
cided in a law court 2. the arguments
or facts put forward by one side in a
debate or law court o The proposer of
the motion put forward a very strong
case for repealing the statute. o The
government’s case is particularly
weak. o There is a strong case against
the accused.

case law /'kers Io:/ noun law as es-
tablished by the decisions of courts in
earlier cases

cast /ka:st/ verb o to cast a vote to
vote o Fewer than 50% of the popula-
tion bothered to cast their votes.
caste /ka:st/ noun one of the hered-
itary divisions in a Hindu society



casting vote

where social classes were formerly
strictly divided

casting vote / ka:stig 'vout/ noun
a vote used by the chairman in a case
where the votes for and against a pro-
posal are equal o The chairman has a
casting vote. o He used his casting
vote to block the motion.

casual vacancy / kaezusl
'veikonsi/ noun a position on a com-
mittee which is empty and needs to be
filled temporarily until the next full
committee elections take place

casus belli /ka:zos 'belii/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘case for war’: a rea-
son which is used to explain why a
country has gone to war

catch /kat[/ verb o to catch the
Speaker’s eye (of an MP) to stand up
to show the Speaker a wish to speak in
a debate

caucus /'ko:kas/ noun1. a group of
people in a political party, or a politi-
cal assembly who meet to influence
policy or choose a candidate 2. US a
meeting of powerful members of a po-
litical party particularly in the US
Congress (NOTE: The plural is cau-
cuses.)

caudillo noun (in Spanish-speak-
ing countries) a military or political
leader

cause list /'ko:z list/ noun a list of
cases which are to be heard by a court

CBI /n/ abbreviation Confederation of
British Industry

Cd abbreviation command (paper)

CD /sii'di:/ abbreviation Corps
Diplomatique

ceasefire /'sizsfaro/ noun an agree-
ment by two sides in a war to stop
fighting for a time o A ceasefire is due
to come into effect. o Both sides have
observed the ceasefire.

cede /sid/ verb to pass possession of
territory from one country to another o
The Philippines were ceded to the
USA by Spain in 1898. » cession

CEHR abbreviation Commission for
Equality and Human Rights

cell /sel/ noun a small group of peo-
ple who work closely or secretly to-
gether within a larger organisation, es-
pecially a political organisation

censor /'sensd/ noun 1. in some
countries, an official whose job is to
say whether books, films or television
programmes are acceptable and can be
published or shown to the public o The
film was cut or was banned or was
passed by the censor. 2. in some coun-
tries, an official whose duty is to pre-
vent the publishing of secret informa-
tion or of information which may be
harmful to the government o All press
reports have to be passed by the cen-
sor. m verb to perform the work of cen-
sors o All press reports are censored
by the government. o The news of the
riots was censored. o The TV report
has been censored and only parts of it
can be shown.

censorship /'sensafip/ noun the
act of censoring published or broad-
cast material o TV reporters com-
plained of government censorship. o
The government has imposed strict
press censorship or censorship of the
press. (NOTE: no plural)

censure /'sen[a/ noun strong criti-
cism o motion of censure, censure
motion a proposal from the Opposi-
tion to pass a vote to criticise the gov-
ernment m verb to criticise someone
strongly o The Opposition put forward
a motion to censure the Government. o
The Borough Architect was censured
for failing to consult the engineers.

central bank /,sentral 'begk/ noun
the main government-controlled bank
in a country, which sets interest rates
and issues currency and tries to con-
trol the foreign exchange rate

Central Committee /sentral ko
'mi1ti/ noun in a Communist party, the
group responsible for party policy

central government /sentrol
'gav(e)nmont/ noun the system of
administration which operates nation-
ally and deals with matters affecting
the whole country, as opposed to local
or regional government, which deal



35

CGS

with matters which concern only some
parts of the country

Central Intelligence Agency
/,sentral 1m'telid3(o)ns ,erd3(o)nsi/
noun US the main government intelli-
gence office in the USA. Abbr CIA
(NOTE: The equivalent UK organisa-
tions are MI5 and MI6.)

centralisation /sentralar
'ze1[(a)n/, centralization noun a po-
litical movement which aims to move
towards a situation by which as many
government activities as possible take
place in one place rather than in many
places

centralise /'sentralaiz/, centralize
verb to try to achieve control of some-
thing from one point rather than many
points o The gathering of all personal
records has been centralised in the
headquarters of the Department of
Health.

centralism /'sentroliz(o)m/ noun a
political system where decisions are
taken by a central group of people

centre /'senta/ noun 1. the position
occupied by parties or people in the
middle of the range of political ideas o
The Liberal Democrats in the UK are
often thought to be in the centre.
(NOTE: The US spelling is center.) o
left of centre tending towards social-
ism o right of centre tending towards
conservatism o a left-of-centre politi-
cal group o The Cabinet was formed
mainly of right-of-centre supporters of
the Prime Minister. 2. an important
town o an industrial centre o the cen-
tre for the shoe industry (NOTE: The
US spelling is center.) 3. an office
(NOTE: The US spelling is center.) m
1. a place where people can go for in-
formation or advice 2. a building used
for a particular activity o a sports cen-
tre o an out-of-town shopping centre o
a conference centre
COMMENT: The division of political par-
ties and political ideas into left, right
and centre dates from the French
Revolution when deputies in the Na-
tional Assembly sat on the left or right
of the chamber according to their
views. It was easiest to apply these la-
bels when socialist (left) parties faced

conservative (right) parties in the mid-
dle years of the twentieth century.
Some commentators say the old divi-
sions of left and right are less and less
relevant in the modern world, but they
continue to be used.
Centrelink /'sentalipk/ noun an
Australian government agency that of-
fers to the public services such as ad-
vice on finding employment and eligi-
bility for social security payments

centrism /'sentriz(o)m/ noun sup-
port for moderate political or other
views

centrist /'sentrist/ adjective refer-
ring to the centre in politics o The
group advocates a return to centrist
politics. m noun a person who is in fa-
vour of the centre in politics

ceremonial /,seri'mounial/ adjec-
tive referring to a ceremony o ceremo-
nial robes o a ceremonial procession.
m noun official ceremonies o The book
lays out the rules for court ceremoni-
al. o There is a lot of historic ceremo-
nial attached to the job of Lord Mayor.

ceremony /'serimoni/ noun an offi-
cial occasion, e.g. the State Opening
of Parliament o The mayor presided at
the ceremony to open the new council
offices. o Special police were present
at ceremonies to mark the National
Day.

certificated /so'tifikertid/ adjec-
tive given official permission or ap-
proval

certificated bankrupt /so
tifikerttd 'bapkrapt/ noun some-
one who owed money and who has
been given an official document to
show that he or she is no longer bank-
rupt

cession /'sef(o)n/ noun the act of
giving possession of a piece of land by
one country to another o the cession of
the Philippines to the USA in 1898

CG /si: 'dzii/ abbreviation Consul
General

CGBR abbreviation Central Govern-
ment Borrowing Requirement

CGS abbreviation Chief of General
Staff
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CGT abbreviation capital gains tax

chad /tfad/ noun a piece removed
from a ballot paper in order to register
a vote for a candidate

chair /t[ed/ noun the position of the
person who is in charge of a meeting o
to be in the chair o He was voted into
the chair. o She is Chair of the Finance
Committee. o This can be done by the
Chair’s action and confirmed later.
(NOTE: The word chair is now often
used instead of chairman or chair-
woman, as it avoids making an un-
necessary distinction between men
and women.) m verb to be in charge of
a meeting o The meeting was chaired
by Mrs Smith.

chairman /'t fesmon/ noun 1. a per-
son who is in charge of a meeting o Mr
Howard was chairman or acted as
chairman. 2. a person who is in charge
of the board meetings of a company o
the chairman of the board or the com-
pany chairman

Chairman of Ways and Means
/.tfeaman ov ,welz an 'miinz/ noun
the person elected at the beginning of
Parliament to be in charge of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House, who also
acts as Deputy Speaker (NOTE: The ti-
tle comes from a former committee
of the House of Commons that used
to consider the ‘'ways and means’
that Government would use to raise
revenue.)

chairmanship /'t fesmon[1p/ noun
the position of being in charge of a
meeting o the committee met under
the chairmanship of Mr Jones Mr
Jones chaired the meeting of the com-
mittee

chairperson /'tfesps:s(e)n/ noun
the person who is in charge of a meet-
ing

chairwoman /'t feowuman/ noun a
woman who is in charge of a meeting

challenge /'t[zlind3/ noun a state-
ment or action questioning a decision
or criticising a person m verb 1. to
question the truth of something or
refuse to accept that something is true
o The Leader of the Opposition chal-

lenged the government’s unemploy-
ment statistics. 2. to object to or refuse
to accept something such as evidence
o to challenge a sentence passed by
magistrates by appeal to the Crown
Court 3. to ask someone to do some-
thing difficult, which he or she may
not be able to do o She challenged the
Prime Minister to a debate on televi-
sion.

chamber /'t f[ermbs/ noun 1. a room
where a committee or legislature
meets o The meeting will be held in the
council chamber. 2. a part of a parlia-
ment where a group of representatives
meet, or the representatives meeting
there. In many parliaments there is a
lower chamber and an upper chamber.
o The British Parliament is formed of
two chambers — the House of Com-
mons and the House of Lords.

Chamber of Commerce
/,tfermbar ov 'koma:s/ noun 1. a
group of local businessmen who meet
to discuss problems which they have
in common, and to support business in
the town 2. an official organisation
representing a country’s business in-
terests in another country o the Span-
ish Chamber of Commerce in Britain
o the British Chamber of Commerce in
Spain

Chamber of Deputies /,t[eimbo
av 'depjutiz/ noun the lower section
of the legislature in many countries,
including Argentina, Bolivia, Bel-
gium, Brazil, Chile, Croatia, Czech
Republic, Djibouti, Dominican Re-
public, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg,
Mexico, Paraguay, Spain

Chamber of Representatives
/,tfetmba ov repri'zentativz/ noun
the legislature in Morocco
champagne socialist /,fzmpein
'saualist/ noun someone who is rich
but holds socialist principles

Chanc. abbreviation 1. chancellor 2.
chancery

chancellery /'tfa:ns(o)lori/ noun
1. the position of chancellor 2. an of-
fice attached to an embassy
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Chancellor /'tfams(e)lo/ noun
same as Chancellor of the Excheq-
uer m same as Lord Chancellor =
noun 1. the head of the government in
Austria or Germany 2. the main secre-
tary of an embassy

Chancellor of the Duchy of
Lancaster /.t fa:nsalo ov Oi: 'dat i/
noun a title given to a member of the
British government with no specific
responsibilities attached to it

Chancellor of the Exchequer
/,tfainsalor av 0Oir 1ks'tfeka/ noun
the leading finance minister in the
British government

chancery /'tfa:nsori/ noun an of-
fice attached to an embassy or consu-
late, especially the political section
(NOTE: The US term is chancellery.)

change of use /,tfeind3 ov 'juis/
noun an order allowing a property to
be used in a different way, e.g. allow-
ing a shop to be used as a factory

channel /'tf&n(o)l/ noun a way in
which information or goods are
passed from one place to another. »
usual channels o to go through the
official channels to deal with govern-
ment officials, especially when mak-
ing a request o to open up new chan-
nels of communication to find new
ways of communicating with some-
one

chaplain /'tfeplin/ noun a priest
employed by someone or attached to a
group (NOTE: The Speaker’s Chap-
lain says prayers at the beginning of
each day’s business in the House of
Commons.)

charge /tfa:d3/ noun 1. the cost
which must be paid for something o a
policy of opening museums to the pub-
lic free of charge » congestion
charge 2. an accusation made by the
police in a criminal case 3. a serious
claim that someone has done some-
thing wrong o The statement led to
charges of racism. o The MP reacted
angrily to the charge that she had not
pursued the complaints vigorously
enough.

chargeable /'tfa:d3zob(o)l/ adjec-
tive something for which payment
may be asked

charge-cap /tfa:d3 kep/ verb to
limit the amount of local tax that local
authorities in the United Kingdom are
allowed to ask people to pay

chargé d’affaires /,[a:zer dee'fed/
noun 1. a diplomat ranking immedi-
ately below an ambassador 2. a diplo-
mat who is in charge of a minor diplo-
matic mission

charisma /ko'rizmo/ noun the spe-
cial quality of some public persons,
showing charm or strength of charac-
ter or attraction, that wins them public
support

charismatic / kariz'metik/ adjec-
tive showing the special quality which
makes a leader popular o The old lead-
er has been replaced by a charismatic
young politician from the north of the
country.

charter /'tfa:to/ noun1.a document
from the head of state establishing a
borough or a corporation or a univer-
sity or a company, and giving it spe-
cial rights 2. an official document con-
taining a list of rights (NOTE: The Eu-
ropean Union has issued a Charter
of Workers Rights) 3. a law that ap-
pears to allow or encourage something
bad (informal) o New restrictions on
waste disposal have been labelled as a
fly-tipper’s charter and bureaucracy
gone mad. m verb to hire for a special
purpose o to charter a plane or a boat
or a bus

Charter of Rights /tfa:tor ov
‘rarts/ noun the section of the Canadi-
an Constitution which states the rights
of people who have Canadian citizen-
ship

Chartism /'tfa:tiz(e)m/ noun the
beliefs of a movement advocating po-
litical and social reform in England
between 1838 and 1848. Among its
aims were: improvements in the edu-
cation and living conditions of the
working classes, payment for Mem-
bers of Parliament, the right to vote for
adult males, electoral districts of equal
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size and influence, and voting by bal-
lot.

chauvinism /'[ouviniz(a)m/ noun
an excessive feeling of pride in one’s
country or gender (used as criticism)
o The President was accused of male
chauvinism

chauvinist /' fouvinist/ noun a per-
son who is excessively proud of his or
her country or gender. Compare pattri-
ot

check /tfek/ noun to examine care-
fully

checking /'tfekm/ noun a careful
examination o The inspectors found
some defects during their checking of
the building.

Cheney /'tfemi/, Dick (b. 1941)
vice president of the United States
(2001-)

Chequers /'tfekoz/ noun the offi-
cial country house of the British Prime
Minister

chief /tfi:f/ noun a traditional tribal
leader

Chief Constable [, tfif
'kanstab(a)l/ noun the person in
charge of a regional police force
chief executive /t[i:f 1g'zekjutiv/
noun the president of the United
States

Chief Executive /tfi:f 1g
'zekjutiv/ noun the highest-ranking
permanent official of an executive
body, e.g. the head of a government,
the governor of a US state, or the head
of a local authority

Chief Justice / tfi:f 'd3zastis/ noun
US the senior judge in a court

Chief Minister /tfi:f 'ministo/
noun the head of government in a fed-
eral region such as an Indian state
Chief Officer / tfi:f 'ofisa/ noun a
person who is head of a department in
a local authority, responsible to the
Chief Executive

COMMENT: A local authority will have
several Chief Officers: Chief Educa-
tion Officer, Chief Housing Officer,
Chief Planning Officer, and so on, all
of whom are responsible to the Chief
Executive. In some authorities they

are called Director: Director of Educa-

tion, Director of Finance, etc.
Chief Secretary to the Treas-
ury /tfiif sekrotri to 69 'trez(o)ri/
noun a British government minister,
working under the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, dealing especially with fi-
nancial planning
Chief Whip /t[i:f 'wip/ noun the
main whip of a party, whose job it is to
make sure that MPs of that party vote
according to the party’s policy o The
Government Chief Whip made sure
the MPs were all present for the vote.
» Government Chief Whip (NOTE:
Traditionally, Chief Whips do not
speak in debates.)

Chiltern Hundreds /tfilton
'handradz/ noun a former administra-
tive division of the country west of
London, in Buckinghamshire o to ap-
ply for the Chiltern Hundreds to ap-
ply to resign from Parliament
(informal)
COMMENT: As MPs are not allowed to
resign from Parliament, the only way
in which they can do so is to apply for
a paid office or office of profit under
the crown, such as this one or the
Stewardship of the Manor of North-
stead.
Chirac /[i'rzk/, Jacques (b. 1932)
prime minister (1974-76, 1986-88)
and then president of France (1995-
2002, 2002-)

Christian Democrat /'kristfon
'‘demokreet/ noun in several European
countries, a member of a moderate
conservative political party

Churchill /'tfs:tf1l/, Sir Winston
(1874-1965) prime minister (1940—
45, 1951-55) of Britain during World
War II. He wrote The Second World
War (1948-53) and won the Nobel
Prize in literature (1953).

churchillian /t [3:'t f1lion/ adjective
a form of strong political leadership or
a style of inspiring public speaking
similar to that of Winston Churchill
who was UK Prime Minister during
the Second World War

CIA /si: ,ai 'el/ abbreviation Central
Intelligence Agency
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circular /'sa:kjulo/ noun a leaflet or
letter sent to many people
circularise /'sa:kjuloraiz/, circu-
larize verb to send a circular to many
people at the same time o The commit-
tee has agreed to circularise the infor-
mation in advance.

circulate /'sa:kjulert/ verb to send
something to a number of people o
They circulated the proposals in a let-
ter signed by the chairwoman
circulation / sa:kju'lerf(a)n/ noun
1. movement around something o The
company is trying to improve the cir-
culation of information between de-
partments. 2. the passing of money
from one person to another 3. (of
newspapers) the number of copies
sold

circumstances /'sa:komstonsiz/
plural noun the situation as it is when
something happens o The Home Sec-
retary described the circumstances
leading to the riot in the prison.

CIS /si: a1 'es/ abbreviation Com-
monwealth of Independent States
citation /sar'teif(e)n/ noun 1. a
quotation from a text 2. an official re-
quest asking someone to appear in
court (NOTE: used mainly in the Scot-
tish and US courts) 3. a reference to a
legal case or authority or precedent 4.
the words used in giving someone an
honour, explaining why it is being giv-
en

citation clause /sar'teif(o)n klo:z/
noun the section in a Bill which gives
the short title by which it should be
known when it becomes an Act

cite /sart/ verb to refer to something
as an example o The letter cited sever-
al previous cases of failure to act.
citizen /'sttrz(a)n/ noun 1. a person
who lives in a city or a particular place
o the citizens of Manchester 2. a per-
son who has the legal right to live in a
particular country o He is a French cit-
izen by birth.

Citizens’ Advice Bureau
/,s1tizanz ad'vais \bjuarau/ noun an
office where people can go to get free
advice on legal problems. Abbr CAB

(NOTE: The plural is Citizen’s’ Ad-
vice Bureaux.)

citizen’s arrest / sitiz(o)nz o'rest/
nounthe arrest of a suspected criminal
by an ordinary citizen, not a police-
man

Citizens’ Charter /sitizonz
'tfaits/ noun a document which
states what rights a citizen has
citizenship /'sitiz(o)nf1p/ noun 1.
the legal status of being a citizen of a
country, entitled to its protection and
to political rights o She has applied for
British citizenship. 2. the way people
take part in the life of their community
as they discuss their rights and carry
out their responsibilities (NOTE: In the
UK, citizenship is now a part of the
curriculum in schools.)

city /'siti/ noun a large town

civic /'sivik/ adjective referring to a
city or the official business of running
a city o civic dignitaries the mayor
and other senior officials of a city or
town o civic reception an official re-
ception for someone, organised by the
mayor and council of a city

civic centre /sivik 'senta/ noun
the building in a town or city where its
local government is based

civil /'stv(e)l/ adjective referring to
the rights and duties of citizens

Civil and Public Services As-
sociation /'siv(d)l on 'pablik
's31visiz  9,sausi'erf(e)n/ noun a
trade union representing civil serv-
ants. It was merged with the Public
Services, Tax and Commerce Union in
1996 to become (PCS). Abbr CPSA
civil defence /siv(o)l dr'fens/
noun the procedure for protecting the
population during a war or emergency
civil disobedience /;siv(o)l disa
'birdions/ noun the activity of break-
ing the law as an act of protest o The
group planned a campaign of civil dis-
obedience as a protest against restric-
tions on immigrants.

Civil Guard /'siv(e)l ga:d/ noun
one of the police forces in Spain
civilian /so'vilion/ adjective refer-
ring to an ordinary citizen, who is not
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a member of the armed forces o Civil-
ian rule was restored after several
vears of military dictatorship. o The
military leaders called general elec-
tions and gave way to a democratical-
ly elected civilian government. m noun
an ordinary citizen who is not a mem-
ber of the armed forces o The head of
the military junta has appointed sev-
eral civilians to the Cabinet.

civilisation / sivilai'zei[(o)n/, civi-
lization noun a social system with a
developed culture and organisation

civil law /,s1v(a)1 '1o:/ noun the laws
relating to people’s rights and the
agreements made between individu-
als. Compare criminal law

civil liberties /,s1v(o)l 'libatiz/ plu-
ral noun the freedom for people to
work or write or speak as they want,
providing they keep within the law

Civil List/ s1v(a)l 'list/ noun the an-
nual sum of money for carrying out
official duties, given by Parliament to
the Queen and some senior members
of the Royal Family

civil marriage /'siv(o)l 'maridz/
noun a legal marriage without a reli-
gious ceremony

civil rights /siv(o)l 'ratts/ plural
noun the rights of each individual ac-
cording to the law

civil servant /siv(o)l 'saivont/
noun a person who works in the gov-
ernment departments which adminis-
ter a country (NOTE: In Britain civil
servants have generally been said to
be politically neutral, anonymous,
and permanently employed. In USA
a large part of the civil service
changes with a change in the admin-
istration.)

civil service /,s1v(o)l 's3:vis/ noun
the government departments which
administer a country o He has a job in
the civil service. o You have to pass an
examination to get a job in the civil
service or to get a civil service job.
(NOTE: Members of the armed forc-
es, magistrates and judges are not
part of the British civil service.)

COMMENT: In a liberal democracy, the
politicians are elected but the profes-
sional administrators or civil servants
are not. The civil servants are respon-
sible to the politicians, who in turn are
responsible to the people.

civil strife /siv(o)l 'straif/ noun

trouble when groups of civilians fight

each other

civil war /,siv(a)l 'wa:/ noun a situ-
ation inside a country where groups of
armed people fight against each other
or fight against the government

claim /kleim/ noun 1. a legal right
which someone believes they have to
own something o an historic claim to
the territory 2. a right to something
because of something you have done o
a valid claim to be the oldest parlia-
ment in the world 3. a statement that
something has happened or is true o
The police deny the claim of assault.

claimant /'klermont/ noun a person
who claims money, especially state
benefits o Benefit claimants will be
paid late because of the bank holiday.
o The government will consider the
position of claimants of backdated
pensions.

clarification / klerifr'kerf(o)n/
noun making something clear or easy
to understand o The wording of the
clause is ambiguous and needs clarifi-
cation.

Clark /kls:k/, Helen Elizabeth (b.
1950) the prime minister of New Zea-
land (1999-)

class /kla:s/ noun 1. a group of
things or animals which are similar in
some way 2. a social group o Society
is traditionally said to be divided into
upper class, middle class, and work-
ing class. m verb to put into groups of
similar things o The inspectors
classed the food as unfit for sale. o The
magazine was classed as an obscene
publication.
COMMENT: In the UK the population is
classified into social classes for statis-
tical purposes. These are: Class A:
higher managers, administrators and
professionals; Class B: intermediate
managers, administrators and profes-
sionals; Class C1: supervisors, cleri-
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cal workers and junior managers;
Class C2: skilled manual workers;
Class D: semi-skilled or unskilled
manual workers; Class E: pension-
ers, casual workers, long-term unem-
ployed.
class action / kla:s 'k fon/, class
suit/ kla:s 'su:t/ noun US a legal ac-
tion brought on behalf of a group of
people
class alignment /kla:s o
'latnmant/ noun the connection be-
tween a class of people and a particu-
lar political party (NOTE: In Great Brit-
ain, the class alignment between the
Labour Party and the working class
is in decline as is the class alignment
between the Conservative Party and
the middle class.)
class-conscious /kla:s 'konjfos/
adjective aware of differences of so-
cial class
class dealignment /kla:is dio
'lainmont/ noun the way in which in
recent years social class has indicated
less clearly how people will vote
classification /klasifi'’kerf(a)n/
noun 1. a way of putting things into
classes 2. the process of making infor-
mation secret
classified information
/ klesifard ,infa'meif(s)n/ noun in-
formation which is secret and can be
told only to specific people
classify /'klesifar/ verb 1. to put
into groups of similar things 2. to
make information secret
classless /'kla:slos/ adjective a so-
ciety which has no class divisions o
Over the last twenty years the country
has moved towards a classless society.
class struggle /kla:s 'strag(a)l/
noun the Marxist concept of the ruling
and working classes competing to
achieve political and economic power
class war/ kla:s 'woz/, class strife
noun confrontation between different
social classes
clause /klo:z/ noun 1. a section of a
contract or of the constitution of a
country or political party o There are
ten clauses in the contract. 2. a part of
a Bill being considered by Parliament,

which becomes a section of an Act o
According to clause six, some catego-
ries of business will be exempted from
tax.

Clause IV /klo:z 'fa:1/ noun a part
in the constitution of the British La-
bour Party which before 1995 com-
mitted the party to support nationali-
sation, and which after 1995 commit-
ted the party to a broader series of
aims, but which included no support
for nationalisation (NOTE: Tony Blair’s
first major step as leader of the La-
bour Party was to change Clause 1V,
which had first been adopted by the
party in 1918. The reform of Clause
IV marked an important stage in the
development of what is called 'New
Labour'.)

claw back / klo: 'bak/ verb to take
back money which has been allocated
o Income tax claws back 25% of pen-
sions paid out by the government.
clawback /'klo:bak/ noun money
taken back

clean bill /'klizn bil/ noun US a bill
made up of the original text, with
amendments made during Committee,
which is presented to the House of
Representatives or Senate again as one
whole new bill, so as to avoid having
to discuss each amendment separately
clerk /kla:k/ noun an official who
keeps records of a legislative or ad-
ministrative body o accounts clerk o
sales clerk o wages clerk

clerk assistant / kla:k o'sist(o)nt/
noun the assistant to the Clerk of the
House in the House of Commons
Clerk of the House /kla:k ov 39
'havz/ noun 1. US the head of the ad-
ministrative staff which runs the
House of Representatives 2. the head
of the administrative staff which runs
the House of Commons and advises
the Speaker on points of procedure
Clerk of the Parliaments / kla:k
av 09 'pa:lomants/ noun the head of
the administrative staff in the House of
Lords

client country /'klarent 'kantri/,
client state /'klaront stert/ noun a
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country which depends on another
country for such things as defence and
trade

client state /'klaront stert/ noun a
country that depends on another for
economic, political or military support

Clinton /'klinton/, Bill (b. 1946)
42nd president of the United States
(1993-2001). Before his election to
the White House he was Democratic
governor of Arkansas (1978-80,
1982-92). In 1999 he was impeached
and acquitted by the US Senate for
perjury and obstruction of justice.

Cllr abbreviation Councillor

close /klouz/ noun the end o At the
close of the debate, the government’s
majority was only six.

closed /klouzd/ adjective 1. shut or
not open or not doing business o The
office is closed on Mondays. o All the
banks are closed on the National Day.
2. restricted to a few people

closed rule / klouzd 'ru:l/ noun the
rule which limits the time available for
the discussion of a bill. Also called
gag rule

closed session / klouzd 'sef(a)n/
noun a meeting which is not open to
the public or to journalists o The town
council met in closed session to dis-
cuss staff problems in the Education
Department. o The public gallery was
cleared when the meeting went into
closed session.

close-run /klous 'ran/ adjective
winning by only a few points more
than an opponent o A close-run elec-
tion is expected.

closing speeches /klousip
'spittfoz/ plural noun the final
speeches for and against a motion in a
debate

closure /'klou3a/ noun 1. the act of
closing 2. (in the House of Com-
mons) the ending of the debate
closure motion / kloo30
'mouf(a)n/ noun a proposal to end a
debate

COMMENT: When wishing to end the
debate on a motion, an MP says ‘I

move that the question be now put’
and the Speaker immediately puts the
motion to the vote.
cloture /klou'tjus/ noun US a mo-
tion to end a filibuster in the Senate,
and thus prevent a measure being de-
feated, requiring a three-fifths majori-
ty to pass
CMEA abbreviation Council for Mu-
tual Economic Assistance

Cmnd abbreviation Command Pa-
pers

CND abbreviation Campaign for Nu-
clear Disarmament

CO abbreviation Commonwealth Of-
fice

coalition /koua'lif(e)n/ noun a
group of two or more political parties
who come together to form a govern-
ment, when no single party has an ab-
solute majority o The coalition gov-
ernment fell when one of the parties
withdrew support.
‘...the question of a coalition has arisen
because all three parties are within seven
points of each other in the polls and the
chances are high that the next election
will not give any party a majority’
[Toronto Globe & Mail]
‘England does not love coalitions’
[Benjamin Disraeli]
Coalition /koua'lif(e)n/ noun in
Australia, a long-standing political co-
alition between the Liberal Party and
the National Party

coalition government /kouo
'Iif(a)n 'gav(e)nmont/ a government
in which no party has complete con-
trol and two or more parties agree to
govern together (NOTE: During World
War I, all three major parties in the
United Kingdom, Conservative, La-
bour and Liberal, formed a govern-
ment together.)

code /koud/ noun 1. an official set of
laws or regulations 2. a set of laws of
a country 3. a set of semi-official rules
4. a system of signs, numbers or let-
ters which mean something o a mes-
sage in code m verb to write something
using secret symbols or signs o coded
instructions
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Code Napoleon /koud no
'pavlion/ noun the civil laws of
France introduced by Napoleon

code of conduct /koud ov
'kondakt/ noun the unwritten rules
by which a particular group of people
are expected to behave

Code of Conduct for Ministers
/kaud av kondakt fo 'ministoz/
noun a document authorised by the
Prime Minister and first made public
in 1992 in which the powers and re-
sponsibilities of government ministers
are defined

code of practice /koud ov
'praektis/ noun the set of rules by
which the members of a profession
agree to work

codification  / koudifr'kerf(a)n/
noun 1. the act of putting all laws to-
gether into a single document 2. the
act of bringing together of all statutes
and case law relating to an issue, to
make a single Act of Parliament.
consolidation

codify /'koudifar/ verb to write and
set out things such as laws or rules in
an organised way

coding /'koudig/ noun the act of
putting a system of signs, numbers or
letters on something o the coding of
invoices

cohabitation /kou habr'terf(a)n/
noun the situation where different po-
litical parties are in power in different
branches of government. In France,
the President and Parliament are elect-
ed for different periods of time and so
may represent different parties.

cold war /kould 'wo:/ noun the
hostile relations between the former
Soviet Union and the United States,
and their respective allies, from
around 1946 to 1989

collaborate /ka'leebarert/ verb 1. to
work together o We are collaborating
with a French firm on building a
bridge. o They collaborated on the
new aircraft. 2. to work together with
an enemy who is occupying your
country

collaboration /ko leba'rerf(a)n/
noun 1. working together o Their col-
laboration on the development of the
computer system was very profitable.
2. the act of helping an enemy

collaborator /ka'leebarerts/ noun
1. a person who works with another o
The head of the research department
thanked all her collaborators for their
help. 2. a person who works with an
enemy who is occupying his or her
country o After the war, several people
were executed as collaborators.

collective /ka'lektiv/ noun a busi-
ness such as a farm or factory under
state control which is run by the peo-
ple who work in it

collective leadership /ko lektrv
'lirdof1p/ noun a system of govern-
ment where several leaders rule the
country together, making decisions as
a group, without one being in total
charge

collective responsibility /ks
Jlektrv r1,sponst'biliti/  noun the
principle that all members of a group
are responsible together for the ac-
tions of the group (NOTE: In the UK
the Cabinet and all ministers are said
to be governed by the principle of
collective responsibility)

collective security /ko lektiv si
'kjuartti/ noun a system by which a
number of states agree to protect each
other from attack o The United Na-
tions was set up after the Second
World War to create the conditions of
collective security which the League
of Nations had failed in the period be-
fore the war to establish.

collectivism /ka'lektrviz(o)m/
noun a political and economic theory
based on the desire to protect individ-
uals from exploitation by creating a
belief in the value of community ac-
tion

collectivity /kolek'tiviti/ a com-
munity m noun a group of people
collegial /ko'li:dziol/ adjective re-
lating to control or government based
on a number of people working to-
gether as a team, rather than by a sin-
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gle person o John Major’s style of
government was far more collegial
than that of his predecessor.
collegiate /ko'li:dsziot/ adjective
sharing responsibilities as a group o
collegiate decisions decisions taken
by a group of people collectively

colloquium /ka'loukwiom/ noun a
meeting for discussion

collusive action  /ko luisiv
'‘ek[on/ noun action taken in secret
agreement with another person, which
is often dishonest or open to criticism

colonial /ko'lounisl/ adjective refer-
ring to countries ruled over or settled
by other countries o Granting of inde-
pendence ended a period of a hundred
years of colonial rule. o The colonial
government was overthrown by a coup
led by the local police force. o coloni-
al powers countries which rule colo-
nies m noun a person living in a colony
or a person who was born in a colony

colonial dependency /ko louniol
di'pendansi/ noun a country ruled by
another country

colonialism /ka'lounializ(s)m/
noun the theory or practice of estab-
lishing colonies in other lands o The
meeting denounced colonialism and
demanded independence.
colonialist /ko'louniolist/ adjective
believing in colonialism m noun a per-
son who believes in colonialism
colonial status  /ko'lounisl
'stertas/ nounthe legal position of be-
ing a colony

colonisation /kolonai'zeif(o)n/,
colonization noun the act of making
a country into a colony

colonise /'kolonaiz/, colonize
verb to take possession of an area or
country and rule it as a colony o The
government was accused of trying to
colonise the Antarctic Region.
colonist /'kolonist/ noun a person
who goes or is sent to another country
or region to settle in a colony
colony /'koloni/ noun 1. a country
or area ruled and/or settled by another
country o Australia was originally a

group of British colonies. o The Ro-
mans established colonies in North
Africa. 2. a group of people from the
same foreign country, settled in a
town, who form a separate social
group o the Japanese colony in Van-
couver o There is a large German col-
ony in London.

comity /'komiti/, comity of na-
tions / komiti av 'neif(s)nz/ noun
the respect shown in one country for
the laws and customs of another

command /ka'ma:nd/ noun 1. an
order 2. leadership o He has or is in
command of the armed forces. m verb
to order someone to do something o
The chairman commanded that the
public gallery should be cleared. o
The President commanded the Chief
of Police to arrest the Members of Par-
liament. o to command support to be
good enough to have the support of
voters o The measure commands
widespread support in the House. o
Can the Minister command enough
support to win the vote?

commander /ko'ma:nds/ noun the
officer in charge of a police district in
London. Abbr Cmd., Cmdr, com,,
Com., Comdr

Command Papers /ko'ma:nd
.peipaz/ plural noun papers such as
White Papers or reports of Royal
Commissions which are presented to
Parliament by the responsible govern-
ment minister, so called because they
are printed ‘by Command of Her Maj-
esty’ (NOTE: Command Papers are
numbered Cmnd 4546, etc.)

commence /ko'mens/ verb to begin
o In the House of Commons, the busi-
ness of the day commences with
prayers. o The proceedings com-
menced with the swearing-in of wit-
nesses. o The committee has com-
menced the examination of the Bill,
clause by clause.

commencement order /ko
'mensmant ,5:da/ noun an order that
brings an Act or part of an act into ef-
fect after the Royal Assent has been
given
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comment /'’koment/ noun a remark
or spoken or written opinion o The
Secretary of State made a comment on
the progress of negotiations. o The
newspaper has some short comments
about the Bill. m verb to remark or to
express an opinion o The Speaker
commented on the lack of respect
shown by MPs. o The newspapers
commented on the result of the vote.

commentary /'’komont(a)ri/ noun
1. a set of notes which comment on
the main points of a document 2. a
book which comments on the law

commentator /'’komonteits/ noun
a journalist who comments on current
events o a report by the political com-
mentator in ‘The Times’ on unrest on
the Government back benches

commerce /'koma3:s/ noun busi-
ness activities or the buying and sell-
ing of goods and services. » Chamber
of Commerce

commercial /ko'ms:f(o)l/ adjec-
tive 1. referring to business 2. intend-
ed to make money

commercial attaché /ko'ms:[(o)l
9,tefel/ noun a diplomat whose job is
to encourage business between his
country and the country where he
works

commercial law /ko,m3:[(9)] 'lo:/
noun law relating to businesses

commission /ko'mif(a)n/ noun 1.
a group of people officially appointed
to examine a problem o The govern-
ment has appointed a commission of
inquiry to look into the problems of
prison overcrowding. o He is the
chairman of the government commis-
sion on football violence. 2. an official
order to someone, giving him or her
authority and explaining the duties o
he has a commission in the armed
forces he is an officer in the armed
forces 3. a payment made by someone
to another person who is acting as
their agent o She has an agent’s com-
mission of 15% of sales.

commissioner /ka'mif(a)na/ noun
1. a member of an official group
which has been appointed to examine

a problem 2. a person who has a par-
ticular official job. , Parliamentary
Commissioner, Local Commis-
sioner 3. a member of the European
Commission

commissioner for oaths /ks
mif(a)na for 'auds/ noun a lawyer
who has the job of administering oaths

Commissioners of Inland Rev-
enue /komif(e)naz ov ,nlond
'revanjui/ noun the Board of Inland
Revenue

Commission for Equality and
Human Rights /ko,mif(o)n fo 1
Jkwnlati on /hjurmon 'raits/ the or-
ganisation to be set up in 2006 to sup-
port human rights especially for mi-

nority groups and women. Abbr
CEHR

Commission for Racial Equali-
ty /ko,mif(o)n fo rerf(a)l 1'’kwolati/
the organisation which works to im-
prove race relations in the UK and to
remove racial discrimination. Abbr
CRE (NOTE: In 2006 the Commission
for Racial Equality will be merged
with other bodies to form the Com-
mission for Equality and Human
Rights.)

commit /ko'mit/ verb to send a bill
to a parliamentary committee to be re-
viewed o He was committed for trial
at the Crown Court.

commitment /ko'mitmont/ noun a
promise or agreement to do something
o We have honoured the commitments
made in our manifesto.

commitology /ks mi'vlad3i/ noun
in the European Union, the system of
appointing committees to deal with
various areas of action

committed /ko'mitid/ adjective 1.
holding strong political views o She is
a committed socialist. 2. already
promised to be used in a specific way
o Half next year’s budget is already
committed. o The government’s subsi-
dy has been committed to repairs to
the Town Hall. 3. obliged to act in a
particular way o The council is com-
mitted to a policy of increasing servic-
es and reducing property taxes.
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committee /ko'miti/ noun 1. an of-
ficial group of people who organise or
plan for a larger group o fo be a mem-
ber of a committee or to sit on a com-
mittee o He was elected to the Finance
Committee. o The new plans have to
be approved by the committee mem-
bers. o She is attending a committee
meeting. o He is the chairman of the
Planning Committee. o She is the sec-
retary of the Housing Committee. v
Select Committee o to chair a com-
mittee to be the chairman of a com-
mittee 2. Committee a section of a
legislature which considers bills
passed to it by the main chamber o the
House went into Committee the
House of Commons became a Com-
mittee of the Whole House

committee meeting /ko'miti
'mi:tig/ noun a meeting of the mem-
bers of a committee

Committee of Permanent Rep-
resentatives /ko,miti ov
,p3:manant repri'zentativz/ noun
in the European Union, the institution
which prepares for meetings of the
Council of Ministers and passes infor-
mation between member governments
and the Council of Ministers. Abbr
COREPER

Committee of Selection /ko, miti
ov sr'lekf(a)n/ noun the committee
which chooses the members of the
other committees in the House of
Commons

Committee of the Parliamenta-
ry Commission /komiti av 383
Jpaila'ment(d)ri ko,mif(a)n/ noun
the committee which examines re-
ports by the Ombudsman

Committee of the Regions /ko
,miti av 093 'rird3zonz/ noun in the Eu-
ropean Union, the body which brings
together representatives of regional
and local authorities from all over the
Union

Committee of the Whole /ko
.mi1ti av 83 'haul/ noun the committee
formed of at least one hundred mem-
bers of the House of Representatives
in the USA, which discusses a bill

which has already been debated in a
Standing Committee

Committee of the Whole
House /ko,miti av 05 ,houl 'havz/
noun the House of Commons acting
as a committee to examine the clauses
of a Bill

Committee on Standards and
Privileges noun the committee of
the House of Commons that makes
sure that MPs follow the rules of con-
duct that are designed to stop them
making wrong use of the power of
their position

Committee on Standards in
Public Life noun a committee of the
House of Commons set up to review
the activities of holders of public of-
fice, including paid activities outside
parliament, and to recommend any
changes in practice that are necessary
to make sure of high standards. Also
called Nolan Committee

Committee Stage /ko'mti sterd3/
noun one of the stages in the discus-
sion of a Bill, where each clause is ex-
amined in detail o The Bill is at Com-
mittee Stage and will not become law
for several months.

common /'komon/ adjective refer-
ring to or belonging to several differ-
ent people or to everyone o the com-
mon good the interest of all members
of society o the government is working
for the common good of the people o
common ownership ownership of a
company or a property by a group of
people who each own a part
commonalty /koma'neliti/ noun
ordinary people considered as a polit-
ical class, as compared with the upper
classes

commoner /'’kpmonas/ noun an or-
dinary citizen, who is not a member of
a noble family

common law / komon 'lo:/ noun 1.
law made by decisions of the courts,
rather than by act of parliament 2. the
general system of laws which in the
past were the only laws existing in
England, and which in some cases
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have been replaced by acts of parlia-
ment

common-law /'komon Io:/ adjec-
tive according to an old system of laws
o common-law marriage a situation
where two people live together as hus-
band and wife without being married o
common-law wife a woman who is
living with a man as his wife, although
they have not been legally married

common market /'’kpmon
'ma:kit/ noun an economic associa-
tion of countries with the aim of re-
moving or reducing trade barriers

Common Market /komon
'ma:kit/ noun formerly, the European
Economic Community, now the Euro-
pean Union

commons /'komonz/ noun ordi-
nary people as compared with the up-
per classes

Commons /'komonz/ plural noun
same as House of Commons o The
Commons voted against the Bill. o The
majority of the Commons are in fa-
vour of law reform. o He was first
elected to the Commons in 1979. o The
Bill was passed after an all-night
Commons sitting.

Commonwealth /'’komonwel6/
noun 1. the association of independ-
ent states which were once ruled by
Britain 2. a self-governing state, usu-
ally with a republican system of gov-
ernment (used in titles) o the Com-
monwealth of Australia o the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts 3. the
period between 1649 and 1660 when
there was a republican government in
England and Cromwell ruled as Lord
Protector

Commonwealth of Independ-
ent States /'’komonwel® ov ,IndI
'pendont sterts/ noun an organisa-
tion formed of the majority of the re-
publics which were in the past part of
the USSR. Abbr CIS

Commonwealth Secretariat
/. komoanwel0 ,sekra'teariot/ noun an
office and officials in London, organ-
ising the links between the member
states of the Commonwealth. The of-

fice is headed by the Commonwealth
Secretary-General.

communal /komjun(d)l, ko
'mjuin(o)l/ adjective shared by all the
members of a group or community o
The offices share a communal kitchen.
o Tenants have the right to use the
communal gardens.

commune /'komjuin/ noun 1. a
group of people who live and work to-
gether, and share their possessions 2. a
small administrative area in some
countries such as Switzerland or
France, usually with its own mayor
and council

communicate /ka'mjuinikert/
verb to pass information to someone o
The news was communicated to the
press by the Prime Minister’s Press
Secretary. o The members of the jury
must not communicate with the wit-
nesses.

communication /ka,mju:nt
'kerf(e)n/ noun 1. the passing of in-
formation o to enter into communi-
cation with someone to start discuss-
ing something with someone, usually
in writing o We have entered into com-
munication with the relevant govern-
ment department. 2. an official mes-
sage o We have had a communication
from the local tax inspector. m plural
noun communications the methods
of passing information and of trans-
port o good road and rail communica-
tions o electronic communications
systems

communiqué /ka'mjuniker/ noun
an official announcement o In a com-
muniqué from the Presidential Palace,
the government announced that the
President would be going on a world
tour.

Communism  /'’komju,niz(e)m/
noun 1. a social system in which all
property is owned and shared by soci-
ety as a whole, with none belonging to
individual citizens 2. the political and
economic system in countries gov-
erned by Communist parties

Communist /'’komjou,nist/ adjec-
tive practising Communism; referring
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to or belonging to a Communist party
o Communist ideals were put into
practice in Russia after the revolution.
m noun a member or supporter of a
Communist Party o Communists have
three seats on the city council.

communitarianism  /ko,mju:ni
'tearioniz(a)m/ noun the political
theory that emphasises the need for
strong neighbourhoods and social in-
stitutions to provide support to fami-
lies and individuals

community /ko'mju:niti/ noun1.a
group of people living or working in
the same place 2. the European Com-
munity, now replaced by the European
Union o the Community ministers
the ministers of Member States of the
European Union

community association /ko
Jmjuiniti 9,sousi'erf(e)n/ noun an
organisation in which people from a
local area meet socially and to discuss
local matters

community charge /ko'mju:niti
tfa:d3/ noun a local tax paid by each
adult person. » poll tax (NOTE: This
unpopular tax introduced by the gov-
ernment in 1989 was replaced in
1993 by the council tax. The intro-
duction of the tax contributed to the
fall of Mrs Thatcher as Prime Minis-
ter.)

community council /komju:niti
'kaunsal/ noun a body set up to repre-
sent people in a small area

community home /ko'mjuiniti
houm/ noun a house which belongs to
a local authority, where children in
care can be kept

Community legislation /ko
;mjuiniti led3zr'slerf(a)n/ noun the
laws made by the European Union
(NOTE: There are two main types of
European laws: directives and regu-
lations)

community policing /ko, mju:niti
pa'lizsiy/ noun a way in which the po-
lice can work by consulting the people
who live in an area and trying to be
sensitive to their particular needs and
concerns

community politics /ko mju:niti
'politiks/ noun the work of politi-
cians in a community who deal with
individual problems at local govern-
ment level and try to encourage as
much local participation as possible o
The party is strong in community pol-
itics.

community service order /ko
Jmjurniti 's3:vis ,0:de/ noun a pun-
ishment which involves doing unpaid
work in the local community
Companies Act /'kamp(o)niz
&kt/ nounan Act of the British parlia-
ment which states the legal limits
within which a company may do busi-
ness

company /'’kamp(e)ni/ noun 1. the
organisation which runs a business 2.
in the company of being with o He
was often seen in the company of the
Prime Minister.

company law /kamp(o)ni ‘'lo:/
noun the laws relating to the way busi-
ness organisations may work
compatriot /kom'patriot/ noun a
person from the same country
compensatory /. kompan
'sert(o)ri/ adjective providing some-
body or a group with payment to help
remove the pain or offence cause by
some wrong action done to them
competence /'kompit(a)ns/ noun
being able to do a job o Candidates
will be asked to show competence in
handling computers.

competent /'’kompit(o)nt/ adjec-
tive 1. able to do a job o She is a com-
petent manager. 2. legally able to do
something

complainant /kom'plemoant/ noun
a person who makes a complaint or
who starts a legal action against some-
one

compliant /kom'plaront/ adjective
agreeing with something o not com-
pliant with not in agreement with o
The settlement is not compliant with
the earlier order of the court.
comply /kom'plai/ verb o to comply
with to obey a rule or law or do what
someone asks o The government has
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decided it will comply with the re-
quirements of the European Commis-
sion o She refused to comply with the
social worker’s instructions.
composite /'kompozit/ verb to
group together similar proposals from
different local branches of an organi-
sation such as a political party or a
trade union so that they can be consid-
ered in a single discussion at a confer-
ence m noun a group of similar pro-
posals discussed together at a confer-
ence of an organisation such as a
political party or a trade union
compromise /'kompromaiz/ noun
an agreement between two sides,
where each side gives way a little in
order to agree o After some discussion
a compromise solution was reached. m
verb 1. to reach an agreement by giv-
ing way a little 2. to involve someone
in something which damages his or
her reputation o The minister was
compromised in the bribery case.
‘...these activists are used to making
compromises with their political oppo-
nents’ [New Statesman]
comptroller /kon'trouvlo/ noun a
person in charge of accounts
Comptroller and Auditor-Gen-
eral /kontroulo on  ,oudito
'dzen(o)ral/ noun the official in
charge of the National Audit Office,
whose duty is to examine the accounts
of government departments, and to ad-
vise the Public Accounts Committee
compulsory /kom'palsori/ adjec-
tive forced or ordered, obligatory for
everyone o National Service is com-
pulsory in some countries. o In Aus-
tralia, voting in general elections is
compulsory.
compulsory purchase /kom
.pAlsari 'p3:tf1s/ noun the buying of a
property by the local council or the
government even if the owner does not
want to sell
compulsory purchase order
/kam,palsari 'p3:t1s ,0:do/ noun an
official order from a local authority or
from the government ordering an
owner to sell his or her property to
them. Abbr CPO

comrade /'komrerd/ noun 1. a
friend or companion 2. a fellow mem-
ber of a socialist or communist party
3. the form of address to a fellow
member of a socialist or communist
party

Con. abbreviation 1. Conservative 2.
Consul

concede /kon'si:d/ verb to admit
that someone is right o The Minister
conceded under questioning that he
had not studied the papers. o to con-
cede defeat to admit that you have lost
o After two recounts the sitting MP
had to concede defeat. » concession

concession /kon'sef(a)n/ noun 1.
an agreement that someone is right, or
an agreement to give something which
someone wants o The government will
make no concessions to terrorists. o
As a concession to the Opposition, the
council leader agreed to hold an
emergency meeting. o The employers
have made several concessions in the
new wages deal. 2. an admission of
defeat. ;, concede

concession speech /kon'se[(o)n
spiit[/ noun a speech made by the
person who has lost an election, ad-
mitting that he or she has lost

conciliate /kon'siliert/ verb to work
with opposing groups to bring them to
an agreement, e.g. in an industrial dis-
pute

conciliation /kan,sili'erf(a)n/
noun the process of bringing together
the parties in a dispute so that the dis-
pute can be settled

concord /'kopko:d/ noun a peace
treaty

concordat /kon'ko:det/ noun an
agreement between the Roman Catho-
lic Church and a government, which
allows the Roman Catholic Church
special rights

concurrent /kon'karant/ noun tak-
ing place at the same time
concurrent resolution /kon
'karant ;reza'luzf(a)n/ noun a motion
which shows how the House of Repre-
sentatives feels about a problem



condominium

condominium /kondo'miniom/
noun 1. the rule of a colony or protect-
ed territory by two or more countries
together 2. US a system of ownership,
where a person owns a flat in a build-
ing, together with a share of the land
and common parts such as the stairs or
roof

Confederacy /kon'fed(o)roasi/,
Confederate States noun the group
of eleven Southern states which seced-
ed from the Union and fought the
North in the American Civil War
(1861-65)

confederal /kon'fedorol/ adjective
relating to a confederation
confederate /kon'fed(a)rat/ adjec-
tive joined in common purpose
Confederate /kon'fedoroat/ adjec-
tive referring to the Southern states in
the American Civil War o the Confed-
erate Army o the Confederate head-
quarters o the Confederate States m
noun a supporter of the Confederacy
in the American Civil War
confederation /kan feds
'rexf(9)n/, confederacy /kan
'fed(o)rasi/ noun a group of inde-
pendent states or organisations work-
ing together for common aims o a
loose confederation of states in the
area (NOTE: A confederation (as in
Switzerland) is a less centralised
form of government than a federation
(as in Canada).)

Confédération Helvétique noun
the official French name for Switzer-
land

Confederation of British In-
dustry /kon fedo,reif(o)n ov ,britif
'indastri/ noun the organisation rep-
resenting employers in the UK. Abbr
CBI

confer /kon'fs:/ verb 1. to give pow-
er or responsibility to someone o the
discretionary powers conferred on the
tribunal by statute 2. to discuss o The
Leader of the Council conferred with
the Town Clerk.

conference /'’konf(o)rans/ noun 1.
a meeting of a group of people to dis-
cuss something o The Police Federa-

tion is holding its annual conference
this week. o The Labour Party Annual
Conference was held in Brighton this
year. o She presented a motion to the
conference. o The conference passed a
motion in favour of extending nursery
education. 2. US a meeting between
representatives of the Senate and
House of Representatives to discuss
differences of opinion over a bill

confidence vote /'konfid(o)ns
vaut/ noun a vote to show that a per-
son or group is or is not trusted o He
proposed a vote of confidence in the
government. o The chairman resigned
after the motion of no confidence was
passed at the AGM.

confidential / konfr'denfol/ adjec-
tive secret or not to be told or shown to
other people o She was dismissed for
sending a confidential report to the
newspaper. o The letter was marked
‘Private and Confidential’.

confidential report / konfiden sl
ri'poit/ noun a secret document
which must not be shown to other than
a few named persons

conflict noun /'konflikt/ a disagree-
ment o Negotiations are taking place
to try to end the conflict in the area. m
verb /kon'flikt/ not to agree o The re-
port of the consultant conflicts with
that of the council officers. o The UK
legislation appears to conflict with the
directives of the EU.

conflict of interest / konflikt ov
'Intrast/ noun a situation where a per-
son may profit personally from deci-
sions which are taken by them in an
official position or may not be able to
act properly because of some other
person or matter with which they are
connected

Conflict of Laws /konflikt ov
'Io:z/ noun the situation when a legal
case involves the laws of two or more
countries and it is not clear under
whose laws it should be tried

conformity /kon'formiti/ noun be-
haviour which is expected by usual
standards
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conservatism

confrontation /konfran'terf(s)n/
noun a meeting between two people
or groups, usually in a situation where
there is likely to be conflict

confrontation politics / konfran
'terf(a)n 'politiks/ noun the form of
political activity, where opposing
sides always attack each other and try
to reduce each other’s popular sup-
port, possibly creating an atmosphere
of violence. Compare consensus
politics

congestion charge /kan
'dzestfon tfa:d3/ noun a charge
made for driving a vehicle into a city
during the main part of the day, as an
attempt to reduce traffic

Congress /'kongres/ noun 1. the
elected federal legislative body in
many countries, especially in the USA
(formed of a lower and upper house,
usually called the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate) o The President
is counting on a Democrat majority in
Congress. o He was first elected to
Congress in 1975. o At a joint session
of Congress, the President called for
support for his plan. 2. the unicameral
legislature in Guatemala and Hondu-
ras 3. a large meeting o The Trade Un-
ion Congress 4. used in the name of
political parties, e.g. the African Na-
tional Congress in South Africa

Congressional /kon'gre[(a)n(a)l/
adjective referring to Congress o a
Congressional subcommittee

congressional district /kon
'gref(o)n(o)l 'distrikt/ noun a district
in a US state that can elect one repre-
sentative to the House of Representa-
tives

Congressional Record /kon
'gref(a)n(a)l 'reko:d/ noun the print-
ed record of the work of the House of
Representatives and Senate including
the speeches made there

Congressman, Congresswom-
an noun a member of the US Con-
gress (NOTE: When used with a
name, Congressman Smith, it re-
fers to a member of the House of
Representatives.)

Congress of Deputies / kongres
av 'depjutiz/ noun the lower house of
the legislature in Spain

Congress Party /kongres 'pa:ti/
noun a political party in India
conquer /'kopka/ verb to defeat by
force o The victorious army is en-
gaged in establishing the rule of law
in the areas which it has conquered.
conqueror /'kogkara/ noun the per-
son who defeats an enemy or leads the
invasion of a country and takes pos-
session of it

conquest /'kogpkwest/ noun 1. the
act of defeating or taking by force 2.
the country which has been taken by
force

Cons. abbreviation Conservative
conscientious objector
/ konfienfas ab'dzekta/ noun a per-
son who refuses to join the army, be-
cause he feels that it is morally wrong
conscript /'konskript/ noun a per-
son who has to join the armed forces
as part of legal military service o a
conscript army an army formed of
conscripts m verb to order someone to
join the armed forces

conscription /kon'skripfon/ noun
the legal obligation to join the armed
services

consensual /kon'sensjudl/ adjec-
tive happening by agreement
consensus /kon'sensas/ noun gen-
eral agreement o There was a consen-
sus between all parties as to the next
steps to be taken. o In the absence of a
consensus, no decisions could be
reached.

consensus politics /kon,sensos
'‘polatiks/ noun a form of political ac-
tivity, where the main political parties
agree in general on policy. Compare
confrontation politics

consent /kon'sent/ noun agree-
ment. » age of consent

Consent Calendar /kon'sent
'keelindo/ noun US a list of bills
which are not controversial
conservatism /kon'sa:vatiz(o)m/
noun 1. the ideas and beliefs of people



conservative

who support established ideas and are
against sudden change 2. Conserva-
tism the principles and practice of
Conservative politicians or supporters
of a Conservative party

conservative /kon'sa:votiv/ ad-
jective 1. supporting established ideas
and institutions, and against sudden
change o He became more conserva-
tive as he grew older. 2. careful and
cautious o The figures in the document
are a conservative estimate. o con-
servative with a small ’c’ used to
show the difference between people
who have such ideas and beliefs and
those who support the Conservative
Party 3. Conservative referring to
the Conservative Party o the Conserv-
ative government of 1979 o The mani-
festo attacks Conservative policies.
Also called Tory m noun 1. a person
who believes that society should not
change or should change only very
slowly 2. Conservative a supporter
of the Conservative Party

Conservative Party  /kon
'sarvativ 'paiti/ noun the political
party which is in favour of only grad-
ual change in society, and against state
involvement in industry and welfare
COMMENT: In most countries, the Con-
servative Party is one of the two main
political parties, though it is not always
called ‘Conservative’. For instance, in
many European countries the Chris-
tian Democrat Party is the conserva-
tive party.
Conservative Party of Canada
/kan's3ivotv 'paiti ov 'keenado/
noun a Canadian political party
formed from the Progressive Conserv-
ative Party and the Canadian Alliance
in 2003
consist of /kon'sist bv/ verb to be
formed of o The education departinent
consists of advisory and administra-
tive sections, together with the inspec-
torate. o A delegation consisting of all
the heads of department concerned
asked to meet the principal.
consociation /kon,sousi'erf(a)n/
noun a group of political parties or
pressure groups that work together to
share power

consolidate /kon'solidert/ verb to
bring several Acts of Parliament to-
gether into one act

Consolidated Fund  /ken
,solidertid 'fand/ noun the total gov-
ernment money formed of all taxes
and other government income
Consolidated Fund Bill /kop
,spliderttd 'fand ,bil/ noun a bill in
the House of Commons to allow mon-
ey to be raised for government spend-
ing

Consolidating Act /kan
'splidertig ,akt/ noun an Act of Par-
liament which brings together several
previous Acts on the same subject
consolidation /kon,solr'derf(a)n/
noun the act of bringing together var-
ious Acts of Parliament which deal
with one subject into one single Act
consort /'konsoit/ noun the hus-
band or wife of a King or Queen
conspiracy /kon'spirasi/ noun se-
cret agreement or plan to do some-
thing wrong or illegal o a conspiracy
to oust the leader o conspiracy of si-
lence an agreement between a group
of people to say nothing to anyone
else about something that has hap-
pened

conspirator /kon'spirato/ noun a
person who is part of a group who
make a secret agreement to do some-
thing wrong o After the Gunpowder
Plot, the conspirators were rapidly ar-
rested.

conspiratorial /kon spira'torriol/
adjective as in a secret agreement
made by a group to do something
wrong o He spoke in a conspiratorial
whisper.

conspiriologist /kan,spiri
'plad3ist/ noun someone who be-
lieves in conspiracy theories
constable /'kanstob(a)l/ noun 1. »
police constable 2. in some towns or
townships in the United States and,
historically, in British towns and bor-
oughs, a low-ranking law officer
constabulary  /kon'stebjulori/
noun the police force of a city or a dis-
trict m adjective relating to a police
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force, or involved in being a police of-
ficer

constituency /kan'stitjuonsi/
noun 1. an area of a country which is
represented by a Member of Parlia-
ment o She represents one of the
northern constituencies. o The UK is
divided into 650 single-member con-
stituencies. o a good constituency
MP an MP who looks after the inter-
ests of his or her constituents well 2.
an area of support o The leader’s nat-
ural constituency is the working class.

constituency party /kon
,stitjuansi 'pa:ti/ noun a branch of a
national political party in a constituen-
cy

constituent /kon'stitjvant/ noun a
person who lives in a constituency o
The MP had a mass of letters from his
constituents complaining about air-
craft noise.

constitution /konstr'tju:f(e)n/
noun 1. the laws under which a coun-
try is ruled, which give the people
rights and responsibilities, and which
give the government powers and du-
ties o The freedom of the individual is
guaranteed by the country’s constitu-
tion. o The new president asked the as-
sembly to draft a new constitution.
European Constitution 2. the writ-
ten rules of a society or club o Under
the society’s constitution, the chair-
man is elected for a two-year period.
o Payments to officers of the associa-
tion are not allowed by the constitu-
tion.
‘...the Constitution guarantees a very
limited number of rights, including free
trade among the states, no discrimination
against  interstate  residents, etc.’
[The Age (Melbourne)]
COMMENT: Most countries have written
constitutions, usually drafted by law-
yers, which can be amended by an
Act of the country’s legislative body.
The United States constitution was
drawn up by Thomas Jefferson after
the country became independent, and
has numerous amendments (the first
ten amendments being the Bill of
Rights). Great Britain is unusual in
that it has no written constitution and
relies on precedent and the body of

laws passed over the years to actas a

safeguard of the rights of the citizens

and the legality of government.
Constitution /konstr'tju:f(o)n/
noun the Constitution of the United
States, containing seven articles and
26 amendments, that has been in ef-
fect since its adoption in 1789

constitutional / konst1
'tjurf(d)n(d)l/ adjective 1. referring
to a country’s constitution o Censor-
ship of the press is not constitutional.
2. according to a constitution o The re-
election of the chairman for a second
term is not constitutional.

constitutionalise / konst1
'tjurfonalaiz/ verb 1. to make a piece
of legislation part of a constitution, or
permit a practice through a constitu-
tion 2. to bring a form of government,
a country or an organisation under the
control of a constitution

constitutionalism / konst1
'tjurfonaliz(a)m/ noun 1. the system
of government based on a constitution
2. belief in government based on a
constitution

constitutionality /konstitju:fo
‘elitin/ noun the degree to which
something obeys the rules of a consti-
tution

constitutional law /konstr
'tjurf(e)n(d)l lo:/ noun laws under
which a country is ruled or laws relat-
ing to the government and its work

constitutional lawyer
/ konstitju:f(a)n(o)l 'lozjo/ noun a
lawyer who specialises in constitu-
tional law

constitutional monarchy
/ konstrtju:[(o)n(o)l 'monoki/ noun
the system of government where the
king or queen has limited powers and
most power is in the hands of an elect-
ed legislature and executive

constitutional right /konstr
'tjurf(e)n(o)l rart/ noun aright which
is guaranteed by the constitution of a
country

constitutive /kon'stitjutiv/ adjec-
tive having the power to create an offi-
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cial body or appoint the members of
an official body

constructive engagement /kon
'straktiv 1n'gerdzmont/ noun the
policy of continuing to have restricted
political and business links with a
country while still encouraging it to
improve political or social conditions
consul /'konssl/ noun 1. a person
who represents a country in a foreign
city, and helps his country’s citizens
and business interests there o the Brit-
ish Consul in Seville o the French
Consul in Manchester 2. (in ancient
Roman government) one of two lead-
ers of the government, elected every
year

consular /'konsjulo/ adjective re-
ferring to a consul o The consular of-
fices are open every weekday. o He
spends most of his time on consular
duties.

consular agent /'konsjuls
.e1d3(a)nt/ noun a person with the du-
ties of a representative of a different
country in a small foreign town who
helps his country’s citizens and busi-
ness interests there. Abbr CA

consulate /'konsjulot/ noun a
house or office of someone who repre-
sents a different country in a foreign
city o There will be a party at the con-
sulate on National Day.
consul-general / konsal
'dzen(a)ral/ noun the representative
of a country in a large foreign city who
is responsible for other consuls in the
area (NOTE: The plural is consuls-
general or consul-generals.)
consultancy /kon'saltonsi/ noun
the act of giving advice in a specialist
area o a consultancy firm o He offers a
consultancy service.

consultant /kon'saltont/ noun
someone who gives specialist advice
consultation document / konssl
'terf(a)n ,dokjumant/, consultative
document /kan,saltatv
‘dokjuomont/ noun a paper with pro-
posals which is given to people who
are asked to comment and make sug-
gestions for improvement

consultative /kon'saltotrv/ adjec-
tive being asked to give advice o the
report of a consultative body o She is
acting in a consultative capacity.
consulting /kon'saltiy/ adjective
referring to a person who gives spe-
cialist advice o a consulting engineer
consumer council /kon,sjurmo
'kauns(9)l/ noun a group representing
the interests of people who buy goods
and services

consumer credit /kon sjurmo
'kredit/ noun the provision of loans
by banks to help people buy goods
consumerism /kon
'sjurmoriz(a)m/ noun the movement
for the protection of the rights of peo-
ple who buy goods and services
consumer legislation /kon
,sjuima \led3zt'slerf(a)n/ noun the set
of laws which give rights to people
who buy goods or who pay for servic-
es

consumer protection /kon
,sjuima pra'tekfon/ noun the legal
protection of people who buy goods
and services from unfair or illegal
business practices

consumption /kon'samp fon/
noun 1. the use or purchase of goods
or services o a car with low petrol con-
sumption o The factory has a heavy
consumption of coal. 2. the process of
eating or drinking things o increased
consumption of fatty sugary foods
contact group /'kontakt gru:p/
noun a group of people who meet both
sides separately in a dispute to try to
achieve agreement through discussion
contempt /kon'tempt/ noun behav-
iour that is rude or shows a lack of re-
spect o contempt of Parliament, con-
tempt of the House behaviour which
may bring the authority of Parliament
into disrepute or which obstructs the
work of Parliament o to bring Parlia-
ment into contempt to do something
which obstructs the work of Parlia-
ment or which shows lack of respect
for Parliament

content /'kontent/ noun in the
House of Lords, a vote for a motion.



convener

Compare aye (NOTE: Disagreement
is shown by the phrase ‘not content’.)

contents /'kontents/ plural noun
the things contained inside something
o The customs officials inspected the
contents of the box.

contest /kon'test/ noun a competi-
tion, especially in an election o She
won the leadership contest easily. m
verb 1. to argue that a decision or a
ruling is wrong o I wish to contest the
claim made by the Leader of the Op-
position. 2. to fight an election o The
seat is being contested by five candi-
dates.

context /'’kontekst/ noun 1. a gen-
eral situation in which something hap-
pens o The action of the police has to
be seen in the context of the riots
against the government. 2. the other
words which surround a word or
phrase o The words can only be under-
stood in the context of the phrase in
which they occur.

Continental Europe /konti
'nent(a)l 'jusrap/ noun Europe ex-
cluding the British Isles

contingent /kon'tindzont/ adjec-
tive dependent on something else

contractarianism / kontrakt
'earioniz(a)m/ noun the political the-
ory which says that government is
based on an agreement between the
people and the government

contract law /'kontrakt lo:/ noun
laws relating to agreements

contradict / kontra'dikt/ verb not
to agree with or to say exactly the op-
posite o The statement contradicts the
report in the newspapers. o The wit-
ness before the committee contradict-
ed himself several times.

contradiction  /kontro'dikfon/
noun a statement which disagrees
with another statement o The witness’
evidence was a mass of contradic-
tions. o There is a contradiction be-
tween the Minister’s statement in the
House of Commons and the reports
published in the newspapers.

contradictory /kontro'dikt(o)ri/
adjective not agreeing o a mass of
contradictory evidence

contrary /'kontrari/ noun opposite
o contrary to used to emphasise that
something is true, even though the op-
posite may be expected o Contrary to
(all) expectations, the party won the
election easily. o Contrary to popular
belief or opinion, common-law mar-
riage offers little protection to women.
contravene /kontra'viin/ verb to
break or to go against rules or laws o
The workshop has contravened the
employment regulations. o The fire de-
partment can close a restaurant if it
contravenes the safety regulations.

contravention /kontro'ven[on/
noun the act of breaking a rule or law

control /kon'troul/ noun 1. the pow-
er of being able to direct something o
The company is under the control of
three shareholders. o The Democrats
gained control of the Senate. o The
rebels lost control of the radio station.
2. the activity of checking something
or making sure that something is kept
in check m verb to have power over
something o to control a council to
have a majority on a council and so di-
rect its business o Senate is controlled
by the Conservatives, while the So-
cialists have a majority in the national
Assembly

controlled economy /kan,travld
1'konomi/ noun an economy where
most business activity is directed by
orders from the government
controversial /kontra'va:f(o)l/
adjective causing a lot of argument o
The council has decided to withdraw
its controversial proposal to close the
sports club. o The bill was not contro-
versial and was supported by mem-
bers of both sides of the house.
controversy /'kontrovs:si, kon
'trovasi/ noun a strong argument
about an issue o There has been a lot
of controversy about the government’s
tax proposals.

convener /kon'viino/, convenor
noun a person who calls a meeting



convention

convention /kon'venfan/ noun 1.
the general way in which something is
usually done, though not enforced by
law o It is the convention for American
lawyers to designate themselves ‘Es-
quire’. 2. a meeting, or series of meet-
ings held to discuss and decide impor-
tant matters o The Democratic Party
Convention to select the presidential
candidate was held in Washington. 3.
an international treaty o the Geneva
Convention on Human Rights o The
three countries are all signatories of
the convention.

convention bounce /kon'venfon
bauns/ noun an increase in the sup-
port shown for a presidential candi-
date after nomination at a party con-
vention

convergence  criteria /kon
,v3:d3(9)ns krar'traria/ noun the eco-
nomic rules set out in the Maastricht
treaty (1993), which members of the
European Union have to satisfy in or-
der to move to the single European
currency or euro

conviction /kon'vik[an/ noun 1. a
feeling of being sure that something is
true o It is her conviction that the pro-
posed legislation will result in the sale
of council houses being delayed. 2. a
decision that someone accused of a
crime is guilty o She had three convic-
tions for drunken driving.

conviction politics /kon,vikfon
'‘politiks/ noun political policies
based on firmly held beliefs

convince /kon'vins/ verb to make
someone believe something is true o
The government minister tried to con-
vince the strikers that their claims
would be heard. o The Finance Minis-
ter had difficulty in convincing Parlia-
ment that the budget deficit would be
reduced.

convulsion /kon'valfon/ noun a
sudden extreme change (informal) o
This compromise allowed the court to
avoid the political convulsion that
would have come with a decision to
remove the leader from office.

cooperate /kou'pporert/ verb to
work together o The governments are
cooperating in the fight against pira-
¢y. o The two firms have cooperated
on planning the computer system.

cooperation  /kou,ppa'rerf(a)n/
noun working together o The work
was completed ahead of schedule with
the cooperation of the whole staff.

cooperative society  /kau
'pp(9)rat1v s9,sarati/ noun a society
where the customers and workers are
partners and share the profits

co-opt / kau 'opt/ verb o to co-opt
someone onto a committee to ask
someone to join a committee without
having been elected m adjective co-
opted made a member of a committee
without being elected o She is a co-
opted member of the education com-
mittee.

cope /kaup/ verb to deal with o The
House is having difficulty in coping
with the mass of legislation before it
this session. o The Chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee said that she doubt-
ed if the Borough Treasurer’s office
could cope with the extra workload.
co-principality /kou  prinsi
'peliti/ noun a state ruled by two
princes
COMMENT: The state of Andorra is a
co-principality, its two princes being
the Bishop of Urgel, in Spain, and the
President of the French Republic.
copyright /'kopirart/ adjective cov-
ered by the laws which limit the right
to copy books or other written materi-
als o It is illegal to take copies of a
copyright work.

Copyright Act /kopirait akt/
noun the Act of Parliament control-
ling the copying of written material
without the permission of the author
and publisher

copyrighted /'kopirartid/ adjec-
tive relating to materials covered by
the Copyright Act

copyright law /'kopirart 1o:/ noun
laws concerning the copying of writ-
ten materials



cost of living

core executive / ko: 1g'zekjutiv/
noun the central figures in the govern-
ment: Prime Minister, Cabinet, minis-
ters and senior Civil Servants o Rather
than thinking of the Prime Minister
and Cabinet as struggling for power
we should think of the core executive
as working most of the time to achieve
the same goals.

COREPER abbreviation Committee
of Permanent Representatives
coronation /kora'nerf(s)n/ noun
the official ceremony at which a king
or queen is crowned

corporate /'ko:p(e)rot/ adjective
referring to a group or organisation,
especially to a company or business

corporation / ko:pa'rerf(o)n/ noun
a legal body such as a town council o
the mayor and corporation the may-
or and other councillors

corporatism /'ko:p(o)rotiz(a)m/
noun a system of government where
large powerful pressure groups influ-
ence the policies of the government

corporatist /'ko:p(e)rotist/ adjec-
tive referring to corporatism o He
holds corporatist views.

corps diplomatique  /ko:
,diploma'tizk/ noun same as diplo-
matic corps

corpus /'koipas/ noun a body of
laws (NOTE: The plural is corpora.)
corpus legis / ko:pos 'ledzis/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘body of laws’:
books containing Roman civil law

correct /ka'rekt/ verb o The assist-
ant will have to correct all these typ-
ing errors before you send the con-
tract. o The minister had to make a
statement correcting the information
given at the press conference the pre-
vious day. o correct the record US to
record a change of vote by a Senator
after the vote has been counted
correspond /korr'spond/ verb 1.
to write letters 2. to be similar or
equivalent to something
correspondent /korr'spondont/
noun 1. a person who writes letters to
someone o As an MP, I have a number

of constituents who are regular corre-
spondents on local issues. 2. a journal-
ist who writes articles for a newspa-
per, or reports for radio or TV, on spe-
cialist subjects o a financial
correspondent o ‘The Times’ legal
correspondent o She is the Paris cor-
respondent of the ‘Telegraph’. , court
correspondent, lobby corre-
spondent

corridors of power / korido:z ov
'‘pava/ plural noun the places where
major political issues are discussed by
powerful or influential people and im-
portant decisions are taken

corrigendum / korr'gendom/ noun
a word which is to be corrected (NOTE:
The plural is corrigenda.)

corrupt /ka'rapt/ adjective not hon-
est m verb to bribe someone to make
them act dishonestly

corruption /ka'rapfon/ noun ac-
cepting bribes on the part of officials o
Magistrates are investigating corrup-
tion in the police force.

Cortes /ko:'tez/ noun the legislature
in Spain

cosignatory /kau'signat (9)ri/
noun a country which signs a treaty
with another o The three countries are
all cosignatories to the international
convention.

cosponsor /'kau,sponss/ noun a
person who introduces something
such as a bill with someone else o the
three cosponsors of the bill
cost-effective / kostr 'fektiv/ ad-
Jjective giving good value or a good re-
sult at little cost o The new scheme will
be cost-effective as it improves energy
efficiency.

cost of living / kost ov 'ltvig/ noun
the money which has to be paid for ba-
sic needs such as food, heating, and
rent o to allow for the rise in the cost
of living in salaries o cost-of-living
allowance a special regular addition
to normal salary to cover increases in
the cost of living o cost-of-living in-
crease an increase in salary to allow it
to keep up with the increased cost of
living o cost-of-living index a way of



COoTW

measuring the cost of living which is
shown as a percentage increase on the
figure for the previous year
COTW noun the countries that op-
posed Saddam Hussein in the Iraq War
of 2003. Full form Coalition of the
Willing
council /'’kavnssl/ noun 1. an offi-
cial group chosen to run something or
to advise on a problem. » Security
Council 2. a group of representatives
elected to run an area of a country.
Also called local council. ; borough
council, town council, county
council 3. same as Privy Council 4.
a body of the legislature in several
states 5. a meeting of a council m ad-
Jjective relating to or belonging to a lo-
cal council o a new council policy o
council property

‘...the council could try and cut spending

to make a balanced budget’
[Local Government News]
council chamber /kaunsal

tfetmba/ noun a room in the Town
Hall where a local council meets
council estate /'kaunsal 1,stert/
noun an area of houses and flats be-
longing to a local council
council house /'kauns(o)l haus/,
council flat /'kauns(o)l flaet/ noun a
home belonging to a local council, for
which rent is paid
council leader /kaunsol 'lirda/
noun a person elected by the main
party running a local council as their
leader. Compare mayor
councillor /'kauns(o)la/ noun an
elected member of a council, especial-
ly a council that runs a city, county etc.
councilman /'kaunsalmoan/ noun
US a man who is an elected member
of a city council in the USA
Council of Europe /'kauns(a)l ov
'juarap/ noun the oldest of the Euro-
pean political organisations, with its
headquarters in Strasbourg. Abbr
COE

COMMENT: The Council of Europe was

founded in 1949, and currently has 45

members. Its aim is to foster unity of

action between European countries in
educational, legal and other areas. It

established the Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights and Fun-
damental Freedoms (the ’European
Convention on Human Rights’) in
1950 and the European Court of Hu-
man Rights, in Strasbourg, in 1959.
The Convention was the first interna-
tional legal agreement to protect hu-
man rights. More recently it has estab-
lished conventions on the protection
of minorities, the prevention of human
cloning and cybercrime.

council officer /'kaunsal 'Dfisa/

noun a civil servant employed by a

town or county council

Council of Ministers / kauns(a)l
ov 'ministoz/, Council of the Euro-
pean Union /kauns(d)l av 09
,Juarapizon 'juinjan/ noun the body
made up of ministers of the Member
States of the European Union which
plays a major part in developing the
laws of the Union
COMMENT: The central Council is
formed of the Foreign Ministers of the
Member States, but the membership
of the Council of Ministers varies with
the subject being discussed; if it is a
question of agricultural policy, then
the Ministers of Agriculture of each
country form the Council under the
chairmanship of the minister whose
country then holds the presidency of
the EU.
council of war /'’kaunsal ov wor/
noun 1. a meeting of military leaders
in wartime to discuss what action
should be taken 2. a meeting to decide
on a plan of action in any emergency
council tax /'kavnsoal teks/ noun a
local tax raised on each property, paid
by the occupier of the property, and
calculated according to the value of
the property
council tenant /'kaunsal 'tenont/
noun a person who lives in council
property and pays rent to the council
councilwoman /'’kaunsalwumon/
noun US a woman who is an elected
member of a city council in the USA
counsellor /'kavnsalo/ noun 1. a
trained person who gives advice or
help o They went to see a marriage
guidance counsellor. 2. a person em-
ployed in an embassy 3. US a lawyer
who advises a person in a legal case



county

(NOTE: The US spelling is coun-
selor.)

count /kaunt/ noun 1. the act of
counting o the count of votes after an
election o The count started at ten
o’clock and finished just after mid-
night. » recount 2. (in the House of
Commons) the act of counting how
many MPs are present. If there are
fewer than 40, the sitting is adjourned.
3. a separate charge against an ac-
cused person read out in court o He
was found guilty on all four counts. 4.
a noble title, used in Europe apart
from the United Kingdom (NOTE: The
title is used in France (comte), Spain
(Conde), ltaly (Conte), Germany
(Graf), and other countries.)
counter /'kaunts/ noun something
which opposes o The legislation is
seen as a counter to the increasing
power of local government. m adverb
in opposition to something

counter- /kaunto/ prefix against
countercoup /'kaunts, ku:/ noun a
coup against a group that took politi-
cal power in an earlier coup
counter-demonstration /'kaunto
,demon'strerf(a)n/ noun a protest
held in opposition to another protest
counter-espionage / kauntor
'espiona:3/, counter-intelligence
/. kavntor m'telidzons/ noun the ac-
tivities involved in working against
the spies of another country o The of-
fices were bugged by counter-intelli-
gence agents.

counterinsurgency / kaunt(s)rin
's3:d3(e)nsi/ noun military action
against people who are fighting their
own government

countermand  /kauntso'maind/
verb to overturn a command made
earlier

counterpart /'kavntopa:t/ noun a
person who has a similar job or is in a
similar situation o The British Minis-
ter of Defence wrote to his Spanish
counterpart.

counter-revolution /'kaunta
reva'luzf(a)n/ noun a violent reac-
tion against a rebellion

counter-revolutionary /kaovnts
reva'lurf(a)n(o)ri/ adjective oppos-
ing a rebellion or uprising m noun a
person opposed to a rebellion or revolt

countersign /'kavntasain/ verb to
sign a document which has already
been signed by someone else o The
payment has to be countersigned by
the head of department.

counterterrorism / kaunta
'terariz(e)m/ noun military or politi-
cal activities to prevent terrorist acts

countess /'kauvntis/ noun 1. (in Eu-
ropean aristocracy) the wife of a
count 2. (in the British aristocracy)
the wife of an earl

count on /'’kaunt on/ verb 1. to ex-
pect something to happen o The gov-
ernment seems to be counting on win-
ning the votes of the floating voters. 2.
to rely on someone or something o You
can count on Mr Jones, he is an excel-
lent committee chairman.

country /'kantri/ noun 1. a land
which is independent and governs it-
self o The contract covers sales in the
countries of the European Union. o
Some African countries export oil. o to
go to the country to call a general
election o The Prime Minister has de-
cided to go to the country. 2. the area
outside a town

Country Party /'kantri 'pa:ti/
noun now called National Party of
Australia

county /'kaunti/ noun one of the ad-
ministrative divisions of a country o It
is illegal to transport cattle across the
county boundary. o The police forces
of several counties are cooperating in
the search for the missing girl.

COMMENT: Rural areas in many coun-
tries such as Britain and New Zealand
and sections of federal states such as
the Provinces of Canada and the
States in the USA are divided into
counties. Most counties in Britain are
shires (Berkshire, Staffordshire, etc.).
In other cases, the word is used as a
title, before the name in Britain (the
County of Durham) and after the
name in the USA (Marlboro County).



county council

county council / kaunti 'kauvnsal/
noun a group of people elected to run
a county
county town /'kavnti tavn/ noun
the main administrative centre in a
county, where the county council of-
fices are situated
coup /ku:/, coup d’état / ku: der
'tee/ noun a rapid change of govern-
ment which removes one government
by force and replaces it by another o
After the coup, groups of students at-
tacked the police stations.
COMMENT: A coup is usually carried
out by a small number of people, who
already have some power such as
army officers, while a revolution is a
general uprising of a large number of
ordinary people. A coup changes the
members of a government, but a rev-
olution changes the whole social sys-
tem.
court /ko:t/ noun 1. the place where
legal trials are held o a settlement was
reached out of court, the two parties
reached an out-of-court settlement
the dispute was settled between the
two parties privately without continu-
ing the court case o Criminal Court,
Civil Court a court where criminal or
civil cases are heard 2. the judges or
magistrates in a court o The court will
retire for thirty minutes. 3. a place
where a king or queen lives and rules
from o The head of the army has a lot
of influence at court. 4. a king, queen
and their officials and servants o When
war broke out, the court was moved to
the north of the country. o Members of
the court plotted to remove the king
and replace him with his brother.
court correspondent /ko:t korr
'spondont/ noun a journalist who re-
ports on the activities of a king or
queen and the royal family
Court of Appeal / ko:t ov o'pizl/,
Court of Appeals / ko:t av a'piilz/
noun same as Appeal Court
Court of Auditors /koit ov
'srdrtoz/ noun the institution which
checks the financial accounts of the
European Union
Court of St. James / ko:t ov sont
'‘dzermz/ noun the official home of

the British royal court o He presented
his credentials as Ambassador to the
Court of St. James. (NOTE: Foreign
ambassadors in Britain are said to
be sent to the Court of St. James.)

Court of Session /koit ov
'sef(a)n/ noun the highest civil court
in Scotland, consisting of the Inner
House and Outer House

covert /'kouvat, 'kavat/ adjective
hidden or secret o covert action an ac-
tion which is secret, e.g. spying

CP abbreviation Communist Party
(NOTE: In some other languages, it is
often written PC: PCF (Parti Com-
muniste Francgais); PCI (Partito
Comunista Italiano).)

CPO abbreviation compulsory pur-
chase order

CPS abbreviation Crown Prosecu-
tion Service

CPSA abbreviation Civil and Public
Services Association

CPSU abbreviation Community and
Public Service Union

crack down on / krak 'davn on/
verb to use severe measures against
something (informal) o The govern-
ment is cracking down on crime.

CRB abbreviation Criminal Records
Bureau

CRE abbreviation Commission for
Racial Equality

credentials /kri'denfslz/ noun the
official documents, proving that an
ambassador has been appointed legal-
ly by the country he or she represents.
Also called letters of credence o to
present his or her credentials, to
present his or her letters of credence
(of an ambassador) to visit for the
first time the head of the state of the
country where he or she is ambassa-
dor, and hand over the documents that
show that he or she has been legally
appointed

criminal action /krimin(s)l
‘&k[on/ noun a case brought usually
by the state against someone who is
charged with a crime
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Crown privilege

criminal law / krimin(a)l 'Io:/ noun
the laws relating to acts committed
against the laws of the land and which
are punished by the state

crisis /'krarsis/ noun a time of dan-
ger or of great problems requiring ac-
tion to solve them o The President
tried to solve the political crisis after
the government was defeated in the
Assembly. o The leader of the council
tried to say that the city was not facing
a financial crisis.

crisis management /'kraisis
,menidzmant/ noun the process of
working through a critical situation,
dealing with the problems that arise
and trying to control responses to
events

crisis measures /'kraisis ,me3oz/
plural noun actions taken to try to
overcome great dangers or difficulties
o We shall have to take crisis measures
to deal with the unemployment situa-
tion. (NOTE: The plural is crises
/'krarsiiz/ .)

criticise /'kritisaiz/, criticize verb
to say that something or someone is
wrong or is working badly o The Op-
position criticised the government for
the way in which it had handled the fi-
nancial crisis.

cronyism /'krouniiz(o)m/ noun
special treatment given to friends or
colleagues, especially in politics
cross /kros/ verb o to cross the
floor (of the House) (of a sitting MP)
to change from one political party to
another

crossbencher /kros'bent[o/ noun
a member of the House of Lords who
is not a member of one the main polit-
ical parties. Also called crossbench
Peer

cross benches /kros 'bent[oz/
plural noun the seats in the House of
Lords where members sit if they are
not members of a political party
cross-party / kros 'pa:ti/ adjective
involving two or more political parties
crown /kraun/ noun 1. a way of de-
scribing the state in a country where a
king or queen is head of state o the

Crown the King or Queen as repre-
senting the State o Mr Smith is ap-
pearing for the Crown o the Crown
submitted that the maximum sentence
should be applied in this case o the
Crown case or the case for the Crown
was that the defendants were guilty of
espionage 2. the circular ornament
made of gold worn on the head by a
king or queen on formal occasions 3.
the monarchy m verb to put a crown on
the head of a king or queen to show
that they have become the head of
state o British kings and queens are
crowned in Westminster Abbey. , cor-
onation

Crown Agent /krauvn 'erd3(o)nt/
noun a member of a government
board which provides financial, com-
mercial and other services to some
foreign governments and international
organisations

Crown Colony /kravn 'kploni/
noun an overseas territory under the
formal control of the UK government

Crown copyright  /kraun
'kopirait/ noun the right to restrict
copying of documents published by
the government

Crown Court /kraon 'ko:t/ noun
the court, above the level of the mag-
istrates’ courts, which has centres all
over England and Wales and which
hears criminal cases (NOTE: A Crown
Court is formed of a circuit judge and
jury, and hears major criminal cas-
es.)

crowned head /kraund ‘'hed/
noun a king or queen o All the
crowned heads of Europe attended the
state funeral.

Crown Lands /kraon ‘'laindz/,
Crown property noun land or prop-
erty belonging to the King or Queen

Crown Prince / kraun 'prins/ noun
in some countries, the title given to the
eldest son of a king, who will become
king himself on the death of his father

Crown privilege / kravn
'‘privilid3/ noun the right of the gov-
ernment not to have to produce docu-



Crown Prosecution Service

ments to a court by reason of the inter-
ests of the state

Crown Prosecution Service
/kravn  prosr'kjurf(e)n ,s31vis/
noun the office of the Director of Pub-
lic Prosecutions, whose job is to bring
criminals to court. Abbr CPS
Crown prosecutor /kravn
'prosikjuits/ noun an official of the
Director of Public Prosecution’s de-
partment who is responsible for bring-
ing criminals to court in a local area
crusade /kru:'serd/ noun strong ac-
tion to stop or change something o The
government has launched a crusade
against drugs. m verb to take part in a
crusade o She has been crusading for
more government action to reduce un-
employment.

crusader /kru:'seido/ noun a per-
son who takes part in a campaign to
change something o She was a famous
crusader for women’s right to vote.
crypto- /kriptou/ prefix hidden o
cryptocommunist a secret commu-
nist

CS / si: 'es/ abbreviation civil service
CSC abbreviation Civil Service
Commission

CSU abbreviation Civil Service Un-
ion

cultural /'kaltf(a)ral/ adjective 1.
referring to a society’s culture o re-
spect for cultural differences 2. refer-
ring to the arts o asking for increased
public support for cultural activities
such as opera and ballet

cultural attaché /'kaltf(o)ral o
'teefe1/ nouna member of an embassy
representing his or her country’s inter-
ests in the fields of art, music, litera-
ture

culture /'kalt[o/ noun 1. a society’s
way of thinking and behaving o Euro-

pean history and culture 2. activities
involving art, music or literature

curfew /'ka:fju:/ noun an order for-
bidding movement out of doors at spe-
cific times o The government has im-
posed a dusk-to-dawn curfew in the
city.

currency /'karansi/ noun the mon-
ey in coins and notes which is used in
a particular country

currency reserves /'karonsi r1
.z3:vz/ plural noun the foreign money
held by a government to support its
own currency and to pay its debts

customs /'kastomz/ plural noun
the government department which or-
ganises the collection of taxes on
goods brought into a country, or one of
its offices at an airport or port

Customs and Excise /kastomz
an 'eksaiz/ noun the government de-
partment which deals with VAT, with
taxes on goods brought into the coun-
try, and taxes on products such as al-
cohol produced in the country. Also
called Excise Department

customs  barrier /'kastomz
,baeria/ noun a tax intended to prevent
imports

customs duty /'kastomz ,dju:ti/
noun same as import duty

customs union  /’kastomz
Jjumjan/ noun an agreement between
several countries that goods can travel
between them without paying tax,
while goods from other countries are
taxed

cutback /'katbak/ noun a reduction
in the amount of money spent on
something, leading to a reduction in
something provided o cutbacks on so-
cial security spending o cutbacks in
healthcare services



D

Dail, Dail Eireann noun the lower
house of parliament in the Republic of
Ireland o The Foreign Minister report-
ed on the meeting to the Ddil. (NOTE:
The upper house is the Seanad Eire-
ann; the members of the Dail are
called Teachta Dala (TD).)

dark horse /,da:k 'ho:s/ noun US a
candidate who receives unexpected
support in an electoral campaign
data /'deito/ noun 1. information
which is available on computer 2.
facts used to come to a decision

data protection /'deito pro
tek[an/ noun the protection of infor-
mation such as records about private
people in a computer from being cop-
ied or used wrongly

date of commencement /dert
ov ko'mensment/ noun the day of the
year when an Act of Parliament or
other legal document takes effect
Daughters of the American
Revolution /doitoz ov 6i o
,mertkan reva'luif(a)n/ plural noun
in the United States, a women’s patri-
otic society founded in 1890 by de-
scendants of those who fought in the
War of American Independence. Abbr
DAR

day-to-day /der to 'der/ adjective
taking place as a regular part of nor-
mal life o The clerk organises the day-
to-day running of the House of Com-
mons.

Dayton Accords /'derton o ko:dz/
plural noun an agreement signed by
the presidents of Bosnia, Croatia, and
Serbia in 1995, to end hostilities in the
former Yugoslavia

DC abbreviation 1. District Council
2. District of Columbia

dead letter /,ded 'leto/ noun some-
thing which is no longer in use o This
law has become a dead letter.
deadlock /'dedlok/ noun the point
when two sides in a dispute cannot
agree

deadlocked /'dedlokd/ adjective
unable to agree to continue discussing
o talks have been deadlocked for ten
days after ten days the talks have not
produced any agreement

deal /di:l/ noun a business agreement
or contract o to arrange a deal or to set
up a deal or to do a deal o to sign a
deal

death duty /'de6 ,dju:ti/ noun same
as estate duty

death grant /'de6 gra:nt/ noun a
state payment to the family of a person
who has died to help with the cost of
the funeral

death penalty /'de6 ,pen(o)lti/
noun legal punishment by execution o
The president has introduced the
death penalty for the worst crimes
against the state.

death squad /'de6 skwpd/ noun an
unofficial group of people who mur-
der political opponents or other people
considered as enemies

debate /dr'bert/ noun a formal dis-
cussion usually leading to a vote o
Several MPs criticised the govern-
ment in or during the debate on the Fi-
nance Bill. o The Bill passed its Sec-
ond Reading after a short debate. o
The debate continued until 3 a.m. m
verb 1. to discuss a proposal before
making a decision, usually by a vote o
The MPs are still debating the Data
Protection Bill. 2. to consider some-
thing carefully before acting o she de-



debate on the address

bated whether to approach her MP on
the issue

debate on the address /dibert
pn 03 a'dres/ noun the debate after
the Queen’s Speech at the Opening of
Parliament, where the motion is to
present an address of thanks to the
Queen, but the debate is in fact about
the government’s policies as described
in the Queen’s Speech

decency /'dirs(o)nsi/ noun polite
behaviour that is acceptable to society
in general o The film shocked public
decency.

decent /'di:s(o)nt/ adjective follow-
ing polite behaviour acceptable to so-
ciety in general o This book will shock
any decent citizen.

decentralisation  /di: sentralar
'ze1rf(9)n/, decentralization noun
moving power from the centre to local
areas

decentralise /di:'sentrolaiz/, de-
centralize verb to move power, au-
thority or action from a central point
to local areas o The decision-making
processes have been decentralised to
semi-autonomous bodies.

decision /di'siz(o)n/ noun 1. a
choice made about what to do in a sit-
uation o fo come to a decision or to
reach a decision 2. the process of
thinking clearly and quickly about
what to do o acted with decision 3. a
judgment in a civil court o the deci-
sion of the House of Lords is final a
decision of the House of Lords,
against which there is no appeal 4. in
the European Union, binding legisla-
tion. » directive, recommendation,
regulations
COMMENT: In the EU a decision is bind-
ing in its entirety on those to whom it
is addressed; a decision may be ad-
dressed to a Member State, to an or-
ganisation or to an individual person
(see Article 189 EC).
decision-maker /dr's13(a)n
.me1ka/ noun a person who has to de-
cide what is the best thing to do in a
situation, especially someone who has
important decisions to make

decision-making /dr's13(o)n
.meikin/ noun the process of deciding
what is the best thing to do in a situa-
tion o the decision-making processes
the ways in which decisions are
reached

declaration / dekla'rerf(a)n/ noun
1. an official or important statement 2.
the official statement that someone
has been elected o The count has been
going on since 10 o’clock and we are
still waiting for the declaration.

Declaration of Human Rights
/,dekla'rerf(a)n av /hjurmon 'rarts/
noun a United Nations document ap-
proved on 10 December 1948, by the
General Assembly, setting out the ba-
sic rights of all human beings

declaration of independence
/,dekla'rerf(e)n ov ndr'pendans/
noun a statement from a country mak-
ing itself independent of another
country which was ruling it

Declaration of Independence
/. dekla'rerf(a)n ov ndr'pendans/
noun the document written by Tho-
mas Jefferson in 1776 by which the
American colonies announced their
independence from Britain

declaration of war/,deklorerf(o)n
9v 'wai/ noun a statement by a coun-
try that it considers itself at war with
another country

declare /di'kled/ verb to make an of-
ficial statement, or announce some-
thing to the public o fo declare some-
one bankrupt o to declare that E.
Jones has been elected Member of
Parliament for the constituency o to
declare independence (of a country)
to state that it is now independent, and
no longer ruled by another country

declared /dir'kleod/ adjective 1.
made public o a declared supporter of
proportional representation 2. offi-
cially stated o Taxes are paid on de-
clared income. o declared value the
value of goods entered on a customs
declaration

declassification /diz kleestfr
'kerf(a)n/ noun the act of making
something no longer secret
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declassify /di:'klesifar/ verb to
make a secret document or piece of in-
formation available to the public o The
government papers relating to the war
have recently been declassified.
decolonisation /diz,kolonar
'ze1[(9)n/, decolonization noun the
process by which a state gives its for-
eign territories their independence
decolonise /di:'kolonarz/ verb to
give a colony its independence
decommission / ditko'mif(o)n/
verb to officially stop using something
such as a weapon

decontrol /dizkon'troul/ verb to re-
move controls from something o to
decontrol the price of something to
stop controlling the price of some-
thing so that the price can match de-
mand

decree /dr'kri:/ noun an order made
by a head of state o to govern by de-
cree to rule a country by issuing or-
ders without having them debated and
voted in a parliament m verb to make
an order o The President decreed that
June 1st should be a National Holiday.

deductible /dr'daktib(s)l/ adjec-
tive taken away from an amount of
money o deductible allowance o tax-
deductible deducted from an income
before tax is paid

deduction /dr'dakfon/ noun 1.
business expenses which can be
claimed against tax 2. US» tax de-
ductions

de facto /,der 'fektou/ Latin phrase
meaning ‘in fact’: as a matter of fact,
even though the legal title may not be
certain o He is the de facto owner of
the property. o The de facto govern-
ment has been recognised. o de facto
authority, de facto rule authority or
rule of a country by a group because it
is in power, whether ruling legally or
not o de facto recognition recogni-
tion of a new government because it is
in power, whether it is ruling legally or
not. » de jure

defamation /,defo'merf(a)n/ noun
the offence of causing harm to some-
body by speaking or writing in a dis-

honest way about them (NOTE: Defa-
mation may be libelif itis in a perma-
nent form, such as printed matter, or
slander if it is spoken.) o defamation
of character harm done to someone’s
reputation by maliciously saying or
writing things about him or her
defamatory /di'femot(o)ri/ adjec-
tive intended to harm someone by say-
ing or writing bad or false things about
them

defame /di'ferm/ verb to say or
write bad or false things about the
character of someone so as to damage
his or her reputation

defeat /di'fi:t/ nounthe failure to get
a majority in a vote o The minister of-
fered to resign after the defeat of the
motion in the House of Commons. m
verb to beat someone or something in
a vote o The bill was defeated in the
Lords by 52 to 64. o The government
was defeated in a vote on law and or-
der.

defect /di'fekt/ verb 1. (of a spy,
agent or government employee) to
leave one country or group to work for
another country or group 2. (of a
Member of Parliament) to leave your
party and join another

defection /dr'fekfon/ noun the act
of leaving one country or group to
work for another country or group

defector /di'fekto/ noun a person
who leaves one country or group to
work for another country or group

defence /di'fens/ noun 1. actions
taken to protect someone or some-
thing against attack (NOTE: The US
spelling is defense.) 2. the system of
armed forces and weapons that a
country uses to protect itself from at-
tack by other countries (NOTE: The US
spelling is defense.) 3. something
said or done in response to criticism o
In his speech he made a strong de-
fence of the decision to raise taxes.
(NOTE: The US spelling is defense.)
4. the case made in a law court in sup-
port of the person who is on trial
(NOTE: The US spelling is defense.)
5. the lawyer or lawyers who speak in
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court on behalf of the person who is on
trial (NOTE: The US spelling is de-
fense.) 6. measures and structures
used to provide protection for some-
thing (often plural) o a defence
against invaders o flood defences w
adjective relating to a country’s sys-
tem of defence o defence strategy o
defence budget (NOTE: The US spell-
ing is defense.)

defend /di'fend/ verb 1. to act to
protect someone or something 2. to
fight an election to keep an elected po-
sition o She is defending a majority of
only 2,400. o He is defending a safe
Labour seat. 3. to speak to show that
your actions were right o The Minister
defended his decision.

defer /di'fs:/ verb to arrange a meet-
ing or activity for a later date than
originally planned o to defer judgment
o The decision has been deferred until
the next meeting.

deferment /di'fs:mont/ noun the
act of arranging a meeting or activity
for a later date than originally planned
o deferment of payment o deferment of
a decision

deferred /di'fs:d/ adjective delayed
until a later date

defiance /di'farons/ noun an open
refusal to obey a person, order or rule

defiant /di'faront/ adjective openly
refusing to obey o defiant on the issue
of ID cards o The Prime Minister was
defiant, insisting there would be no
change of direction.

defiantly /dr'farontli/ adverb show-
ing an open refusal to obey a person,
order or rule

deficit/'defisit/ noun the amount by
which spending is higher than income
o The council is trying to agree on how
to reduce its current deficit. o The
President has promised to reduce the
budget deficit. , trade deficit
‘...the Deputy Premier rejected the claim
that the budget deficit had developed
over a number of years’
[Canberra Times]
deflation /di:'fleif(o)n/ noun the
economic situation when prices fall

deflationary /di:'fleif(o)n(o)ri/ ad-
jective leading to a fall in prices o The
government has introduced some de-
flationary measures in the budget.

Defra /'defro/ abbreviation Depart-
ment of Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs

defy /di'fai/ verb 1. to refuse to obey
a person or order o The protesters
have defied the court order. 2. to be
impossible to believe or explain o fo
defy belief or to defy explanation

de jure /,der 'dzuori/ Latin phrase
meaning ‘by law’: as a matter of law,
where the legal title is clear o He is the
de jure owner of the property. o de
jure recognition recognition of a new
government because it is the legal
government of the country. » de facto

delegate noun /'deligot/ a person
who is chosen or elected by other peo-
ple to put their case at a meeting or in
an assembly o The company president
personally greeted the Japanese dele-
gates. m verb /'dels, gert/ to pass lim-
ited authority or responsibility to
someone else o The committee dele-
gated the appointment of staff to the
chairman. o delegated legislation or-
ders, which have the power of Acts of
Parliament, but which are passed by a
minister to whom Parliament has del-
egated its authority o delegated pow-
ers powers which may be legally
passed by a council to a committee or
by a committee to a sub-committee

delegation /deli'gerf(o)n/ noun 1.
a group of people chosen by other
people to put their case at a meeting or
in an assembly o a Chinese trade del-
egation 2. the act of passing limited
authority or responsibility for making
decisions to someone else

delegatus non potest delegare
/,deliga:tas non po,test ,deli'ga:rer/
Latin phrase meaning ‘the delegate
cannot delegate to someone else’

deliberations /di liba'rerf(a)nz/
plural noun discussions o The result of
the committee’s deliberations was
passed to the newspapers.



Democratic Party

deliberative /di'lib(o)ratrv/ adjec-
tive relating to careful discussion
delimit /di:'limzrt/ verb to state clear-
ly what the boundaries of something
are o The terms of reference of the
commission are strictly delimited.

deliver /di'livo/ verb 1. to obtain the
support of a place or people for a can-
didate or political party 2. to do some-
thing that was promised o There are
increasing signs that people believe
the government has delivered on
healthcare.

Dem. abbreviation 1. Democrat 2.
Democratic

demagogic /,demo'gnd3ik/ adjec-
tive appealing to people’s emotions
and prejudices in order to influence
them

demagogue /'demogpg/ noun a
leader who is able to get the support of
the people by exciting their feelings
(disapproving)

demagogy, demagoguery noun
the activity of appealing to feelings
such as fear, greed or hatred of the
mass of the people

demand /di'ma:nd/ noun the fact
that people want goods and services
or, the amount of goods or services
that people want o Because many peo-
ple now live alone, the demand for
housing is increasing. o Organic food
is being imported to meet the rising
demand.

demarcate /'di:ma:keit/ verb to
decide on and set the boundaries of a
piece of land

demarcation /di:ma:'kerf(a)n/
noun the process of deciding on and
setting the boundaries of a piece of
land

démarche /'dexma:f/ noun a meas-
ure taken by diplomats, especially a
spoken protest

demission /di:'mifon/ noun resig-
nation from an important official post
demit /di:'mit/ verb to resign from
an important official post

demo /'demou/ noun same as dem-
onstration (informal)

democracy /di'mokroasi/ noun 1. a
theory or system of government by the
people or by the elected representa-
tives of the people o After the coup,
democracy was replaced by a military
dictatorship. , social democracy 2.
a country ruled by its people or their
representatives o The pact was wel-
comed by western democracies.

democrat /'demokrat/ noun a per-
son who believes in democracy

Democrat /'demokrat/ noun 1. a
member of the Democratic Party, one
of the two major political parties in the
United States 2. a member of the Aus-
tralian Democrats, a centre-left minor-
ity political party

democratic / demo'kreetik/ adjec-
tive 1. referring to a democracy o After
the coup the democratic processes of
government were replaced by govern-
ment by decree. 2. free and fair or re-
flecting the views of the majority o
The resolution was passed by a demo-
cratic vote of the council. o The action
of the leader is against the wishes of
the party as expressed in a democratic
vote at the party conference.

Democratic /, demo'kreetik/ adjec-
tive relating to or associated with the
Democratic Party of the United States
or the Australian Democrats

democratically /dema'kreatikli/
adverb in a democratic way o He is
the first democratically elected presi-
dent following the end of military rule.

democratic deficit / demo'kreetik
'defisit/ noun the failure of a fully
democratic system to behave in a
democratic way (NOTE: The Europe-
an Union has often been accused of
having a democratic deficit since the
power lies in the Commission and
Council of Ministers rather than the
European Parliament.)

Democratic Party /demo'kratik
.pa:ti/ noun one of the two main po-
litical parties in the USA, which is in
favour of some social change and state
help for poor people, together with re-
strictions on the power of the federal



Democratic Unionist Party

government. Compare Republican

Party
Democratic Unionist Party
/. dema'kretik 'juinjonist ‘'pa:ti/

noun a Northern Ireland political par-
ty, established by the Reverend lan
Paisley in 1971, and strongly commit-
ted to the maintenance of the union
between Great Britain and Northern
Ireland

democratise /di'mokrotarz/ verb
to make a country into a democracy
demonstrate /'demonstrert/ verb
1. to show something or make some-
thing clear o The police demonstrated
how the bomb was planted. o The
MP’s comments demonstrated an ap-
parent lack of sympathy for the unem-
ployed. 2. to make a public protest
about something o Crowds of students
were demonstrating against the gov-
ernment.

demonstration /,deman
'stre1f(a)n/ noun 1. an act of showing
something o The manager gave a
demonstration of the new computer
system for recording details of tenants
and their rents. 2. an act of protesting
about something o Police broke up the
student demonstration. o Ratepayers
are organising a demonstration in
front of the Town Hall.
demonstrator  /'demonstrerto/
noun a person who protests about
something publicly o Demonstrators
have occupied the municipal building.
demos /'dizmps/ noun the ordinary
people of a community or nation
demotic /di:'motik/ adjective relat-
ing to or involving ordinary people
demur /dr'ms:/ verb not to agree o
The MP stated that there was a ques-
tion of privilege, but the Speaker de-
murred.

denationalise /di:'naf(o)nslaiz/
verb to sell something owned by the
state to private investors
denaturalise /di:'nat[(o)rolaiz/
verb to take away a naturalised citi-
zen’s citizenship, e.g. if it is discov-
ered that they have entered the country
illegally

denazify /di:'na:tsifar/ verb to re-
move connections with Nazism

denounce /di'nauns/ verb 1. to crit-
icise something or someone publicly
and harshly o He denounced the bill as
a cheat’s charter. 2. to accuse some-
one publicly of an undesirable or ille-
gal act 3. to announce the formal end
of a treaty or other agreement

denuclearise  /di:'nju:kliorarz/
verb to remove or ban nuclear weap-
ons or nuclear power sources from a
place

DEP abbreviation US Department of
Environmental Protection

department /dr'pa:tmont/ noun 1.
a section of a large organisation like a
government, company or college o
complaints department o legal depart-
ment o head of department, depart-
ment head, department manager
the person in charge of a department
2. one of the large local administrative
divisions of a country such as France

departmentalism / dizpa:t
'mentaliz(e)m/ noun 1. the policy of
dividing organisations into depart-
ments 2. the tendency of government
departments to follow their own inter-
ests

departmental Select Commit-
tee /dirpa:t'ment(d)l sr'lekt ko
'miti/ noun a parliamentary commit-
tee set up to examine the work of a
government department
Department for Constitutional
Affairs /d1,pa:tmant fo
konstrtjuif(a)nal o'feaz/ nouna UK
government department whose role is
to ensure effective justice for all and
protect and extend democratic rights.
Abbr DCA

Department for Culture, Media
and Sport noun a UK government
department responsible for the arts,
cultural activities and heritage, sport,
tourism, and press freedom and regu-
lation. Abbr DCMS

Department for Education and
Skills /di,paitmont for edju
ke1f(a)n an 'skilz/ noun a UK gov-
ernment department responsible for
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Department of Justice Canada

education at all levels and ages, and
training people for work. Abbr DfES

Department for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs noun a
UK government department responsi-
ble for the natural and developed envi-
ronment, safe food supplies, rural
communities, and the sustainable use
of natural resources. Abbr DEFRA

Department for International
Development /di'paitmont fo
Jnta'na(9)nal di'velopmant/ noun
a UK government department respon-
sible for policies aimed at reducing
global poverty and promoting sustain-
able development. Abbr DfID

Department for Transport /di
'partmant fo 'treenspo:t/ noun a UK
government department responsible

for overseeing the transport system.
Abbr DT

Department for Work and Pen-
sions /dipa:tmont fo ,wa:k on
'penfonz/ noun a UK government de-
partment responsible for Jobcentres,
the Child Support Agency, pensions,
services for people with disabilities,
and other matters relating to individu-
al people’s needs. Abbr DWP

Department of Defense /dr
,pa:rtmant av dr'fens/ noun the exec-
utive department of the US federal
government that is mainly responsible
for maintaining national security and
overseeing the armed forces. Abbr
DOD

Department of Energy /di
'paitmant av 'enad3i/ noun the exec-
utive department of the US federal
government that is mainly responsible
for developing energy technology and
regulating energy production and use.
Abbr DOE

Department of Environmental
Protection /di'paitmont ov 1n
,vairon'ment(9)l pra'tek[(o)n/ noun
a US state agency responsible for pro-
tecting human health by ensuring
clean air and water and safe manage-
ment of hazardous waste materials.
Abbr DEP

Department of Finance Cana-
da /dipaitmont ov famans
'kaenada/ noun the Canadian govern-
ment department that is responsible
for preparing the federal budget, over-
seeing tax policies and legislation, and
regulating the country’s banks and fi-
nancial institutions

Department of Health /dr
,paitmont av 'hel®/ noun Gov a UK
government department with the re-
sponsibility of improving the health
and well-being of the population.
Abbr DH

Department of Homeland Se-
curity /di'pa:tmont ov 'houm lend
st'kjuarati/ noun the executive de-
partment of the US federal govern-
ment that was established in the after-
math of 11 September 2001, to protect
the country against future terrorist at-
tacks. Abbr DHS (NOTE: It became an
official cabinet department on 24
January 2003, bringing together 22
previously existing agencies to bet-
ter coordinate defence planning and
strategy.)

Department of Housing and
Urban Development /d1
'pa:tmont ov 'havzip on 's:bon dr
'velopmont/ noun the executive de-
partment of the US federal govern-
ment that is mainly responsible for
promoting community development
and enforcing fair housing laws. Abbr
HUD

Department of Human Re-
sources and Skills Develop-
ment noun the Canadian government
department that is responsible for de-
veloping and administering policies
relating to labour and homelessness.
Abbr HRSD

Department of Justice /dr
,paitmont av 'd3zastis/ noun US the
department of the US government re-
sponsible for federal legal cases, head-
ed by the Attorney-General. Also
called Justice Department

Department of Justice Canada
/di,paitmoant ov ,d3astrs 'kenado/
noun the Canadian government de-
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partment that is mainly responsible for
developing policies affecting the jus-
tice system and providing legal servic-
es to the federal government
Department of National De-
fense and the Canadian Forces
/dr'pa:tmant ov 'nef(o)nal dr'fens
on 91 ko'nerdion/ noun the Canadian
government department that is mainly
responsible for national security and
overseeing the armed forces. Abbr
DND/CF

Department of Social Services
/dr'pa:tmant ov 'sauf(a)l 's3ivisiz/
noun a US state agency responsible
for providing services and protection
to people living in poverty or situa-
tions of abuse or neglect. Abbr DSS
Department of the Interior /dr
,paitmont av di: 'intraria/ noun the
executive department of the US feder-
al government that is mainly responsi-
ble for developing the nation’s natural
resources, managing national parks,
and overseeing Native American res-
ervations and outlying territories.
Abbr DOI (NOTE: The UK does not
have a government department
called the ‘Department of the Interi-
or': the Home Office is responsible
for supervising the police and policy
on law and order.)

Department of Trade and In-
dustry /di,pa:tmont ov treid ond
'indastri/ noun the British govern-
ment department dealing with busi-
ness and commerce

dependant /di'pendont/, depend-
ent /dr'pendant/ noun a person, espe-
cially a relative, who is supported fi-
nancially by someone else
dependency /di'pendonsi/ noun a
country or state that belongs to anoth-
er country with which it does not share
a border

dependency theory /di'pendonsi
B1ari/ noun a theory of international
relations that important countries in-
fluence other countries as a result of
their economic power

depoliticise, depoliticize verb to
prevent a discussion about something

being carried out according to fixed
political views o The government
wants to depoliticise the debate on
crime.

depopulated /di:'popjulertid/ ad-
jective of an area where there are now
far fewer people living than there were
in the past

deport /di'po:t/ verb to send some-
one away from a country o The illegal
immigrants were deported.

deportation / di:po:'terf(a)n/ noun
the act of sending someone away from
a country

deportation order /diipo:
'terf(9)n ,0:da/ noun an official order
to send someone away from a country
o The minister signed the deportation
order.

deportee /,di:po:'tiz/ noun some-
one who is being or has been deported

depose /di'pauz/ verb to remove a
political leader or a king or queen
from their job

deposit /di'pozit/ noun money paid
by a candidate in an election, which is
not returned if the candidate does not
win enough votes o He polled only 25
votes and lost his deposit. (NOTE: The
deposit is currently £500 and is not
returned if a candidate receives less
than 5% of the vote.) m verb to put
documents somewhere for safe keep-
ing or for information o We have de-
posited the deeds of the house with the
bank. o She deposited her will with her
solicitor.
COMMENT: Information which has not
been presented to MPs in any other
way may be placed in either the
House of Commons or the House of
Lords library by a Minister or the
Speaker as a ‘deposited paper’. Most
deposited papers are replies to written
parliamentary questions.
deprived /di'praivd/ adjective not
having the basic things regarded as
necessary for a pleasant life o a de-
prived childhood o a deprived area

dept abbreviation department

deputation / depju'terf(a)n/ noun
a group of people who have been cho-
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despatch box

sen to represent and act on behalf of a
larger group of people

depute /dr'pju:t/ verb to give some-
one the job of doing something o He
was deputed to act as chairman. m ad-
jective same as deputy (used after
nouns)

deputise /'depjutaiz/, deputize
verb to take the place of a higher offi-
cial

deputy /'depjuti/ noun 1. a person
who takes the place of a higher official
or who helps a higher official o She
acted as deputy for the chairman or
She acted as the chairman’s deputy. 2.
US a person who acts for or helps a
sheriff 3. (in some countries) a mem-
ber of a legislative body o After the
Prime Minister resigned, the deputies
of his party started to discuss the elec-
tion of a successor. » Chamber of
Deputies

Deputy Mayor /'depjuti mes/
noun a member of a town council who
acts for a mayor if he or she is absent
Deputy Minister /. depjuti
'minista/ noun in Canada the chief
civil servant in charge of a ministry
(NOTE: In the UK, the post is called
the Permanent Secretary.)
Deputy Prime Minister / depjuti
praim 'minista/ noun the title given
to a senior Cabinet minister who acts
for the Prime Minister if he or she is
absent

Deputy Speaker /,depjuti 'spitka/
noun a MP, elected by other MPs, who
acts as chair of the House of Com-
mons when the Speaker is absent
(NOTE: There are three Deputy
Speakers: one has the additional title
of the Chairman of Ways and Means,
the others are Deputy Chairmen of
Ways and Means.)

derecognition /direkog'nif(o)n/
noun the situation when one country
decides not to accept the government
of another country as the rightful gov-
ernment

deregulate /di:'regjulert/ verb to
remove government controls from an
industry

deregulation /di: regju'lerf(o)n/
noun reducing government control
over an industry

dereliction /,dera'lik[(2)n/ noun o
dereliction of duty failure to do what
you ought to do o he was found guilty
of gross dereliction of duty

derogation /dero'gerf(o)n/ noun
in the European Union, the temporary
suspension of a regulation or directive

desegregate /di:'segrigert/ verb to
end the separation of people based on
their ethnic background
desegregation / dizsegri
‘ge1f(e)n/ noun the ending of the sep-
aration of people based on ethnic
background

deselect / di:s1'lekt/ verb to decide
that a person who had been chosen by
a political party as a candidate for a
constituency is no longer the candi-
date

deselection /di:st'lek[(a)n/ noun
the act of deselecting a candidate o
Some factions in the local party have
proposed the deselection of the candi-
date.

desert /di'za:t/ verb to leave the
armed forces without permission

designate /'dezignert/ adjective a
person who has been given a job but
who has not yet started work o the
chairman designate m verb to name or
to appoint officially o The area was
designated a National Park.

despatch /di'spat f/ verb to send o
The letters about the rates were des-
patched yesterday. o The Defence
Minister was despatched to take
charge of the operation.

despatch box /di'spatf boks/
noun 1. the red leather case in which
government papers are sent to minis-
ters. Also called red box 2. one of
two boxes facing each other on the
centre table in the House of Commons
at which a Minister or member of the
Opposition Front Bench stands to
speak o to be at the despatch box (of
a minister) to be speaking in parlia-
ment



despot

despot /'despot/ noun a ruler with
great power

despotic /di'spotik/ adjective like a
ruler with great power

despotism /'despotiz(o)m/ noun
the system of government where the
ruler has great power

destabilise /di:'sterbilaiz/ verb to
make a government or economy una-
ble to function successfully

détente /'dertont/ noun an im-
provement in the relations between
two or more countries who have been
unfriendly

detention centre /di'tenf(o)n
,senta/ noun aplace where people can
be kept while their request to enter and
remain in a country is considered

deterrent /di'teront/ noun 1. some-
thing which discourages someone
from doing something o Means testing
is a deterrent to the take-up of bene-
fits. 2. weapons, particularly nuclear
weapons, seen as threat that will pre-
vent another country from attacking

dethrone /dr'6roun/ verb to remove
a king or queen from their official po-
sition

developer /dr'velops/ noun a busi-
ness person who buys up land in order
to build houses on it

developing country /di,velopip
'kantri/, developing nation /d1
velopig 'nerf(e)n/ noun a country
which is not yet fully industrialised

development /di'velopmont/ noun
1. the process of encouraging business
activities in a region or country and
helping its economy grow 2. the proc-
ess of planning the production of a
new product or new town 3. a change
which takes place o a new develop-
ment in healthcare

development area /dr'velopmont
,earia/ noun an area which has been
given special help from a government
to encourage businesses and factories
to be set up there. Also called devel-
opment zone

development plan /dr'velopmont
plaen/ noun a plan drawn up by a gov-

ernment or council to show how an
area should develop over a period of
time
deviate /'di:viert/ verb to move
away from a planned course of action
deviationism / dizvi
‘e1f(a)n1z(a)m/ noun departure from
accepted political views, especially
from orthodox communism
devolution /dirva'lu:f(a)n/ noun
the passing of power from a central
government to a local or regional au-
thority (NOTE: In the UK, devolution is
the process by which since 1997 a
parliament has been set up in Scot-
land, and assemblies have been cre-
ated in Northern Ireland, Wales and
Greater London.)
COMMENT: Devolution involves the
transfer of more power than decentral-
isation. In a devolved state, the re-
gional authorities are almost autono-
mous.
devolutionist / dirvo'lu:f(o)nist/
noun someone who favours transfer-
ring power from a central government
to smaller political units
devolve /di'volv/ verb to transfer
power from a central to a regional or
local authority o Power is devolved to
regional assemblies.
Devolved Assembly /di,volvd o
'sembli/ noun one of the representa-
tive bodies set up in the UK in 1998,
which are the Scottish Parliament,
Welsh Assembly, Northern Ireland
Assembly and, in 2000, the Greater
London Assembly
devolved government /di,volvd
'gav(e)nmoant/ noun government
with the power to make laws on the in-
ternal affairs of a region of a country
(NOTE: Devolved governments were
established in Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland in 1998, but in 2004
the one in Northern Ireland is in
abeyance.)
DFES abbreviation Department for
Education and Skills
DFID /'difid/ abbreviation Depart-
ment for International Development
DfT abbreviation Department for
Transport



diplomatic etiquette

DH abbreviation Department of
Health

DHS abbreviation US Department of
Homeland Security

dialogue /'darolog/ noun 1. formal
discussion between two people or
groups in order to reach a decision o
engage in constructive dialogue o en-
ter into dialogue 2. official diplomatic
contact between two countries

diarchy /'dara:ki/ noun 1. a form of
government in which power is held by
two rulers or governing bodies 2. a
country controlled by two rulers or
governing bodies

diary /'darari/ noun a book in which
you can write notes or appointments
for each day of the week and record
events which have taken place

dictator /dik'terts/ noun a ruler
who has complete power o The coun-
try has been ruled by a military dicta-
tor for six years. o The MPs accused
the party leader of behaving like a dic-
tator.

dictatorial /,dikto'to:riol/ adjective
1. referring to a ruler who has com-
plete power o a dictatorial form of
government 2. behaving like a ruler
with complete power o Officials dis-
liked the Minister’s dictatorial way of
working.

dictatorship /dik'tertaf1p/ noun 1.
rule by someone with complete power
o Under the dictatorship of Mussolini,
personal freedom was restricted. o the
dictatorship of the proletariat in
Marxist theory, the period after a rev-
olution when the Communist Party
takes control until a true classless so-
ciety develops 2. a country ruled by
someone with complete power o a
military dictatorship a country ruled
by an army officer as a dictator
diehard noun, adjective a person
who strongly opposes any form of
change o He’s a diehard Conserva-
tive. o Diehard Labour supporters
criticised the new style of leadership.
Diet /'daiot/ noun the legislative
body in Japan and some other coun-
tries

dilatory motion /dilat(o)ri
'mouf(9)n/ noun a motion in the
House of Commons to put off the de-
bate on a proposal until a later date

diplomacy /di'ploumosi/ noun 1.
the management of a country’s inter-
est in another country o The art of di-
plomacy is to anticipate the next move
by the other party. o quiet diplomacy
discussing problems with officials of
another country in a calm way, with-
out telling the press about it o secret
diplomacy discussing problems with
another country in secret 2. a quiet
way of persuading people to do what
you want or of settling problems with-
out force o solved the dispute with tact
and diplomacy

diplomat /'diplomat/ noun a per-
son such as an ambassador who is an
official representative of his or her
country in another country

diplomatic /diplo'matik/ adjec-
tive 1. referring to diplomats o His car
had a diplomatic number plate. o She
was using a diplomatic passport. o to
grant someone diplomatic status to
give someone the rights of a diplomat
2. quietly persuasive in dealing with
other people

diplomatic bag /diplo'metik
bag/ noun a bag containing official
government documents which is car-
ried from one country to another by
diplomats and cannot be opened by
customs o He was accused of shipping
arms into the country in the diplomat-
ic bag.

diplomatic channels
/ diplomeetik 't feen(a)lz/ plural noun
the ways in which diplomats commu-
nicate between countries o The mes-
sage was delivered by diplomatic
channels. o They are working to re-
store diplomatic channels between the
two countries.

diplomatic corps /diplo'metik
ko:/ noun all the foreign ambassadors
and their staff in a city or country
diplomatic etiquette /diplo
'meetik 'etiket/ noun formal conven-
tions of behaviour between diplomats



diplomatic immunity

diplomatic immunity
/. diplometik 1'mjuiniti/ noun the
right of not being subject to the laws
of the country in which you are living,
because you are a diplomat o She
claimed diplomatic immunity to avoid
being arrested.

diplomatic relations /diplo
'maetik rr'lerf(s)nz/ plural noun the
arrangements by which two countries
have representatives in each other’s
country and deal with each other for-
mally o The countries have broken off
diplomatic relations.

diplomatic service /,diplo'matik
's31vis/ noun the government depart-
ment concerned with relations with
other countries, including those who
work in embassies, consulates, and
other representatives abroad o He has
decided on a career in the diplomatic
service.

diplomatist /di'plovmotist/ noun
same as diplomat (formal)

direct action /darrekt 'ak[on/
noun political or industrial action in-
tended to have immediate and notice-
able effect that will influence opinion,
e.g. a strike, boycott or civil disobedi-
ence

direct democracy /dar'rekt dr
'mpokrasi/ noun rule of the people by
the people without the intervention of
representatives o The only really via-
ble form of direct democracy for the
modern world is the use of referen-
dums.

direct election /dar'rekt 1'lek[an/
noun an election where the voters vote
for the person who will represent
them, as opposed to elections where
the voters vote for people who then
choose the representative

direction /dar'rekfon/ noun 1. con-
trol or leadership 2. the general
progress of something o wunhappy
about the direction the party has taken
in recent years m directions instruc-
tions which explain how something
should be done o The court is not able
to give directions to the local authori-

fy.

directive /dar'rektiv/ noun1. an or-
der to someone to do something 2. a
piece of legislation made by the Euro-
pean Commission o The Commission
issued a directive on food prices.
(NOTE: A directive of the European
Commission is binding as to the re-
sult to be achieved, but leaves to the
national authorities the choice of
form and method (Article 189 EC).)

direct labour organisation /dar
'rekt 'letba ,o:gonart'zeif(a)n/ nouna
group of workers employed by a coun-
cil or other government department, as
opposed to a group who are privately
employed by a company which has a
contract to do the work from the coun-
cil or government department. Abbr
DLO

director /dar'rekts/ noun 1. a per-
son whose job involves managing all
or part of an organisation or company
o He is the director of a government
institute. o She was appointed director
of the charity. 2. the person appointed
by the shareholders to manage a com-
pany 3. the chief officer of a depart-
ment in a council 4. Director of Edu-
cation or Housing or Social Serv-
ices the chief officer in a local
government administration, in charge
of the education or housing or social
services in his or her area

directorate-general /dar
'rekt(o)rot 'dzen(a)ral/ noun an ad-
ministrative section of the European
Commission

director-general /dar rekto
'‘dzen(o)ral/ noun 1. a person in
charge of a large organisation, with
several directors responsible to him or
her 2. in the European Union, a civil
servant in charge of one of the directo-
rates-general in the European Union

Director-General of Fair Trad-
ing /darrekto ,dzen(o)rol ov feo
'trerdin/ noun the official in charge of
the Office of Fair Trading, a body
which regulates businesses and pro-
tects consumers

Director of Education /dar'rekto
av ,edju'kerf(a)n/ noun an officer of



disciplinary

a local authority who is responsible
for schools and colleges in the area

Director of Public Prosecu-
tions /darrekto ov ,pablik ,prost
'kjuif(e)nz/ noun the government of-
ficial in charge of the Crown Prosecu-
tion Service, reporting to the Attor-
ney-General, who advises on criminal
cases brought by the police, prose-
cutes in important cases and advises
other government departments if pros-
ecutions should be started o The pa-
pers in the case have been sent to the
Director of Public Prosecutions. Abbr
DPP

directory /dar'rekt(o)ri/ noun a list
of people or businesses with their ad-
dresses and telephone numbers, and
sometimes further information about
them

direct primary /dar'rekt
'prammori/ noun in the United States,
a primary election in which the candi-
dates for an office are each chosen by
popular vote

direct tax /dar,rekt 'teeks/ noun tax
which is paid on money that has been
earned or profits, e.g. income tax

direct taxation /darrekt taek
'se1f(o)n/ noun the system of taxing a
person or organisation on money that
has been earned or on profits
dirigisme noun tight government
control of a country’s economy and
social institutions

dirty trick /,ds:ti 'trik/ plural noun
tactics used in a political campaign
against an opponent that are not com-
pletely fair or honest

Disability Rights Commission
/. disabiliti 'rarts ko,mif(s)n/ an or-
ganisation which works to improve
the conditions of people with disabili-
ties and to remove any discrimination
against them. Abbr DRC (NOTE: In
2006 the Disability Rights Commis-
sion will be merged with other bodies
to form the Commission for Equality
and Human Rights.)

disadvantage /disod'vaintidz/
noun something which makes some-
one or something less successful than

others o It is a disadvantage for a tax
lawyer not to have studied to be an ac-
countant. o at a disadvantage less
likely to be successful o not having
studied law puts him at a disadvan-
tage m verb to put someone or some-
thing in a more difficult position than
someone else, making success less
likely o She is disadvantaged by not
having the right qualifications for the
job.

disadvantaged /,disod'va:ntidzd/
adjective referring to people who have
less money, education or opportunities
than others, or to places where condi-
tions are more

disappear /disa'pra/ verb to arrest
or kill a political opponent without the
process of law

disarmament /dis'azmomont/
noun the process of reducing the
number of arms held by a country

disburse /dis'bsis/ verb to pay
money to somebody out of a large
amount which has been collected for a
purpose

disbursement /dis'b3ismont/
noun the payment of money from a
large amount which has been collect-
ed for a purpose

discharge /dis'tfa:d3/ verb o The
judge discharged the jury. o to dis-
charge a committee US to remove
control of a bill from a committee, es-
pecially if a committee has not report-
ed on a bill within 30 days
COMMENT: Committees of both House
of Representatives and the Senate
can be discharged; the action to dis-
charge a committee in the House of
the Representatives is called a ‘dis-
charge petition’ and in the Senate a
‘discharge resolution’.
Discharge Calendar /distfa:d3
'keelinda/ noun a list of motions for
discharging committees
disciplinary /dist'plinori/ adjec-
tive relating to punishment for break-
ing rules o disciplinary procedure a
way of warning someone officially
that he or she is not doing things in the
expected way o to take disciplinary
action against someone to punish



disclaimer

someone for not doing things in the
expected way

disclaimer /dis'kleimos/ noun a le-
gal refusal to accept responsibility or
to accept a right

disclosure /dis'klouza/ noun the
act of telling details or of publishing a
secret o The disclosure of the takeover
bid raised the price of the shares. o
The defendant’s case was made
stronger by the disclosure that the
plaintiff was an undischarged bank-
rupt. o disclosure of confidential in-
formation an act of telling someone
information which should not be made
public

discretionary /di'skre[(o)n(o)ri/
adjective available to use if necessary
o the minister’s discretionary pow-
ers powers which the minister could
use if he thought he should do so

discriminate /di'skriminert/ verb
to note real or imagined differences
between things and act on these judg-
ments, sometimes unfairly o The plan-
ning committee finds it difficult to dis-
criminate between applications which
improve the community, and those
which are purely commercial.

discrimination /d1,skrimr
'nerf(9)n/ noun action which treats
different groups of people in different
ways, sometimes unfairly o Racial
discrimination is against the law. o
She accused the council of sexual dis-
crimination in their recruitment poli-
Cy.

disenfranchise /,disin
'freent fa1z/, disfranchise verb to de-
prive a person or organisation of a
privilege or legal right, especially the
right to vote

disestablish / dis1'steblif/ verb to
end a legal relationship between a
state and a church or religion
disloyal /dis'lorol/ adjective not
supporting your country, friends or
political party

disloyalty /dis'loralti/ noun behav-
iour that does not support your coun-
try, friends or political party

dispensation /dispen'serf(a)n/
noun special permission to do some-
thing which is usually not allowed or
is against the law

displaced person /dis pleisd
'p3:s(9)n/ noun a man or woman who
has been forced to leave their home
and move to another country because
of war

disqualification /dis kwolrfr
'kerf(a)n/ noun the situation of being
prevented from continuing to do
something because you have broken
the rules in some way o disqualifica-
tion from office a rule which forces a
director to be removed from a direc-
torship if he does not fulfil its condi-
tions

disqualify /dis'kwolifar/ verb to
prevent someone from continuing to
do something because they have done
something wrong, or because it is not
allowed by a set of rules o After the ac-
cident he was fined £1,000 and dis-
qualified from driving for two years. o
Being a judge disqualifies her from
being a Member of Parliament. o Ap-
plicants will be disqualified for can-
vassing.

Disraeli /diz're1li/, Benjamin, 1st
Earl of Beaconsfield (1804-81)
British politician and novelist. British
Conservative prime minister (1868,
1874-80).

dissent /di'sent/ noun strong lack
of agreement o The opposition showed
its dissent by voting against the Bill. m
verb not to agree with someone o The
motion was carried, three councillors
dissented. o dissenting opinion the
opinion of a member of a committee,
showing that he or she disagrees with
the other members

dissident /'disidont/ adjective not
in agreement with a political group or
government o a dissident writer m
noun a person who is not in agreement
with a political group or government

dissolution /,diso'lu:f(a)n/ noun
the formal process of ending a busi-
ness or legal relationship m also dis-
solution of Parliament the formal



division vote

process of ending a parliament, which
is followed by a general election o The
government lost the vote of no confi-
dence, and so the Prime Minister
asked for a dissolution of Parliament.

dissolve /di'zolv/ verb to bring a
business or legal relationship to an end
o to dissolve Parliament to end a ses-
sion of Parliament, and so force a gen-
eral election

district /'distrikt/ noun a section of
a town or of a country

District Auditor /'distrikt 'o:dito/
noun a local official of the Audit
Commission

district council /,drstrikt
'kaunsal/ noun an elected body which
runs a local area
COMMENT: There are two kinds of dis-
trict council: metropolitan districts,
covering large urban areas, are re-
sponsible for all local matters; non-
metropolitan districts deal with some
local matters, but leave other matters
to be dealt with by the county council.
district court /'distrikt ko:t/ noun
US a court in a federal district

District of Columbia /,distrikt ov
ka'lambia/ noun the district of which
the US capital Washington is the cen-
tre, which is not part of any state of the
USA and is administered directly by
Congress. Abbr DC

district registry  /distrikt
'redzistri/ noun the office where
records of births, marriages and
deaths are kept for an area

divide /di'vaid/ verb 1. to make into
separate sections o The country is di-
vided into six administrative regions.
o The two departments agreed to di-
vide the work between them. 2. (in the
House of Commons) to vote o The
House divided at 10.30. 3. to disagree,
or make people disagree o They were
divided on the issue of the benefits of
membership of the European Union.

division /di'viz(a)n/ noun 1. a sec-
tion of something which is divided
into several sections o Smith’s is now
a division of the Brown group of com-
panies. 2. one of the separate sections
of the High Court (the Queen’s Bench

Division, the Family Division and the
Chancery Division) or the sections of
the Appeal Court (Civil Division and
Criminal Division) 3. (in the House of
Commons) a vote o In the division on
the Law and Order Bill, the govern-
ment had a comfortable majority. » di-
vide 2 4. the act of dividing or of being
divided o division of responsibility
the act of sharing the responsibility for
something between several people
COMMENT: When a division is called in
the House of Commons, the Speaker
names four MPs as tellers, bells are
rung and the doors out of the division
lobbies are closed. MPs file through
the lobbies and are counted as they
pass through the doors and go back
into the chamber. At the end of the di-
vision, the tellers report the numbers
of Ayes and Noes, and the Speaker
declares the result by saying ‘the Ayes
have it’ or ‘the Noes have it’.
divisional /di'viz(o)n(a)l/ adjective
referring to a division o a divisional
education officer

division bell /di'viz(o)n bel/ noun
the bell which is rung to warn MPs
that a vote is going to be taken

division bell area /d1,viz(o)n bel
‘earia/ noun the area round the House
of Commons which is near enough for
MPs to come to vote after the division
bell has rung. Eight minutes is al-
lowed between the bell and the vote. o
She has a flat in the division bell area.

division list /di'viz(o)n list/ nouna
list of MPs who voted for and against
a motion, usually included in Hansard
on the day after the vote

division lobby /di'viz(o)n Iobi/
noun one of two rooms in the House
of Commons through which MPs pass
to vote. Also called voting lobby
(NOTE: The Aye lobby is to the right of
the Speaker’s chair, behind the seats
where the MPs who form the govern-
ment sit, and the No lobby is to the
left.)

division vote /di'viz(o)n vout/
noun US a vote in the House of Rep-
resentatives, where members stand up
to be counted and the vote is not re-



DLO

corded in the record. Also called
standing vote

DLO abbreviation Direct Labour Or-
ganization
‘...a good DLO will subcontract work to
the private sector, if only to give itself a
benchmark for performance measure-
ment’ [Local Government News]
DMK noun in Tamil Nadu, India, a
political party advocating the promo-
tion of Tamil society and culture. Full
form Dravida Munnetra Kazgham

DND/CF abbreviation Department
of National Defense and the Canadian
Forces

D-notice /'di: ,noutis/ noun a gov-
ernment statement, without legal
force, containing official guidance to
news editors that the publication of a
specific piece of information is not ad-
visable o should be DA-notice Full
form Defence Advisory notice

doctrine /'doktrin/ noun a state-
ment of policy

document /'dokjumont/ noun 1. a
paper with information in it o Deeds,
contracts and wills are all legal docu-
ments. 2. an official paper from a gov-
ernment department m verb to put
something in a published document o
The cases of unparliamentary lan-
guage are well documented in Han-
sard.

documentary /dokju'ment(o)ri/
adjective in the form of documents o
documentary evidence o documentary
proof

documentation /,dokjumen
'terf(a)n/ noun all the documents re-
ferring to something o Please send me
the complete documentation concern-
ing the sale.

DOD abbreviation US Department of
Defense

Dod’s Parliamentary Compan-
ion /dodz ,pa:loment(e)ri kom
'penjon/ noun a small book contain-
ing details of all MPs, their constitu-
encies and government posts

DOE abbreviation US Department of
Energy

dogma /'dogmo/ noun a belief or set
of beliefs of a political, religious or
other group of people

dogmatic /dog'metik/ adjective
relating to a religious, political, philo-
sophical or moral dogma

DOI abbreviation US Department of
the Interior

dollar diplomacy /'dolo dr
'ploumasi/ noun 1. the use of money
to establish good relations with other
countries 2. in the United States, a
policy aimed at encouraging and pro-
tecting US interests abroad

domain /dou'mein/ noun the territo-
ry ruled by a specific government or
leader

Domesday Book /'duimzder buk/
noun a record made for King William
I in 1086, which recorded lands in
England and their owners for tax pur-
poses

domestic /do'mestik/ adjective 1.
referring to a family or home 2. refer-
ring to the home country or to the
country where a business has its head
offices o The remarks by the ambassa-
dor were regarded as interference in
the country’s domestic affairs.
domestic consumption /do
,mestik kon'sampfon/ noun the use
of goods in a country, or the amount
used

domestic production /do,mestik
pra'dakfon/ noun production of
goods in a country

domestic rate /do'mestik rert/
noun a local tax which is levied on
houses and flats

domicile /'domisail/ noun the coun-
try where someone is said to live per-
manently or where a company’s office
is registered, especially for tax pur-
poses o domicile of origin the domi-
cile which a person has from birth,
usually the domicile of the father o
domicile of choice country where
someone has chosen to live, which is
not the domicile of origin m verb to
live in a particular place o he is domi-
ciled in Denmark he lives in Den-
mark officially



Downing Street

dominant party /'dommont 'pa:ti/
noun In a democracy, the way in
which one political party tends to be
stronger and more successful in win-
ning elections than the others for a pe-
riod of time o The dominant party in
US politics after 1932 was the Demo-
crat Party, but its dominance was
probably at an end by the end of the
century.

dominion /do'minjon/ noun1. also
Dominion an independent state
which is part of the British Common-
wealth 2. the power of control over
something o to exercise dominion over
a country

domino effect /'dommou 1,fekt/
noun the situation that happens when
one event causes another which then
causes another to happen (NOTE: In
the 1960s some Americans argued
that if Vietham became a communist
country the rest of Southeast Asia
would also become communist ac-
cording to the domino effect.)

domino theory /'dominou O1ari/
noun a theory that political events are
connected and that one event can start
a chain of others (NOTE: The theory
was developed by US President
Dwight D. Eisenhower to warn of the
spread of Communism in Southeast
Asia.)

donate /dou'nert/ verb to give mon-
ey to an organisation, especially a po-
litical party or charity

donation /dou'nerf(a)n/ noun the
money given to an organisation such
as a political party or charity
donkey vote /'dogki vout/ noun in
the preferential voting system, a vote
in which the preferences are just
marked in the order that they appear
on the ballot sheet (NOTE: In Australia,
where voting is compulsory, this is
often a way of registering a protest
vote or abstention.)

doorstep /'do:step/ verb to talk to
people at their doors in order to per-
suade them to buy something, to vote
for a candidate in an election, or to
find out their opinions

doorstep poll /'do:step paul/ noun
an opinion survey carried out by ask-
ing people questions at their front
doors o A doorstep poll suggested that
the sitting MP might lose her seat.
door-to-door /,do: to 'doi/ adjec-
tive going from one house to the next
o Before the election, the party had
carried out a lot of door-to-door can-
vassing, talking to voters and handing
out leaflets.

Dorothy Dixer /dorafi 'dikso/
noun a question asked in parliament
which allows a politician, especially a
minister, to give a prepared answer
double agent /'dab(o)l 'erdzont/
noun someone who spies for one gov-
ernment and also gives secret informa-
tion about that government to the oth-
er

double dissolution /'dab(s)l
disa'luzf(a)n/ noun in Australia, the
dissolution of both houses of the fed-
eral parliament by the governor gener-
al when the upper house has repeated-
ly refused to pass legislation already
passed by the lower house

double taxation /dab(o)l tek
'serf(a)n/ noun a system of taxing the
same income twice, e.g. by a direct tax
and an indirect tax, or by paying tax in
two countries

double tax treaty /dab(e)l taks
'triiti/ noun an agreement between
two countries so that citizens or busi-
nesses pay tax in one country only

dove /dav/ noun a person who tries
to achieve peace through discussion.
Compare hawk

doveish /'davif/, dovish adjective
favouring diplomatic solutions to for-
eign policy issues and preferring to
avoid confrontation or war o He was
accused of having doveish tendencies.
Compare hawkish

Downing Street /'daunig stri:t/
noun the street in London where the
Prime Minister and Chancellor of the
Exchequer have their official houses.
Also called No. 10 Downing Street
(NOTE: The words ‘Downing Street’
are often used to mean ‘the Prime
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Minister’ or even ‘the British govern-
ment’: a Downing Street spokesman
revealed that the plan had still to be
approved by the Treasury; Downing
Street sources indicate that the
Prime Minister has given the go-
ahead for the change; Downing
Street is angry at suggestions that
the treaty will not be ratified.)

doyen of the diplomatic corps
/,dotan av 01 ,dipla'metik ko:/ noun
the foreign ambassador who has been
in that country for the longest time

DPP abbreviation Director of Public
Prosecutions

draconian /dro'kounion/ adjective
extremely severe o The government
took draconian measures against the
student protesters.

draft /dra:ft/ noun a first rough plan
or document which has not been fin-
ished o a draft of a contract or a draft
contract o He drew up a draft agree-
ment o The draft minutes were sent to
the chairman for approval. o The draft
Bill is with the House of Commons
lawyers. o The draft of the press re-
lease was passed by the Minister. m
verb to make a first rough plan of a
document o fo draft a contract or a
document or a bill o The contract is
still being drafted

draft bill / dra:ft 'bil/ noun a Bill
that is examined by a departmental Se-
lect Committee before it is introduced
in Parliament, allowing MPs who have
special knowledge of the subject to
make comments at an early stage

drafter /'dra:fto/ noun a person who
makes a first rough plan of a document

drafting /'dra:ftig/ noun the act of
preparing the first rough plan of a doc-
ument o the drafting stage of a parlia-
mentary Bill o The drafting of the con-
tract took six weeks.

draftsman /'dra:ftsmon/,
draughtsman /'dra:ftsman/,
draftswoman, draughtswoman

noun same as drafter

draw up /,dro: 'Ap/ verb to write a
legal document o to draw up a con-

tract or an agreement o to draw up a
company'’s articles of association
DRC abbreviation Disability Rights
Commission

dream ticket / drizm 'tikit/ noun a
pair or team of candidates standing for
associated political offices who seem
to share between them all the qualities
that will make them successful in an
election

DSS abbreviation US Department of
Social Services

DTl abbreviation Department of
Trade and Industry

dual nationality /'dju:l nzfo
'nzeliti/ noun the right to be a citizen
of two countries

ducal /'dju:kol/ adjective referring
to a person who holds the title of duke
or duchess

duchess /'datf1s/ noun the wife of
a man who holds the title of duke

duchy /'dat[i/ noun the area once
ruled by a person with the title of
duke. » Chancellor of the Duchy of
Lancaster

duke /dju:k/ noun a person with the
highest noble title

Duma /'duimo/ noun the Russian
parliament

dummy /'dami/ noun a paper with
the titles of a Bill, presented in the
House of Commons for the First
Reading when the short title is read
out by the clerk

dutiable /'dju:tjob(s)l/ adjective
carrying a tax o dutiable goods, duti-
able items goods on which a customs
or excise duty has to be paid

duty /'dju:ti/ noun 1. the responsi-
bility for something that someone has
o It is the duty of every citizen to serve
on a jury if called. o The government
has a duty to protect its citizens from
criminals. 2. the official work which
someone has to do in their job 3. the
tax which is paid on goods o fo take
the duty off alcohol o to put a duty on
cigarettes o goods which are liable to
duty goods on which customs or ex-
cise tax has to be paid
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dystopia

duty bound /'dju:ti baund/ adjec-
tive having to do something because it
is your duty o Witnesses under oath
are duty bound to tell the truth.

duty of care /,dju:ti ov 'kea/ noun
the responsibility to be careful at work
not to harm other people

duumvir /'duzomvios/ noun either of
two people who share a position of au-
thority equally between them

DWP abbreviation Department for
Work and Pensions

dyarchy noun another spelling of di-
archy

dynast /'damost/ noun a ruler who
is member of a powerful ruling family,
especially a hereditary monarch
dynastic /di'nestik/ adjective re-
ferring to a family of rulers o the rules
of dynastic succession

dynasty /'dinosti/ noun 1. a family
of rulers, following one after the other
o The Ming dynasty ruled China from
1368 to 1644. 2. a period of rule by
members of the same family
dystopia /dis'toupio/ noun an im-
aginary place where everything is as
bad as it possibly can be. Compare
utopia



E

earl /3:1/ noun a lord of middle rank,
below a marquess and above a vis-
count (NOTE: The wife of an earl is a
countess.)

earldom /'s:ldom/ noun the title of
earl

early day motion /a1 der
'mouf(9)n/ noun a motion proposed
in the House of Commons for discus-
sion ’at an early date’. Usually used to
introduce the particular point of view
of the MP proposing the motion, and
seldom actually followed by a full de-
bate.

earning power /'3y ,pavs/ noun
the amount of money someone should
be able to earn

East Asia /st 'er3o/ the area of
China, Hong Kong, Japan, North Ko-
rea, South Korea, Macau, Mongolia,
parts of Russia, and Taiwan. Also
called Far East

EC abbreviation European Commu-
nity. Now called European Union

ECHR abbreviation European Court
of Human Rights

ECJ abbreviation European Court of
Justice

economic /,itko'nomik/ adjective
1. referring to a country’s economy o
The government’s economic policy
was shown to be working. 2. not need-
ing much money to be spent o It would
not be economic to open the advice of-
fice on Sundays.

economic migrant /irkonomik
'margrant/ noun a worker who travels
to an area or country where work or an
easier life is available

economic planning /i:konomik
'pleenig/ noun the activity of planning

the future financial state of a country
for the government

economic sanctions /,izkonomik
'seepk[(a)ns/ plural noun restrictions
place by one country on trade with an-
other country in order to influence its
political situation or in order to make
its government change its policy o fo
impose sanctions on a country or to
lift sanctions o The imposition of
sanctions has had a marked effect on
the country’s economy.

economic trend /i:konomik
'trend/ noun the way in which a coun-
try’s economy is growing or shrinking
economic union /itkonomik
'juinjoan/ noun the economies of two
or more countries merged to function
as a unit that shares a common finan-
cial policy and currency
economism /1'’konomiz(a)m/ noun
1. the belief that economics is the
most important element to consider in
a society 2. the belief that improve-
ment of the living standards of its
members is the chief goal of a political
or trade union organisation
economy /1'’konami/ noun 1. the fi-
nancial state of a country or the way in
which a country makes and uses its
money 2. the careful use of waste
money or materials

ecoterrorism /'i:kou,terariz(a)m/
noun disruption of the activities of
people or companies who are regarded
as polluting or destroying the natural
environment

ECU abbreviation European Curren-
cy Unit

e-democracy /'i: di,mokrasi/ noun
the use of electronic systems for peo-
ple to use in order to vote or for the
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government to consult people’s opin-
ion

edict /'i:dikt/ noun an official order
or announcement

Eduskunta noun the legislature in
Finland

EEA abbreviation European Eco-
nomic Area

EEC abbreviation European Eco-
nomic Community. Now called Euro-
pean Community (EC)

Eerste Kamer noun the upper
house of the legislature in the Nether-
lands. , States-General

EFTA abbreviation Buropean Free
Trade Area

egalitarian /1,gzli'teorion/ adjec-
tive referring to egalitarianism o She
holds egalitarian views. m noun a per-
son who supports egalitarianism
egalitarianism /1,geelr
'tearioniz(e)m/ noun the political
theory that all members of society
have equal rights and should have
equal treatment

EGM abbreviation Extraordinary
General Meeting

e-government /'i: ,gav(e)nmont/
noun government services made
available to the public by electronic
means such as the Internet

Eire noun now called Republic of
Ireland

Eireann , Seanad Eireann
Eisenhower /'cizonhauo/, Dwight
D. (1890-1969) supreme commander
of Allied forces in Europe during
World War II and 34th president of the
United States

elect /1'lekt/ verb 1. to choose some-
one by a vote o a vote to elect the of-
ficers of an association o She was
elected chair of the committee. o He
was first elected for this constituency
in 1979. 2. to choose to do something
o He elected to stand trial by jury.
-elect /ilekt/ suffix the person who
has been elected but has not yet started
the term of office o She is the presi-
dent-elect. (NOTE: The plural is pres-
idents-elect.)

election /1'lekJon/ noun1. the act of
electing a representative or represent-
atives. » general election, local
election 2. the act of choosing o his
recent election as president of the so-
ciety o The accused made his election
for jury trial.

election agent /1 lekfon 'erdzont/
noun a person appointed by a party to
organise its campaign in a constituen-
cy during an election o The ruling par-
ty lost votes in the general election or
in the elections for local councils. o
The election results are shown on tel-
evision.

election campaign /1 lekfon kem
'pemn/ noun the period immediately
before an election, when candidates
try to gain support

Election Day /1'lek[(o)n det/ noun
in the United States, a day designated
by law for the election of people to
public office (NOTE: In the United
States, Election Day for national
elections is designated by law as the
Tuesday after the first Monday in No-
vember in even-numbered years.)
electioneer /1,lek[s'n1o/ verb (of-
ten as criticism) to get votes in an
election, e.g. by visiting people and
giving interviews to the media o Cut-
ting taxes just before the election is
pure electioneering.

election expenses /1lekfon 1k
'spensiz/ plural noun the money
spent by a candidate or political party
during an election campaign, which
has to be publicly declared

elective /t'lektiv/ adjective 1. relat-
ing to voting 2. chosen by a vote, or
held by someone who is chosen by a
vote o elective office

elector /1'lekts/ noun a person who
is qualified to vote in an election
(NOTE: There is an important distinc-
tion to be made between electors,
who are qualified to vote but may not
choose to do so, and voters, who do
actually vote)

electoral /1'lekt(o)rol/ adjective re-
lating to elections o the electoral proc-
ess
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electoral college /i lekt(o)ral
'kolidz/ noun a small group of people
elected by the whole population to
vote on their behalf in an election with
two stages
COMMENT: The President of the USA is
elected by an electoral college made
up of people elected by voters in each
of the states of the USA. Each state
elects the same number of electors to
the electoral college as it has Con-
gressmen, plus two. This guarantees
that the college is broadly representa-
tive of voters across the country. The
presidential candidate with an overall
majority in the college is elected pres-
ident.
Electoral Commission /i
'lekt(a)ral ko,mif(a)n/ noun an inde-
pendent body that reviews donations
to political parties and the amount of
money spent on election campaigns
and examines electoral law and prac-
tice. It also tries to make people more
aware of the process of electing peo-
ple. (NOTE: It was established by the
Political Parties, Elections and Ref-
erendums Act 2000.)

electoral platform /1 lekt(o)ral
'‘pleetform/ noun the set of proposals
for future policy set out by a candidate
or party before an election which the
candidate claims he or she will carry
out if elected o The party is campaign-
ing on a platform of lower taxes and
less government interference in mu-
nicipal affairs.

electoral quota /1 lekt(o)ral
'kwouta/ noun in Australia, the
number of representatives of a state or
territory that can be elected to the
House of Representatives, in propor-
tion to the population of the state or
territory, i.e. approximately 1:70,000
inhabitants

electoral reform /1 lekt(o)ral r1
'form/ noun the process of changing
the system of voting

electoral register /1lekt(o)rol
'red31sta/, electoral roll /1,lekt(o)ral
'roul/ noun a list of the names of all
the people who are eligible to vote
who have registered to do so. Also
called electoral roll

electoral ward /1 lekt(o)ral 'wo:d/
noun an area, city or country repre-
sented by a councillor on a local coun-
cil o Councillor Smith represents Cen-
tral Ward on the council. (NOTE: The
US term is precinct.)

electorate /i'lekt(o)rot/ noun all
the people in an area or country quali-
fied to vote o The electorate is tired of
party political broadcasts. o The Brit-
ish electorate want a change of gov-
ernment.

electronic voting /elek'tronik
'voutig/ noun the use of electronic
means to vote. Also called e-voting
(NOTE: In the UK, trials of different
methods such as text message, In-
ternet, electronic kiosk and, for the
first time ever, digital TV were carried
out in 2004.)

eligible /'elid31b(o)l/ adjective able
to do or have something according to
arule o Once you are over 18, you are
eligible to vote. o The family is eligible
for financial help.

elite /r'lizt/ noun 1. a small group of
people in a group or society who have
high status, power and special advan-
tages o a political elite o a social elite
2. the best people at a particular activ-
ity m adjective 1. having high status,
power and special advantages 2. very
good, usually the best of its kind o an
elite army unit

elitism /r'lirtiz(o)m/ noun the belief
that only people with the best educa-
tion or other social advantages should
be allowed to do something o accused
the legal profession of elitism

elitist /1'liztrst/ noun someone who
supports elitism m adjective support-
ing elitism o elitist opinions
emancipation /1, mans1'perf(a)n/
noun the process of making a group
free from former legal and political re-
strictions

embargo /im'ba:gou/ noun a gov-
ernment order which stops something,
e.g. a type of trade o to lay or put an
embargo on trade with a country to
say that trade with a country must not
take place o to put an embargo on a
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press release to say that information
given to the media must not be made
public before a specific date o to lift
an embargo to allow trade to start
again m verb to stop something, or not
to allow something to take place o The
government has embargoed trade with
the Eastern countries. o the press re-
lease was embargoed until 1st Janu-
ary the information in the release
could not be published until 1st Janu-
ary
embassy /'embosi/ noun 1. a build-
ing where an ambassador and other
diplomats work in a foreign country o
the American embassy o Each embas-
sy is guarded by special police. 2. an
ambassador and his staff, sent by a
government to represent it in another
country o Queen Elizabeth I sent an
embassy to the Tsar Ivan the Terrible.
COMMENT: An embassy is the territory
of the country which it represents. The
police and armed forces of the country
where the embassy is situated are not
allowed to enter the embassy without
official permission. People seeking
asylum in a specific country can take
refuge in its embassy, but it is not
easy for them to leave, as to do so
they have to step back into the country
against which they are seeking pro-
tection.
emblem /'emblom/ noun an object
used as the symbol of a country, state
or town o The leek and the red dragon
are emblems of Wales.

emergency /1'ms:d3zonsi/ noun a
dangerous situation where decisions
have to be taken quickly

emergency debate /1,m3:d3onsi
di'bert/ noun a special debate on a
subject of great national importance,
which takes place within 24 hours of
being requested (NOTE: Only one or
two emergency debates are accept-
ed each year.)

emergency planning depart-
ment /1ma3:dzonsi 'pleniy dr
,paitmant/ noun a department in a lo-
cal council which plans for action to
be taken in case of major accidents

emergency planning officer /1
,m3:dzonsi 'plaeniy ,ofisa/ noun a

council official who prepares the ac-
tions needed to deal with dangerous
situations such as major accidents
emergency powers /1m3:d3onsi
'pavoz/ plural noun the special pow-
ers granted to a government or to a
minister to deal with a dangerous situ-
ation

emergency services h
'm3:d3onsi ,s3:visiz/ plural noun the
police, fire and ambulance services,
which are ready for action if a danger-
ous situation happens

emergent /1'ma:dzont/ adjective
still in the process of developing o
emergent countries

emigrant /'emigront/ noun a person
who leaves one country to live perma-
nently in another

emigrate /'emigreit/ verb to go to
another country to live permanently
emigration /emri'greif(o)n/ noun
the act of leaving a country to go to
live permanently in another country

emissary /‘emisori/ noun a person
who carries a special message from
one government to another

emoluments /r'moljumonts/ plu-
ral noun the pay earned by someone
for the work they have done (NOTE:
The US term is emolument.)
emperor /'emp(a)ra/ noun a man
who rules a country or a group of
countries o the Emperor of Japan or
the Japanese Emperor » empress
empire /'empara/ noun a large
group of countries ruled by one coun-
try o The British Empire came to an
end after the Second World War, and
was replaced by the Commonwealth.
employ /im'plot/ verb to give some-
one regular paid work o The council
employs people with disabilities in its
offices. o She runs a department em-
ploying two hundred people.
employed /im'ploid/ adjective in
regular paid work m plural noun the
people who are working o the employ-
ers and the employed

employee /im'ploiii/ noun a person
paid to work for someone or for a
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company o Employees of the firm are
eligible to join a profit-sharing
scheme. o Relations between manage-
ment and employees have improved. o
The council has decided to stop taking
on new employees.

employer /im'ploio/ noun a person
or company which has paid workers
employer’s contribution /mm
ploraz kontri'bjurf(e)n/ noun the
money paid by an employer towards
an employee’s pension
employment /im'plormont/ noun
the state of being employed or paid to
work for someone or for a company
employment programme /mm
'plormant 'praugraem/ noun a gov-
ernment plan to create more jobs
employment statistics /mm
'plormont sto'tistiks/ plural noun
government figures on the numbers of
people who are working

empress /'empris/ noun 1. a wom-
an who rules an empire o Queen Victo-
ria was the Empress of India. 2. the
wife of an emperor

enabling legislation /in erblip
Jledz1'slerf(a)n/ noun an Act of Par-
liament which gives a minister the
power to put other legislation into ef-
fect

enact /in'zkt/ verb to make a pro-
posal for legislation into a law
enacting clause /in'zktiy klo:z/,
enacting words noun the first sec-
tion of a bill, starting with the words
‘be it enacted that” which gives the bill
its official legal status when parlia-
ment has voted to accept it
enactment /i'nektmont/ noun 1.
the act of making a proposal for legis-
lation into a law 2. an Act of Parlia-
ment

enclave /'egklerv/ noun a region
which belongs to one country or is in-
dependent but is completely surround-
ed by another country

endorse /m'do:s/ verb 1. to agree
with or support something o The
council endorsed the action taken by
the Chief Executive. o Many MPs en-
dorsed the efforts made the soldiers to

gain compensation. 2. to formally ap-
prove or permit something o These
practices have not been endorsed by
any official. 3. to make a note on a
driving licence that the holder has
been convicted of a traffic offence 4.
to sign a receipt or cheque

endorsement /in'do:smont/ noun
1. an act of approving or permitting
something 2. a signature on a docu-
ment which approves or permits
something 3. a note on a driving li-
cence to show that the holder has been
convicted of a traffic offence

enemy /'‘enomi/ noun a person or
country which is hostile to another o
His political enemies took the oppor-
tunity to oust him from the post.

enforce /in'fors/ verb to make sure
something is done or is obeyed o to
enforce the terms of a contract

enforceable /in'fo:sob(o)l/ adjec-
tive something which can be enforced
o In practice the bylaw was not easily
enforceable.

enfranchise /in'frentfarz/ verb to
give someone the right to vote. » fran-
chise

enfranchisement /n
'freent farzmont/ noun the action of
giving someone the right to vote
engageé /on'gxzel/ adjective (of art-
ists, writers, efc.) showing political
involvement

engross /i'graus/ verb to draw up
a legal document in its final form
engrossed Bill /in'groust bil/
noun US a Bill which has been passed
by either the House of Representatives
or Senate which is written out in its fi-
nal form with all amendments to be
sent to the other chamber for discus-
sion

engrossment /in'grousmont/
noun 1. the drawing up of a legal doc-
ument in its final form 2. a legal doc-
ument in its final form

enquire /ip'kwara/ same as inquire
enquiry /ip'kwariri/ same as inquiry
enrolled bill /in'rould bil/ noun US
the final copy of a bill which has been
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passed by both House and Senate, and
is written out with all its amendments
for signature by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, the Presi-
dent of the Senate and the President of
the USA

entente /on'tpnt/ noun an agree-
ment between two or more countries,
used especially of the ‘Entente Cor-
diale’ between Britain and France in
1904

enterprise /'entopraiz/ noun 1. a
system where businesses are devel-
oped privately rather than by the state
2. a business o She runs a mail order
enterprise.

Enterprise, Transport and Life-
long Learning Department
noun a department of the Scottish Ex-
ecutive, responsible for industrial de-
velopment, transport and communica-
tions, and further education. Abbr
ETLLD

enterprise zone /'entapraiz zoun/
noun an area of a country, where the
government offers special payments
to companies to encourage them to set
up businesses

entitlement /in'tait(o)lmont/ noun
something to which someone has a
right

entitlement card /in'tart(o)lmont
ka:d/ noun a national identity card
proposed by the UK government that
could include personal information
such as health and tax records as well
as enable the bearer to claim state ben-
efits

entitlement program /in
'tart(o)lmoant ,prougraem/ noun in
the United States, a government pro-
gramme that targets a particular sec-
tion of the population to receive spe-
cific social benefits

entrenched /n'trent [t/ adjective
fixed and difficult to change o the gov-
ernment’s entrenched position on em-
ployees’ rights

entrenched clause /mn'trent|t
klo:z/ noun a section in a constitution
which cannot be amended except by
an unusual and difficult process

entryism /'entrijiz@)m/ noun a
way of taking control of a political
party or elected body, where extrem-
ists join or are elected in the usual
way, and are able to take over because
of their numbers or because they are
more active than other members
entryist /'entriist/ adjective refer-
ring to entryism o The party leader
condemned entryist techniques.
environment /in'varronmont/
noun 1. the surroundings in which
somebody or something exists and
which affect the development of that
person or thing o the working environ-
ment 2. the environment the earth,
its natural features and resources
environmental /in,vairan
'ment(o)l/ adjective referring to the
environment o the Opposition spokes-
man on environmental issues
environmental health /m
varronment(d)l 'hel6/ noun the
health of the public and how their sur-
roundings and living conditions affect
it

Environmental Health Officer
/in,vaironment(a)l  'hel® pfiso/
noun an official of a local authority
who examines the environment and
tests for air pollution or bad sanitation
or noise levels. Also called Public
Health Inspector
environmentalism /,mnvarran
'mentoaliz(o)m/ noun the belief that
political policy should have the pro-
tection of the natural world and its re-
sources as its first consideration
environmentalist /in,vairan
'ment(a)list/ noun a supporter of en-
vironmentalism m adjective referring
to environmentalism

envoy /'envol/ noun 1. a person who
is sent with a message from one gov-
ernment or organisation to another o
the President’s special envoy to the
Middle East 2. a senior diplomat with
a rank below that of ambassador
EOC abbreviation Equal Opportuni-
ties Commission

equalisation /i:kwolar'zerfon/,
equalization noun the process of
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making something the same in size,
amount or importance for all the
members of a group

equalitarian, equalitarianism
egalitarian

equality /t'kwoliti/ noun the condi-
tion where all citizens are equal, have
equal rights and are treated equally by
the state

equality of opportunity /i
Jkwnoliti ov ,ppa'tjuiniti/ noun a sit-
uation where each citizen has the
same chance to get a job, be elected or
have other opportunities

equal opportunities /,i:kwal opa
'tjurnitiz/ noun a policy of avoiding
discrimination against groups in soci-
ety like women, disabled people and
ethnic and religious groups (NOTE:
The US term is affirmative action
program.)

Equal Opportunities Commis-
sion /ixkwol obpo'tjuinitiz ko
.mif(a)n/ noun the official organisa-
tion set up in 1975 to make sure that
men and women have equal chances
of employment and to remove dis-
crimination between the sexes (NOTE:
From 2006 the Equal Opportunities
Commission is to be merged with
other similar bodies into the Com-
mission for Equality and Human
Rights)

equivalence /i'’kwivalons/ noun
the same value as something else

equivalent /i'kwivslont/ adjective
being of the same value as something
else

Erskine May / 3:skin 'mer/ noun
the book which gives detailed infor-
mation on how Parliament conducts
its business

COMMENT: Erskine May’s ‘Treatise on
the Law, Privileges, Proceedings and
Usage of Parliament’ was originally
published in 1844. The author, Sir
Thomas Erskine May, was Clerk of
the House of Commons. The book is
updated frequently, and is the author-
ity on questions of parliamentary pro-
cedure.

escalation /,eska'lerf(a)n/ noun an
increase in something

espionage /‘espiona:3/ noun the
use of spies to get important secret in-
formation about another country or
company. , counter-espionage

established post /r'steblift
paust/ noun a permanent post in the
civil service or similar organisation

establishment  /r'stablifmont/
noun 1. an organisation or institution
2. o the Establishment powerful and
important people who run the country
and its government o the judiciary and
the old universities form the basis of
the Establishment » great 3. the per-
manent staff of a government depart-
ment or military force

establishment officer n
,steblifmont 'nftso/ noun a civil
servant in charge of personnel in a
government department

estate /1'stert/ noun any of three di-
visions of parliament or constitutional
government, either the Lords Tempo-
ral, Lords Spiritual, and the Com-
mons, or the Crown, the House of
Lords, and the House of Commons.
The Scottish parliament before the
Union was composed of the three es-
tates of the high-ranking clergy, the
barons, and the representatives of the
royal burghs.

estate duty /i'stert ,dju:ti/ noun
the tax paid on the property left by a
dead person. Also called death duty

estimate noun/'estimot/ an attempt
to say what future costs or income will
be o estimates of expenditure calcu-
lation of future expenditure prepared
for each government department by
the minister m verb /'estimert/ to at-
tempt to say what future costs or in-
come will be ¢ estimates 1. detailed
statements of future expenditure for
each government department (divided
into Civil Estimates and Defence Esti-
mates) presented to the House of
Commons for approval 2. detailed
statements of future expenditure for
each department of a local authority

ethical /'e01k(o)l/ adjective morally
correct
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European Economic Area

ethnic /'eOnik/ adjective referring to
some nation or race

ethnic cleansing /,ebnik 'klenziyp/
noun violent action to remove people
of a different culture from an area
ethnic group /'eOnik gru:p/ nouna
group of people who have the same
culture and traditions, especially when
they are living in a country with a dif-
ferent culture

ethnicity /e6'nisiti/ noun the fact of
belonging to a specific ethnic group o
The form asks you to state your ethnic-
ity.

ethnic minority
'noriti/ » ethnic group
ETLLD abbreviation Scotland En-
terprise, Transport and Lifelong
Learning Department

EU abbreviation European Union

euro /'juarau/ noun the currency of
the European Union
Euro- /juorau/ prefixreferring to Eu-
rope or the European Union
Eurocentric /,juarou'sentrik/ ad-
jective focusing on Europe, some-
times in a way that is dismissive of
other parts of the world
Euro-constituency / juorov kon
'st1t juonsi/ noun an electoral district
which elects an MEP to the European
Parliament. Also called Euro-seat
Eurocrat /' juoroukrat/ noun a civil
servant working in any of the Europe-
an Union institutions (informal)
Euro-MP /,juarou ,em 'pit/ noun a
Member of the European Parliament
European /,juora'piton/ adjective
referring to Europe
European Commission
/,juarapizon ka'mif(e)n/ noun the
main executive body of the European
Union made up of commissioners
nominated by the Member States.
Also called Commission of the Eu-
ropean Community
COMMENT: The European Commission
is the executive body of the European
Union. The commissioners are nomi-
nated by the Member States for a five-

year term and their appointments are
ratified by the European Parliament.

/,ebnik  mar

Each commissioner has responsibility
for a Directorate-General or depart-
ment with specific policy interests like
transport or agriculture.
European Community
/,juarapiran ka'mju:niti/, European
Economic Community /,juarapizon
Jtkonomik ko'mjuiniti/ noun now
called European Union

European Constitution / juors
'pizon konstr'tju:f(s)n/ noun a con-
stitution that brings together the many
treaties and agreements on which the
European Union is based. It defines
the powers of the EU, stating where it
can and cannot act and in what cases
the Member States have a right of ve-
to, and also defines the role of the EU
institutions. (NOTE: It was ratified in
Brussels on 18 June 2004.)

European Council / juarapi:on
'kauns(a)l/ noun a group formed of
the heads of state or of government of
the member states of the European
Union, which meets at least twice a
year under the chairmanship of the
member state which holds the presi-
dency, to discuss EU matters. The
presidency of the council passes from
country to country every six months.

European Court of Human
Rights /juoropizon koit ov
Jhjurmon ‘'rarts/ noun the court
which sits in Strasbourg considering
the rights of citizens of states which
have signed the European Convention
of Human Rights

European Court of Justice
/,juarapizan kot av 'd3zastis/ noun
the court which sits in Luxembourg
and is responsible for judging cases
under the law of the European Union
and hearing appeals under European
law from Member States of the EU

European Economic Area
/,juarapizan |itkonomik 'ear1a/ noun
the area covered by the treaty signed
between the European Union and
some other European countries out-
side the EU which allows free trade
with these countries. Abbr EEA

European External Action
Service /,juora'pizon 1k'stain(o)l
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‘eek[(a)n 's31vis/ noun a provision of
the European Constitution for a Euro-
pean diplomatic service

European Free Trade Associa-
tion / juora'piron fri: trerd o,souUsi
‘e1f(9)n/ noun a union of Western Eu-
ropean countries established to elimi-
nate trade tariffs among member
states The original members in 1960
were Austria, Denmark, the United
Kingdom, Norway, Portugal, Sweden
and Switzerland. Current members are
Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and
Switzerland. Abbr EFTA
Europeanism / juora'pironiz(a)m/
noun support for the European Union
and its further development
European Parliament
/.juerapiroan 'pailomant/ noun the
parliament made up of people (MEPs
or Euro-MPs) elected by the voters of
each member state of the European
Union

European Social Charter
/,juarapian ;sauf(9)l 'tfa:ta/ noun a
charter for workers drawn up by the
European Union in 1989, setting out
the rights for workers to fair treatment
and pay

European Union / juoropiion
'jurnion/ noun the 25 European coun-
tries which have joined together to
work for peace in Europe, economic
growth and improvements in the liv-
ing and working conditions of their
citizens. Abbr EU

Europol /'juaraupol/ abbreviation
European Police

Eurosceptic /'juarou'skeptik/ ad-
jective opposed to further growth of
the powers of the European Union
over its Member States

Euro-seat /'juarou siit/ noun same
as Euro-constituency

evacuate /1'vaekjuert/ verb to make
the people who live in a place move
away from it because of the threat of
disaster or invasion

evidence /'evid(o)ns/ noun 1. a
written or spoken statement of facts
which helps to prove something at a
trial o The National Association of

Teachers of English gave evidence to
the committee. 2. a spoken statement
made to a committee of the House of
Commons or House of Lords, which is
then printed in the official record o
The Home Secretary gave evidence
before the Select Committee. 3. a spo-
ken or written statement made to a
government or other inquiry o In evi-
dence presented to the tribunal, the
employees showed that their wages
had not risen in line with the cost of
living. m verb to show something o the
lack of good faith, as evidenced by the
minister’s refusal to make a statement
to the Commons

e-voting /'i: ,voutiy/ noun same as
electronic voting

excellency /'eksolonsi/ noun o His
Excellency, Her Excellency the way
of referring to an ambassador

exceptional needs payment /ik
,sepJan(a)l ni:dz 'permant/ noun a
payment made by the social services
to a person who has a particular urgent
need, such as for clothes

excess vote /'ekses vout/ noun a
vote to approve the spending of more
money than was originally approved

exchangeable /iks'tfeind3ob(o)l/
adjective possible to exchange

exchange controls /iks't[eind3
kon,trovlz/ plural noun government
restrictions on changing local money
into foreign money o The government
imposed exchange controls to stop the
rush to buy dollars.

Exchange Equalisation Ac-
count /iks,tfernd3 ,:kwolar'zerfon
9,kaunt/ noun an account with the
Bank of England used by the govern-
ment when buying or selling foreign
money to influence the exchange rate
for the pound

Exchequer /iks'tfeka/ noun the
government department which deals
with taxes and government spending.
Also called Treasury. » Chancellor
of the Exchequer

excise /'eksarz/ noun a government
tax on some goods used, made or sold
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exemption

Excise Department /'cksaiz dr
,paitmant/ noun same as Customs
and Excise

excise duty /'eksaiz ,dju:ti/ noun
a tax on the sale of goods such as alco-
hol and petrol which are produced in
the country or on some goods brought
into the country

exclusion zone /ik'sklu:z(o)n
,zaun/ noun an area, usually of sea,
near a country, which the military
forces of other countries are ordered
not to use

execute /‘eksikjuit/ verb to carry
out a decision, plan or order

executive /ig'zekjutiv/ adjective
1. putting decisions into action o exec-
utive session US a meeting of a con-
gressional committee where only
committee members, witnesses and
other members of Congress may at-
tend, and the public is excluded 2. re-
ferring to the branch of government
which puts laws into effect m noun 1.
a person in an organisation who takes
decisions 2. o the Executive the sec-
tion of a government which puts into
effect the laws passed by Parliament
(NOTE: In the USA, this is the presi-
dent.)
‘...the principles of a free constitution
are lost when the legislative power is
nominated by the executive’
[Edward Gibbon]
executive agency /igzekjutiv
‘erdzonsi/ noun a semi-independent
organisation set up to carry out some
of the responsibilities of government
department

executive agreement  /ig
,zekjuttv o'grizmant/ noun an agree-
ment between a US president and a
foreign head of state that has not been
given approval by the Senate

Executive Branch /ig'zekjutiv
bra:nt[/ noun the part of government
which puts legislation into action
(NOTE: The other two branches are
the judicial and the legislative.)

Executive Council /ig,zekjotiv
'kauns(9)l/ noun 1. in Australia and
New Zealand, a body made up of the

Governor-General or Governor and
government ministers which meets to
brief the Governor-General or Gover-
nor on policies and formally approve
government appointments and legisla-
tion 2. in Canada, the cabinet of a pro-
vincial government

executive document g
zekjutrv dokju'ment/ noun a docu-
ment such as a treaty, sent by the Pres-
ident of the USA to the Senate for rat-
ification

executive order /ig,zekjutiv
'o:do/ noun an order made by the
President of the USA or by a state
governor

executive power /ig,zekjutiv
'paua/ noun the right to put decisions
into action

executive privilege /ig,zekjutiv
'privilid3/ noun the right of the Pres-
ident of the USA not to reveal matters
which are considered secret

executive session /ig,zekjutiv
'sef(a)n/ noun US a meeting of a
committee of Congress which only
committee members, witnesses and
other members of Congress may at-
tend, and the public is not allowed to
attend

exempt /ig'zempt/ adjective not
covered by a law, or not forced to obey
alaw o exempt from tax not required
to pay tax, or not subject to tax o Food
is exempt from sales tax. m verb to free
something from having tax paid on it
or from having to pay tax o Non profit-
making organisations are exempted
from tax. o The government exempted
trusts from tax.

exempt information /ig,zempt
Janfa'meif(s)n/ noun information
which may be kept secret from the
public, because if it were not it might
be unfair to an individual or harmful to
the council o The council resolved that
the press and public be excluded for
item 10 as it involved the likely disclo-
sure of exempt information.

exemption /ig'zempf(a)n/ noun
the act of freeing something from a
contract or from a tax
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exemption clause /ig'zemp[(o)n
klo:z/ noun a section in a contract
freeing a party from specific liabilities
exempt supplies /ig,zempt so
'‘plaiz/ plural noun sales of goods or
services on which tax does not have to
be paid

exercise /'eksosaiz/ noun 1. the use
of a power o A court can give direc-
tions to a local authority as to the ex-
ercise of its powers in relation to chil-
dren in care. 2. a test or trial to get ex-
perience or information o Getting the
residents’ views on the new road will
be a useful exercise. o The leaflets pre-
pared by the department are just a
public relations exercise. m verb to use
or to put into practice

exile /'‘eksail/ noun 1. the punish-
ment of being sent to live in another
country o The ten members of the op-
position party were sent into exile. o
government in exile a government
formed outside a country to oppose
the government inside it 2. a person
who has been sent to live in another
country as a punishment o The new
leadership hopes that after the amnes-
ty several well-known exiles will re-
turn home. m verb to send someone to
live in another country as a punish-
ment o He was exiled for life.

exit poll /'egzit poul/ noun a survey
taken outside a place where people
have voted, asking those who have just
voted how they voted, to get an idea of
the likely result of an election

ex officio /eks o'fifiov/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘because of an office
held’ o The mayor is ex officio a mem-
ber or an ex officio member of the fi-
nance committee.

expansionism ik
'spaenf(a)niz(s)m/ noun a policy of
expanding a country’s economy or ter-
ritory

expansionist  /ik'spenf(o)nist/
adjective (of a country or govern-
ment) wanting to increase the lands it
controls

expatriate noun /eks'patriot/ a
person who lives in a country which is

not his or her own o There is a large
expatriate community or a large com-
munity of expatriates in Geneva. m
verb /eks'paetriert/ to force someone
to leave the country where he or she is
living

expatriation /eks,patri'erf(a)n/
noun the act of forcing someone to
leave the country where he or she is
living. Compare repatriation

expenditure /ik'spenditfs/ noun
the amount of money spent on some-
thing = the major costs of a council or
central government (such as schools,
roads, hospitals, etc.)

expire /1k'sparo/ verb ((of an official
document)) to stop being valid on a
particular date o his passport or visa
has expired his passport or visa is no
longer valid

explanatory note /ik, splenot(o)ri
'nout/ noun a short piece of text that
explains something in more detail or
helps you to understand it better m plu-
ral noun explanatory notes general
information about a Bill, explaining
its legal and political implications,
written by the relevant Government
Department

export verb /1k'spa:t/ to send goods
to foreign countries for sale o We have
exported more goods this month than
ever before. m noun /'ekspo:t/ 1. the
sending of goods out of a country to be
sold o The export of firearms is forbid-
den. 2. something sent out of the
country for sale

export restitution /,ekspo:t restr
'tjurf(9)n/ noun money paid by the
European Union to subsidise Europe-
an food exporters

exports /'‘ekspo:ts/ plural noun
goods sent abroad for sale o Exports
have fallen because the exchange rate
is too high.

expropriate /eks'proupriert/ verb
to take private property for public use
expropriation /1ks,proupri
‘e1f(a)n/ noun US the action of the
state in taking private property for
public use, and paying compensation
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to the former owner (NOTE: The UK
term is compulsory purchase.)

expunge /ik'spand3/ verb to re-
move something from an official
record o The Chairman ordered the re-
marks to be expunged from the record.

extension /ik'stenfon/ noun the act
of increasing something

extension of remarks /ik
,stenfan av ri'ma:ks/ noun US addi-
tional material which a member of
Congress adds to the Congressional
Record after a sitting

external /ik'sta:n(o)l/ adjective in-
volving relations with foreign coun-
tries

exterritorial /eksterr'to:riol/ ad-
jective same as extraterritorial

extra-authority payments
/.ekstra o1,0priti 'permonts/, extra-
borough, extra-district plural noun
payments made to another authority
for services provided by that authority

extradite /'ekstrodart/ verb to bring
an arrested person from one country to
another country because she or he is
wanted for trial for a crime which she
or he committed in that country o She
was arrested in France and extradited
to stand trial in Germany.

extradition /ekstra'dif(e)n/ noun
the action of bringing an arrested per-
son from one country to be tried for a
crime he or she committed in another
country o The USA requested the ex-
tradition of the leader of the drug

gang.

extradition treaty / ekstro'dif(o)n
[triiti/ noun an agreement between
two countries that a person arrested in
one country can be sent to the other to
stand trial for a crime committed there
Extraordinary General Meeting
Nk, stro:d(9)n(o)ri ,dzen(o)ral
'mirtig/ noun a special meeting of
members to discuss an important mat-
ter which cannot wait until the next
Annual General Meeting
extraterritorial /,ekstra,terr
'torriol/ adjective 1. situated or com-
ing from outside a country’s borders
2. relating to exemption from the legal
control of a country of residence
extra-territoriality / ekstra
terrtorri'elrti/ noun (of diplomats)
the fact of being outside the territory
of a country and so not subject to its
laws

extra-territorial waters /ekstro
terrtorrial 'wortoz/ plural noun in-
ternational waters, outside the juris-
diction of a country

extremism /ik'strizmiz(a)m/ noun
ideas and practices that support very
strong action such as the use of vio-
lence to achieve change

extremist /ik'strizmist/ noun (as
criticism) a person who supports very
strong or sometimes violent methods
to achieve change o The party has
been taken over by left-wing extrem-
ists. o The meeting was broken up by
extremists from the right of the party.
m adjective in support of strong meth-
ods o The electorate decisively reject-
ed the extremist parties.



Fabian /'feibion/ adjective relating
to the Fabian Society m noun a mem-
ber or supporter of the Fabian Society
Fabianism /'feibioniz(o)m/ noun
the beliefs of the Fabian Society

Fabian Society /'ferbion so,saroti/
noun a political organisation founded
in Britain in 1884 with the aim of de-
veloping socialism by gradual and
lawful means rather than by revolution

facedown /'fersdaun/ noun a deter-
mined confrontation between two op-
posing people or groups

facie » prima facie

facsimile /fak'simili/, facsimile
copy /feek,stmili 'kopi/ noun an ex-
act copy of a document
fact-finding /'feekt ,faindiy/ adjec-
tive looking for information o a fact-
finding delegation a group of people
who visit somewhere to get informa-
tion about an issue

faction /'fekfon/ noun a group of
people within a larger organisation
such as a political party, who have dif-
ferent views or special aims o Argu-
ments broke out between different fac-
tions at the party conference.
factional /'fak[an(a)l/ adjective re-
ferring to factions o Factional infight-
ing has weakened the party structure.
factionalise /'fek[onslarz/ verb to
split into factions, or cause a group to
split into factions

factionalism ['fek [ons1z(o)m/
noun the existence of or conflict be-
tween groups within a larger group
factor /'faekto/ noun a thing which is
important or which influences some-
thing o The need to encourage tourism
is a major factor in increased council

F

spending on amenities. o The rise in
unemployment is an important factor
in the job market.

Factortame case nounalegal case
in 1991 which showed clearly that
British law, made by Parliament, had
to give way to European Law (NOTE:
The Spanish fishing company, Fac-
tortame, had been stopped from
fishing according to the Merchant
Shipping Act of 1988, but the law
lords struck down this Act because,
according to European law, Factor-
tame had done nothing illegal. This
seemed to some commentators to
show that Parliament had given
away its legal sovereignty to the Eu-
ropean Union.)

Faculty of Advocates / fak(o)lti
ov 'edvaukats/ noun the legal body
to which Scottish barristers belong

fair trade / feo 'trerd/ noun an inter-
national business system where coun-
tries agree not to charge duties on
goods imported from their trading
partners

fall /fo:l/ verb to lose political power
or be defeated (NOTE: falling — fell —
fallen) o to fall outside not to be part
of a list or not to be covered by a rule
o the case falls outside the jurisdiction
of the local planning authority o to
fall within to become part of a list or
to be covered by a rule o the newspa-
per report falls within the category of
defamation o the case falls within the
competence of the local authority m
noun a loss of political power or con-
trol

FAO abbreviation Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (of the UN)



Federal Reserve

fascism /'fx[1z(o)m/ noun extreme
right-wing nationalist ideas, in favour
of the power of the state, the army and
the leader of the nation, violently op-
posed to Communism

fascist /'fxf1st/ adjective referring
to fascism o a fascist dictatorship o
The leader of the party has made
speeches advocating fascist princi-
ples. m noun a supporter of fascism

Fatah, Al nouns Al Fatah

Father of the House /'fa:00 ov o1
havuz/ noun the MP who has been an
MP for the longest time without a
break (NOTE: It is also sometimes
used to refer to the oldest member of
the House of Lords.)

fatwa /'feetwo/ noun an official order
made by a Muslim religious leader
FBI /ef bi: 'a1/ abbreviation Federal
Bureau of Investigation

FCO abbreviation Foreign and Com-
monwealth Office

FCSD abbreviation Scotland Finan-
cial and Central Services Department
FDA abbreviation First Division As-
sociation

feasibility study /fiizo'biliti
stadi/, feasibility report /fiizo
'biliti r1,port/ noun work done to see
if something which has been planned
is a good idea o The council asked the
planning department to comment on
the feasibility of the project. o The de-
partment has produced a feasibility
report on the development project.
feasibility test /fi:zo'biliti test/
noun a test to see if something pro-
posed is possible

fed. abbreviation 1. federal 2. feder-
ated 3. federation

Fed. abbreviation 1. Federal 2. Fed-
erated 3. Federation

federal /'fed(o)ral/ adjective 1. re-
ferring to a system of government in
which a group of states are linked to-
gether in a federation o a federal con-
stitution a constitution such as that in
Germany which provides for a series
of semi-autonomous states joined to-
gether in a national federation 2. refer-

ring especially to the central govern-
ment of the United States o federal
court, federal laws court or laws of
the USA, as opposed to state courts or
state laws

Federal Assembly /'fed(o)ral o
'sembli/ noun the legislature in Rus-
sia

Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion /,fed(o)ral bjuarau ov In,vestr
'ge1f(a)n/ noun a section of the US
Department of Justice, which looks
into crimes against federal law and
subversive acts in the USA. Abbr FBI

Federal Chancellor /'fed(s)rol
't fains(a)la/ noun the head of the ex-
ecutive in Germany

federal district /'fed(a)ral
'drstrikt/ noun an area in which the
seat of the national government of a
federation such as the United States is
located

federal government /'fed(o)rol
'gav(e)nmant/ noun the central gov-
ernment of a federal state

federalise /'fed(o)rolaiz/ verb 1. to
bring various states together in a fed-
eral union 2. to place something under
the control of a federal government

federalism /'fed(o)raliz(a)m/ noun
the system of government which oper-
ates in a country which is a federation
of semi-autonomous provinces or
states, with a central federal govern-
ment linking them together

federalist /'fed(o)rolist/ noun a
supporter of a federal system of gov-
ernment

Federal Reserve /'fedral rizs:v
'baepgk/ noun US the national system
of banks in the United States

COMMENT: The Federal Reserve sys-
tem is the central bank of the USA.
The system is run by the Federal Re-
serve Board, under a chairman and
seven committee members (or ‘gover-
nors’) who are all appointed by the
President. The twelve Federal Re-
serve Banks act as lenders of last re-
sort to local commercial banks. Al-
though the board is appointed by the
president, the whole system is rela-
tively independent of the US govern-
ment.



Federal Reserve Board

Federal Reserve Board /'fedrsl
riza:v 'bo:d/ noun in the USA , the
government organisation which runs
the central banks and sets US interest
rates

federate /'fedorert/ verb to join to-
gether in a federation, or cause various
bodies to join together in a federation

federation / feds'rerf(a)n/ noun 1.
a group of organisations which are
linked together and have a central
body which represents their interests o
the American Federation of Labor 2. a
group of semi-autonomous states
which have a central government
which represents them and looks after
their common interests, in areas such
as foreign policy and the armed forces
COMMENT: Many federations exist,
though they are not often called such:
the USA, Russia, Canada, Australia
and Germany are all federations. Fed-
erations differ in how much independ-
ence the component regions or states
have. A very loose form of federation
is known as a confederation.
Federation Council /feds
'rerf(a)n 'kauns(a)l/ noun the upper
house of the legislature in Russia. o
Duma
federative /'fed(o)rotiv/ adjective
relating to a federation
fellow traveller /'felou 'traev(s)la/
noun someone who sympathises with
the cause of a group, especially the
Communist Party, without becoming
an official member
feminism /'feminiz(a)m/ noun a
movement supporting equality of
women with men
feminist /'feminist/ adjective, noun
referring to feminism o the feminist
movement
feudalise /'fju:dolaiz/ verb to make
a system similar to the feudal system
feudalism /'fju:d(o)liz(o)m/ noun
the medieval system where land was
granted by a king to his nobility, and
by the nobility to the peasants, on con-
dition that each performed a service
for their superior
feudal society /fjuid(o)l so
'saroti/ noun a society where each

class or level has a duty to serve the
class above it

feudal system /'fju:dol ,sistom/
noun» feudalism

Fianna Fail noun the republican
party, one of the two main political
parties in the Republic of Ireland
fide » bona fide

fief /fi:f/ noun same as fiefdom
fiefdom /'fi:fdom/ noun 1. the lands
controlled by a feudal lord 2. some-
thing such as territory or a sphere of
activity that is controlled or dominat-
ed by a specific person or group o The
company has an ethical responsibility
to the existing residents of the area
since this is their community and not
the personal fiefdom of the developer.

Fifth /fif6/ noun same as Fifth
Amendment
Fifth Amendment /fif6 o

'mendmont/ noun an amendment to
the constitution of the USA, which
says that no person can be forced to
give evidence which might incrimi-
nate himself or herself

fifth column /,fif6 'kolom/ noun a
secret group that works to promote its
own ends and undermines the efforts
of others

figure /'fige/ noun 1. a particular
number o By 1982 unemployment had
reached a very high figure 2. a person
o He was one of the more colourful
figures to lead the party.

file /fail/ noun a collection of papers
stored away o The official files are
usually opened after 50 years and the
contents made public. m verb 1. to
store away a collection of papers 2. to
make an official request 3. to present
something officially so it can be re-
corded o to file an application for a
patent o to file a return to the tax office
filibuster /' filibasto/ noun in a de-
bate, a speech which carries on for a
long time so that the debate cannot be
closed and a vote taken o The Demo-
crats organised a filibuster in the Sen-
ate. » talk out

COMMENT: Filibusters are possible in
the US Senate, because the rules of
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first-past-the-post

the Senate allow unlimited debate. A
filibuster may be ended by a closure
motion which requires a three-fifths
majority to pass. The filibuster is also
used in the UK but in practice only for
Private Members Bills, since govern-
ment bills can be pushed through us-
ing the closure or guillotine.
filibustering /'filibastormy/ noun
the organising or carrying out of a fil-
ibuster
finance /'famens/ noun public
money used by a government or local
authority o Where will the authority
find the finance to pay the higher sal-
aries? o He is the secretary of the lo-
cal authority finance committee. m
verb to pay for something o a govern-
ment-financed programme of prison
construction o The new building must
be financed by the local authority.

Finance Act /'fainans «kt/ noun
the annual Act of the British Parlia-
ment which gives the government
power to raise taxes as proposed in the
budget

Finance  Minister /famnns
'ministo/ noun the government min-
ister responsible for finance, both tax-
ation and spending. Also called Min-
ister of Finance

financial /far'nan[sl/ adjective re-
ferring to finance o She has a financial
interest in the company.

Financial and Central Services
Department /farnanf(o)l on
,sentral 's3:visiz di,paitmant/ noun
a department of the Scottish Execu-
tive, responsible for collecting taxes
and managing public revenue. Abbr
FCSD

financial assistance /far,nenjfsl
a'sistons/ noun help in the form of
money

financial commitments /far
.nenfal ka'mrtmoants/ plural noun
money which is owed

financial institution /far,nenjfsl
Jnstr'tju:f(s)n/ noun a bank or in-
vestment company or insurance com-
pany whose work involves lending or
investing money

Financial Secretary to the
Treasury /far,nanfol sekrot(o)ri
to 09 'trezori/ noun the minister of
state in the Treasury, responsible to
the Chancellor of the Exchequer
findings /'faindigz/ noun the deci-
sions reached by an official group o
the findings of a commission of in-
quiry the conclusions of the commis-
sion

Fine Gael noun one of the two main
political parties in the Republic of Ire-
land, considered more moderate than
Fianna Fail

finlandisation, finlandization
noun a policy of neutrality, similar to
that formerly adopted by Finland be-
cause of its geographical position be-
tween the West and the USSR

fire regulations /'fato
regjulerf(a)nz/ plural noun the local
or national laws which owners of
buildings used by the public have to
obey in order to be given a fire certifi-
cate

First Amendment /faist o
'men(d)mont/ noun the first amend-
ment to the Constitution of the USA,
which protects freedom of speech and

religion
First Division Association
/f3:st  di,viz(e)n 9,sousi'erf(a)n/

noun same as Association of First
Division Civil Servants

first estate / fa:st 1'stert/ noun the
social and political class that consists
of senior members of the clergy

first lady /fs:st 'lerdi/ noun the
wife or woman partner of a high gov-
ernment official, especially of a coun-
try’s leader

First Lord of the Treasury / f3:st
Io:d av &9 'trezori/ noun a former
British government post, now com-
bined with that of Prime Minister
First Minister /fs:st 'ministo/
noun the leader of the National As-
sembly of Northern Ireland, Scotland
or Wales

first-past-the-post /fsist pa:st
39 'paust/ noun an electoral system
such as that used in the UK, where the
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candidate with most votes wins the
election even if he or she does not
have more than half of all votes. Also
called Single Member Plurality
System

First Reading / fa:st 'rirdig/ noun
the formal introduction of a Bill into
the House of Commons, after which it
is printed

First World /,fa:st wa:ld/ noun the
principal industrialised countries of
the world, including the United States,
the United Kingdom, the nations of
western Europe, Japan, Canada, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand

fiscal /'fiskol/ adjective referring to
tax or to government money o the gov-
ernment’s fiscal policies

fiscal measures /fiskal 'me3oz/
plural noun tax changes made by a
government

fiscal year /fiskol 'jio/ noun the
twelve-month period on which taxes
are calculated (NOTE: In the UK it is
April 6th to April 5th; in the USA it is
from July 1st to June 30th.)
Five-Year Plan /farv jio 'plen/
noun a set of proposals for running a
country’s economy over a five-year
period

fixture /'fikst fo/ noun a permanent-
ly arranged meeting o The council
meeting is a fixture on the third
Wednesday of every month.

flag /flg/ - to fly a flag 1. to attach
a flag in an obvious position to show
that your ship belongs to a certain
country o a ship flying the British flag
2. to act in a way that shows that you
are proud of belonging to a certain
country or working for a certain com-
pany o The Trade Minister has gone to
the World Fair to fly the flag.

flag conservative /fleg kon
's3rvativ/ noun a neoconservative
who believes that the United States’
role is to engage in global policing in
order to secure the national interest,
national security, and the security of
US allies

flag of convenience/ flag ov kon
'virnions/ noun the flag of a country

which may have no ships of its own
but allows ships of other countries to
be registered in its ports and fly its flag
flag of truce / fleg ov 'trus/ noun
a white flag used to end a conflict tem-
porarily, to allow negotiations to take
place. Also called white flag
flag-waving /'flag ,wervig/ noun
activities showing obvious and emo-
tional patriotism

floating vote / floutiy 'vout/ noun
the votes of floating voters o The Op-
position is trying to capture the bulk of
the floating vote.

floating voter /floutmy ‘'vouto/
noun 1. a voter who has not decided
how to vote 2. a voter who does not al-
ways vote for the same party, but
changes from election to election
(NOTE: The US term is swing voter.)
floor /flo:/ noun o the floor of the
House the main part of the House of
Commons, House of Lords or Con-
gress where business is conducted o
Debates on the floor of the House are
often lively.

floor leader /'flo: |lixdo/ noun a
member of an American legislative
body chosen by fellow party members
to organise their activities and strategy
on the floor of the legislature

floor manager /'flo: ymeenidzo/
noun a member, usually the chairman,
of the reporting committee in the
House of Commons who is responsi-
ble for trying to get agreement on a
bill

floor spokesman /'flo:
,spauksman/ noun in the US Senate,
the spokesperson for a particular party
o The Senate majority leader is the
floor spokesman for his party in the
Senate.

FO abbreviation Foreign Office
focus group /'foukos gruip/ noun
a small group of representative people
who are questioned about their opin-
ions as part of political or market re-
search

Foggy Bottom /fogi 'botom/
noun US the State Department
(informal) (NOTE: Foggy Bottom is an
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area in Washington DC where the
State Department has its offices.)
FOL abbreviation Federation of La-
bour

Folketing noun the legislature in
Denmark

follower /'folous/ noun a person
who supports a party, without being a
member of that party

follow up / folou 'Ap/ verb to exam-
ine something further o The tax in-
spectors are following up the informa-
tion they received.

Food and Drug Administration
/furd on 'drag od ministreif(s)n/
noun full form of FDA

force /fois/ noun 1. strength or pow-
er o took control by force 2. effect or
influence o to come into force to start
to operate or work o The new regula-
tions will come into force on January
1st. o to put into force to make some-
thing apply o the new regulations
have the force of law they are the
same as if they had been voted into
law by parliament 3. an organised
group of people o a military force o a
police force m verb to make someone
do something o The government has
been forced to reconsider its plans.
force majeure /fo:s ma'33:/ noun
something which happens which is
out of the control of the parties who
have signed a contract and which pre-
vents one of the parties keeping to the
contract, e.g. a war or storm

foreign /'formn/ adjective not be-
longing to one’s own country o For-
eign cars have flooded our market. o
We are increasing our trade with for-
eign countries.

foreign affairs /'forin o'fesaz/ plu-
ral noun matters concerning other
countries

Foreign and Commonwealth
office /'forin on 'kpmonwel6 'pf1s/
noun same as Foreign Office. abbr
FCO

foreign currency / forin 'karansi/
noun the money of another country
foreigner /'forino/ noun a person
from another country

foreign exchange /foron 1ks
'tfeind3/ noun the system of chang-
ing the money of one country for that
of another

foreign exchange dealing
/formn 1ks't feind3 di:lig/ noun the
activity of buying and selling foreign
money

foreign exchange market/ forin
1ks't feind3 ,ma:kit/ noun the place

where foreign money is bought and
sold

foreign exchange reserves
/ forin 1ks't feind3 r1,z3:vz/ noun the
foreign money held by a government
to support its own currency

foreign goods / forin 'gudz/ plural
noun things produced in other coun-
tries

foreign investments /forin
'vestmonts/ plural noun money in-
vested in other countries

foreign minister /'forin 'minista/
noun in many countries, a minister in
a government who is responsible for
relations with other countries

foreign ministry /'forin 'ministri/
noun in many countries, the depart-
ment of government responsible for
relations with other countries

foreign mission /'form 'mif(e)n/
noun a group of diplomats who repre-
sent their country abroad

Foreign Office /'forin ,ofis/ noun
the British government department
dealing with relations with other
countries. Abbr FO. Also called For-
eign and Commonwealth Office
COMMENT: In most countries, the gov-
ernment department dealing with oth-
er countries is called the Foreign Min-
istry, with the Foreign Minister in
charge. In the UK, they are called the
Foreign Office and Foreign Secretary.
In the USA, they are called the State
Department and the Secretary of
State.
foreign policy / form 'polisi/ noun
the policy followed by a country when
dealing with other countries

Foreign Secretary  /forin
'sekrit(a)ri/ noun the British govern-
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ment minister in charge of relations
with other countries

Foreign Service /form 's3:vis/
noun the government department re-
sponsible for a country’s relations
with other countries

foreign trade / formn 'trexd/ noun
trade with other countries

formal /'fo:m(o)l/ adjective accord-
ing to correct and suitable methods o
to make a formal application o to send
a formal order

formality /fo:'mealiti/ noun a thing
which has to be done to obey the law
or because it is the custom o The
chairman dispensed with the formality
of reading the minutes.

formation /f5:'meif(a)n/ noun the
act of organizing o The formation of
the new splinter group has altered the
voting pattern in the assembly.

formulate /'formjulert/ verb to
write down or state clearly o The Gov-
ernment’s proposals are formulated in
a White Paper.

forty-ninth parallel /'fo:ti nain6
'peaeralel/ noun the border between the
United States and Canada, that runs at
49° latitude along most of its length

forum /'forrom/ noun a place or op-
portunity for matters to be discussed o
The debate should be carried out in
the forum of the council chamber; not
on the pages of the local newspaper:

founder /'faunds/ noun a person
who establishes a party, institution or
company

founder member  /faundo
'memba/ noun a member of a party or
organisation who has been a member
from the beginning

fourth estate /,fo:0 1'steit/ noun
journalists, the press, or the media in
general

Fourth World /'f5:6 'wa:ld/ noun
the poorest countries of the world

franchise /'frentfaiz/ noun 1. a
right given to someone to do some-
thing, especially the right to vote in lo-
cal or general elections. » enfran-
chise, universal franchise 2. a right

given by a company to someone to
trade in the company’s name in a par-
ticular area o She has bought a print-
ing franchise or a hot dog franchise. m
verb to sell the right to trade in a com-
pany’s name in a particular area o Her
sandwich bar was so successful that
she decided to franchise it.

frank /fraepk/ noun the right of send-
ing official post free of charge, used
by members of Congress

free circulation of goods / fri:
s3tkju'lerf(a)n av gudz/ noun the
movement of goods from one country
to another without legal restrictions
free collective bargaining / fri:
ko lektrv 'ba:ginig/ noun negotia-
tions over pay and working conditions
between the management and the
workers’ representatives without gov-
ernment interference

free competition /fri: kompo
'tif(e)n/ noun being free to compete
without government interference
free currency / fri: 'karansi/ noun
a currency which is allowed by the
government to be bought and sold
without restriction

freedom /'frirdom/ noun 1. the state
of being free or not being held in pris-
on or as a slave o The president gave
the accused man his freedom. 2. the
state of being free to do something
without restriction 3. o freedom of
the city the highest honour given to a
person by a town or city o In a ceremo-
ny at the Town Hall yesterday, Lord
Smith was given the Freedom of the
City.

Freedom Charter /‘fri:dom
'tfa:td/ noun a document setting out
the basic rights of all South Africans,
composed in 1955 in opposition to the
Nationalist government and constitut-
ing the manifesto of the African Na-
tional Congress

freedom fighter /'fri:xdom farts/
noun a guerrilla fighting against an
oppressive government or to free the
country from foreign control

freedom of assembly //fri:dom
av a'sembli/ noun the right to hold a
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meeting or a peaceful demonstration
without being afraid of prosecution.
Also called freedom of meeting

freedom of association
/ frizdom av asausi'e1f(a)n/ noun the
right to join together with other people
in a group, such as a church or trade
union, without being afraid of prose-
cution

freedom of information
/ frizdom av mnfa'merf(a)n/ noun the
right of government information being
available to ordinary people, or of of-
ficial records about private people be-
ing available to each person concerned

Freedom of Information Act
/'frizdom ov nfa'merf(s)n ,er si:
'ti/ noun the Act of Parliament
(2000) which allows people to gain
access to government documents
(NOTE: The UK Freedom of Informa-
tion Act is a weaker measure than
most people had hoped for, and
gives British citizens less access to
information than similar measures in
the USA and other countries do.)

freedom of meeting /'frizdom av
'miitig/ noun same as freedom of
assembly

freedom of speech /fri:dom ov
'spiztf/ noun the right to say, write or
publish what you want without being
afraid of prosecution

freedom of the press /fri:dom
av 09 'pres/ noun the right to write
and publish in a newspaper what you
wish without being afraid of prosecu-
tion

free elections /fri: 1'lek[(o)nz/
plural noun elections which are hon-
est and not rigged by one of the parties
or by the government o the right to
hold free elections

free enterprise /fri: 'entoprarz/
noun the economic system where
business is free from government in-
terference and the economy is largely
in private hands rather than under state
control

freelance /'frizlains/ noun some-
one, especially a politician, who is not

committed to any group and takes ac-
tion or forms alliances independently

freeman /'frizman/ noun a person
who has received the honour of free-
dom of the city

free market economy /fri
,ma:krt 1'’konami/ noun the econom-
ic system where the government does
not interfere in business activity and
where the economy is largely in pri-
vate hands rather than under state con-
trol

free movement of capital / fri:
;mu:ivmont av 'kepit(e)l/ noun the
ability to transfer capital from one
country to another without any restric-
tions

free port /'fri: po:t/, free trade
zone / fri: 'trerd ,zaun/ noun a port
or area where there are no customs du-
ties

free speech /(fri: 'spiitf/ noun »
freedom of speech

free trade /fri: 'trerd/ noun the
economic system where goods can go
from one country to another without
any restrictions

free trade area /fri: 'trerd ,eorio/
noun a group of countries practising
free trade

free trader /fri: 'trerds/ noun a
person who supports free trade

free vote / fri: 'vout/ noun an occa-
sion in a parliament when members
are allowed to decide how to vote ac-
cording to their consciences and per-
sonal opinions rather than as instruct-
ed by their party leaders

free world / fri: 'wa:ld/ noun the
countries of the world with democrat-
ic governments, as opposed to those
with totalitarian or communist gov-
ernments

French Community /frentf ko
'mjuinati/ noun an association link-
ing France and several former French
colonies

French Revolution /frent[ revo
'luzf(a)n/ noun the violent overthrow
of the French king by the people of
France in 1789
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fringe /frind3/ noun the members of
a group or organisation whose views
are not representative of the group as a
whole o a fringe meeting o Some on
the conservative fringes argue that the
state should not grant any rights at all
to gay couples.

front /frant/ noun a political group,
usually an alliance of several smaller
groups, formed to resist a threat o to
form a common front to join into a
group against a threat. ; Popular
Front

frontbencher / frant'bent o/ noun
a Member of Parliament who sits on
the front rows of seats in the chamber
and who is a government minister or a
member of the Opposition shadow
cabinet. Also called frontbench MP

front benches /frant 'bentfiz/
plural noun two rows of seats in the
House of Commons, facing each other
with a table between them, where
Government ministers or members of
the Opposition Shadow Cabinet sit o
the Government front bench the
seats where the members of the Gov-
ernment sit facing the Opposition.
Also called Treasury bench. ; Op-
position front bench

frontier /fran'tio/ noun the bounda-
ry of a country

frontline /'frantlamn/ adjective re-
lating to countries that have a border
with another country in which fighting
is taking place

frontline state /frantlamn 'stert/
noun a nation situated on the border of
an area where fighting is happening or
is likely to happen

front organisation  /frant
,oiganart'zerf(a)n/ noun an organisa-
tion which pretends to be neutral, but
in fact supports a political party or
other interest group

full title / ful 'tait(a)l/ noun the sum-
mary of an Act of Parliament, printed
at the beginning of the Act. Also
called long title

function /'fagkfon/ noun 1. an offi-
cial ceremony o At a function held in
the council offices, the mayor gave
testimonials to two of the library staff.
o The council offices are closed for an
official function. 2. a job or duty o It is
not the function of the clerk to give an
opinion on the candidates. o The job
description lists the various functions
of a Chief Education Olfficer. m verb to
work o Lack of qualified engineers is
hindering the functioning of the coun-
cil’s maintenance department.

functionary /'fagk[onori/ noun an
official, especially someone who is re-
garded as having unimportant duties

fund /fand/ verb to pay for some-
thing o The scheme is funded by the lo-
cal education committee. o Redevel-
opment of the centre of the town has
been funded partly by government and
partly by local industry. m noun a col-
lection of money for a special purpose
o The mayor has opened a fund to help
poor families.

fundamentalism /fando
'ment(a)l1iz(a)m/ noun 1. the practice
of following extremely traditional re-
ligious beliefs 2. a government based
on extremely traditional religious be-
liefs

fundamentalist /fando
'ment(o)list/ adjective referring to
fundamentalism o a fundamentalist
regime m noun a person who holds
fundamentalist views

fund-raising /'fand reiziy/ noun
the activity of asking people or organ-
isations to give money o The mayor
launched a fund-raising scheme to get
more money for the children’s club.

further education /fs:8or edju
'kerf(a)n/ noun the teaching of stu-
dents after they have left school at 16
o The borough’s College of Further
Education offers a wide range of
courses.

fusionism /'fju:z(a)niz(o)m/ noun
the formation of political coalitions,
support for their formation or belief in
their effectiveness
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G8 noun the group of the eight most
industrialised nations in the world, i.e.
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Ja-
pan, Russia, the United Kingdom, and
the United States. Representatives
from these countries meet regularly
for discussions, especially on global
economic policies. Full form Group
of Eight

Gaeltacht noun the parts of Ireland
or Scotland where Gaelic is spoken by
a large part of the population

gag /gag/ verb to try to stop some-
one talking or writing o The govern-
ment was accused of using the Olfficial
Secrets Act as a means of gagging the
press.

gag rule /'geg ru:l/ noun a rule in
the House of Representatives which
limits the time for debate. Also called
closed rule

gain /gem/ noun 1. an increase 2. an
increase in a share of the vote o The
latest poll shows a socialist gain of
2%. 3. a seat won in an election o The
Conservatives had 20 gains and 10
losses in the local elections. m verb 1.
to get or to obtain something 2. to win
a seat in an election o The Socialists
gained six seats on the council at the
expense of the Tories.

gainful /'gemnf(o)l/ adjective o gain-
ful employment employment which
pays money

gainfully employed /'gemf(o)li
1m'ploid/ adverb paid for the work
carried out

gallery /'galori/ noun the seats
above the House of Commons and
House of Lords, where the public and
journalists sit o the Speaker ordered

the galleries to be cleared the Speak-
er asked for all visitors to leave

Gallup poll /'gzlop poaul/ noun a
survey in which a group of people tak-
en as a representative sample of a larg-
er group are asked their opinions on a
specific subject

gaming licence /'germiy
Jlars(a)ns/ noun a document which al-
lows someone to run a gambling club

gangway /'gegwel/ noun the space
between the benches running down
the middle of the House of Commons
o below the gangway further away
from the Speaker

garda /'ga:do/ noun a police officer
in the Republic of Ireland

Garda /'ga:da/ noun the police force
of the Republic of Ireland

gardai plural of garda

GATT abbreviation General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade

Gaullism /'go:liz(e)m/ noun the na-
tionalist and conservative policies of
General Charles de Gaulle, leader of
France after World War 11, and his fol-
lowers

gavel /'gav(o)l/ noun a small wood-
en hammer used by the chairman of a
meeting to call the meeting to order o
The chairman banged his gavel on the
table and shouted to the councillors to
be quiet.
COMMENT: In the American Senate, a
ceremonial gavel is placed on the
Vice-President’'s desk when the Sen-
ate is in session.
GCHQ abbreviation Government
Communications Headquarters

GDP abbreviation gross domestic
product
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General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade /,dzen(o)ral 9,grizmont
on Oerifs on 'trerd/ noun the inter-
national treaty which aimed to try to
reduce restrictions in trade between
countries. Abbr GATT (NOTE: Re-
placed on 1st January 1995 by the
World Trade Organization (WTO).)

general amnesty /dzen(o)rol
'‘emnoasti/ noun a pardon granted to
all prisoners or unconvicted criminals

General Assembly /,dzen(o)ral o
'sembli/ noun the meeting of all the
members of the United Nations,
where each country is represented and
each has a vote

General Assembly of the Unit-
ed Nations /dzen(o)ral o,sembli
av 0i jur nartid 'neif(s)nz/ noun the
meeting of all the members of the
United Nations to discuss internation-
al problems, where each member state
has one vote

general election /dzen(o)rol 1
'lekfon/ noun choosing a legislature
or executive by all the voters in a
country

COMMENT: In Britain, a Parliament can
only last for a maximum of five years,
and a dissolution is usually called by
the Prime Minister before the end of
that period. The Lord Chancellor then
issues a writ for the election of MPs.
All British subjects (including Com-
monwealth and Irish citizens), are eli-
gible to vote in British elections provid-
ed they are on the electoral register,
are over 18 years of age, are sane,
are not members of the House of
Lords and are not serving prison sen-
tences for serious crime. In the USA,
members of the House of Represent-
atives are elected for a two-year peri-
od. Senators are elected for six-year
terms, one third of the Senate being
elected every two years. The Presi-
dent of the USA is elected by an elec-
toral college made up of people elect-
ed by voters in each of the states of
the USA. Each state elects the same
number of electors to the electoral col-
lege as it has Congressmen, plus two.
This guarantees that the college is
broadly representative of voters
across the country. The presidential
candidate with an overall majority in
the college is elected president. A
presidential term of office is four

years, and a president can stand for
re-election once.
general instrument /'dzen(o)rol
'instrumant/ noun a form of Statuto-
ry Instrument which does not need ap-
proval by both Houses of Parliament

Generalitat noun the parliament in
Catalonia

General Purposes Committee
/'dzen(a)ral 'p3:pasiz ko,miti/ noun
a local council committee which deals
with matters which do not come under
any other committee

general strike / dzen(o)ral 'straik/
noun a strike involving all or most
workers in a country

Geneva Convention /d3i,niivo
kon'venf(a)n/ noun the international
treaty governing the behaviour of
countries relating to behaviour in time
of war

Geneva Protocol /dzi'niive
,proutakol/ noun the international
agreement to limit the use of chemical
and biological weapons

genocide /'dzenousard/ noun the
killing of an entire ethnic group
Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod /,dzent(o)lman 'Afa ov 05 blak
rod/ noun same as Black Rod
geopolitical / d3zi:oupo'litikol/ ad-
jective relating to political relations

between different countries and
groups of countries
geopolitics /,dzirou'polatiks/

noun the political relations between
different countries and groups of
countries

geostrategy /'dziiou,stretadzl/
noun the policy of a country based on
a combination of geographical and po-
litical factors

gerontocracy /,gerant'pkrasi/
noun 1. a system of government in
which older people are chosen as rul-
ers 2. a group of older people who
make up a government
gerrymander /'dzerimands/ verb
to change the boundaries of an elec-
toral area in order to gain an unfair po-
litical advantage in an election
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gerrymandering
/'dzerimendarin/ noun the reorgani-
sation of parliamentary constituencies
or electoral districts to get an advan-
tage in the next election

get out / get 'avt/ verb to produce
something o The Royal Commission
got out the report in time for the meet-
ing. o The party was late in getting out
its election manifesto.

get round /,get 'raund/ verb 1. to
find the time to do something o hadn 't
got round to reading the report 2. to
avoid o We tried to get round the em-
bargo by shipping from Canada. o
Can you advise me how we can get
round the quota system?

GG abbreviation Governor General
ghetto /'getou/ noun the area of a
town where many people of the same
ethnic group or background live, sep-
arately from the rest of the population
ginger group /'dzindze gruip/
noun a group of people within a polit-
ical party or organisation who try to
make the organisation more radical
give away /,giv o'wer/ verb 1. to
give something as a free present 2. to
reveal a secret

give rise to/ giv 'raiz to/ verb to be
the cause of something o The deci-
sions of the planning committee have
given rise to complaints from appli-
cants.

give up /,giv 'ap/ verb to agree that
someone else should have something
that was once yours o gave up their
claim to the land o give up sovereignty
give way /giv 'wer/ verb to allow
someone else to speak (NOTE: used
frequently in the House of Commons
when a Member wants to say some-
thing when someone else is speak-
ing: Will the hon. Gentleman give
way? No, I will not give way or | will
give way shortly.)

Gladstone /'gladstoun/, W. E.
(1809-98) leader of the Liberal Party
after 1867 and four times prime minis-
ter (1868-74, 1880-85, 1886, and
1892-94). He introduced national ed-
ucation in Britain (1870).

glasnost /'glaznost/ noun open-
ness in government or freedom of in-
formation (NOTE: The term was first
used by president Gorbachev to de-
scribe the system he developed in
Russia after the fall of communism.)

global /'gloub(o)l/ adjective refer-
ring to the whole world o global con-
flict a world war

globalism /'glouboliz(o)m/ noun
the belief that political policies should
consider national concerns in the con-
text of international situations and is-
sues

gloss /glps/ verb words in a docu-
ment used to explain it more fully or to
explain specific words

GNP abbreviation gross national
product

go-ahead /'gou ohed/ noun per-
mission to begin to do something

go back on /,gou 'bak pn/ verb not
to do what has been promised o Two
months later they went back on the
agreement.

God Save the Queen /,god se1v
&5 'kwiin/ noun the title of the British
national anthem

go into /,gou 'mtu:/ verb 1. to enter
2. to examine carefully o The bank
wants to go into the details of the
council’s loans to the club. o The
fraud squad is going into the facts be-
hind the property deals.

good cause /,gud 'ko:z/ noun 1. a
group or charity which deserves to be
helped o The money collected by the
Mayor’s Christmas Fund will go to
good causes in the borough. 2. a rea-
son which is accepted in law o The
court asked the accused to show good
cause why she should not be sent to
prison.

good faith /,gud 'fe16/ noun general
honesty

good neighbour /gud ‘'neibo/
noun a country which has good rela-
tions with other countries near it
good neighbourliness /gud
'nerboalinas/ noun good relations be-
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tween a country and those that are
near it

goods /gudz/ plural noun things that
are produced to be sold

good title /,gud 'tart(e)l/ noun the
legal right to own a property

go on /,gou 'pn/ verb 1. to continue
o The staff went on working in spite of
the fire. o The chairman went on
speaking for two hours. 2. to use to
help find something or decide some-
thing o Two bank statements are all
the tax investigators have to go on. o
The Foreign Olffice has only a report in
a Hong Kong newspaper to go on.

goV. abbreviation government

govern /'gav(e)n/ verb 1. to rule a
country o The country is governed by
a group of military leaders. o The
Chief Minister governs in the name of
the Federal Government. 2. to control
something o the rules governing elec-
tions to the National Assembly 3. to
influence something o Their behav-
iour will govern our response.

governance /'gav(e)nans/ noun
the theory or activity of governing o
The Bill is a threat to the governance
of Britain.

government /'gav(e)nmont/ noun
1. the way of ruling or controlling a
country o People want democratic
government. o The leader of the Op-
position is promising to provide effec-
tive government. 2. an organisation
which administers a country or part of
a country o The government has de-
cided to introduce new immigration
laws. o The Labour government intro-
duced nationalisation. o Succeeding
governments have been unable to deal
with the rising crime rate. 3. coming
from the government or referring to
the government o government inter-
vention or intervention by the govern-
ment o a government ban on the im-
port of arms o a government investi-
gation into organised crime o
Government officials prevented him
leaving the country. o Government
policy is outlined in the Green Paper.
o Government regulations state that

import duty has to be paid on expen-
sive items.

governmental /,gav(o)n'ment(o)l/
adjective relating to a government

governmentalise /,gav(d)n
'mentalaiz/ verb to put a sphere of ac-
tivity under the control of a govern-
ment

Government  Chief  Whip
/'gav(e)nmont tfi:f wip/ noun the
main whip of the party in power, who
reports to the Cabinet and whose job it
is to make sure that government bills
are passed by Parliament (NOTE: In the
House of commons the Government
Chief Whip’s official title is Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Treasury
and in the House of Lords it is Cap-
tain of the Honourable Corps of Gen-
tleman-at-Arms.)

government contractor
/,gav(e)nmont Kkon'traekta/ noun a
company which supplies goods or
services to the government on contract
(NOTE: government can take a sin-
gular or plural verb: the government
have decided to repeal the Act; the
government feels it is not time to
make a statement. Note also that the
word Government is used, especial-
ly by officials, without the article:
Government has decided that the
plan will be turned down; the plan is
funded by central government.)

government economic indica-
tors /gav(e)nmont itkonomik
'indikertoz/ plural noun figures
which show how the country’s econo-
my is expected to perform

government of national unity
/'gav(9)nmont v 'naef(a)nal
'juiniti/ noun a government formed
of a coalition of several parties, usual-
ly to deal with a specific emergency
such as a war

governor /'gav(9)na/ noun 1. a per-
son who governs a state or province o
the governor of Uttar Pradesh o Ron-
ald Reagan was Governor of Califor-
nia before becoming President. 2. a
person representing the Crown, e.g.
the official in charge of a colony 3. a
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person in charge of a prison o a prison
governor o The prisoners applied to
the governor for parole. 4. a member
of a group responsible for controlling
a public institution such as a hospital
or school

Governor-General /,gav(a)na
'dzen(a)ral/ noun a person represent-
ing the United Kingdom in a Com-
monwealth country which still has the
British Queen as head of state. » Lieu-
tenant-Governor

govt abbreviation government

graft /gra:ft/ noun bribery of offi-
cials o He was accused of graft when
it was learnt that he had tried to bribe
the Planning Officer.

Grand National Assembly
/,grend naf(o)nal a'sembli/ noun
the legislature in Turkey

grant /gra:nt/ noun 1. the act of giv-
ing something to someone, perma-
nently or temporarily, by a written
document o She made a grant of land
to her son. 2. money given by the gov-
ernment or local authority or other or-
ganisation to help pay for something o
The institute has a government grant
to cover the cost of the development
programme. o The local authority has
allocated grants towards the costs of
the scheme. o Many charities give
grants for educational projects. m verb
to agree to give someone something or
to agree to allow someone to do some-
thing o fo grant someone permission
to build a house or to leave the country
o The local authority granted the com-
pany an interest-free loan to start up
the new factory. o She was granted
leave to appeal. o The government
granted an amnesty to all political
prisoners.

grant-aided /,gra:mnt 'erdid/ ad-
jective supported by funds from the
government o a grant-aided scheme
grantee /gra:n'tiz/ noun a person
who receives money as a grant
grant-in-aid / gra:nt m 'erd/ noun
money given by central government to
local government to help pay for a
project

grantor /gra:n'to:/ noun a person
who makes a grant of money
Grant-Related Expenditure As-
sessment /gramnt rilertid 1k
'spenditfa 9,sesmant/ noun the gov-
ernment calculation of what each local
authority needs to spend each year.
Abbr GREA

grass roots / gra:s 'ruits/ nounthe
ordinary members of a political party
or of society in general o What is the
grass-roots reaction to the constitu-
tional changes? o The party has con-
siderable support at grass-roots level.
o The Chairman has no grass-root
support.

grata, persona

GREA abbreviation Grant-Related
Expenditure Assessment

great /greit/ noun o the great and
the good important public figures

Great Hural /,greit 'hjuaral/ noun
the legislative body in Mongolia

Great Power /,greit 'pauva/ noun a
nation that has international political,
social, economic and usually military
influence

Great Seal / greit 'si:l/ noun the
ceremonial seal, kept originally by the
Lord Chancellor, used for authenticat-
ing important public documents on
behalf of the Queen (NOTE: The use of
a seal to authenticate public docu-
ments dates back hundreds of years
but is now only used for reasons of
tradition and ceremony.)

green /gri:n/ adjective supporting or
promoting the protection of the envi-
ronment m noun a supporter or advo-
cate of protecting the environment, es-
pecially a member of a political party
concerned with environmental issues
green card /,gri:n 'ka:d/ noun a
work permit needed by a foreigner in
the USA

greenie /'griini/ noun a conserva-
tionist or environmentalist

Green Line /,gri:n 'lain/ noun in
the state of Israel, the pre-1967 border
along the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip
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Green Paper /,gri:n 'peipa/ noun
in the United Kingdom or Canada, a
discussion document from the govern-
ment on possible proposals for a new
law. Compare White Paper (NOTE: A
Green Paper is issued when plans
for legislation are at quite an early
stage and the government is open to
further suggestions. A White Paper
is issued generally when plans are
more fully developed and it may be
very close to the final Bill.)

Green Party /'grin 'pa:ti/, the
Greens /09 'griinz/ noun the political
party existing in several countries,
which is concerned mainly with envi-
ronmental and health issues

greymail /'gremmerl/ noun a threat
used by the defence in a spy trial to re-
veal national secrets unless the gov-
ernment drops the case against the de-
fendant

grey vote /'grer vout/ noun older
people considered as a group that can
be influenced to vote in a specific way
o The healthcare issue will affect the
grey vote.

Grit /gr1t/ noun, adjective in Canada,
a Liberal (informal)

gross domestic product / grous
do,mestik 'prodakt/ noun the annual
value of goods sold and services paid
for inside a country. Abbr GDP

gross national product / grous
.ne&[(a)nal 'prodakt/ noun the annual
value of goods and services in a coun-
try including income from other coun-
tries. Abbr GNP

grounds /gravndz/ noun the basic
reasons for believing something or for
doing something o She retired on med-
ical grounds. o Does he have good
grounds for complaint? o There are no
grounds for thinking any misconduct
has occurred.

Group of Eight /gru:p ov ‘ert/
noun full form of G8

groupuscule /'gru:paskju:l/ noun
a very small and extreme political
group

gubernatorial /,gu:bono'torriol/
adjective relating to a governor, espe-
cially a governor of a US state

guerrilla /go'r1lo/, guerilla noun a
person or small group fighting an ene-
my often in a civil war, but not a mem-
ber of an official army o After the de-
feat of the army, guerrilla groups
sprang up all over the country. o
Guerrillas have attacked government
outposts in many parts of the North.

guest country / gest 'kantri/ noun
a country invited to an international
meeting, without the right to vote

guidelines /'gardlainz/ plural noun
instructions or suggestions as to how
something should be done o The gov-
ernment has issued guidelines on in-
creases in wages and prices. o The
National Union of Teachers has issued
guidelines to its members on dealing
with claims. o The Secretary of State
can issue guidelines for expenditure. o
The minister said he was not laying
down guidelines for the spending of
money which was not earmarked for
special projects.

guillotine /'giloti:n/ noun 1. a mo-
tion in the House of Commons to end
a debate on a clause of a Bill at an
agreed time and generally without al-
lowing a full debate 2. the machine
formerly used in France for executing
criminals by cutting off their heads m
verb 1. in the House of Commons, to
end a debate at an agreed time, and
generally without allowing a full de-
bate to take place 2. to execute some-
one by cutting his or her head off with
a guillotine

gulag /'gu:laeg/ noun the network of
political prisons and labour camps in
the former Soviet Union

Gulf States /,galf 'sterts/ noun 1.
the countries that border the Persian
Gulf and are producers of oil, i.e. Iran,
Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,
Qatar, the United Arab Emirates and
Oman 2. the states of the southern
United States that border the Gulf of
Mexico, i.e. Florida, Alabama, Mis-
sissippi, Louisiana and Texas
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gun amnesty /'gan  @mnosti/
noun an arrangement where any per-
son having a gun illegally can hand the
gun in to the police without being
prosecuted for it

gunboat diplomacy /,ganbout dr
'ploumasi/ noun the attempt to solve
international problems by force or by
threatening to use force. » diplomacy
Gunpowder Plot /'gan,pauds
plot/ noun a conspiracy by a group of

Roman Catholics, including Guy
Fawkes, to blow up Parliament in
1605

gynaecocracy / gaini'kplokrosi/
noun political control by women, or a
political system that gives power to
women

gynarchy /'gama:ki/ noun same as
gynaecocracy
gynocracy /gar'npkrosi/
same as gynaecocracy

noun
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hack /hak/ noun 1. a journalist or
writer, especially one who does rou-
tine work or work that is not very good
2. apolitical party member who works
for the party uncritically in a routine
job

Hail to the Chief / heil to 8o 't[i:f/
noun the piece of military music
played to greet the President of the
United States

Hamas /'heemees/ noun a fundamen-
talist Islamic Palestinian organisation
engaged in resistance to Israel in the
Israeli-occupied territories

hamlet /'hamlot/ noun a small vil-
lage

hammer and sickle /'hems on
'stk(9)l/ noun a symbol of Soviet
Communism representing industrial
and agricultural workers, used on the
flag of the former Soviet Union

hand down /hend 'davn/ verb 1.
to pass something from one genera-
tion to another o The house has been
handed down from father to son since
the nineteenth century. 2. to deliver a
judgment or decision

hand over /hend 'suva/ verb to
pass something to someone o She
handed over the documents to the law-
yer.

Hansard /'hansa:d/ noun the offi-
cial report of everything that is said
and done in the House of Commons
and the House of Lords

COMMENT: These reports were first
published by Luke Hansard in 1774
and are now published daily by the
Stationery Office. Each page is divid-
ed into two numbered columns, so a
reference to a particular speech in
Hansard could read: Vol.120, No.24,
22 July 1987, Col. 370.

Hansard reporter /‘hen,sa:d rr
'poita/ noun one of the people who
take notes of the debates in Parliament
for printing in Hansard

hard currency /ha:d 'karsnsi/
noun the currency of a country which
has a strong economy and which can
be changed into other currencies
hardliner /ha:d'laino/ noun a per-
son who is inflexible, especially over
policy o Hardliners in the Govern-
ment are pushing the President to
refuse to talk to the rebel leader.
harmonisation /,harmonar
'zerf(a)n/, harmonization noun the
process of bringing a number of dif-
ferent rules or systems in different
countries into a position where they
are parallel or similar to one another o
harmonisation of tax policies through-
out the EU

harmonise /'ha:monaiz/, harmo-
nize verb to bring a number of differ-
ent rules or systems in different coun-
tries into a position where they are
similar or parallel to one another
hawk /ho:k/ noun a person who be-
lieves in threatening or using armed
force as a means of settling problems
between countries. Compare dove
hawkish /'ho:kif/ adjective favour-
ing military force rather than diplo-
matic solutions to foreign policy is-
sues o The agreement will not satisfy
the more hawkish members of the
Cabinet. Compare doveish

HE /a1t 'i:/ abbreviation His Excel-
lency or Her Excellency

head /hed/ noun 1. the most impor-
tant person 2. the most important or
main o head clerk o head porter o
head salesman o head waiter 3. the



heir apparent

top part or first part o Write the name
of the company at the head of the list.
4. a person o Allow £10 per head for
expenses. o Factory inspectors cost on
average £25,000 per head per annum.
m verb to be the manager or to be the
most important person o fo head a de-
partment o She is heading a govern-
ment delegation to China.

headed /'hedid/ adjective having a
name and address printed at the top of
a piece of paper

headhunt /'hedhant/ verb to look
for suitable people and offer them jobs
in other companies

heading /'hediy/ noun the title
printed at the beginning of a section of
a document

head of government /hed ov
'gav(o)nmont/ noun the leader of a
country’s government. , Prime Minis-
ter

head of protocol /hed ov
'prautakol/ noun an official in an em-
bassy who is concerned with relations
with the government of the country
where the embassy is and with other
embassies

head of state / hed ov 'steit/ noun
the official leader of a country, who in
some cases is also the head of the gov-
ernment, e.g. a king, queen or presi-
dent

COMMENT: A head of state may not
have much political power and may be
restricted to ceremonial duties such
as meeting ambassadors, laying
wreaths at national memorials, open-
ing parliament, etc. The head of gov-
ernment is usually the effective ruler
of the country, except in countries
where the President is the executive
ruler, and the head of government is in
charge of the administration. In the
United Kingdom, the Queen is head of
state, and the Prime Minister is head
of government. In the United States,
the President is both head of state and
head of government.

headquarters /hed'kwo:toz/ plural
noun the main office of an organisa-
tion. Abbr HQ

heads of agreement / hedz ov o
'gritmont/ noun a draft agreement

containing the most important points
but not all the details

Health and Safety at Work Act
/,helB an serfti ot 'waik ,&kt/ noun
the Act of Parliament which regulates
what employers must do to make sure
that their workers are kept healthy and
safe at work

Health Canada /hel0 'kanodo/
noun the Canadian government de-
partment that is responsible for pro-
tecting the health and safety of the
people of Canada

Health Service Commission-
ers /hel®  s3:vis ka'mifonaz/,
Health Service Ombudsmen noun
the officials who investigate com-
plaints from the public about the Na-
tional Health Service

hear /hio/ verb o hear! hear! words
used in a meeting to show that you
agree with the person speaking
hearing /'hroriy/ noun 1. a case
which is being heard by a committee,
tribunal or court of law o The hearing
about the planning application lasted
ten days. 2. the opportunity of speak-
ing to an official body about some-
thing o He asked to be given a hearing
by the full council so that he could
state his case.

heartland /'ha:tleend/ noun 1. a
central area of a country or region that
has special economic, political, mili-
tary or sentimental significance 2. an
area of a country where a particular
activity or opinion is common o the in-
dustrial heartland o The new party
has made advances into the Conserv-
ative heartlands.

heckle /'hek(2)l/ verb to shout re-
marks, insults or questions in order to
upset someone who is making a
speech

hegemony /hi'gemoni/ noun the
leadership by one strong state over a
group of other states, usually in the
same area

heir apparent /eor o'paront/
noun an heir whose inheritance can-
not be altered by the birth of another
heir



heir presumptive

heir presumptive /eo prr
'zampt1v/ noun an heir whose inher-
itance will pass to another heir if one
is born whose entitlement is greater
helotism /'hi:lat1z(o)m/ noun a po-
litical or social system in which one
group, class or country is systemati-
cally oppressed by another
hemicycle /‘hemi,saik(o)l/ noun a
meeting room with seats in the form of
a semicircle o MEPs meet in the hemi-
cycle.

henceforth /hens'f:0/ adverb
from this time on o Henceforth it will
be more difficult to avoid customs ex-
aminations.

henchman /'hentfmon/ noun
someone, especially a man, who is a
close supporter or associate of some-
one in an important position, often us-
ing strong methods to carry out their
wishes

henchwoman /"hent fwumon/
noun a woman who is a close support-
er or associate of someone in an im-
portant position, often using strong
methods to carry out their wishes
heptarch /'hepta:k/ noun one of the
seven rulers in a heptarchy
heptarchy /'hepta:ki/ noun 1. gov-
ernment by seven rulers or leaders 2. a
state governed by seven rulers, or a
state divided into seven parts, each
ruled by a different leader

here- /his/ prefix this time or this
point

hereafter /hior'a:fto/ adverb from
this time or point on

hereby /hio'bar/ adverb in this way
or by this letter o We hereby revoke the
agreement of January 1st 1982.
hereditament /herr'ditomont/
noun property which can be passed
from parents to their children
hereditary /ho'redit(o)ri/ adjective
passed from one member of a family
to another

hereditary office /horedit(o)ri
'pf1s/ noun an official position which
is passed from one member of a fami-
ly to another

herein / hiar'in/ adverb in this doc-
ument o the conditions stated herein o
See the reference herein above.
hereinafter /hrorin'a:fta/ adverb
stated later in this document o the con-
ditions hereinafter listed

hereof / hior'ov/ adverb of this

hereto /,hia'tu:/ adverb to this o ac-
cording to the schedule of payments
attached hereto o as witness hereto as
a witness of this fact

heretofore /'hioto,fo:/ adverb pre-
viously or earlier

hereunder / hior'andos/ adverb be-
low this point in a document o See the
documents listed hereunder.

Her Majesty’s government / ha:
,med3astiz 'gav(e)nmant/ noun the
official title of the government of the
United Kingdom

Her Majesty’s pleasure /hsa:
,med3astiz 'ple3s/ noun o detention
or during Her Majesty’s pleasure
detention for an indefinite period, un-
til the Home Secretary decides that a
prisoner can be released

Her Majesty’s Stationery Office
noun the government department
which prints documents for all gov-
ernment departments and also pub-
lishes and sells books for the govern-
ment. Abbr HMSO. Also called The
Stationery Office

heteronomous /hets'rpnougos/
adjective subject to laws and rules im-
posed by other people or institutions.
Compare autonomous

hierarchy /'harera:ki/ noun the ar-
rangement of an organisation in vari-
ous ranks, with fewer and fewer peo-
ple in the higher ranks o He started as
a local official and rapidly rose
through the ranks of the party hierar-
chy.

hierocracy / hars'rokrasi/ noun 1.
government by clergy 2. a body of
clergy that rules a place or country
High Commission /har ko
'mif(d)n/ noun 1. in a Common-
wealth country, an embassy o the Brit-
ish High Commission in Ottawa or the
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UK High Commission in Ottawa o
The High Commission staff were told
not to speak to journalists. o She is
Jjoining the High Commission as an in-
terpreter. 2. the office of a High Com-
missioner

High Commissioner /har ko
'mif(9)na/ noun a person who repre-
sents a Commonwealth country in an-
other Commonwealth country, having
the same rank and the same duties as
an ambassador

High Court /har 'ko:t/, High
Court of Justice /har koit ov
'dzastrs/ noun the main civil court in
England and Wales

High Court of Justiciary /har
kot ov d3a'stifiari/ noun the highest
criminal court of Scotland

high flyer / har 'flare/ noun 1. a per-
son who is very successful or who is
likely to get a very important job 2. a
share whose market price is rising rap-
idly

high-level /'har lev(o)l/ adjective
involving participation by people who
have important positions in their or-
ganisation or country o high-level
talks

highlight /'harlait/ verb to empha-
sise an important point o The report
highlighted weaknesses in the work of
the department. m noun the best part
of something o The speech of the Dep-
uty Prime Minister was the highlight
of the Party Conference.
high-profile / har 'proufail/ adjec-
tive in or intended to be noticeable to
the public, e.g. to attract attention,
support or business o a high-profile
politician o a high-profile public in-
formation campaign

High Sheriff / har 'ferif/ noun the
senior representative appointed by the
Crown in a county

high treason / hai 'tri:z(o)n/ noun
the formal way of referring to treason
highway /'haiwer/ noun a main road
Highway Code /harwer 'koud/
noun the rules which govern the be-
haviour of people and vehicles using
roads

Highways Agency /‘harweiz
.erdzonsi/ noun an executive agency
of the Department of Transport that
operates, maintains and improves the
main roads in Britain

highways committee /‘harweiz
ko,miti/ noun the committee of a lo-
cal council with deals with roads and
paths

Highways Department /‘har
,weiz di,pa:tmant/ noun the part of a
local council that looks after the main
roads

Hilary /'hilari/ noun one of the four
law terms in a year

historic /hi'storik/ adjective 1. old
or having a long history o The council
is trying to redevelop the historic cen-
tre of the city. o The building is pre-
served as a historic monument. 2. im-
portant and likely to be remembered o
The MP, opening the town’s first shop-
ping precinct, said that it was a histor-
ic occasion.

HK abbreviation House of Keys

HL /.ext[ 'el/ abbreviation House of
Lords

HMG abbreviation 1. Her Majesty’s
Government 2. His Majesty’s Govern-
ment

HMS /.eitf .em 'es/ abbreviation 1.
Her Majesty’s Service 2. His Majes-
ty’s Service

HMSO abbreviation Her Majesty’s
Stationery Office

Hobbes, Thomas /hobz/ noun the
English  philosopher (1588-1679)
whose Leviathan defended the right of
a ruler to use absolute power in order
to keep peace (NOTE: Hobbes said
that without government, life for peo-
ple in a state of nature or anarchy
would be ‘nasty, solitary, brutish and
short’.)

hoc ) ad hoc

hold /hould/ verb o to hold a seat (of
a party or candidate) to have a mem-
ber elected for a constituency of the
same party as the previous member o
Labour held the seat with an in-
creased majority.
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hold back /hould 'bek/ verb to
wait or not to go forward

hold down /hould 'dauvn/ verb to
control strictly or to keep in check o
The Government is trying to hold
down food prices. o The army has
been sent to hold down the rebel are-
as.

hold out / hould 'aut/ verb 1. to of-
fer o The negotiators held out the pos-
sibility of increased aid. o The chair-
man held out the possibility of rapid
promotion. 2. to remain in a place or
position, while being attacked o The
rebels are holding out in the govern-
ment radio station.

hold over / hould 'ouve/ verb to put
back to a later date o Discussion of
item 4 was held over until the next
meeting.

holdover /'hauldsuva/ noun some-
one who remains in a job or other po-
sition that has come under different
control o A holdover from the previous
administration at the Pentagon agen-
cy ordered the destruction of classi-
fied documents.

hold to /'hould tu:/ verb to keep or
limit o the government hopes to hold
wage increases to 5% the govern-
ment hopes that wage increases will
not be more than 5%

hold up /,hauld 'ap/ verb 1. to show
or display o The agreement was held
up as an example of good manage-
ment-worker relations. 2. to stay at a
high level o Share prices have held up
well. o Sales held up during the tourist
season. 3. to delay o The shipment has
been held up at the customs. o Pay-
ment will be held up until the contract
has been signed.

holiday /'holider/ noun a period
away from work. » bank holiday
home /houm/ noun 1. a place where
a person lives 2. someone’s country of
origin, or the country where a compa-
ny is based

homeland /'houmland/ noun 1. the
country where someone was born or
where they live and have a sense of be-
longing to 2. in South Africa under the

apartheid system, a partly self-govern-
ing region set aside for the Black pop-
ulation

homeland security /‘houmlend
st'kjuariti/ noun US safety and pro-
tection from terrorist attack of a coun-
try (NOTE: Following the terrorist at-
tack of 11 September 2001, Presi-
dent Bush created a new executive
department, the Department of
Homeland Security.)

Home Office /'houm ,ofis/ noun
the UK government ministry dealing
with crime, the police and prisons
COMMENT: In most countries the gov-
ermnment department dealing with the
internal order of the country is called
the Ministry of the Interior, with a Min-
ister of the Interior in charge.
home rule /houvm 'ru:l/ noun the
right of an area of a country to rule it-
self after being governed by another
country
COMMENT: Home Rule was the aim of
Irish Nationalists between 1870 and
1920 when they were trying to achieve
independence for Ireland.
Home Secretary /,houm
'sekrat(o)ri/ noun the minister of the
UK government in charge of the
Home Office, dealing with law and or-
der, the police and prisons. Also called
Secretary of State for Home Af-
fairs

hon. abbreviation honourable

honest broker /onist 'brouko/
noun a person, group or country that
helps two sides to come together in a
dispute

honorary /'onorori/ adjective not
paid a salary

honorary  consul /opnorori
'konsal/ noun a person who repre-
sents one country in a different coun-
try but is not paid a salary, and is not a
professional diplomat

honourable /'on(o)rab(d)l/ noun
the title used when one MP addresses
another in the House of Commons o
The hon. Member for London East
would do well to remember the condi-
tions in her constituency. o Will my
hon. Friend give way? o The hon.



House of Commons

Gentleman is perfectly entitled to ask
that question.
COMMENT: Various conventions are at-
tached to the use of the word in Parlia-
ment. In general, MPs can refer to
each other as ‘the hon. Member for...’;
the Speaker will refer to all MPs as
‘hon. Members’. To distinguish MPs of
one’s own party from those on the oth-
er side of the House, an MP will say
‘my hon. Friend’. To distinguish be-
tween women and men MPs, you can
say ‘the hon. Lady’ or ‘the hon. Gen-
tleman’. Lawyers may be addressed
as ‘hon. and learned’.
Honours List /'pbnoz list/ noun a
list of the people who have been or are
to be awarded honours such as a peer-
age or membership of a chivalric order
by the British monarch

hopper /‘hops/ noun US a box
where bills are put after being intro-
duced in the House of Representatives

horse-trading /'ho:is trerdiy/
noun the negotiations between politi-
cal parties or politicians or members
of a committee to obtain a general
agreement for something o After a pe-
riod of horse-trading, the committee
agreed on the election of a member of
one of the smaller parties as Chair-
man.

hostile /'hostail/ adjective not
friendly, or aggressive o The proposal
was given a hostile reception by the
main committee.

hostile act /'hostail &kt/ noun an
unfriendly action which suggests that
the country committing it is an enemy
o We consider the violation of our air
space a hostile act.

hostilities /ho'st1litiz/ plural noun
armed fighting o The president is try-
ing to negotiate an end to hostilities in
the region.

hostility /ho'stiliti/ noun an un-
friendly attitude towards someone o
Her proposal was greeted by the rest
of the committee with hostility. o
Members of the public showed their
hostility by throwing eggs.

hot button /'hot bat(e)n/ noun
something that is known to be likely to

provoke a strong response, especially
among voters or consumers

hot pursuit / hot pa'sju:t/ noun in
international law, the right which is
sometimes claimed to chase a ship
into international waters or to chase
suspected criminals across an interna-
tional border into another country

house /haus/ noun 1. one of the two
chambers of a legislature, usually the
lower chamber 2. also House one of
the two parts of the UK Parliament, ei-
ther the House of Commons or the
House of Lords o The minister
brought a matter to the attention of the
House. 3. one of the two chambers of
the United States Congress o The bill
was passed by both houses and sent to
the President for signature.

household /'haushould/ noun the
people living together in a house

householder /'haushouvldo/ noun
person who occupies a private house

House leader /hauz 'li:da/ noun
1. (in the UK) the Leader of the House,
a government minister and member of
the cabinet, who is responsible for the
administration of legislation in the
House of Commons or House of
Lords, and is the main government
spokesman in the House 2. (in the
USA) the chief of one of the political
parties in the House of Representa-
tives

House of Assembly / haus av o
'sembli/ noun the legislative body in
Barbados, Dominica, Tasmania and
Zimbabwe

House of Chiefs / hauvz ov 'tfiifs/
noun the upper consultative council in
Botswana

House of Commons /haus ov
'komonz/ noun 1. the lower house of
the British Parliament, made up of 659
elected members 2. the lower house of
a legislature with two parts such as
that in Canada
COMMENT: Members of the House of
Commons (called MPs) are elected
for five years, which is the maximum
length of a Parliament. Bills can be
presented in either the House of Com-
mons or House of Lords, and sent to
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the other chamber for discussion and
amendment. All bills relating to reve-
nue must be introduced in the House
of Commons, and most other bills are
introduced there also.

House of Councillors /havz ov
'kaunsilaz/ noun the upper house of
the legislature in Japan

House of Keys /haus ov 'kiiz/
noun the lower house of the legisla-
ture of the Isle of Man

House of Lords /haus ov 'lo:dz/
noun the non-elected upper house of
Parliament in the United Kingdom,
made up of life peers, some hereditary
peers and some bishops

COMMENT: The composition of the
House of Lords was changed by the
House of Lords act 1999; hereditary
peers no longer sit there by right, al-
though 92 remain, elected by their
own party or crossbench (non-party)
groups, or as Deputy Speakers, Com-
mittee Chairs, or to fill two hereditary
royal appointments, the Earl Marshal
and the Lord Great Chamberlain. The
House of Lords was for centuries the
highest court of appeal; now the only
appeal from the House of Lords is to
the European Court of Justice. Pro-
posals for reform introduced in 2003—
4 will remove the ’law lords’ from the
House of Lords and create a new Su-
preme Court. This is being done to
make it quite clear that the judiciary is
independent from the other two
branches of government.
House of Representatives
/haus ov reprr'zentativz/ noun 1.
the lower house of the Congress of the
United States of America, made up of
435 elected members 2. the legislative
body in many countries, including An-
tigua, Australia, Colombia, Cyprus,
the Gambia, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan,
Nepal, New Zealand, the Philippines,
Trinidad and Tobago, Yemen
COMMENT: The members of the House
of Representatives (called Congress-
men or Congresswomen) are elected
for two years. All bills relating to reve-
nue must originate in the House of
Representatives; otherwise bills can
be proposed in either the House or the
Senate and sent to the other chamber
for discussion and amendment.
House of the People / havz ov 8o
'pitp(a)l/ noun same as Lok Sabha

House Republican Leader
/,havz r1,pablikon 'litds/ noun the
head of the Republican Party in the
House of Representatives

Houses of Parliament /hauziz
ov 'pailomont/ 1. the building where
the British Parliament meets, contain-
ing the chambers of the House of
Commons and the House of Lords 2.
the British Parliament

housing /'havziy/ noun the supply
of houses or flats for people to live in
o The council provides low-cost hous-
ing for families in the borough. o The
family lives in council housing.
housing association /‘havziy o
,sausierf(a)n/ noun an organisation
subsidised by government, which pro-
vides cheap housing for people
housing department /'havzip di
,pa:tmant/ noun the department of a
local authority which deals with coun-
cil houses and flats

housing list /'havziy list/ noun the
list of people waiting to be placed in
council housing o They have been on
the housing list for three years.
Howard /‘havad/, John (b. 1939)
Australian prime minister (1996-)
Howard /'hauvod/, Michael (b. 1941)
Elected as a Conservative to Parlia-
ment in 1982, he was Home Secretary
from 1993 to 1997 and became leader
of the Opposition in 2003

HP abbreviation Houses of Parlia-
ment

HQ abbreviation headquarters o The
party HQ was surrounded by demon-
strators.

HR abbreviation House of Represent-
atives

HSE abbreviation Health and Safety
Executive

HUD /had/ abbreviation US Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment

humanitarian aid /hju:meanr
'tearion e1d/ noun help in the form of
essential basic food and medicines
sent to countries suffering from fam-
ine or other disasters



Hybrid Bill

humanitarian space /hju: manr
'tearion spers/ noun a neutral zone
occupied by international aid agencies
in a region which is at war
human rights /hju:mon 'rarts/
plural noun the rights of individual
men and women to basic freedoms
such as freedom of speech and free-
dom of association
Human Rights Act /hju:mon
'rarts ,&ekt/ noun the Act of Parlia-
ment (1998) which incorporated the
European Convention on Human
Rights into British law
humble address / hambal o'dres/
noun a formal communication from
one or both Houses of Parliament to
the Queen
Hundred Days /handrod 'deiz/
plural noun the first 100 days of a new
administration in the USA, seen as a
test of that administration’s ability
COMMENT: It was originally applied to
the first 100 days of president Roo-
sevelt’s administration in 1933, and is
now applied to all new administra-
tions.
hung /hap/ adjective with no major-
ity o hung council, hung parliament
a council or parliament in which no
single party has enough votes to form
a government
hunger march /'hapge ma:tf/
noun a march organised by unem-

ployed people to draw attention to
their problems

hunger strike /'haggo straik/
noun a refusal to eat over a period of
time as a form of protest, especially by
a prisoner

Hural /'hjuaral/ noun the legislative
body in Mongolia
hustings /'hastmgz/ noun o at the
hustings at a parliamentary election
COMMENT: The hustings were formerly
the booths where votes were taken, or
the platform on which candidates
stood to speak, but now the phrase is
used simply to mean ‘at an election’.
Hutton Enquiry /haton 1y
Jkwarori/ noun a judicial enquiry
headed by Lord Justice Hutton in 2003
into the events surrounding the suicide
of a senior government scientist with
expertise on weapons of mass destruc-
tion in connection with the war with
Iraq (NOTE: Lord Hutton found that
the BBC had misreported govern-
ment actions over the war with Iraq
and, to most people’s surprise, made
very few criticisms of the govern-
ment.)
Hybrid Bill /'haibrid bil/ noun a
parliamentary bill with some provi-
sions affecting the public domain and
others affecting private interests



ICC abbreviation International Crim-
inal Court

ICM /a1 si: 'em/ abbreviation Inter-
governmental Committee for Migra-
tions

ID abbreviation identity or identifica-
tion

ID card /,a1 'di: ,ka:d/ noun same as
identity card

idem /'1dem/ pronoun the same thing
or the same person

identic /ar'dentik/ adjective refer-
ring to diplomatic notes sent, or diplo-
matic action taken, by two or more
governments in exactly the same form
identity /ar'dentiti/’ noun who
someone is

identity card /ar'dentiti ka:d/
noun a card carried by citizens of a
country or members of a group to
prove who they are

identity theft/ar'dentiti Oeft/ noun
the stealing of personal information
that makes it possible to use some-
one’s bank account, credit card etc.
ideological / aidio'lodzik(e)l/ ad-
jective referring to ideology o The two
sections of the party have important
ideological differences.

ideologist, ideologue noun a per-
son who follows a particular ideology
(often disapproving)

ideology /aidi'nlod3i/ noun a set of
basic ideas about life and society, such
as religious or political opinions o
Most political parties are based on
ideologies. o Marxist ideology states
that a classless society will be estab-
lished.

IGC abbreviation Intergovernmental
Conference

ignore /1g'no:/ verb to reject a bill of

indictment because there is not
enough evidence
illegal immigrant /1 lizg(o)l

'imigrant/ noun a person who enters
a country to live permanently without
having the permission of the govern-
ment to do so

ILO abbreviation International La-
bour Organisation

immigrant /'imigrant/ noun a per-
son who moves into a country to live
permanently

immigrate /' imigre1t/ verb to move
into a country to live permanently

immigration / imr'greif(o)n/ noun
moving into a country to live perma-
nently

Immigration Laws /,imr'greif(o)n
lo:z/ plural noun the legislation con-
trolling the movement of people into a
country to live there

immunity /i'mju:niti/ noun protec-
tion against arrest or prosecution m US
the protection of members of Con-
gress against being sued for libel or
slander for statements made on the
floor of the House (NOTE: The UK
term is privilege.)
COMMENT: Immunity from prosecution
is granted to magistrates, counsel and
witnesses as regards their statements
in judicial proceedings. Families and
servants of diplomats may be covered
by diplomatic immunity.
impartial /im'pa:[(o)V/ adjective not
biased towards one group or political
party or one side in a dispute or com-
petition o to give someone a fair and
impartial hearing o A judgment must
be impartial.



impunity

impartiality /im,pa:fi‘eliti/ noun
the state of being impartial o The
newspapers doubted the impartiality
of the Ombudsman.

impartially /im'pa:[(o)li/ adverb
not showing any bias towards one
group or political party or one side in
a dispute or competition o ACAS has
to act impartially towards the two par-
ties in the dispute.

impeach /im'pi:t[/ verb to charge a
head of state, minister or judge with
treason, bribery or with serious crimes

impeachment /im'pi:t fmont/
noun the charge of treason, bribery or
serious crimes brought against a head
of state, judge or minister (NOTE: Im-
peachments ended in Britain in the
late 18th century, but have continued
to be used occasionally under the
Constitution of USA. In 1999 im-
peachment proceedings against
President Clinton failed to gain suffi-
cient support in the Senate.)

impending /im'pendiy/ adjective
about to happen soon o The newspa-
pers carried stories about the impend-
ing general election.

imperial /im'proriol/ adjective re-
ferring to an empire o the power of im-
perial Rome

imperialism /im'prarisliz(a)m/
noun (disapproving) 1. the idea or
practice of having an empire formed
of colonies 2. the practice of control-
ling other countries as if they were
part of an empire

imperialist /im'prariolist/ adjective
referring to imperialism m noun a per-
son who is in favour of empires and
imperialism

imperialistic /impiorio'listik/ ad-

jective referring to imperialism
COMMENT: Although imperialism is
used to refer to states which have or
had colonies such as Britain, France,
Belgium or the Netherlands, it is now
widely used to refer to states which
exert strong influence over other
states. This influence can be political,
military or commercial: cultural imperi-
alism.

implicate /'implikert/ verb to sug-
gest or show that someone is involved
in something o Several ministers were
implicated in the arms-selling scan-
dal.

import noun /'tmpo:t/ the bringing
of foreign goods into a country to be
sold o The import of firearms is for-
bidden. m verb /im'po:t/ to bring for-
eign goods into a country

import duty /'impo:t dju:ti/ noun
a tax on foreign goods brought into a
country. Also called customs duty

import levy /'impo:t levi/ noun a
tax on foreign goods brought into a
country, e.g. in the European Union a
tax on imports of farm produce from
outside the EU

import quota /'tmpo:t kwouto/
noun a fixed quantity of a particular
type of foreign goods which the gov-
ernment allows to be brought into the
country o The government has im-
posed a quota on the import of cars. o
The quota on imported cars has been
lifted.

imports /'tmpo:ts/ plural noun for-
eign goods brought into a country o
All imports must be declared to the
customs.

impose /im'pouz/ verb to ask some-
one to pay a fine o to impose a tax on
bicycles o The court imposed a fine of
£100. o They tried to impose a ban on
smoking. o The government imposed a
special duty on oil. o The customs
have imposed a 10% tax increase on
electrical items.

imposition /,impa'zif(a)n/ noun 1.
the act of putting a tax on goods or
services o Council officials consider
having to attending all-night sittings
to be an imposition. 2. an unreasona-
ble request

impound /im'paund/ verb to take
something and keep it, usually be-
cause something illegal has been done
o The lorries were impounded by cus-
toms.

impunity /im'pjuiniti/ noun free-
dom from threat of punishment



in abeyance

in abeyance /n o'berons/ noun
being out of operation or use for a pe-
riod o this law is in abeyance this law
in not being enforced at the present
time

in absentia /,in &b'senfo/ adverb
while someone is not present o The
former President was tried and sen-
tenced to death in absentia.

inalienable /in'erlionab(a)l/ adjec-
tive which cannot be taken away or
given away or sold

inaugurate /r'no:gjurert/ verb to
mark the start of someone’s period of
office with a formal ceremony
inauguration  /1,no:gju'rerf(o)n/
noun the formal act of confirming
someone in an official position, espe-
cially the President of the United
States, or a ceremony held for this pur-
pose

in camera /,in 'kam(o)ra/ adverb
in private or with no members of the
public present o The case was heard in
camera.

incitement /in'saritmont/ noun the
crime of encouraging, persuading or
advising someone to commit a crime o
incitement to racial hatred the of-
fence of encouraging people to attack
others because of their race, by words,
actions or writing

inclusive /in'klu:siv/ adjective not
excluding any group or section of so-
ciety o inclusive of tax or not inclusive
of VAT o the party conference runs
from the 12th to the 16th inclusive it
starts on the morning of the 12th and
ends on the evening of the 16th

inclusive language /inkluisiv
'lengwid3z/ noun language that
avoids careless discrimination against
some people because of gender, class,
ethnic group, etc. in the words and de-
scriptions used

incomes policy /'inkamz ,polisi/
noun an economic policy that plans to
control inflation by keeping control of
wage levels

income tax /'mkam taks/ noun a
tax, mainly on what someone is paid

incoming /'mkamiy/ adjective re-
cently elected or appointed o the in-
coming government, the incoming
Minister the new government or the
Minister who has just been appointed
and is about to start working o The
chairman welcomed the incoming
committee. o The incoming cabinet
was sworn in at the Presidential pal-
ace.

incompetency /m'komprt(o)nsi/
nounthe state of not being legally able
to do something

incompetent /in'kompit(o)nt/ ad-
jective 1. unable to work well or to
perform some duty o The Finance
Minister is quite incompetent, but he
is the President’s brother-in-law. o
The company has an incompetent
sales director. 2. not legally able to do
something o She is incompetent to
sign the contract.

incorporate /in'ko:porert/ verb 1.
to bring something in to form part of a
main group or to make a document
part of another document o Income
from the 1994 acquisition is incorpo-
rated into the accounts. o The list of
markets is incorporated into the main
contract. 2. to form a registered com-
pany o a company incorporated in the
USA o an incorporated company o J.
Doe Incorporated 3. to give legal sta-
tus and the right to have a council to a
town

incorporation /in ko:po'rerf(o)n/
noun act of incorporating something
incumbency /in'kambansi/ the sit-
uation of being the holder of an elect-
ed position

incumbency effect /in'kambonsi
1,fekt/ noun the way in which people
who have already been elected to an
office tend to be re-elected for a fur-
ther term

incumbent /in'kambont/ adjective
holding an official position o the in-
cumbent President m noun a person
who holds an official position o There
will be no changes in the governor’s
staff while the present incumbent is
still in office.



informal vote

incursion /m'ks:f(o)n/ noun 1. a
raid or limited military attack on an-
other country 2. entry into an area
where someone or something should
not be

indefeasible right / indifi:zib(o)l
'rart/ noun a right which cannot be
taken or given away
indemnification /in,demnifr
'kerfon/ noun a promise of payment
for loss or damage

independence  /indr'pendons/
noun 1. freedom from rule or control
or influence of others o The colony
struggled to achieve independence. o
Britain granted her colonies inde-
pendence in the years after the Second
World War. o An independence move-
ment grew in the colony. 2. the time
when a country became independent
from another country o The ten years
since independence have seen many
changes.

Independence Day /indr
'pendons de1r/ noun the day when a
country celebrates its independence,
e.g. July 4th in the USA
independent /indi'pendont/ ad-
jective free or not controlled by any-
one o The council has asked an inde-
pendent consultant to report on the
housing department. o The country
has been independent since 1956.
Indian National Congress
/'indian 'neef(9)nal 'kongres/ noun
an Indian political party that led the
struggle for independence from the
British Empire and has dominated the
post-independence government
Indian Subcontinent /ndion
,sab'kontmont/ noun India, Pakistan
and Bangladesh

individual /ndr'vidzusl/ noun a
single person o He was approached by
two individuals on a constituency mat-
ter. m adjective referring to a single
person or thing o The records are kept
in individual files.

individualism /. ind1
'vidzusliz(e)m/ noun the political
theory which places most importance
on the rights of each person and tries

to free each person from too much so-
cial control and restriction

industrial /in'dastriol/ adjective re-
lating to work

industrial development /in
dastrial di'velopmont/ noun the
planning and building of new indus-
tries in special areas

industrial processes /in,dastriol
'‘prousesiz/ plural noun the methods
and systems involved in making prod-
ucts in factories

Industrial Revolution /i
,dastrial reva'lu:f(a)n/ noun the pe-
riod in the late 18th and early 19th
centuries when industry began to de-
velop

infiltrate /'infiltrert/ verb to enter
an organisation secretly, without the
officials knowing o The club has been
infiltrated by right-wing agitators.
inflation /in'fleif(o)n/ noun the sit-
uation where prices rise to keep up
with increased money available to buy
goods

influence /'mfluans/ noun the ef-
fect on someone or something o They
said the president was acting under
the influence of the Ambassador. o The
decision of the court was not influ-
enced by the speech of the Prime Min-
ister. o We are suffering from the influ-
ence of a high exchange rate. m verb to
have an effect on someone or some-
thing o The House was influenced in
its decision by the gravity of the finan-
cial crisis. o The price of oil has influ-
enced the price of industrial goods. o
He was accused of trying to influence
the Select Committee.

influence peddling /'nflusns
.pedlig/ noun offering to use your in-
fluence, especially political power, for
payment, to help a person or group
achieve something

influential /,influ'enfol/ noun hav-
ing the power to influence someone or
something o He is the chairman of the
influential Foreign Affairs Committee.
informal vote /in'foim(s)l vout/
noun a ballot paper which is not filled



information

in or is incorrectly filled in and is
therefore declared invalid
information / infa'merf(o)n/ noun
details or facts about something or
somebody

information office /,infa
'merf(a)n ,nf1s/ noun an office where
someone can answer questions from
the public

infringe /in'frindz/ verb to break a
law or a right

inhabitant /in'habit(o)nt/ noun a
person who lives in a building or town
or country o Spain has 39 million in-
habitants.

initiative /r'nifotrv/ noun 1. a deci-
sion to start doing something o The
president took the initiative in asking
the rebel leader to come for a meeting.
o The minister has proposed several
initiatives to try to restart the dead-
locked negotiations. 2. (in Switzer-
land and the USA) a move by a group
of citizens to propose that something
should be decided by a referendum
injunction /in'dzagk[(o)n/ noun a
court order telling someone to stop
doing something or not to do some-
thing o He got an injunction prevent-
ing the company from selling his car. o
The council applied for an injunction
to stop the developer from continuing
with the demolition.

injustice /in'd3astis/ noun alack of
justice o She complained about the in-
Jjustice of the system.

Inkatha noun a Zulu political party
that was founded in South Africa in
1975

INLA abbreviation Irish National
Liberation Army

inland /'inlond/ adjective inside a
country o inland freight charges
charges for carrying goods from one
part of the country to another

Inland Revenue /,inlond
‘revonjui/ noun the department of the
British government dealing with tax o
to make a declaration to the Inland
Revenue

Inland Revenue Department
/inlend 'revo,njur dipaitmont/

nounin New Zealand, the government
department responsible for the collec-
tion and administration of taxes. Abbr
IRD

inner cabinet/ mno 'kabinat/ noun
an informal group of the most impor-
tant members of the Cabinet, who un-
der some Prime Ministers may meet
with the Prime Minister and decide
policy away from the rest of the Cabi-
net

inner city /,mo 'siti/ noun the cen-
tral part of a large urban area, often an
area of poverty, poor housing and oth-
er social problems

input tax /'mput teks/ noun VAT
paid on goods or services bought
inquire /mn'kwars/, enquire /iy
'kwaro/ verb to ask questions about
something o He inquired if anything
was wrong. o She inquired about the
rate of inflation in other European
countries. o The commission is inquir-
ing into corruption in the customs
service.

inquiry /in'kwarori/, enquiry /in
'kwairri/ noun an official investigation
o There has been a government in-
quiry into the loss of the secret docu-
ments.

inquorate /in'kworert/ adjective
without the required number of people
to hold or carry on a meeting o The
meeting was declared inquorate and
had to be abandoned.

in-service training /;mn s3:vis
'treinip/ noun training offered by an
employer to his or her staff o The re-
port suggested increasing in-service

training facilities in the department.
Abbr INSET

inspector /mn'spekto/ noun 1. an
official whose job is to check that a
particular activity or situation is fol-
lows approved standards o inspector
of taxes, tax inspector an official of
the Inland Revenue who examines tax
returns and decides how much tax
each person should pay 2. a British
police officer of a rank above sergeant
inspectorate /in'spekt(o)rot/ noun
a group of inspectors with the same



interest group

area of responsibility o the school in-
spectorate all local or national in-
spectors of schools

institute /'insttju:t/ noun 1. an of-
ficial organisation 2. the title of a pro-
fessional organisation o The Royal In-
stitute of British Architects. m verb to
start something o fo institute proceed-
ings against someone

institution /mstr'tju:f(e)n/ noun
1. an organisation or society set up for
a particular purpose 2. a building for a
special purpose

institutionalised /,nst1
'tjuif(o)nalarzd/, institutionalized
adjective 1. unable to live independ-
ently after having been in prison, hos-
pital or other institution for a long
time 2. happening so often that it is
considered to be normal even though
wrong or harmful o The office of US
President has become institutional-
ised.

instrument /'instromont/ noun1. a
tool or piece of equipment 2. a legal
document

instrumentality /1nstrumen
'teeliti/ noun in the United States, a
subsidiary branch of a department or
agency

insular /'insjule/ adjective 1. refer-
ring to islands 2. not interested in an-
ything outside one’s immediate sur-
roundings

insularity /,msju'leriti/ nounindif-
ference to anything outside one’s im-
mediate surroundings

insurable /in'[uarob(o)l/ adjective
possible to insure

insurance /in'[uarons/ noun the
business of insuring

insurgency /in's3:dzsnsi/ noun a
state where many groups fight to try to
bring down a government over a long
period of time

insurgent /in's3:dzent/ noun a per-
son who fights to bring down a gov-
ernment by force o The army tried to
capture the leaders of the insurgents.
insurrection /,msas'rekfon/ noun
an armed attempt to overthrow a gov-

ernment o The insurrection lasted two
weeks.

insurrectionist /inso'rekfonist/
noun a person who takes part in an
armed attempt to overthrow a govern-
ment

integrationist /ntr'grerf(o)nist/
noun someone who works to promote
or maintain integration m adjective
promoting or maintaining integration
intelligence /in'telidzons/ noun
secret information

intelligence service /in'telidzons
,$31vIs/ noun the government depart-
ment which tries to discover other
countries’ secrets

inter- /into/ prefix between

inter alia /,into 'e1lio/ Latin phrase
meaning ‘among other things’
intercameral /nto'kemoral/ ad-
jective between the two chambers of a
bicameral legislature
intercontinental /,intokontr
'nent(a)l/ adjective between conti-
nents

interdependent /,intodr'pendont/
adjective dependent on each other o
Great Britain and the EU are econom-
ically interdependent.

interest /'introst/ noun 1. special
attention o The managing director
takes no interest in the staff club. o The
government has shown a lot of interest
in the scheme. 2. the payment made by
a borrower for the use of money, cal-
culated as a percentage of the capital
borrowed o The bank pays 10% inter-
est on deposits. 3. money paid as in-
come on investments or loans o fo re-
ceive interest at 5% o the loan pays
5% interest o deposit which yields or
gives or produces or bears 5% interest
o account which earns interest at 10%
or which earns 10% interest 4. the per-
centage to be paid for borrowing 5. the
right or title to a property or money in-
vested in a company or financial share
in, and part control over, a company
interest group /'ntrost gru:p/
noun a group of people who work to-
gether for a specific reason, often by
putting pressure on the government



interfere

interfere /,mnto'fro/ verb to get in-
volved or to try to change something
which is not your concern

intergovernmental /,into,gav(o)n
'ment(o)l/ adjective between govern-
ments o intergovernmental commu-
nications messages passed from one
government to another

Intergovernmental Conference
/,;tagav(e)nment(d)l 'konf(a)rons/
noun 1. a meeting for discussion in
which many countries take part 2. a
special meeting of all the heads of the
governments of the European Union,
held every few years to make impor-
tant decisions on the future develop-
ment of the EU » abbr IGC

Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change /mtagav(a)n
ment(d)l 'pan(o)l on 'klarmot
tfeind3/ noun an international body
set up in 1988 to assess information
relating to climate change caused by
human activities. Abbr IPCC

interim /'intorim/ adjective serving
temporarily until a permanent replace-
ment can be elected or appointed

Interior /in'tiorio/ adjective relating
to the internal affairs of a country, es-
pecially as opposed to its foreign rela-
tions

internal /in't3:n(o)l/ adjective refer-
ring to the inside o an internal memo
a memo from one department in an or-
ganisation to another o internal af-
fairs of a country the way in which a
country deals with its own citizens o It
is not usual for one country to criticise
the internal affairs of another.

Internal Revenue Service /mn
t3m(9)l 'revanju: ,s3:vis/ noun the
department of the US government
dealing with income tax. Abbr IRS
(NOTE: The UK equivalent is the In-
land Revenue.)

international /,into'ne[(o)nal/ ad-
jective involving two or more coun-
tries

International /,mnta'naf(3)nal/
noun any of four international Social-
ist, Communist, or Anarchist organi-

sations formed in 1864, 1889, 1919,
and 1938 respectively

International Court of Justice
/,intonaf(d)nal koit ov 'dzastis/
noun the court of the United Nations,
which is in The Hague, Netherlands

International Criminal Court
/mta'nef(d)nal 'krimin(a)l ko:t/
noun the court set up by the United
Nations to deal with war crimes and
crimes against humanity committed
by political leaders and those engaged
in warfare. Abbr ICC

International Development As-
sociation /mtonz[(o)nal  dr
'velopmont o,sausierf(e)n/ noun a
specialised agency of the United Na-
tions that provides credit to nations on
less strict terms than the World Bank.
Abbr IDA

Internationale /,nto,n&[(s)na:l/
noun the song used as an anthem by
Socialists and Communists

International Finance Corpora-
tion /mtonzf[(o)nal  'farnens
korparerf(a)n/ noun a specialised
agency of the United Nations that is
affiliated with the World Bank and
promotes private enterprise in devel-
oping nations by providing risk capi-
tal. Abbr IFC

internationalise /,ntd
'nef(9)nalarz/ verb to place some-
thing under the protection or control
of several countries instead of one
country

internationalism /,nto
'nef(9)naliz(a)m/ noun the idea that
different countries should try to work
together more closely

internationalist /,ntd
'nef(o)nalist/ noun someone who
supports greater cooperation between
countries m adjective favouring great-
er cooperation between countries

International Labour Organisa-
tion /to'nef(o)nal 'letba/ noun
the organisation set up by the United
Nations which tries to improve work-
ing conditions and workers’ pay in
member countries. Abbr ILO



interventionism

international law /intonaf(o)nsl
'Io:/ nounthe laws governing relations
between countries

International Monetary Fund
/,mta'nef(o)nal 'manit(d)ri fand/
noun an organisation of the United
Nations, which is a type of bank that
helps member states in financial diffi-
culties, gives financial advice to mem-
bers and encourages world trade. Abbr
IMF

international politics
/,intona[(a)nal 'polrtiks/ noun the
diplomatic and political interaction
between the governments of different
countries

international relations /into
'nef(o)nal ri'lerf(s)nz/ plural noun
political activities undertaken be-
tween two or more countries m noun
the branch of political science that
studies relations between different
countries

International Telecommunica-
tion Union noun a specialised agen-
cy of the United Nations that promotes
international cooperation in telecom-
munications and allots radio frequen-
cies for various purposes. Abbr ITU
internuncial /,into'nansisl/ adjec-
tive relating to an internuncio of the
Roman Catholic Church
internuncio /,into'nansiou/ noun a
diplomatic representative of the pope
of a rank below a nuncio

interpellate /in'ta:poleit/ verb to
interrupt a parliamentary debate by
asking a question on an aspect of gov-
ernment policy

Interpol /'mtopol/ noun an interna-
tional police organisation through
which the member countries co-oper-
ate in solving crimes o They warned
Interpol that the man was thought to
have gone to France or Spain.
interpret /mn'ts:prit/ verb 1. to say
what you think something such as a
document, law or decision means o
The chairman asked the Chief Execu-
tive to interpret the clause in the White
Paper. 2. to translate what someone
has said into another language o My

assistant knows Spanish, so she will
interpret for us.

interpretation /in ts:prr'terf(o)n/
noun 1. what someone thinks is the
meaning of something such as a docu-
ment, law or decision 2. a translation
of what has been said in one language
into another

Interpretation Act /i tsiprr
'terf(9)n &kt/ noun an Act of Parlia-
ment which rules how words used in
other Acts of Parliament are to be un-
derstood

interpreter /in'ts:prito/ noun a per-
son who translates what someone has
said into another language o My as-
sistant will act as interpreter. o The
witness could not speak English and
the court had to appoint an interpret-
er.

interregnum / nto'regnom/ noun
the period between the end of the
reign of one king or ruler and the be-
ginning of the next
interrupt /into'rapt/ verb to try to
speak or to shout when someone else
is talking
COMMENT: In the House of Commons,
an MP is allowed to interrupt another
MP only if he wants to ask the mem-
ber who is speaking to explain some-
thing or to raise a point of order.
interstate controls /toastert
kon'traulz/ noun restrictions on trade
or the movement of people between
one state and another
intervener /,into'viino/ noun a per-
son who gets involved in an action to
which he or she was not originally a
party
intervention /mto'venfon/ noun
1. acting to make a change o the gov-
ernment’s intervention in the foreign
exchange markets o the central bank’s
intervention in the banking crisis o the
Association’s intervention in the la-
bour dispute 2. an act of interfering in
another country’s affairs o The Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs said the Presi-
dent’s remarks were an intervention in
the domestic affairs of his country.
interventionism /,inta
'venfaniz(a)m/ noun political inter-
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ference or military involvement by
one country in the affairs of another

intitule verb to give a title to an Act
of Parliament

intolerant /in'toloront/ adjective
refusing to accept that other people
can have different opinions or ways of
doing things o Extremist political par-
ties tend to be very intolerant.

intranational /,mtro'naf(o)nal/
adjective existing or occurring within
the boundaries of a single nation
intransigent /in'trensidzont/ ad-
jective refusing to change or discuss
compromise

intra vires /ntro 'varriiz/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘within the legal
powers’ o The minister’s action was
ruled to be intra vires. Compare ultra
vires

introduce /ntro'dju:s/ verb to
present something or to put something
forward o He is introducing a Bill in
Parliament to prevent the sale of
drugs. o The department has intro-
duced some new evidence to the Com-
mittee. o The education departiment
has decided to introduce vegetarian
meals in schools.

introduction /,mntra'dakfon/ noun
an act of presenting something or
putting something forward o the intro-
duction of new evidence into the case
o introduction of a Bill putting for-
ward a Bill for discussion in Parlia-
ment

invade /in'verd/ verb 1. to attack
and enter another country 2. to enter
somewhere in large numbers or in a
way that causes problems o Corrup-
tion had invaded every area of public
life. o to invade someone’s privacy to
prevent someone from doing what
they want to do without being watched
or interrupted by someone else o The
press even invaded their privacy on
family holidays.

invalidate /in'velidert/ verb 1. to
make something legally or officially
unacceptable o Because the company
has been taken over, the contract has
been invalidated. 2. to show that

something previously said or done is
wrong o The recent findings invalidate
the earlier study.

invalidation /in,vali'derfon/ noun
an act of making something legally or
officially unacceptable

invalidity /nva'liditi/ noun 1. the
fact of being legally or officially unac-
ceptable o the invalidity of the con-
tract 2. the condition of being ill and
unable to work

invasion /in'veirz(o)n/ noun an act
of attacking and entering the territory
of another country

ipso facto /1psou 'fektou/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘by this very fact’ or
‘the fact itself shows’ o The writing of
the letter was ipso facto an admission
that the Minister knew of the case. o
He was chairman of the committee at
the time of the investigation and ipso
facto was seen to be under suspicion.
IRA /'airo/ noun an organisation of
Irish nationalists who originally
fought for an independent Ireland and
who still want to achieve the unity of
the island of Ireland. Full form Irish
Republican Army

IRD abbreviation Inland Revenue
Department

Irish Republican Army /‘airif r1
'pablikon 'aimi/ noun full form of
IRA

IRO abbreviation 1. International
Refugee Organization 2. international
relief organization

Iron Curtain /'aron 'k3:t(o)n/ noun
the imaginary barrier created by the
policy of isolation which prevented
freedom of travel and communication
between Western and Eastern Europe
during the Cold War

iron triangle /'aiton 'traiepgol/
noun US the close connection be-
tween interest groups, executive de-
partments and Congressional commit-
tees in making policy

irredenta/ irr'denta/ noun a territo-
ry that was formerly part of one coun-
try but is now ruled by another and is
subject to claims that it should be re-
turned to its former country
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irredentism /,ir1'dentiz(o)m/ noun
the policy of trying to get back a re-
gion which has been lost to another
country, or trying to take over a region
which is felt to belong to the country
because of similar language or culture

irredentist /rr'dentist/ noun a
supporter of irredentism o The meet-
ing was disrupted by Albanian irre-
dentists.

irregularity /iregju'leriti/ noun
something which does not conform to
the rules

irresponsibility /irisponso'biliti/
noun a failure to act in a responsible
way

IRS abbreviation Internal Revenue
Service

Islamic Jihad /1z l&amik dzr'hed/
noun an Islamic fundamentalist or-
ganisation that wants to create an Is-
lamic Palestinian state by armed op-
position to Israel and opposes pro-
Western Arab governments

isolation /arsa'lerf(s)n/ noun 1.
the situation of a country which is not
allied to other countries 2. the situa-
tion of being alone or kept apart from
other people

isolationism /,aisa'lerf(o)niz(o)m/
noun the political policy of a country
refusing to make alliances with other
countries

isolationist/ arsa'lerf(a)nist/ noun
a person who believes that his or her
country should not make alliances
with other countries

issue /'1fu:/ noun 1. the subject of a
dispute or discussion o The speaker
was told to deal with the issue being
discussed. o The sale of the site raises
a completely new issue. 2. an occasion
of making new shares available m verb
to announce something or make some-
thing available officially o to issue a
writ against someone o The chair-
man'’s office issued a statement. o The
council was forced to issue a denial. o
The government issued a report on
London’s traffic. o The Secretary of
State issued guidelines for expendi-
ture. o The Minister issued writs for li-
bel in connection with allegations
made in a Sunday newspaper.

item /‘aritom/ noun 1. something for
sale 2. a piece of information 3. a mat-
ter for discussion o we will now take
item four on the agenda we will now
discuss the fourth subject listed on the
agenda



Janata Dal noun an Indian political
party founded in India

Jefferson, Thomas /'dzefoson/
noun the American politician and
writer (1743-1826) who wrote the
Declaration of Independence and had
a considerable influence on the Amer-
ican Constitution (NOTE: Jefferson
was a democrat who wanted an edu-
cated population and believed that
government ought to be limited by a
system of checks and balances.)
Jerga /'d33:go/» Loya Jerga

Jim Crow /,d3zim 'krou/ noun dis-
crimination against Black people, es-
pecially by public segregation
jingoism /'dzigpgouiz(o)m/ noun
extreme patriotism

Job Centre /'d3ob ,senta/ noun the
government office which lists and
helps to fill jobs

job creation scheme /,d3pb kri
‘e1f(a)n ,skirm/ noun a government-
backed plan to encourage new work
for the unemployed

John Birch Society /,d3on 'ba:tf
s9,saIati/ noun a right-wing political
organisation formed in the United
States to fight Communism

join /dzomn/ verb 1. to put things to-
gether o The appendix is joined to the
report. 2. to become part of something
o They joined the Labour Party.

joint /dzomnt/ adjective 1. with two
or more organisations or people linked
together 2. one of two or more people
who work together or who are linked
o joint managing director o joint own-
er o joint signatory

joint and several /dzomt on
'sev(o)ral/ adjective as a group to-
gether and also separately

joint commission of inquiry
/,d3omt komif(s)n av 1n'kwarari/
noun a committee set up to look into
something with representatives of var-
ious organisations on it

joint committee /,dzomnt ko'miti/
noun 1. a committee formed of equal
numbers of members of the House of
Commons and House of Lords 2. US
a committee with members of both
House of Representatives and Senate,
usually set up to investigate a serious
problem

joint resolution /dzomt rezo
'luzf(e)n/ noun US a motion passed
by both the House of Representatives
and the Senate

journal /'d3z3:m(a)l/ noun 1. a diary
or record of something which happens
each day o The chairman kept a jour-
nal during the negotiations. 2. an offi-
cial record of the proceedings of a leg-
islature such as the House of Com-
mons, House of Lords, House of
Representatives or Senate o the Offi-
cial Journal of the European Union

journalist /'dzam(e)list/  noun
someone who writes articles for a
newspaper, or reports for TV or radio
o The council chairman asked the
Jjournalists to leave the committee
room.

JP abbreviation Justice of the Peace
(NOTE: The plural is JPs.)

judge /d3ad3/ noun an official of the
judicial branch who presides over a
law court, and in civil cases decides
which party is in the right o a County
Court judge o a judge in the Divorce
Court o The judge sent him to prison
for embezzlement.
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COMMENT: At present the appointment
of judges is the work of the Lord Chan-
cellor and Prime Minister. Under re-
forms announced in 2003-4, all judg-
es will be appointed by an Independ-
ent Judicial Appointments
Commission. The minimum require-
ment is that one should be a barrister
or solicitor of ten years’ standing. The
majority of judges are barristers, but
they cannot practise as barristers. The
appointment of judges is not a political
appointment, and judges remain in of-
fice unless they are found guilty of
gross misconduct. In the USA, state
judges can be appointed by the state
governor or can be elected; in the
Federal courts and the Supreme
Court, judges are appointed by the
President, but the appointment has to
be approved by Congress.
Judge Advocate-General
/,d3ad3 ,edvakat 'dzen(o)ral/ noun
a lawyer employed by the state to ad-
vise on all legal matters concerning
the Army

Judge Advocate of the Fleet
/,d3ad3 ,@dvakat ov 09 'flirt/ nouna
lawyer employed by the state to advise
on all legal matters concerning the
Royal Navy

judgement /'dzadzmont/, judg-
ment noun 1. the ability to make a
good decision o The officer was criti-
cised for showing lack of judgement. o
The Minister’s judgement is at fault.
2. a legal decision or an official deci-
sion of a court

Judges’ Rules /d3adziz 'ru:lz/
plural noun an informal set of rules
governing how the police may ques-
tion someone suspected of a crime
judicature /'dzu:dikotfo/ noun
judges and the justice system as a
whole

judice » sub judice

judicial /dzu:'dif(o)l/ adjective re-
lating to judges and the justice system
Judicial Branch /dzu:'dif(o)l
bra:nt[/ noun same as judiciary
Judicial Committee of the
House of Lords /dzu:,dif(s)l ko
,miti ov 82 ,haus av 'lo:dz/ noun the
highest appeal court in England and
Wales (NOTE: Reforms introduced in

2003—4 are likely replace the law
lords with a Supreme Court)

Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council /dzu:dif(s)l ko
.mitti ov da privi 'kauns(se)l/ noun
the appeal court for appeals from
some Commonwealth countries and
colonies

judicial review /dzu:dif(o)l 11
'vjui/ noun, noun an examination of a
case a second time by a higher court
because a lower court has acted
wrongly m noun an examination by a
court of administrative or legislative
decisions taken by an authority or
government

judiciary /'dzu'difori/ noun the
branch of government concerned with
the system of justice. Also called judi-
cial branch (NOTE: The other two
branches are the executive and the
legislative)

junior minister /'dzu:nis 'minista/
noun in a government or department,
the Under-Secretary of State or Minis-
ter of State

junta /'dzanto/ noun a ruling group
which has taken power in a country by
force o The junta came to power six
years ago and is formed of represent-
atives of each of the armed forces.
(NOTE: The term is used mainly of
military governments, and usually in
South America; the word is correctly
pronounced as /'hunta/ but this pro-
nunciation is not often used in Eng-
lish.)

jurisdiction /,dzuoarts'dik fon/
noun legal power over someone or
something

jury /'dzuari/ noun a group of twelve
people who decide whether someone
is guilty or not guilty on the basis of
the evidence they hear in court

jury service /'dzuori ,s3:vis/ noun
the duty which each person has of
serving on a jury if asked to do so
(NOTE: The US term is jury duty.)

just /dzast/ adjective fair or right o
just war war which is considered to
be morally right



justice

justice /'dzastis/ noun 1. the legal
process of dealing with someone ac-
cused of a crime in court 2. a judge or
magistrate 3. the title given to a High
Court judge o Mr Justice Adams
(NOTE: It is sometimes written as J
after the judge’s name: Adams J.)
Justice Department /'dzastis di
'partmant/ noun 1. a department of
the Scottish Executive, responsible for
all aspects of the legal system and the
police 2. US same as Department of
Justice

justice of the peace / d3astis ov
39 'piis/ noun a person without legal
training who works as a judge in a lo-
cal court. Abbr JP

justice system /'dzastis 'sistom/
noun the legal process of judging peo-
ple and giving punishments in court
justiciary /dzas'tifori/ noun the
system of justice or legal system o
High Court of Justiciary the highest
criminal court in Scotland
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kakistocracy / keekist'pkrasi/
noun government by the most unscru-
pulous or unsuitable people, or a state
governed by such people

Kamer » Eerste Kamer, Tweede
Kamer

kangaroo /kanpgo'ru:/ noun the
system used when discussing a Bill,
where some clauses are not discussed
at all, but simply voted on, with the
discussion then moving on to the next
clause

keep down /ki:p 'daun/ verb to
control or oppress o The generals have
managed to keep down the country
districts by stationing troops in the ar-
ea.

Keeper of the Great Seal / ki:par
ov Oir grert 'sitl/ noun same as Lord
Chancellor (NOTE: Reforms intro-
duced in 20034 are likely to abolish
the office of Lord Chancellor)

Keeper of the Seal /'ki:ps av 31
sizl/ noun same as Lord Chancellor
(NOTE: Reforms introduced in 2003—
4 are likely to abolish the office of
Lord Chancellor)

Kenesh , Uluk Kenesh

Kennedy /'kenidi/, John F. (1917-
63) 35th president of the United
States, assassinated in Dallas, Texas,
on 22 November 1963

Keynesianism noun the theory that
government must compensate for in-
sufficient business investment in times
of recession by spending on its own
projects

keynote /'ki:nout/ verb 1. to deliver
the most important speech at a confer-
ence or meeting 2. to outline an im-
portant policy in a speech or report

keynote address /'kimout o
'dres/, keynote speech /'ki:nout
spitt J/ noun the main speech at a con-
ference by an important speaker who
sums up the main areas to be dis-
cussed

kill /kil/ verb to stop discussion of a
proposal o The veto in the Security
Council killed the resolution.

king /kig/ noun the man who rules in
a monarchy (NOTE: often used with a
name as a title: King Juan Carlos)

kingdom /'kigdem/ noun a country
ruled by a king or queen o the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland o the kingdom of Saudi
Arabia

kingly /'kigli/ adjective suitable for a
king or like a king (NOTE: kingly
shows approval, as opposed to royal
which does not imply approval or
condemnation)

kingmaker /'kigmeiko/ noun
someone with sufficient power to have
an influence on who is appointed to
important positions, usually within a
government

kingship /'kig [1p/ noun the rule of a
king

King’s Messenger  /kipz
'mesind3s/ noun » Queen’s Mes-
senger

kitchen cabinet / kit[in 'kebinat/
noun a private, unofficial committee
of ministers, advisers and friends who
advise some Prime Ministers or Presi-
dents (NOTE: The term was first used
to describe the advisors of the Pres-
ident of the USA, Andrew Jackson,
who used to meet literally in the
kitchen of the White House.)
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Knesset noun the legislature in Isra-
el

knight /nart/ noun a man who has re-
ceived a title of honour from the king
or queen m verb to make someone into
a knight o He was knighted in the
Birthday honours list.

knighthood /'narthud/ noun the
position of being a knight

knock-on effect /'nok on 1 fekt/
noun an indirect effect, following on
from something o The political unrest
had a knock-on effect on the tourist in-
dustry. o The coup had a knock-on ef-

fect on the governments of neighbour-
ing states.

Kremlin /'’kremlin/ noun a series of
buildings surrounded by a high wall in
the centre of Moscow, where the offic-
es of the main ministers of the Russian
Federation are situated (NOTE: often
used to mean ‘the Russian Govern-
ment’: a Kremlin spokesman said the
letter was helpful)

Kremlinologist, Kremlin-watch-
er noun a non-Russian who specialis-
es in studying the actions of the Rus-
sian political leadership and tries to
guess what is really going on in Russia



Lab. abbreviation Labour

Labor /'letbo/ noun the Australian
Labor Party m adjective relating to the
Australian Labor Party

Laborite /'letborait/ noun a mem-
ber or supporter of the Australian La-
bor Party

labor union /'letbs ,junjan/ noun
US an organisation which represents
workers who are its members in dis-
cussions about pay and conditions of
work with management (NOTE: The
UK term is trade union.)

labour /'letba/ noun 1. heavy work
(NOTE: The US spelling is labor.) 2.
workers in general (NOTE: The US
spelling is labor.) o skilled labour
workers who have special knowledge
or qualifications 3. o labour law, la-
bour laws, labour legislation laws
relating to the employment of workers
(NOTE: The US spelling is labor.)
Labour, the Labour Party adjec-
tive relating to the Labour Party in the
United Kingdom or New Zealand
labour force /'leibo fo:s/ noun all
the people who are available to work
labour-intensive /letbor 1
'tens1v/ adjective a type of work that
needs many people to do it
labourism /'lerbariz(a)m/ noun a
political or social movement that
works to ensure the rights of workers,
or support for such a movement
labourist /'letborist/ noun a sup-
porter of the rights of workers
Labourite /'lerbarart/ noun a mem-
ber or supporter of the Labour Party in
the United Kingdom or New Zealand
labour mobility /,letbs mou'biliti/
noun the ability of people to move

L

easily from one job to another, or from
one place to another to find work

labour movement  /leibo
'murvmont/ noun the organisations
working for the improvement of work-
ing conditions for workers

Labour Party /'lerbs 'pa:ti/ nouna
political party, one of the main parties
in Britain which is on the left of the
political spectrum. Also called La-
bour
COMMENT: The British Labour Party
was founded in 1906 as a fusion of the
Independent Labour Party and other
workers’ groups, including represent-
atives from the Trades Union Con-
gress. The Labour Party has been
closely allied to the Trades Union
Congress in the past. Members of
trade unions pay a political levy to
support the Party, and some Labour
MPs are sponsored by trade unions.
ladies’ gallery /'leidiz gelori/
noun an area of the public gallery of
the UK House of Commons that is
kept for women only

Lady /'lerdi/ noun a title given to the
wife of a knight or baronet or baron or
earl
COMMENT: In most case, the title is
used before the family name without
the Christian name. Where the title is
used to indicate the daughter of a no-
bleman, the Christian name is used.
So the wife of Sir Edwin Smith is Lady
Smith; the daughter of the Duke of
Northumberland is Lady Jane Percy.
Lady Mayoress /'leidi ;mea'res/
noun the wife of a Lord Mayor
laissez-faire, laisser-faire noun
the political theory that a government
should do nothing to control the econ-
omy o Laissez-faire resulted in in-
creased economic activity, but con-
tributed to a rise in imports.
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lame duck/ leim 'dak/ nouna com-
pany or administration which is in dif-
ficulties and which needs support o
The government has promised a res-
cue package for lame duck companies.

lame duck administration or
presidency /leim dak od mint
'stre1f(9)n/ noun a US administration
towards the end of a President’s sec-
ond term, when there is very little in-
centive to do much

lame duck president /lerm dak
'prezid(a)nt/ noun a US president in
the last part of the term of office, who
cannot stand for re-election, and so
lacks political force

LAMSAC abbreviation Local Au-
thorities Management Services and
Computer Committee

land /lznd/ noun 1. an area of earth
2. a nation or country o The President
welcomed the official delegation from
the land of his ancestors. 3. Land one
of the regions which make up the fed-
eral republic of Germany and also
Austria (NOTE: The plural is Lander.)
COMMENT: Under English law, the
ownership of all land is vested in the
Crown, although individuals or other
legal persons may hold estates in
land, the most important of which are
freehold estates, which amount to ab-
solute ownership, and leasehold es-
tates, which last for a fixed period of
time. Ownership of land usually con-
fers ownership of everything above
and below the land. The process of
buying and selling land is ‘conveyanc-
ing’. Any contract transferring land or
any interest in land must be in writing.
Interests in land can be disposed of by
a will.

Landlord and Tenant Act
/leendlo:d an 'tenant ,&kt/ noun the
Act of Parliament which regulates the
letting of property

landmark /'lendma:k/ noun1. a fa-
mous building or natural feature o The
Houses of Parliament and Westmin-
ster are well-known London land-
marks. 2. an important event or deci-
sion o The opening of the new bridge
is a landmark in the town’s history.

landmark decision /lzndma:k
di's13(9)n/ noun an important legal or
political decision

land office /'lend ,ofts/ noun a
government office that administers
and records sales and transfers of pub-
lic land

land reform /'l&nd r1,form/ noun
the policy of changing the ownership
of agricultural land by government
law, so that those owning no land re-
ceive some

Land Registry /'lend redzistri/
noun the British government office
where land is registered

landslide /'lendslard/ noun a very
large majority obtained in an election
o The Socialists won in a landslide. o
a landslide victory or win an election
success with a very large majority
Lands Tribunal /la:indz trar
,bjuin(d)l/ noun a court which deals
with compensation claims relating to
land

Landtag /'lentta:g/ noun the legis-
lative assembly of a German or Aus-
trian state

land tax /'leend teeks/ noun a tax on
the value of land owned

laodicean adjective lacking in reli-
gious or political commitment m noun
someone who has no strong commit-
ment to religion or politics

lapse /leps/ noun the ending of a
right, contract or offer m verb to stop
being valid or to stop being active o
The insurance policy lapsed because
the premiums had not been paid. o
lapsed passport a passport which is
out of date

late-night /'lert nart/ adjective hap-
pening late at night o The House of
Commons had a late-night sitting. o
Their late-night negotiations ended in
an agreement signed at 3 a.m.

law /1o:/ noun 1. a rule by which a
country is governed and by which the
activities of people and organisations
are controlled o A law has to be passed
by Parliament. o The government has
proposed a new law to regulate the
sale of goods on Sundays. 2. all the
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statutes of a country taken together o
inside the law, within the law obey-
ing the laws of a country o against the
law, outside the law not according to
the laws of a country o Dismissing an
employee without reason is against
the law. o The agents were operating
outside the law. o in law according to
the law o What are the duties in law of
a guardian? o to break the law to do
something which is not allowed by
law o He is breaking the law by selling
goods on Sunday. o You will be break-
ing the law if you try to take the goods
out of the country without an export li-
cence. 3. a general rule

law and order /,15: ond 'o:do/ noun
a situation in which the laws of a
country are being obeyed by most
people o There was a breakdown of
law and order following the assassi-
nation of the president.

Law Centre /'Io: ,sento/ noun a lo-
cal office with full-time staff who ad-
vise and represent people free of
charge

Law Commission /lo: ko
,mif(9)n/ noun a permanent commit-
tee which reviews English law and
recommends changes to it

law court /'lo: ko:t/ noun a place
where a trial is held or where a judge
listens to cases

law enforcement /lo: m
[forsmoant/ noun the official activity
of making sure that a law is obeyed

Law Lords /'1o: lo:dz/ plural noun
the members of the House of Lords
who are judges, including the Lord
Chancellor and the Lords of Appeal in
Ordinary (NOTE: Reforms proposed
in 20034 are likely to remove these
law lords from the House of Lords
and set up a separate Supreme
Court)

lawmaker /'lo:meiko/ noun a per-
son who makes or passes laws, e.g. an
MP or a Congressman

law-making /'Io: ;meikir/ noun the
making of laws o Parliament is the
law-making body in Great Britain.

Law Officers /'lo:r ,of1s:0z/ plural
noun the posts of Attorney-General
and Solicitor-General (in England and
Wales) and Lord Advocate and Solici-
tor-General (in Scotland)

law reform /lo: ri'form/ noun the
continuing process of revising laws to
make them better suited to the needs
of society

Law Reports /'lo: r1,po:ts/ plural
noun the collection of reports of cases
of special interest and importance,
which may set legal precedents

lay /let/ verb to put or present some-
thing o The report of the planning
committee was laid before the council.
o to lay an embargo on trade with a
country to forbid trade with a country
o to lay a proposal before the House
to introduce a new Bill before Parlia-
ment m adjective not belonging to a
profession or not trained to a profes-
sional standard in a subject o The
Committee has a chairman and sever-
al lay advisers.

lay down /ler 'davn/ verb to state
clearly o The conditions are laid down
in the document. o The guidelines lay
down rules for dealing with traffic of-
fences. (NOTE: laying — laid — has
laid)

LC abbreviation Lord Chancellor

lead /li:d/ verb 1. to be the first or to
be in front o The company leads the
world in waste disposal. 2. to be the
main person in a group o The Parlia-
mentary delegation is led by J.M.
Jones, MP. 3. to start to do something,
especially to start to present a motion
for debate o The Home Secretary will
lead for the Government in the emer-
gency debate.

leader /'li:ds/ noun 1. someone who
is responsible for organising or con-
trolling a group of people o our politi-
cal and military leaders o a meeting of
world leaders o She was appointed
leader of the delegation. 2. someone
such as a person, company, country or
something such as a product that is the
most successful of its type o a world
leader in biomedical research o indus-



Leader of the Council

try leaders in electronic surveillance
systems

Leader of the Council /'i:ds ov
89 'kauvns(9)l/ noun same as council
leader o Councillor Jenkins, Leader
of the Council, stated that the report
would be examined at the next meet-
ing.

Leader of the House / li:do ov 09
'haus/ noun the senior government
minister and member of the Cabinet,
who is responsible for the administra-
tion of legislation in the House of
Commons or House of Lords, and is
the main government spokesman in
the House (NOTE: Both people can be
referred to as Leader of the House
and more specific terms are Leader
of the Commons and Leader of the
Lords.)

Leader of the Opposition / li:do
av 81 ,opa'z1f(a)n/ noun the head of
the largest party opposing the govern-
ment

leadership /'lizdofip/ noun 1. the
quality of being a good leader o He
showed leadership in defending the
party against attacks by splinter
groups. 2. the position of leader o
There are six candidates for the lead-
ership of the party. o The leadership
contest is wide open. 3. the few people
who are the most important members
of a party or group o None of the party
leadership appeared at the meeting.

leading /'li:diy/ adjective most im-
portant o He was the leading figure in
the movement to increase pensions.

lead to /li:d to/, lead up to /li:d
'Ap tui/ verb to be the cause of o The
discussions led to a big argument be-
tween the management and the union.
o We received a series of approaches
leading up to the takeover bid.

leaflet /'li:flot/ noun a sheet of paper
advertising something, usually a sin-
gle sheet perhaps folded in two o Party
workers distributed leaflets to all the
householders in the constituency. m
verb to give leaflets to people in an
area o They leafleted all the houses in

the electoral ward early on the morn-
ing of the election.

leafleting /'li:flotin/ noun the activ-
ity of giving out leaflets
league /li:g/ noun a group of people
or states with similar aims, who come
together to form a group and take ac-
tion to further their aims

League of Nations /liig ov
'ne1f(e)nz/ noun the group of states
which joined between the First and
Second World Wars in a group similar
to the present United Nations

leak /li:k/ noun the unofficial passing
of secret information or information
which has not yet been published to
newspapers or television stations m
verb to pass information unofficially
to newspapers or television stations o
The details of the plan have been
leaked to the press to test public reac-
tion. o Information about the govern-
ment plans has been leaked to the Sun-
day papers.

leakage /'li:kid3/ noun the unoffi-
cial release of secret information, usu-
ally to the media

leakproof /'lizkpru:f/ adjective not
allowing secret information to be
made public unofficially o No commit-
tee is leakproof.

leaky /'lizki/ adjective allowing se-
cret information to be made public un-
officially

leave /li:v/ noun 1. permission to do
something o The representative of the
construction company asked leave of
the council to show a detailed plan of
the proposed development. o ‘by your
leave’ with your permission 2. o leave
of absence permission to be absent
from work or, in the case of an MP, to
be away from the House of Commons

left /left/, Left noun 1. the political
parties which hold ideas in favour of
change and furthering the interests of
the working class and the poor 2. the
political ideas which support change,
especially in the interests of the work-
ing class and the poor o swing to the
left a movement of support towards
socialist principles o on the left with



Legislative Council

views that are more strongly progres-
sive and less conservative o She’s al-
ways been on the left of the Tory party.
COMMENT: The division of political par-
ties and political ideas into left, right
and centre dates from the French
Revolution when deputies in the Na-
tional Assembly sat on the left or right
of the chamber according to their
views. It was easiest to apply these la-
bels when socialists (left) parties
faced conservative (right) parties in
the middle years of the twentieth cen-
tury. Some commentators say the old
divisions of left and right are less and
less relevant in the modern world, but
they continue to be used.
leftism /'leftiz(o)m/ nounbelief in a
policy of liberal, socialist or commu-
nist political and social change or re-
form

leftist /'leftist/ adjective (usually
disapproving) supporting the views of
the left o The minister is showing left-
ist tendencies. m noun a person with
left-wing ideas

left-of-centre / left ov 'sento/ ad-
jective relating to political views that
are slightly left-wing

left wing /left 'wig/ noun the peo-
ple who are more strongly socialist
than others of their party o the left
wing of the Labour Party.

left-wing /left 'wip/ adjective
strongly favouring the left o She was
criticised for abandoning her left-
wing principles. o The party caucus
has been infiltrated by left-wing activ-
ists.

left-winger /left 'wiga/ noun a per-
son with left-wing political ideas

legal /'lizg(o)l/ adjective 1. accord-
ing to the law or allowed by the law o
The company’s action was completely
legal. 2. referring to the law o legal
advice

Legal Aid scheme /li:g(o)l 'erd
skitm/ noun the British government
scheme where a person with very little
money can have legal advice paid for
by the state

legalisation / li:golar'zeif(o)n/, le-
galization noun the process of mak-

ing something legal that was previous-
ly not legal
legalise /'li:golaiz/, legalize verb to
make something legal o a proposal to
legalise certain drugs
legality /li'gzliti/ noun the fact of
something being legal o They ques-
tioned the legality of the police action.
legally /'li:goli/ adjective according
to the law o In Australia, you are le-
gally obliged to vote. o legally bind-
ing enforced by law o signed a legally
binding agreement
legal system /lizg(s)l 'sistom/
noun the way in which the laws of a
particular country are used to judge
people in court
legate /'legot/ noun an official rep-
resentative of a government, especial-
ly a diplomat
legation /li'geif(o)n/ noun 1. a
group of diplomats representing their
country in another country at a lower
level than an embassy 2. a building in
which a group of diplomats below the
rank of ambassador works
legis » corpus legis
legislate /'ledzislert/ verbto make a
law o Parliament has legislated
against the sale of drugs or to prevent
the sale of drugs.
legislation / ledsi'slerf(o)n/ noun
laws or written rules which are passed
by a parliament and implemented by
the courts
‘...the greatest happiness of the greatest
number is the foundation of morals and
legislation’ [Jeremy Bentham]
legislative /'ledsislotiv/ adjective
relating to laws and the process or
function of making new laws o the leg-
islative processes o Parliament has a
legislative function.
Legislative Assembly
/ledzislat1v o'sembli/ noun the low-
er house of the legislature in Austral-
ian states, Canadian provinces, Costa
Rica, Panama and El Salvador
Legislative Branch /'ledzislotiv
bra:nt [/ noun same as legislature
Legislative Council /'ledzislativ
'kauns(a)l/ noun the upper house of



legislative day

the legislature in some Common-
wealth countries, e.g. in most South
Asian and Australian states

legislative day /'ledzislotiv der/
noun US the time from the start of a
meeting of one of the Houses of Con-
gress to its adjournment. The House of
Representatives usually adjourns at
the end of each day, but the Senate
may not, so that the Senate’s legisla-
tive day can last several calendar days.

legislative veto /ledszislotiv
'viitou/ noun in the USA, a clause
written into legislation which gives
powers to government agencies stat-
ing that Congress may override a deci-
sion taken by the agency using of
these powers

legislator /'led3islerto/ noun a per-
son who makes or passes laws, e.g. an
MP or a Congressman

legislature /'led3zislotfs/ noun 1. a
body such as a parliament which
makes laws o Members of the legisla-
ture voted against the proposal. Also
called Legislative Branch (NOTE:
The other two branches are the ex-
ecutive and the judicial.) 2. the build-
ing where a parliament meets o The
protesters marched towards the State
Legislature.

legitimation /1, dzit1'merf(o)n/
noun the way in which a political sys-
tem or part of a political system is giv-
en the respect of the people so that it
can do its work with authority (NOTE:
One of the functions of parliament is
said to be legitimation because laws
made by parliament are the work of
elected representatives of the peo-
ple.)

legitimise /li'dzitimaiz/, legiti-
mize verb to make something legiti-
mate and give it authority o The sup-
port of the Prime Minister has legiti-
mised attacks on the party activists.
legitimist /li'dzitimist/ noun a per-
son who supports the return to the
throne of the rightful king or the right-
ful descendant of the last king
Leninism /leniniz(e)m/ noun
Communist ideas put forward by the

Russian follower of Marx, Vladimir
Ilyich Lenin (1870 — 1924) who ruled
Russia after the Revolution of 1917
(NOTE: Lenin believed that Marxism
could be applied successfully only if
the proletariat was led by an intellec-
tual group which formed the main
leadership of a governing and au-
thoritarian party.)

Leninist /'leninist/ adjective refer-
ring to Leninism m noun a person who
supports and believes in Leninism

lese majesty /laiz 'madzosti/
noun a criminal offence against a ruler
or head of state

letters patent/ letoz 'pertont/ plu-
ral noun an official document from
the Crown, which gives someone the
exclusive right to do something, espe-
cially making and selling an invention

leveller /'lev(a)la/ noun somebody
who wants everyone in society to be
equal

levy /'levi/ noun a tax or extra pay-
ment placed on goods or services m
verb to collect a tax or an extra pay-
ment o fo levy a duty on the import of
computer parts o The government has
decided to levy a tax on imported cars.

liability /lara'biliti/ noun the state
of being legally responsible for paying
for damage or loss o The council has
admitted liability but the amount of
damages has not yet been agreed.

liable /'larob(o)l/ adjective being le-
gally responsible for paying for dam-
age or loss

Lib. abbreviation Liberal

Lib Dem /Iib 'dem/ abbreviation
Liberal Democrat

liberal /'lib(o)ral/ adjective 1. allow-
ing freedom to people or not control-
ling people o The government has
adopted a very liberal attitude to-
wards tax reform. (NOTE: To show the
difference between the different
meanings of the adjective, people
sometimes say ‘liberal with a small I
when not referring to political ideas.)
2. generous o He has given a liberal
donation to party funds. m noun a per-
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son who believes in individual free-
dom and the improvement of society

Liberal /'lib(o)rol/ adjective relating
to the Liberal Party in the United
Kingdom, Canada, or Australia =
noun a member or supporter of the
Liberal Party, e.g. in the United King-
dom, Canada, or Australia

liberal democracy /'lib(o)rol di
'mokrasi/ noun a political system that
has free elections, many political par-
ties, political decisions made by an in-
dependent legislature, independent
judges, and law enforcement by the
state

Liberal Democrat /lib(o)ral
'demokraet/ noun a member of the
British Liberal and Social Democratic
Party

Liberal Democratic Party
/'libral dema'kraetik 'paiti/ noun a
British political party formed in 1988
from the existing Liberal Party and
some members of the Social Demo-
cratic Party (NOTE: often called the
Lib Dems)

liberalism /'lib(o)roliz(e)m/ noun
the ideals and beliefs of liberals

Liberal Party /lib(o)ral pa:ti/
noun a political party which supports
some social change, some involve-
ment of the state in industry and wel-
fare, but opposes the centralisation of
government and has no fixed connec-
tions with either workers or employers
(NOTE: The British Liberal Party de-
veloped from the Whig Party of the
17th and 18th centuries. The name
Liberal was applied from the middle
of the 19th century onwards.)

Liberal Party of Australia
/'lib(a)ral 'pa:ti ov vs'trerlia/ noun a
conservative Australian political party
which has almost always been in coa-
lition with the National Party
liberation /,liba'rerf(a)n/ noun the
process of being set free from an op-
pressive regime

liberation theology /liba
're1f(a)n Bi'plad3i/ noun the religious
theory developed in Latin America,

which involves the church in finding
solutions to social problems

libertarian /liba'tesrion/ noun
someone who believes that people
should have complete freedom to
think and act as they wish

liberty /'libati/ noun freedom o lib-
erty of the individual the freedom for
each person to act within the law o lib-
erty of the press the freedom of news-
papers to publish what they want with-
in the law without censorship o liber-
ty of the subject the right of a citizen
to be free unless convicted of a crime
which is punishable by imprisonment
¢« at liberty 1. free or not in prison o
They are still at liberty while waiting
for charges to be brought. 2. free to do
something o You are at liberty to com-
plain if you are not satisfied with the
service of the department.

‘...liberty is the right to do everything

which the laws allow’ [Montesquieu]
licence /'lais(a)ns/ noun 1. official
permission to do something or to use
something o He granted his neighbour
a licence to use his field. (NOTE: The
US spelling is license.) 2. an official
document showing that someone has
permission to do something (NOTE:
The US spelling is license.) o im-
port licence, export licence a docu-
ment which allows goods to be im-
ported or exported o licence to sell
liquor, liquor licence a document giv-
en by a Magistrates’ Court allowing
someone to sell alcohol
license /'lars(o)ns/ verb to give
someone official permission to do
something o licensed to sell beers,
wines and spirits o to license a compa-
ny to produce spare parts o She is li-
censed to drive a bus. o She is licensed
to run an employment agency. m noun
US spelling of licence
lie upon the table /lar o,pon 05
'tetb(o)l/ verb (of a petition) to have
been put before the House of Com-
mons (NOTE: After a petition has
been presented by an MP it is said to
‘lie upon the table’.)
lieutenant /lef'tenont/ noun a US
police or fire department officer of a



lieutenant governor

rank above sergeant o The party lead-
er’s main lieutenant has decided to
quit Parliament.

lieutenant governor /lef tenant
'gav(9)na/ noun 1. an elected official
in a US state government of a rank be-
low governor 2. an official appointed
by the Canadian federal government
who acts for the Crown as the repre-
sentative of the British monarch in a
Canadian province

Lieutenant-Governor /lef tenont
'gav(9)na/ noun 1. a representative of
the British Crown in states or provinc-
es of countries which are members of
the Commonwealth o the Lieutenant-
Governor of Nova Scotia 2. US a dep-
uty to the governor of a state

life peer /'laif p1o/ noun a member
of the House of Lords who is appoint-
ed for life, and whose title is not inher-
ited when he or she dies

life peeress /'laif ,prores/ noun a
woman who is a life peer
limitrophe adjective on the border
between countries or areas (French)

Lincoln /'ligkan/, Abraham (1809-
65) 16th president of the United
States. 16th president of the United
States, he led the North to victory in
the US Civil War, and announced the
emancipation of slaves in the southern
states (1863). His Gettysburg Ad-
dress, delivered on 19 November
1863, became one of the great texts of
US history. He was assassinated by
John Wilkes Booth while attending a
performance at Ford’s Theatre in
Washington, DC.

Line of Control /lamn ov kon
'troul/ noun the line separating the ar-
eas of the disputed territory of Kash-
mir controlled by India and Pakistan,
established in 1972

lingua franca /liggwo 'frapko/
noun a language which serves as the
language of communication between
different countries or different regions
linkage /'ligkids/ noun progress to-
wards an objective which depends on
concessions made by the various par-
ties on other related issues

list system /'list ,sistom/ noun »
party list system

living standards /vy
,stendodz/ plural noun » standard
of living

Lloyd George /,1o1d 'd30:d3/, Dav-
id, 1st Earl of Dwyfor (1863-1945)
the last Liberal prime minister of the
United Kingdom (1916-22)

Lloyd’s Register / 1o1dz 'red3ists/
noun a list showing details of all the
ships in the world

lobby /'Ipbi/ noun 1. » division lob-
by 2. a group of people which tries to
influence MPs or the passage of legis-
lation o the car lobby people who try
to persuade MPs that cars should be
encouraged and not restricted o the
environmentalist lobby group who
try to persuade MPs that the environ-
ment must be protected, pollution
stopped, etc. 3. the group of journal-
ists attached to the House of Com-
mons, who are given information in
regular official meetings by senior
ministers or their assistants m verb to
ask someone such as an MP or local
official to do something on your be-
half o A group of local businessmen
has gone to London to lobby their
MPs on the problems of unemploy-
ment in the area.

lobby correspondent /'Iobi kor1
,spondant/ noun a journalist who is
one of those attached to the House of
Commons who receive information
from ministers in regular official
meetings

lobby fodder /,Iobi 'foda/ noun or-
dinary MPs who vote as their party
tells them without thinking

lobbyist /'Iobiist/ noun a person
who is paid to represent a pressure
group

lobby system /'Iobi 'sistom/ noun
the system of employing professional
lobbyists to attempt to influence polit-
ical policy

local authority /,louk(o)l o:'Ooriti/
noun a section of elected government
which runs an area, e.g. a district
council
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Local Commissioner /'louk(a)l

ko'mif(o)na/, Local Government
Ombudsman /'louk(a)1
'gav(9)nmont 'ombudzmon/ noun

an official who investigates com-
plaints against local authorities

local council /'louk(a)l 'kaunsal/
noun same as council noun 2

local election /'louk(a)l 1'lekfan/
noun the elections to choose repre-
sentatives for local government or for
a town, city or county council. Also
called municipal elections

local government /louk(o)l
'gav(9)nmont/ noun administration
and politics at the level below national
government, e.g. county and borough
councils
COMMENT: Local government in Eng-
land and Wales is a two-tier system:
county councils, with non-metropoli-
tan district councils under them, and
metropolitan district councils which
are self-governing large urban areas.
In Scotland there are nine large Re-
gional Councils instead of county
councils.
Local Government Ombuds-
man /'lauk(a)1 'gav(9)nmont
'pmbudzmon/ noun same as Local
Commissioner
Locke, John /Iok/ noun the English
philosopher (1632-1704) who justi-
fied the overthrow of royal power in
England and the creation of a system
based on the power of parliament
(NOTE: Locke believed that the power
of a government was based on a
contract between the government
and the people, and that if the gov-
ernment broke their side of the con-
tract the people did not have to obey
it.)
Lodge /Ind3/ noun the official resi-
dence of the Australian prime minister
in Canberra
logroll /'Ingravl/ verb to agree with
political colleagues that each will sup-
port the other’s piece of legislation
logrolling /'lograuliy/ noun an un-
derstanding between colleagues in a
legislature that each will support the
other’s piece of legislation

Lok Sabha noun the lower house of
Parliament in India (NOTE: The upper
house is the Rajya Sabha.)

London Mayor /landon meo/
noun the directly elected mayor of
Greater London, a job first created in
2000 (NOTE: Ken Livingstone was
elected first mayor of London in 2000
as an independent candidate, having
failed to secure the nomination of the
Labour Party. He was re-elected, this
time as a Labour candidate, in
2004.)

loophole /'lu:phaul/ noun a mistake
in a law or contract which allows peo-
ple to avoid their obligations o The
measure was largely introduced to
close a loophole in the law.

lord /15:d/ noun 1. a member of the
House of Lords 2. Lord a title given to
barons and to the sons of dukes or
marquesses
COMMENT: When used for a baron, the
title is given with the family name:
Lord Smith; but when used for the son
of a duke or marquess, the Christian
name is used as well: Lord James
Stuart.
Lord Advocate /lo:d 'edvokat/
noun a member of the government
who is one of the two Law Officers in
Scotland

Lord Chamberlain /Jo:d
't fermbalin/, Lord Great Chamber-
lain noun a hereditary peer with vari-
ous ceremonial duties especially for
the sovereign (NOTE: Under the
changes to the House of Lords, the
Lord Chamberlain remains a mem-
ber of the House despite being an
hereditary peer.)

Lord Chancellor /,1o:d 'tfa:nsala/
noun a member of the government
and cabinet who presides over the de-
bates in the House of Lords, is respon-
sible for the administration of justice,
plays an important role in appointing
judges, and who is the most important
judge in England (NOTE: In 2003 the
government announced plans to
abolish the office of Lord Chancellor,
which was thought to be incompati-
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ble with the independence of the ju-
diciary.)

Lord Chief Justice /lo:d tfi:f
'dzastis/ noun the chief judge of the
Queen’s Bench Division of the High
Court, and second most important
judge after the Lord Chancellor

Lord Justice /,1o:d 'dzastis/ noun
the title given to a judge who is a
member of the House of Lords (NOTE:
It is sometimes written as LJ after
the name: Smith LJ)

Lord Justice Clerk / 1o:d ,d3astis
'kla:k/ noun the second most impor-
tant judge in the Scottish High Court
of Justiciary (NOTE: It is sometimes
written as LJ after the name: Smith
LJ)

Lord Justice General /lo:d
,d3astis 'dzen(a)ral/ noun the most
important judge in the Scottish High
Court of Judiciary

Lord Lieutenant / 1o:d lef'tenont/
noun a person who is a representative
of the Crown in a county

Lord Mayor / 15:d 'meo/ noun in the
United Kingdom except Scotland, the
mayor of a large city such as London
or Dublin, elected for a year by other
councillors. » Lord Provost

Lord of Appeal /lo:d ov o'pi:l/,
Lord of Appeal in Ordinary /lo:d
ov 9,piil In 'o:d(9)n(a)ri/ noun one of
the law lords who sit as judges in the
House of Lords when the House is act-
ing as a Court of Appeal (NOTE: Re-
forms proposed in 2003-4 are likely
to remove these law lords from the
House of Lords and set up a sepa-
rate Supreme Court.)

Lord of Appeal in Ordinary
/lo:d av 9,pi:l 1n 'a:d(a)n(a)ri/ noun
same as Lord of Appeal

Lord Ordinary /,15:d 's:d(s)n(a)ri/
noun a judge of the upper house of the
Scottish Court of Session

Lord President /1o:d 'prezidont/
noun a judge of the Scottish Court of
Session

Lord President of the Council
/lo:d prezident av 0a 'kauns(9)l/
noun a senior member of the govern-

ment and member of the House of
Lords who is the head of the Privy
Council Office and has other duties
given by the Prime Minister

Lord Privy Seal /,1o:d ,privi 'si:l/
noun a senior member of the govern-
ment, often a member of Cabinet, with
duties given by the Prime Minister

Lord Protector /lo:d pra'tekta/
noun the title taken by Oliver
Cromwell during the Protectorate

Lord Provost / lo:d 'provast/ noun
in Scotland, the chairperson of the city
councils of Glasgow, Edinburgh, Ab-
erdeen and Dundee, elected by the
other councillors. » Lord Mayor

Lords /Io:dz/ plural noun the House
of Lords as a whole, or the members
of the House of Lords o The Bill goes
before the Lords next week. o The
Lords voted to amend the Bill.

Lords Spiritual / 15:dz 'spirit fual/
noun the archbishops and bishops
who are members of the House of
Lords, not associated with a political
party (NOTE: The Archbishop of Can-
terbury, the Archbishop of York, the
Bishops of London, Durham and
Winchester and 21 other bishops, in
order of seniority, are the Lords Spir-
itual.)

Lords Temporal /Jo:dz
'temp(a)ral/ noun the members of the
House of Lords who are not bishops

lose /lu:z/ verb 1. not to win some-
thing such as an election, vote or court
case o The government lost the vote of
no confidence. o The government is
going to lose the next election. o He
lost his appeal to the House of Lords.
o She lost her case for compensation.
o the motion was lost the motion did
not receive enough votes to be ap-
proved 2. not to have something any
more o He lost his seat at the last elec-
tion. o The Opposition lost several
seats in the council election. 3. to have
less money o He lost £25,000 in his fa-
ther’s computer company. 4. to drop
to a lower price o The dollar lost two
cents against the pound. o Gold shares
lost 5% on the market yesterday.



Lumpenproletariat

loudspeaker van /laud'spiko
ven/ noun a vehicle with a loud-
speaker so that political or other mes-
sages can be delivered to people in the
streets and adjacent houses (NOTE:
The US term is sound truck.)
lower chamber /,lous 'tfermbo/,
lower house noun one of the two
parts of a parliament that has two
chambers, e.g. the British House of
Commons or the American House of
Representatives. » upper chamber
(NOTE: In practice the House of Com-
mons is now far more important than
the House of Lords, although it is still
called the lower house. The Senate
and House of Representatives in the
USA are considered 'co-equal’, but
the Senate is still the upper house
there.)

Loya Jerga /'lo1o 'd33:go/ noun the
Grand Council in Afghanistan, which
is a type of parliament

loyal /'lo10l/ adjective continuing to
support somebody or something o He

has been loyal to the party, even
though the leader criticised him in
public.

loyalist /'lowolist/ noun a person
who continues to support something,
especially a king or political party
Loyalist /'Ioralist/ noun a Northern
Ireland Protestant who supports the
continuation of Northern Ireland’s po-
litical union with Britain

loyally /'lo1oli/ adverb in a way that
supported something even in difficult
situations o She has served the council
loyally for ten years.

loyalty /'lorolti/ noun support given
out of a sense of duty and respect o All
the members of the government have
sworn an oath of loyalty to the Presi-
dent.

Lumpenproletariat noun in the
philosophy of Marxism, the ordinary
workers who are not strongly interest-
ed in Marxism



M

Maastricht Treaty /'ma:strikt
trirti/ noun the treaty of 1st Novem-
ber 1993 by which the member states
of the European Community estab-
lished the European Union. It signifi-
cantly extended the scope of the previ-
ous treaties, preparing the way for the
adoption of the single European cur-
rency, adopting a Social Chapter
which gave rights to workers,
strengthening European institutions
and suggesting further scope for de-
velopment in the fields of education,
justice, defence and foreign policy.
The British Prime Minister at the time,
John Major, signed the treaty with the
exclusion of the Single Currency and
the Social Chapter. In trying to have
the treaty ratified by Parliament, Ma-
jor’s Conservative government almost
fell from power. Also called Treaty of
Maastricht (NOTE: Maastricht is a
town in the southeastern part of the
Netherlands.)

MacDonald /mok'donald/, Ram-
say (1866-1937) a founder member
of the Labour Party and the United
Kingdom’s first Labour prime minis-
ter (1924, 1929-35)

mace /meis/ noun a large ornamen-
tal stick, made of gold or silver, which
is ceremonially placed on the table in
the House of Commons or House of
Lords, or in some local council cham-
bers to show that business can begin

COMMENT: The significance of the
mace in the House of Commons is so
great that if it is not on the table, no
business can be done. The mace is
carried by the Serjeant at Arms in offi-
cial processions. It is kept under the
table in the House of Commons and
placed on the table at the beginning of
each sitting. It is taken off the table

when the House goes into Committee.
In the House of Lords, the mace is
placed on the Woolsack. Local author-
ities usually also have maces which
are carried in front of the mayor on
ceremonial occasions by the mace-
bearer, and often placed on the table
at full council meetings. In the US
House of Representatives, the mace
is placed beside the Speaker's chair
when the House is in session. There is
no mace in the Senate, but a ceremo-
nial gavel is placed on the vice-presi-
dent’s desk when the Senate is in ses-
sion.

mace-bearer /'meis ,beara/ noun

the official who carries a mace in pro-

cession

Machiavellian / ma&kis'velion/ ad-
jective using trickery and dishonesty
to achieve what you want. Compare
Byzantine
COMMENT: The lItalian writer, Niccolo
Machiavelli (1469-1527) published a
book The Prince in 1516. In it Machia-
velli encouraged rulers to ignore all
the rules of morality in the pursuit of
power, but to try at the same time to
appear to be acting morally.
machine /moa'fi:n/ noun 1. a com-
plicated mechanical tool which can do
difficult, heavy and repetitive jobs bet-
ter than an individual person 2. the
people and system used to achieve or
control something o fo get the party
machine geared up for the next elec-
tion o the Allied war machine o an ef-
fective propaganda machine

machinery /ma'[i:nari/ noun an es-
tablished organisation or system for
achieving something o the local gov-
ernment machinery or the machinery
of local government o the machinery
for awarding government contracts o
The council’s administrative machin-
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ery seems to have broken down in this
case.

Macmillan /mok'milon/, Harold,
1st Earl of Stockton (1894-1986)
prime minister of the United Kingdom
(1957-63). twice Conservative prime
minister (1957-63) during which time
many former British colonies became
independent.

Madam /'medom/ noun a formal
way of addressing a woman, especial-
ly one whom you do not know, some-
times used in front of the title of a post
o Madam Chairman a formal way of
addressing the chair of a committee
who is a woman o Madam Speaker
the correct way to address a woman
Speaker in the Commons

Magna Carta /magno 'ka:to/
noun the Great Charter, granted by
King John in 1215, which gave his
subjects  political and personal
freedoms
COMMENT: The Magna Carta is sup-
posed to be the first step taken to-
wards democratic rule, since it gave
political power to the aristocracy and
reduced the power of the King to over-
ride the law. It did not give power to
the ordinary people, but confirmed the
rights of the individual to own property
and receive impartial justice.
maiden speech / meid(o)n 'spizt|/
noun the first speech by a new MP in
the House of Commons

mailbag /'meilbeg/ noun US same
as postbag

mainstream /'meinstriim/ noun
the opinions held by a majority of peo-
ple o He is in the mainstream of Con-
servative politics. o Environmentally-
friendly policies quickly entered the
mainstream.

majesty /'madzosti/ noun an im-
pressive or royal quality, or appear-
ance o the majesty of the State Open-
ing of Parliament

Majesty /'madzosti/ noun a title
given to a King or Queen o His Majes-
ty, the King o Their Majesties, the
King and Queen o ‘Your Majesty, the
Ambassador has arrived’ o on Her
Majesty’s Service words printed on

official letters from government de-
partments. Abbr OHMS. » Her Majes-
ty’s Stationery Office
majeure /me'33:/» force majeure
Majlis noun the Consultative Assem-
bly in Iran, Saudi Arabia, Oman and
Turkmenistan, which is a type of par-
liament
Major /'meidzo/, John (b. 1943)
Conservative prime minister of the
United Kingdom(1990-97)
majoritarian  /mo,d3orit'eorion/
adjective relating to control by the
majority in any group of people =
noun someone who supports the view
that a group should be controlled in
the way decided on by the majority of
its members
majority /mo'dzporiti/ noun 1. a
larger group than any other o a major-
ity of members more than 50% of
MPs or councillors o the cabinet ac-
cepted the proposal by a majority of
ten to seven ten members of the cabi-
net voted to accept and seven voted
against 2. the age at which someone
becomes responsible for his or her ac-
tions and can be given the rights and
responsibilities of an adult

COMMENT: The age of majority in the

UK and US is eighteen.
majority decision /mo'd3priti di
,S13(2)n/ noun a decision made after a
vote according to the wishes of the
larger group
majority leader /mo,d3priti 'lizdo/
noun US the spokesman for the ma-
jority party in the House of Represent-
atives or the Senate, elected by other
members of the party
majority rule /mo'dzoriti ru:l/
noun control of a group of people ac-
cording to the decision of the majority
of its members
majority system /mo dzpriti
'sistom/ noun the system of voting
where half the votes plus one more
must be cast for a proposal for it to be
accepted
majority vote /mo'dzoriti vout/
noun a vote for or against a proposal
of more than half of the people voting
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majority whip /mo'd3oriti wip/
noun US one of the assistants to ma-
jority leaders in the House of Repre-
sentatives or the Senate, whose re-
sponsibility is to make sure the mem-
bers of their party vote

maladministration / malod,minr
'stre1f(9)n/ noun managing a busi-
ness or a government organisation in a
bad or dishonest way o The ombuds-
man found the council guilty of
maladministration.

malcontent /'malkontent/ noun
someone who is unhappy or not satis-
fied with a particular system

manage /'manid3/ verb 1. to direct
or to be in charge of a business or or-
ganisation o fo manage a department
o to manage a branch office 2. to suc-
ceed in doing something 3. to use
money or time successfully

management /'menidzmaont/
noun 1. the activity of directing or
running a business o to study manage-
ment o good management or efficient
management 2. a group of managers
or directors

manager /'manidzs/ noun 1. the
head of a department 2. a person in
charge of a branch or shop 3. a politi-
cian who helps in the detailed business
of running a political party or a legis-
lative body 4. US a member of the
House of Representatives or Senate,
elected to represent the chamber in a
conference to discuss differences of
opinion over a bill

mandarin /'mandorin/ noun o
Whitehall mandarin an important
British civil servant (informal)

mandate /'mendert/ noun the au-
thority given to a person or group to
do something for somebody else o The
government has a mandate from the
people to carry out the plans put for-
ward in its manifesto. (NOTE: In the
case of a democratic government
the mandate is given by the elec-
tors.) o to seek a new mandate to try
to be re-elected to a position m verb 1.
to give a government the authority to
carry out policies o The government

has been mandated to revise the tax
system. 2. to give a person authority to
vote for a group o The delegates were
mandated to vote on behalf of their
membership.

mandatory /'mendot(o)ri/ adjec-
tive required by law o a mandatory
pension provision

mandatory meeting
/,mendat(a)ri 'mirtiy/ noun a meet-
ing which must be held, or a meeting
which all members have to attend

manhood suffrage /‘manhud
'safridz/ noun the right to vote given
to all adult men

Manifest Destiny /'meni fest
'destoni/ noun a belief held in the
19th century that the United States
had the God-given right to expand into
and control the whole North American
continent

manifesto / manr'festou/ noun a
written public statement of the aims
and policies of a group or party o The
Labour Party manifesto was published
at the beginning of the election cam-
paign. o Will the government imple-
ment all its manifesto promises?

Mansion House /'manfon haus/
noun the official residence of the Lord
Mayor of London

manual /'manjusl/ noun 1. a book
which explains how a piece of equip-
ment works 2. US a book which ex-
plains the organisation and procedures
of the Houses of Congress

Maoism /'mauviz(a)m/ noun the
communist ideas developed by Mao
Zedong

COMMENT: Maoism is different from
Marxism, because it is based on the
wisdom of the people as a whole. Par-
ty officials and technical experts can
be criticised if they do not follow the
people’s wishes. Maoists also believe
that Communist principles may be
adapted to different circumstances in
different countries, though the basic
aim of imposing Communism is most
important and is to be achieved by
force if necessary.

Maoist /'mauist/ adjective referring
to Maoism m noun a person who fol-
lows the ideas taught by Mao Zedong
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Mao Zedong /,mav zer 'doy/ noun
a dictator (1893-1976) who was
chairman of the People’s Republic of
China form 1949 until his death and
head of the Chinese Communist Party.
He developed Marx’s ideas of com-
munism into Maoism. Also called
Chairman Mao

march /ma:t [/ noun a political pro-
test in the form of an organised walk
through the streets by a group of peo-
ple in support of a cause

marchioness /ma:[a'nes/ noun
the wife or widow of a marquess
marginal /'ma:d3zin(e)l/ adjective
not very large o The rate increases had
only a marginal effect on the council’s
loan repayments. m noun also mar-
ginal constituency or marginal
seat a constituency where the sitting
MP has a small majority o The swing
in several crucial marginals showed
that the government was going to lose
the election. o MPs representing mar-
ginal seats are worried about the gov-
ernment’s poor showing in the opin-
ion polls.

market /'ma:kit/ noun 1. a place
where goods are sold, often in the
open air 2. a place where a product
might be sold or a group of people
who might buy a product o the home
market o overseas markets o We want
to increase our activity in the Europe-
an Market. 3. the trade or business in
a particular type of goods o the prop-
erty market o the job market 4. the
economic system of buying and sell-
ing goods o We need to let prices find
their market level.

market forces /maikit 'forsiz/
plural noun economic pressure caused
by free trade and not governed by the
action of the government o The gov-
ernment decided to stop paying subsi-
dies to the farmers and to leave food
supply to market forces

mark up /,ma:k 'ap/ verb o to mark
up a bill US to make changes to a bill
as it goes through committee

marquess /'ma:kwis/ noun a mem-
ber of the nobility, the rank below a

duke (NOTE: The wife of a marquess
is a marchioness.)

marshal /'ma:[(a)l/ noun 1. in some
US cities, the head of the fire or police
service 2. in some US cities, a law en-
forcement officer

martial /'ma:[(s)l/ adjective relating
to war, fighting or military forces o
martial music

martial law / ma:[(o)l '1o:/ noun the
rule of a country or part of a country
by the army on the orders of the main
government, the ordinary law having
been suspended o The president im-
posed or declared martial law in two
provinces. o The government lifted
martial law.

Martin /'ma:tin/, Paul (b. 1938) Ca-
nadian prime minister (2003-)

Marx, Karl /ma:ks/ noun the Ger-
man philosopher (1818-83) who lived
most of his life in London and whose
ideas were the inspiration for commu-
nism (NOTE: Marx believed that peo-
ple all over the world would eventual-
ly live in a state of perfect liberation,
free from government, social class
and misleading ideas. Lenin, Stalin
and Mao changed Marx’s ideas in or-
der to maintain themselves as dicta-
tors.)

Marxism /'ma:ks,1z(o)m/ noun the
communist ideas of Karl Marx

Marxism-Leninism
/maiksiz(a)m 'leniniz(o)m/ noun
Marxism adapted by the inclusion of
Lenin’s ideas that imperialism is the
final stage of capitalism and that the
focus of class struggle should shift
from industrialised to nonindustrial-
ised societies

Marxist /'ma:ksist/ adjective refer-
ring to Marxism o a Marxist analysis
of economic history o The book is an
account of Marxist ideology. m noun a
person who supports the ideas of Karl
Marx

Master of the Rolls / ma:sts ov
39 'roulz/ noun the judge who pre-
sides over the Court of Appeal
matter /'mats/ noun a problem or
issue to be discussed o the most im-



matters arising

portant matter on the agenda o We
shall consider first the matter of last
month’s fall in prices. o matter of
concern an issue which causes con-
cern m verb to be important o Does it
matter if the staff are paid a day late?

matters arising / metoz a'raiziy/
plural noun a section in a meeting,
where problems or questions which
refer to items in the minutes of the pre-
vious meeting can be discussed

mayor /meas/ noun 1. a person who is
elected by the public as the official in
control of a city, as in London or New
York (NOTE: ‘Mayor’ is also used in
English to apply to persons holding
similar positions in other countries:
the Mayor of Berlin;, the Mayor of
Paris; the Mayor of New York.) 2. an
honorary title held for a year by a town
councillor who has been elected to the
position by the other councillors. The
Mayor may act as chair of the council
and has a role in civic, social and char-
itable activities in the town. » » Lord
Mayor
COMMENT: Previously, a mayor was
the head of the elected government of
a town and the head of the majority
party. The mayors responsibilities
have now been taken over by the
Council Leader, and the office of may-
or is largely ceremonial. It is an hon-
our often given to a long-serving or
distinguished councillor. In Scotland,
a mayor is called a Provost. In the
USA, mayors are elected by popular
vote, and appoint their team to run the
various departments in a city. In 1999
Londoners voted in a referendum to
have a directly-elected mayor with lim-
ited powers over transport and police.
Other towns and cities have also been
given the power to have such an offi-
cial, but only one in three have chosen
to do so after referendums have been
held.

mayoral /'‘meor(o)l/ noun referring
to a mayor o mayoral duties
mayoralty /'meor(o)lti/ noun the
position of a mayor

mayoress /meoar'es/ noun the wife
of a mayor, or another woman chosen

by the mayor as an official partner for
the term of office

mayor-making /'mes  merkip/
noun a ceremony which takes place at
a council’s Annual Meeting, when the
new mayor is invested with the chain
of office

Mbeki /om'beki/, Thabo (b. 1942)
president of South Africa (1999-)

McCarthyism  /mo'ka:0iiz(o)m/
noun the policy of searching for Com-
munists or Communist sympathisers
in the USA in the 1950s (NOTE: Sena-
tor Joseph McCarthy was the lead-
ing figure on the committee which
questioned Americans, among them
prominent figures from the world of
films and entertainment, about their
political beliefs, and ruined their ca-
reers if they showed communist
sympathies.  McCarthyism  was
strongly opposed in the 1950s by
many people in America and thor-
oughly discredited by the 1960s.)

means of production /mi:nz ov
pra'dakfen/ plural noun in Marxism,
the raw materials, machinery and oth-
er things needed to manufacture goods

means test /'miinz test/ noun a
test to see if someone is entitled to
government financial assistance be-
cause they have a low income

measure /'me3zo/ noun 1. a way of
calculating size or quantity 2. an ac-
tion taken to deal with a problem, e.g.
a law passed by Parliament o a gov-
ernment measure to reduce crime in
the inner cities o This is one of a series
of measures to be introduced in the
next session of Parliament. o as a pre-
cautionary measure to prevent some-
thing taking place m verb 1. to find out
the size or quantity of something 2. o
to measure the government’s or the
company’s performance to judge
how well the government or the com-
pany is doing

media /'mi:dio/ noun the newspa-
pers, radio and television o The main
way that people learn about politics
today is through the media.

mediate /'mi:diert/ verb to try to
make the two sides in an argument
come to an agreement o to mediate be-
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tween the manager and staff o to me-
diate in a dispute

mediation / mi:dr'er[(a)n/ noun an
attempt by a third party to make the
two sides in an argument agree o The
employers refused an offer of govern-
ment mediation.

mediatise /'mi:diotarz/ verb to take
control of another country while al-
lowing its ruler to have some part in
governing it

mediator /'mi:dicerto/ noun a per-
son who attempts to make the two
sides in an argument agree

megalomania /megolou'mernio/
noun extreme pleasure in someone’s
own power or importance

megalomaniac /,megalou
'menizk/ adjective, noun a person
who takes extreme pleasure in their
own power and importance

member /'membo/ noun 1. a person
who belongs to a group or a society 2.
a Member of Parliament, or a member
of Congress o the member for Oxford
o the newly elected member for Wind-
sor 3. a person elected to a local coun-
cil o The members asked for a report
from the planning officer. o Officers
must carry out the wishes of members.
4. an organisation or country which
belongs to a group o the members of
the United Nations o the member
countries of the European Free Trade
Association o the member companies
of a trade association

Member of Congress /'membo
ov 'kopgres/ noun someone who is
elected to the US Congress, especially
to the House of Representatives

Member of Parliament / membor
av 'pa:lomant/ noun a person elected
to represent the people of an area of
the United Kingdom in parliament.
Abbr MP

COMMENT: Any British subject over 21
is eligible for election as an MP, but
the following are disqualified: peers,
ministers of the Church of Scotland,
persons holding a paid job granted
them by the monarch, judges, civil
servants, bankrupts, people who are

insane, and some categories of pris-

oners.
Member of the European Par-
liament /, membo ov 05 ,jusrapizon
'pa:lomant/ noun a person elected to
represent the people of an area of Eu-
rope in the European Parliament. Abbr
MEP

Member of the Northern Ire-
land Assembly /‘membs ov 31
'no:0(9)n ‘'aralond/ noun a person
elected to represent the people of an
area of Northern Ireland in the de-
volved representative body. Abbr
MNIA

Member of the Scottish Parlia-
ment /'membo ov O1 'skotif
'pa:lomant/ noun a person elected to
represent the people of an area of
Scotland in the devolved assembly.
Abbr MSP

Member of the Welsh Assem-
bly /'memba av 01 wel|/ noun a per-
son elected to represent the people of
an area of Wales in the devolved rep-
resentative body. Abbr MWA

Members’ Gallery /'memboz
.geelari/ nounthe seats in the House of
Commons for visitors invited by
Members of Parliament

membership /'membafip/ noun 1.
the fact of belonging to a group o
membership qualifications o condi-
tions of membership o to pay your
membership or your membership fees
o Is Iceland going to apply for mem-
bership of the European Union? 2. all
the members of a group o The mem-
bership was asked to vote for the new
president.

Member State /'membs steit/
noun one of the countries that is part
of the European Union

memo /'memau/ noun a short note

memorandum / mems'r&ndom/,
memo /'memau/ noun 1. a short writ-
ten statement about a subject from of-
ficials to other officials o a memoran-
dum to all the Chief Officers about the
new arrangements 2. a written com-
munication circulated among diplo-
mats, especially one that summarises



memorial

a country’s position on an issue 3. a
written summary of a legal document
4. amemo (formal)

memorial /mi'mo:riol/ noun 1. a
written statement of facts presented by
a group of citizens, asking a legisla-
ture such as a parliament or town
council to perform some action 2. a
ceremony which is performed in order
to remember an important event or
person, or a building or statue which is
created to remember something or
somebody

Memorial Day /mo'mo:risl der/
noun a public holiday in the USA to
remember those who died in wars, cel-
ebrated at the end of May

memorialise /mi'mozrislaiz/ verb
to present a memorial accompanying a
petition to a person or group in power

memorialist /mr'mo:riolist/ noun
someone who writes, supports or
presents a memorial accompanying a
petition

MEP abbreviation Member of the
European Parliament (NOTE: The plu-
ral is MEPs.)

mercenary /'m3:s(e)n(a)ri/ noun a
soldier who fights for a foreign coun-
try for money

meritocracy / mer1'tokrasi/ nouna
society where people of ability have
higher status than people of inherited
wealth and good birth

merit system /'merit ‘'sistom/
noun in the USA, the way in which
the majority of civil servants and ap-
pointments to the federal bureaucracy
are permanent specialists who win
their jobs by a competitive selection
process (NOTE: Most of the important
figures in the federal bureaucracy
are appointed by the spoils system,
which means they are temporary ap-
pointments made by the incoming
President.)

mesocracy /mez'vkrasi/ noun a
society governed by the middle class

Met /met/ abbreviation Metropolitan
Police

metropolis /mi'tropolis/ noun a
very large town, usually the capital of
a country
metropolitan  /metra'polit(a)n/
adjective referring to a large city
metropolitan county /metro
'polit(d)n 'kavnti/ noun in England,
any of the six large urban administra-
tive units that existed in the system of
local government in force between
1974 and 1986
metropolitan district /metro
'polit(9)n 'distrikt/ noun in England,
any of the principal units of local gov-
ernment that used to be metropolitan
counties, each with an elected council
Metropolitan District Council
/,metrapolit(s)n ,drstrikt
'kavns(9)l/ noun in England and
Wales, a large administrative area cov-
ering an urban area
Metropolitan Police
/,metrapolit(a)n pa'lits/ noun the po-
lice force of Greater London
COMMENT: The higher ranks in the
Metropolitan Police are Deputy As-
sistant Commissioner,  Assistant
Commissioner, and Commissioner.
Metropolitan Police Commis-
sioner /metrapolit(o)n po lizs ko
'mif(a)na/ noun the head of the Met-
ropolitan Police
MFN abbreviation most-favoured na-
tion
MHA abbreviation Member of the
House of Assembly
MI5, MI6 noun the British govern-
ment intelligence agencies (NOTE:
The US equivalent is the Central In-
telligence Agency.)
COMMENT: MI5 (or the Security Serv-
ice) is concerned with national securi-
ty, in particular counter-terrorism and
counter-espionage. MI6 (or the Secret
Intelligence Service) is concerned
with obtaining information about other
countries which may be of use to the
government’s defence, security, eco-
nomic and foreign services.
Middle America /mid(e) o
'mertka/ noun a section of the middle
class in the United States regarded as
politically conservative with tradition-
al social and moral values
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Middle East /'mid(a)l 'i:st/ noun
countries to the east of Egypt and west
of Pakistan

Middle England /,;mid(a)l
'iyglond/ noun a section of the middle
class in England regarded as political-
ly conservative with traditional social
and moral values
middle-of-the-road /mid(s)l ov
39 'roud/ adjective not extreme
(informal) o middle-of-the-road polit-
ical opinions

midterm /mid'ta:m/ adjective re-
lating to the middle of a term of office
militant /'militont/ adjective, noun
very actively supporting and working
for a cause o The speaker was shouted
down by militant environmental cam-
paigners.

Militant Tendency /'militont
'tendonsi/ noun a former Trotskyite
faction of the Labour Party, active in
the 1970s and 1980s

militarise /'militoraiz/ verb to
greatly strengthen a country’s armed
forces

militarism /'militoriz(o)m/ noun 1.
strong influence or control by military
leaders on the government or policies
of a country or state 2. a government
policy of greatly strengthening a
country’s armed forces

military /'milit(o)ri/ adjective refer-
ring to the armed services o a period
of military rule government by the
army o The country was ruled by a
military government for nine years. o
The military dictatorship has agreed
to return to civilian rule next year. m
noun o the Military the Army
military attaché /milit(o)ri o
'tefer/ noun an army officer who
works in an embassy and reports on
military affairs to his or her home gov-
ernment

Mill, John Stuart /mil/ noun the
British philosopher (1806-73) whose
best known work of political philoso-
phy is On Liberty (NOTE: Mill argued
that people should be free to do any-
thing they liked as long as it did not
harm others.)

Min. abbreviation 1. Minister 2. Min-
istry

minibudget / mmi'badzit/ noun a
statement of the government’s finan-
cial position and plans made at some
point before the main annual budget

minimum  wage /minimam
'werds/ noun the lowest hourly wage
which a company can legally pay its
workers, set at a rate decided by the
government

minister /'ministo/ noun a senior
diplomat below the rank of ambassa-
dor

Minister, Minister of the Crown
noun a member of a government who
is in charge of a department o a gov-
ernment minister o the Minister of In-
formation or the Information Minister
o the Minister of Foreign Affairs or the
Foreign Minister o the Minister of Jus-
tice or the Justice Minister
COMMENT: In the USA, heads of gov-
ernment departments have the title of
secretary: the Secretary for Com-
merce; in the UK, ministers in charge
of government departments have the
title of Secretary of State: the Secre-
tary of State for Defence.
Minister for the Civil Service
/'minista fo Or1 'stv(9)l 's3:1vis/ noun
a former British government post,
now combined with that of Prime
Minister

ministerial / min1'stroriol/ adjec-
tive referring to a minister o ministeri-
al responsibilities o The ministerial
car was waiting at the airport.

ministerial tribunal / minrstrorisl
trar'bjuin(a)l/ nouna sort of court set
up by a government minister to hear
appeals from local courts of a similar
sort

Minister of State /ministo ov
'stert/ noun a member of a govern-
ment who is in charge of a section of a
government department. Also called
junior minister, Under-Secretary
of State

Minister-President /'ministo
'prezidant/ noun in Germany, the ti-
tle of the premier in a Land
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Minister without Portfolio
/minists wri,daut po:t'foulisu/ noun
a minister who does not have respon-
sibility for any particular department

ministry /'ministri/ noun 1. a de-
partment of state in the government o
a ministry official or an official from
the ministry o She works in the Minis-
try of Finance or the Finance Ministry.
o He is in charge of the Ministry of In-
formation or of the Information Minis-
try. (NOTE: In Britain and the USA,
important ministries are called de-
partments: the Department of
Trade; the Commerce Department.)
2. a government o during the Wilson
ministry when the government head-
ed by Prime Minister Wilson was in
office

Ministry of Defence / ministri ov
di'fens/ noun a government depart-
ment in charge of the armed forces

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
/ministri ov forin o'feaz/ noun a
government department dealing with a
country’s relations with other coun-
tries (NOTE: The UK equivalent is the
Foreign Office and the US equiva-
lent is the State Department.)

minor /'maind/ noun a person less
than eighteen years old o Minors can-
not vote in a general election.

minoritarianism /mar,nori
'tearioniz(9)m/ noun support for or
political action on behalf of a minority

minority /mar'noriti/ noun 1. a
number or quantity which is less than
half of the total o A minority of council
members opposed the chairman. o
Only a small minority of football sup-
porters get involved in violence. o in
the minority being fewer than half o
the small parties are in the minority on
the local council 2. a small group of
people who differ in some way from a
large group o It’s only a minority of
the supporters who are violent and
causing trouble. 3. a part of a society
that differs from the rest of it in some
way, especially in ethnic background,
religion or culture 4. being less than
eighteen years old, or the time when

someone is less than eighteen years
old o A person is not liable for debts
contracted during minority.

minority government /mar, noriti
'gav(e)nmoant/ noun a government
which does not have majority over all
other groups in the House of Com-
mons

minority leader /mar,noriti 'li:ds/
noun US the person who speaks for
the minority party in the House or
Senate, elected by other members of
the party

minority report /marnoriti r1
'port/ noun a statement of their views
made by a small number of people
who hold an opposing view from the
rest of the group asked to consider
something o Two of the members of
the Royal Commission disagreed with
the others and submitted a minority
report.

minority whip /mar noriti 'wip/
noun US one of the assistants to mi-
nority leaders in the House or Senate,
whose responsibility is to make sure
the members of their party vote

minute /'minit/ noun a note or doc-
ument about a subject o Have you read
his minute about the report? I have
asked the Chief Education Officer to
prepare a minute about the discus-
sions. m verb to put something into the
record of a meeting o The chairman’s
remarks about the auditors were min-
uted.

minutebook /'minitbok/ noun a
book in which the minutes of a meet-
ing are kept

miscellaneous /misa'lemnios/ ad-
jective not all of the same sort o mis-
cellaneous items o a box of miscella-
neous pieces of equipment o miscella-
neous expenditure

miscount noun /'miskaunt/ a mis-
take in counting m verb /mis'kauvnt/ to
make a mistake in counting o The
votes were miscounted, so the ballot
had to be taken again.

misgovern /mis'gav(o)n/ verb to
govern badly



moderation

misgovernment /mi1s
'gav(e)nmant/ noun bad government

misinterpret /misin'ts:prit/ verb
to understand something wrongly o
The protestors misinterpreted the in-
structions of the police.

misinterpretation /misin,t3:prr
'terf(e)n/ noun a wrong understand-
ing of something o clause which is
open to misinterpretation a clause
which can be wrongly interpreted

mislead /mis'li:d/ verb to make
someone  understand  something
wrongly o The instructions in the doc-
ument are quite misleading. o The
wording of the Bill is misleading and
needs to be clarified. o The minister
misled the House in his statement on
the affair.

misrepresent /,misrepri'zent/
verb to report facts or statements or
opinions wrongly o The Minister com-
plained that the TV news report had
misrepresented him.

misrepresentation /,mis
reprizen'teif(s)n/ noun a wrong
statement, especially in order to trick
someone

misrule /mis'ru:l/ noun bad govern-
ment o 13 years of misrule

mission /'mif(a)n/ noun 1. a special
purpose for which someone is sent
somewhere o Her mission was to try to
persuade the rebels to accept the gov-
ernment’s terms. 2. an important plan
or goal o a mission to end child pover-
ty o mission in life a personal goal o It
was her mission in life to see a Labour
MP elected for her constituency for
the first time. 3. a group of people who
visit another country for a special pur-
pose, generally on government or offi-
cial business o a trade mission to Ja-
pan o The members of the government
mission are staying in the embassy. 4.
an embassy or consulate or building
where representatives of a foreign
country work o The crowd gathered
outside the gates of the British Mis-
sion.

misunderstanding  /misanda
'steendin/ noun a mistake o There was

a misunderstanding over the date of
the next meeting.

MLA abbreviation Member of the
Legislative Assembly

MMP abbreviation Mixed Member
Proportional

MNA abbreviation Member of the
National Assembly (of Quebec)

MNIA abbreviation Member of the
Northern Ireland Assembly

mob /mob/ noun 1. a large violent
crowd o The embassy was burned
down by a mob of students. o The po-
lice fired on the mob of demonstrators.
2. (old) the lower classes of society

mobilise /'moubilaiz/, mobilize
verb 1. to get the armed forces ready
for war 2. to encourage people to take
decisions or protest about something o
The opposition is trying to mobilise
public opinion against the draft legis-
lation.

mobocracy /mob'okrosi/ noun 1.
political control exercised by a mob 2.
a place where a mob has political con-
trol

mob rule /mpb 'ru:l/ noun 1. the
rule of a town or country by an angry
crowd or by the lower classes 2. (old)
rule by the lower classes of society

MoD abbreviation Ministry of De-
fence

moderate /‘mod(o)rot/ adjective
not extreme or not very large o a mod-
erate increase in government spend-
ing o She holds very moderate politi-
cal views. o We had only moderate
success in our negotiations. m noun a
person with moderate ideas or opin-
ions o The moderates were defeated
by the extremists. m verb to make
something less extreme o The rebels
were forced to moderate their de-
mands.

moderation / moda're1f(a)n/ noun
1. the avoidance of extremes or be-
coming less extreme o The negotiators
practised moderation in their dealings
with the enemy. 2. a reduction o a
moderation in the speed of political
change



Modernisation Committee

Modernisation Committee
/ mpdoanar'zeif(e)n ko,miti/ noun a
Select Committee of the House of
Commons set up 1997 to recommend
changes in the practices and proce-
dures of the House to meet modern
standards

modus vivendi /moudss vI
'vendi:/ Latin phrase meaning ‘way
of living’, an informal agreement be-
tween parties to exist peacefully to-
gether o After years of confrontation,
they finally have achieved a modus
vivendi.

mole /moul/ noun someone who
anonymously reveals sensitive infor-
mation about the organisation they
work for

monarch /'monok/ noun a royal rul-
er of a country, e.g. a king, queen or
emperor

monarchic /mo'na:kik(o)l/, mo-
narchical adjective referring to or in
favour of a monarchy

monarchism /'mpnoakiz(a)m/
noun 1. the belief in monarchy as a
system of government 2. the system of
government in which a monarch has
power

monarchist /'monokist/ noun a
person who supports or believes in
rule by a monarch

monarchy /'monoki/ noun 1. rule
by a king or queen o The monarchy
was overthrown in the revolution, and
the king replaced by a president. 2. a
country ruled by a king or queen o
Belgium, Sweden and Britain are
monarchies.

Monday Club /'mandei klab/ noun
a club for right-wing members and
supporters of the Conservative Party
in Britain (NOTE: Their first meetings
were held at lunchtime on Mondays.)
money /'mani/ noun coins or bank
notes

Money Bill /'mani bil/ noun 1. a
Bill which authorises expenditure
from the Exchequer 2. a Bill which
authorises the levy of taxes

money market /'mani ,ma:kit/
noun the business of lending and bor-

rowing money carried on by the banks
and other financial institutions
money supply /'mani so,plar/
noun the amount of money which ex-
ists in a country

monocracy /mon'pkrasi/ noun a
form of government in which one per-
son rules alone

Monopolies Commission, Mo-
nopolies and Mergers Commis-
sion noun the British body which ex-
amines takeovers of one company by
another, and mergers between compa-
nies to make sure that a monopoly is
not being created

monopolisation /ma,nopalar
'ze1f(a)n/, monopolization noun
complete control of the trade in partic-
ular goods or services

monopoly /ma'nopali/ noun a situ-
ation where one person or company
has the complete control of trade in
particular goods or the supply of a par-
ticular service o to have the monopoly
of alcohol sales or to have the alcohol
monopoly o The company has the ab-
solute monopoly of imports of French
wine. (NOTE: A more common US
term is trust.)

Monroe doctrine /man'rou
.doktrin/ noun US the principle that
the USA has an interest in preventing
outside interference in the internal af-
fairs of American states, especially
from Europe (NOTE: So called be-
cause it was first proposed by Presi-
dent Monroe in 1823.)

moral majority /‘moral mo
'd3zpriti/ noun in the USA, a group of
people with conservative Christian be-
liefs and political opinions
moratorium / mora'toiriom/ noun
a temporary stop to an activity, espe-
cially by official agreement o The
Conference called for a moratorium
on killing seals. (NOTE: The plural is
moratoria.)

morning hour /'mo:niy ava/ noun
US the period at the beginning of each
day’s sitting of Congress, when mem-
bers can make a short speech on any
topic they choose



155 multiparty

most-favoured nation /moust
fervad 'neif(e)n/ noun a country
which is given the best trade terms by
another country. Abbr MFN o most-
favoured-nation clause an agreement
between two countries that each will
offer the other the best possible terms
in commercial contracts

Mother of Parliaments /, mado ov
'pa:lomants/ noun the British Parlia-
ment at Westminster

motion /'moauf(a)n/ noun 1. a pro-
posal which will be put to a meeting
for that meeting to vote on, e.g. a pro-
posal to the House of Commons or
Congress o fo propose or to move a
motion o to speak against or for a mo-
tion o The meeting voted on the mo-
tion. , subsidiary motion, substan-
tive motion o the motion was car-
ried or defeated by 220 votes to 196
the motion was approved or not ap-
proved o to table a motion to put for-
ward a proposal for discussion o mo-
tion to suspend the rules a motion to
speed up the passage of a bill, by lim-
iting debate on it and not allowing any
amendments o motion to reconsider
a vote a motion at the end of a discus-
sion of any bill, but especially one
passed with a close vote, so that a sec-
ond vote has to be taken to settle the
matter 2. an application to a judge in
court, asking for an order in favour of
the person making the application

move /mu:v/ verbto ask a meeting to
vote on a proposal o She moved the
proposal for new street lighting. o He
moved that the accounts be agreed. o 1
move that the meeting adjourn for ten
minutes. (NOTE: The US term is
move for: Congressman Smith
moved for a measure to be consid-
ered.) o to move the previous ques-
tion to propose that the previous mo-
tion should be discussed again, so that
the debate on the current question is
dropped

movement /'mu:vment/ noun 1. a
change, especially an improvement o
movements in the money markets o cy-
clical movements of trade 2. a group
of people working towards the same

aim, though not necessarily members
of a political party o the British La-
bour Movement o He was the founder
of the movement for the reunification
of his country. 3. the process of chang-
ing place or position o free movement
of labour 4. a part of a military opera-
tion o The satellites observed troop
movements. o The forces closed in on
two sides in a pincer movement.

mover /'mu:va/ noun a person who
proposes a motion o The mover of this
resolution has said that it is a matter
of public safety. o movers and shak-
ers the people who are powerful or in-
fluential in making things happen

MP /'em 'pi:/ abbreviation Member
of Parliament or military police
(NOTE: The plural is MPs.)

MSP abbreviation Member of the
Scottish Parliament (NOTE: The plural
is MSPs.)

multilateral /malti'let(o)ral/ ad-
Jjective involving more than two coun-
tries, people or groups o multilateral
nuclear disarmament

multilateralism /malti
'leet(o)raliz(o)m/ noun the belief that
a policy should only be followed by
several countries acting together

multilaterally  / malti'leet(o)roli/
adverb between more than two parties
or countries o The group of western
nations agreed multilaterally to re-
duce import tariffs.

multilateral nuclear disarma-
ment / malti'let(o)ral 'njuklio dis
'‘armomaont/ noun an agreement be-
tween several countries to stop mak-
ing or holding nuclear weapons

multinational / malti'naf(o)nal/
adjective referring to several coun-
tries o a multinational peacekeeping
force m noun a large company operat-
ing in several countries

multipartite / malti'pa:tart/ adjec-
tive involving more than two political
parties or countries

multiparty /malti'pa:ti/ adjective
where several political parties exist in
the same country o a multiparty de-



multiple voting

mocracy o Multiparty elections will be
held next year:

multiple  voting /'maltip(o)l
'voutig/ noun the illegal practice of
voting in more than one constituency
in an election

multiracialism /,malti
'rerf(9)liz(s)m/ noun the practice of
fully including people of various eth-
nic groups in all aspects of a society
municipal /mju:'nisip(a)l/ adjec-
tive referring to a town which has its
own local government o The finance
department supervises the collection
of municipal taxes. o She works in the
municipal offices.

municipal bond /mju:,nisip(o)l
'bond/ noun a financial investment of-
fered by a city or other local govern-
ment to the general public, usually to
pay for improvements to public facili-
ties

municipalise  /mju:'nisipslarz/
verb 1. to bring something such as a
public service or area of land under

the control of a city or other locally
governed area 2. to give a city or other
area responsibility for government in
local matters

municipality  /mju:,nist'peeliti/
noun a town or city with its own local
government

municipal law /mju:'nisip(o)l 1o:/
noun law which is in operation within
a state. Compare international law

mutineer /,mju:tr'nis/ noun a per-
son who takes part in a mutiny

mutinous /'mju:tines/ adjective
likely to disobey orders o mutinous
backbenchers

mutiny /'mju:tmi/ noun the refusal
to obey the orders of somebody in a
position of authority such as the offic-
ers in the army or navy m verb to
refuse to obey the orders of somebody
in authority

MWA abbreviation Member of the

Welsh Assembly (NOTE: The plural is
MWAs.)
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NAFTA /'nzfto/ abbreviation North
American Free Trade Agreement
NALGO abbreviation National As-
sociation of Local Government Offic-
ers

name /neim/ verb to refer formally
by name to a Member of Parliament
who has behaved in a way regarded as
unsuitable, which leads to that MP be-
ing unable to enter the House of Com-
mons for a period as a punishment o
The Secretary of State was named in
the divorce case.

nanny state /'neni steit/ noun a
system of government which provides
everything for the citizens and tells the
citizens how they should behave

Nat /nzt/ noun a member of the Na-
tional Party in Australia or New Zea-
land, or of the former National Party
in South Africa, or a member of par-
liament belonging to the National Par-
ty

nation /'neif(o)n/ noun a country
and the people living in it. ; nation
state

national /'n&f(o)nal/ adjective re-
ferring to a particular country m noun
a person who is a citizen of a state
national accounts /nzf(o)nal o
'kaunts/ plural noun the record of a
country’s finances

National Anthem /naf(o)nal
'‘&nBom/ noun a piece of music, usu-
ally with words which are sung to it,
which is used to represent the nation
officially and is played at official cer-
emonies

National Assembly / nz[(o)nal o
'sembli/ noun the lower body of the
legislature in many countries, includ-
ing Benin, Botswana, Bulgaria, Burki-

na Faso, Cambodia, Central African
Republic, Congo, Cdte d’Ivoire, Cu-
ba, Equatorial Guinea, France, Gabon,
Guyana, Hungary, Kenya, South Ko-
rea, Kuwait, Laos, Lesotho, Maurita-
nia, Mauritius, Namibia, Nicaragua,
Pakistan, Quebec, Senegal, Sey-
chelles, South Africa, Tanzania, Thai-
land, Togo and Vietnam

National Assembly for Wales
/n&[(9)nal 9,sembli fa' werlz/ noun
the devolved government for Wales,
made up of elected members, with the
power to introduce secondary legisla-
tion in areas such as health and educa-
tion in Wales

National Audit Office /,n&[(o)nal
'‘o:rdit \ofis/ noun an independent
body, headed by the Comptroller and
Auditor-General, which examines the
accounts of government departments
National Congress /'ne[(a)nsl
'kopgres/ noun the legislature in Ec-
uador and Venezuela

National Council /'nzf(o)nal
'kauns(a)l/ noun the upper house of
the legislature in Namibia, Nepal and
Slovakia

National Front /'nz[(o)nal frant/
noun aright-wing political group with
racist opinions

National Guard /'nz[(o)nal ga:d/
noun in the USA, the state militia or
volunteer army which can be called on
to act on the orders of the federal gov-
ernment

National Guardsman /,n&[(o)nal
'‘ga:dzmon/ noun US in the USA, a
member of the National Guard
National Health Service
/n&[(9)nal 'held s3:vis/ nouna Brit-
ish organisation which provides medi-



National Institutes of Health

cal services free of charge or at a low
cost, to the whole population. Abbr
NHS

National Institutes of Health
/n&f(d)nal  stitjuits ov 'held/
noun an agency of the US federal gov-
ernment that conducts and supports
medical research and programmes de-
signed to improve people’s health.
Abbr NIH

National Insurance /nz[(s)nsl
' [uarans/ noun a British tax on in-
come which pays for medical care,
hospitals and unemployment benefits

National Insurance contribu-
tions /n&f(a)nal ' [uorans
[kontribju:[(a)nz/ plural noun mon-
ey paid both by an employee and an
employer to the National Insurance
system

nationalisation /naef(a)nalar
'ze1f(o)n/, nationalization noun the
act of taking control of a private indus-
try by the state

nationalise /'naz[(o)nslaiz/, na-
tionalize verb to put a private indus-
try under state ownership and control

nationalised industry /,nz[(o)no
Jaizd 'indestri/ noun a company
which was once privately owned, but
now belongs to the state

nationalism /'naf(o)ns liz(o)m/
noun 1. the desire for political inde-
pendence by people who have the
same culture o Basque nationalism 2.
the feeling of great pride in one’s
country

nationalist /'nz[(a)nalist/ noun 1.
a person who wants his or her ethnic
group or country to be politically in-
dependent o a Welsh nationalist o the
Scottish Nationalist Party 2. a person
who is very proud of his or her country
or feels it is better than other countries

nationality / ne[o'nliti/ noun the
legal state of being the citizen of a
country o he is of United Kingdom
nationality he is a citizen of the Unit-
ed Kingdom o he has dual nationali-
ty he is a citizen of two countries at
the same time

National Party /nz[(o)nol 'pa:ti/
noun a political party representing the
interests of the nation

National Party of Australia
/'nef(a)nal 'pa:ti av ps'treilia/ noun
in Australia, a conservative political
party that has usually formed a coali-
tion with the Liberal Party of Australia
National People’s Congress
/,n&f(a)nal piipalz 'kongres/ noun
the legislature in China

Nationalrat /nez[o'na:lraet/ noun
1. the lower house of the legislature in
Austria 2. the lower house of the fed-
eral legislature in Switzerland
National Security Council
/'naf(o)nal sr'kjuorati 'kauns(o)l/
noun in the United States, a council
that decides on policies designed to
maintain national security, consisting
of the president, the secretary of state,
the national security adviser, and sen-
ior military and intelligence officers.
Abbr NSC

national socialism /naf(o)nal
'soufaliz(9)m/ noun the ideology of
the German Nazi Party, including na-
tional expansion, totalitarian govern-
ment and racial purity

National Socialist Party
/,n&f(a)nal 'saufalist ,paiti/ noun a
political party founded in Germany in
1919 and led by Adolf Hitler. Also
called Nazi Party

National State  Assembly
/,n&f(9)nal stert o'sembli/ noun the
legislature in Sri Lanka

National Union of Civil and
Public Servants /nz[(o)nal
'juinjan av 'stv(a)l an 'pablik/ noun
a trade union representing civil serv-
ants replaced by the Public Services,
Tax and Commerce Union. Abbr
NUCPS

Nation of Islam /'nerf(o)n ov
'1zlarm/ noun a movement of African
Americans who follow Islam and be-
lieve that Black Americans have Is-
lamic origins. Abbr Nol

nation state /'neif(o)n stert/ noun
a country which is an independent po-
litical unit, usually formed of people



neighbour

with the same language and traditions
o The 19th century saw the rise of
many European nation states.

nationwide /,n&f(o)ns,larzd
'indoastri/ adjective, adverb across
the whole of a country o A nationwide
opinion poll suggested that the Oppo-
sition is losing support in marginal
constituencies. o They’re gaining
ground nationwide.

native /'neitiv/ noun 1. a person
who comes originally from a place or
was born there o She lives in London,
but she is a native of Denmark. 2. an
original inhabitant of a colony (offen-
sive) o The colonists captured the na-
tives and sold them into slavery. 3. o
to go native to cease to represent the
interests of the United Kingdom, and
instead to start to believe in the poli-
cies of the country where you are
working (of officials)

native land /'nertiv l&nd/ noun the
country where someone was born

nativism /'nertiviz(o)m/ noun 1. a
policy, especially in the United States,
of favouring the interests of native cit-
izens of a country over those of immi-
grants 2. a policy of protecting tradi-
tional and local cultures

NATO /'nettou/ abbreviation North
Atlantic Treaty Organization

natural-born subject / netf(o)rol
bon 'sabdzikt/ noun formerly, a per-
son born in the UK or a Common-
wealth country who was a British citi-
zen by birth

naturalisation /naet f(a)ralar
'zerf(a)n/, naturalization noun the
granting of the citizenship of a state to
someone who has come into the coun-
try from abroad o She has applied for
naturalisation. o You must fill in the
naturalisation papers.

naturalise /natf(o)rolaiz/, natu-
ralize verb to make someone a citizen
of another country

naturalised /'n&t [(o)ralaizd/, nat-
uralized adjective having become a
citizen of another country o He is a
naturalised American citizen.

natural right /nzt[(o)rol ‘rart/
noun a freedom which people ought to
enjoy to have something or do some-
thing, and which is thought to be theirs
simply because they are human beings

Nazi /'na:tsi/ noun a person who was
a member of the Nazi Party

Nazi Party /'na:tsi 'pa:ti/ noun
same as National Socialist Party
Nazism /'na:tsiz(a)m/ noun the be-
lief in racist and nationalist ideas and
support for authoritarian government

NDPB abbreviation non-departmen-
tal public body

Near East /'nio 'i:st/ noun the coun-
tries at the eastern end of the Mediter-
ranean (NOTE: Now often called the
Middle East.)

negative instrument /'negotrv
'instrumoant/ noun a form of Statuto-
ry Instrument which can be over-ruled
by either House of Parliament

negotiate /ni'goufiert/ verb o to
negotiate with someone to discuss a
problem formally with someone, so as
to reach an agreement o The manage-
ment refused to negotiate with the un-
ion.

negotiating committee /n1
'gaufiertig ko,miti/ noun a group of
representatives of management who
discuss pay and hours of work with
representatives of the workers
negotiation /n1,gaufi‘erf(a)n/
noun a discussion between two people
or two groups who disagree, intended
to reach an agreement between them o
to enter into negotiations, to start
negotiations to start discussing a
problem o to resume negotiations to
start discussing a problem again, after
talks have stopped for a time o to
break off negotiations to refuse to go
on discussing a problem o to conduct
negotiations to negotiate
negotiator /ni'goufierto/ noun a
person who tries to reach an agree-
ment with someone

neighbour /'nerbs/, neighbouring
state noun a country which is next to
another, sharing a common border



nemine contradicente

(NOTE: The US spelling is neighbor
or neighboring state.)

nemine contradicente /,neminer
Jkontraedr'senter/, nem con /,nem
'kon/ Latin phrase meaning ‘with no
one speaking against something’: a
phrase used to show that no one spoke
against the proposal, although some
may have abstained in the vote o The
motion was adopted nem con. Com-
pare unanimous

neo- /nirou/ prefix meaning ‘new’ or
‘in a new form’ o a neo-fascist move-
ment o a neo-Nazi organisation
neocolonialism / nizouka
'lounializ(e)m/ noun a policy by
which a strong country tries to influ-
ence or control weaker countries
which are independent

neocon /'nirovkon/ noun US same
as heoconservative
neoconservative /,nizoukon
's3rvativ/ noun someone who began
to support conservative policies in the
mid-1980s as a reaction to the social
changes of the 1960s-70s
neofascism /mizou'fef1z(o)m/
noun 1. modern support for Fascist
beliefs 2. the beliefs of white groups
or movements that hold racist views,
especially those involved in violence
towards non-white people
neofascist/ ni:ouv'fe[1st/ adjective
relating to neofascism m noun some-
one who has Fascist or white racist
opinions

neo-Nazi /nirou 'na:tsi/ noun 1.
someone who supports Nazi beliefs 2.
a white person who has racist views,
especially one involved in violence to-
wards non-white people

net gain /,net 'gein/ noun the total
number of seats gained in an election
after subtracting the number of seats
lost o The government lost twenty
seats and gained thirty one, making a
net gain of eleven.

neutral /'nju:trol/ adjective 1. not
taking sides in a dispute o The confer-
ence agreed to refer the dispute to a
neutral power. o The UN sent in neu-
tral observers to observe the elections.

2. referring to a country which refuses
to take part in wars or which does not
join in a war o During the Second
World War, Switzerland and Sweden
remained neutral. o The navy was ac-
cused of having attacked neutral ship-
ping. o Neutral states in the area have
tried to bring an end to the war. m
noun a country which is neutral
neutralism /'nju:traliz(e)m/ noun
a policy of being neutral

neutrality /nju:'treliti/ noun being
neutral

neverendum /,neva'rendom/ noun
1. the practice of holding of referen-
dums on the same subject on many oc-
casions 2. a referendum on a subject
on which there have been referendums
before

New Democratic Party /nju:
,dema'kreetik 'pa:ti/ noun one of the
main political parties in Canada, rep-
resenting the interests of the working
class

New Labour /,nju: 'letba/ noun the
British Labour Party as it has devel-
oped since 1995, abandoning the prin-
ciple of state ownership and moving
towards a greater acceptance of a free-
market economy

New Left / nju: 'left/ noun a politi-
cal movement, mainly among students
and intellectuals in the United States
and Europe during the 1960s and
1970s, that wanted radical social and
economic change

New National Party /nju:
'nee[(9)nal ,pa:ti/ nounin South Afri-
ca, a political party formed in 1998
when the National Party changed its
name to distance itself from its apart-
heid policies in the past

New Right /nju: 'rait/ noun a con-
servative political movement that de-
veloped in the United States during
the late 1960s, with a commitment to
established religion, patriotism, and
less control from government

news agency /'njuiz erdzonsi/
noun an office which distributes news
to newspapers and television compa-
nies



nominee

newspeak /nju:spitk/ noun lan-
guage that is designed to conceal the
truth, especially when used by bureau-
crats and politicians

NF abbreviation National Front

NGO abbreviation non-governmen-
tal organization

NIC /,en a1 'si:/ abbreviation Nation-
al Insurance contributions

nihilism /'naihiliz(a)m/ noun 1. the
general rejection of accepted social
practices and beliefs 2. the belief that
all authority is corrupt and must be re-
jected in order to establish a just soci-
ety

Nimbyism /'nimbiiz(o)m/ noun the
practice of objecting to something
such as a road, airport or housing be-
ing developed near where someone
lives (NOTE: Nimby stands for ‘not in
my backyard’.)

NIO abbreviation Northern Ireland
Office

NLF abbreviation National Libera-
tion Front

No /nou/ noun in the House of Com-
mons, a vote against a motion o The
proposal received a resounding ‘No’
vote. o the No lobby, the Noes lobby
the room in the House of Commons
which MPs pass through when they
vote against a motion o the Noes have
it the announcement that a motion has
been defeated

No. 10 Downing Street, No. 10,
Number 10

No. 11 Downing Street, No. 11,
Number 11

nobility /nau'biliti/ noun all noble
families, taken as a group

noble /'noub(a)l/ noun a person
from a family which has been given a
title such as lord

nobleman /'noub(s)lmon/, noble-
woman /'noub(d)lwuomon/ noun a
person who has a title such as lord or
duchess

nod /nod/ verb to move the head for-
wards to show agreement o When the
chairman asked her if she would head
the subcommittee, the treasurer nod-

ded. o the proposal went through on
the nod the motion was carried with-
out any discussion and no formal vote
o to nod through to agree that an
MP’s vote is recorded, even if he or
she has not personally gone through
the voting lobby, e.g. when an MP is
present in the Houses of Parliament
but is too ill to go into the chamber

no-fly zone /nou 'flar ,zoun/ noun
an area of sky which the military forc-
es of other countries are ordered not to
use. » exclusion zone

Nol abbreviation Nation of Islam

Nolan Committee /'novlon ko
,mi1ti/ noun same as Committee on
Standards in Public Life

nomenklatura noun 1. in Commu-
nist governments, the class consisting
of the people holding positions of au-
thority in the bureaucracy 2. in Com-
munist countries, the system for ap-
pointing people to senior positions in
the bureaucracy, controlled by com-
mittees in the Communist Party

nominate /'nominert/ verb to sug-
gest someone or name someone for a
job o She was nominated as Labour
candidate. o to nominate someone to
a post to appoint someone to a post
without an election o to nominate
someone as proxy to name someone
to act for you, especially in a vote
nomination / nomi'nerf(a)n/ noun
1. the act of suggesting or naming
someone for a job o He was proposed
for nomination as Labour candidate. o
nominations close at 10.00 a.m. the
last time for nominating someone is
10.00a.m. 2. a person who has been
nominated o There were a number of
nominations for the post of Deputy
Leader.

nominative /'nominat1v/ adjective
appointed or suggested for election to
an office or position. Abbr nom.
nominee /,nomi'ni:/ noun a person
who has been nominated o She is the
Party leader’s nominee for the post.

COMMENT: In the UK, a person who is
nominated as a candidate for local or
national elections, has to have the sig-
natures of local residents as his or her
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sponsors, and, in the case of national
elections, has to deposit a sum of
money which is forfeited if not enough
votes are received. In the United
States, the executive (i.e. the Presi-
dent) nominates people to federal of-
fices such as members of the Su-
preme Court or the cabinet, but these
nominations are subject to confirma-
tion by the Senate. Most nominations
are accepted without discussion, but
some are debated, and some are not
confirmed. If the executive nominates
someone to a federal post in one of
the states without consulting the sen-
ators for that state, they can object to
the nominee by saying that he is ‘per-
sonally obnoxious’ to them.
non-aggression / non a'gref(o)n/
noun a policy of not using force
against another country o a non-ag-
gression treaty a treaty between two
countries who agree not to attack each
other

nonaligned / ,nono'laind/ adjective
not formally associated with any ma-
jor world power

noncooperation /nonkou,nps
're1f(a)n/ noun the practice of refus-
ing to pay taxes or obey other laws as
a protest

non-departmental public body
/non ditpaitment(a)l ,pablik 'bodi/
noun an organisation set up to carry
out a specific role within government
responsibilities, but which is not a
government department or part of one.
Abbr NDPB

non-governmental organisa-
tion /,npn ,gAv(a)nment(a)l
,oigonar'zerf(a)n/ noun a pressure
group or charity which is not fully
funded by a government and which
may work with the government on a
local, national or international level.
Abbr NGO

non-intervention /non ,nto
'ven[(e)n/ noun a policy of not be-
coming involved in the internal affairs
of another country o The USA has fol-
lowed a policy of non-intervention.

non-proliferation treaty /non
pralifa'rerf(a)n trirti/ noun an
agreement to prevent the use of nucle-

ar weapons spreading to countries
which do not have them

non-resident /non ‘'rezidont/
noun a person who does not live in a
place, or a company which is not offi-
cially based in a place o He has a non-
resident account with a French bank. o
She was granted a non-resident visa.

nonstate actor /nonstert 'akto/
noun a person or group whose actions
are not controlled by a state or govern-
ment, e.g. an international terrorist
group

nonvoter /non'vouta/ noun some-
body who does not vote or is not eligi-
ble to vote

north /no:0/ ¢ the North 1. the north
of a country 2. the developed coun-
tries of the world o the North-South
divide

North American Free Trade As-
sociation /no:® o mertkon fri:
'trerd 9,sousierf(a)n/ noun the trade
agreement between Canada, Mexico
and the United States which allows
goods to be taken from one country to
another free of taxes. Abbr NAFTA

North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
sation /no:®0 otlentik  'trirti
,oigonaizeif(a)n/ noun the alliance
set up in 1949 to link various countries
in a common political and military al-
liance to provide mutual defence in
the case of attack by Communist
countries. The members in 2004 were
expanded by the inclusion of a number
of the former Communist countries of
the Warsaw Pact. The members are:
Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland,
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
the Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slove-
nia, Spain, Turkey, the UK, and the
USA. Abbr NATO

Northern Alliance /n>:0(o)n o
'larons/ noun a loose grouping of Af-
ghan military forces that ended Tali-
ban rule in Afghanistan in 2001
Northern Ireland Assembly
/,no10(9)n ,arslond a'sembli/ noun
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the devolved elected representative
body set up in 1999 in Belfast with
limited powers to make laws for
Northern Ireland (NOTE: The North-
ern Ireland Assembly has been una-
ble to work effectively because of
continued distrust between the polit-
ical parties in Northern Ireland and
has been suspended for longer than
it has been in effective operation.)

Northern Ireland Executive
/,no:0(9)n  'arslond  1g,zekjutiv/
noun the devolved government of
Northern Ireland, suspended from 14
October 2002

Northern Ireland Office
/,no:0(a)n 'aralond ,ofrs/ noun dur-
ing devolution, a UK government de-
partment responsible for constitution-
al and security issues in Northern Ire-
land. Abbr NIO

North-South dialogue /no:0
sauf 'daralog/ noun discussions be-
tween the industrialised countries of
the northern hemisphere and the de-
veloping countries of the southern
hemisphere

North-South Divide /n2:0 sau0
di'vaid/ noun the political and eco-
nomic differences between industrial-
ised countries of the northern hemi-
sphere and the developing countries of
the southern hemisphere

Northstead /'no:0sted/ » Chiltern
Hundreds

note /nout/ noun 1. a brief piece of
writing 2. an official document with a
particular purpose

notice /'noutis/ noun 1. a piece of
written information o The company
receptionist pinned up a notice about
the pension scheme. 2. the official
passing of information to someone,
especially warning that something
may happen such as a that a contract is
going to end, that a worker will leave
his job or that a tenant must leave the
property he or she is living in o The
Leader of the Opposition has given
notice that he will seek an emergency
debate on the economy. o The Minister
asked for notice of the question.

notice of motion /noutis ov
'mauf(a)n/ noun a document telling
the other party to a case that an appli-
cation will be made to the court

notwithstanding / nptwid
'stendiy/ adverb, preposition with-
out being affected by something o The
debate proceeded notwithstanding the
objections of the Opposition members
or the objections of Opposition mem-
bers notwithstanding. (NOTE: can be
used before or after the phrase to
which it refers)

nuclear deterrent /nju:klio dr
'terant/ noun a nuclear weapon which
it is hoped will prevent attacks from
other countries because of fears that it
will be used

nuclear disarmament /nju:klio
dis'armomont/ noun the process of
reducing or getting rid of nuclear
weapons and/or the capacity to manu-
facture them

nuclear energy /,nju:klio 'enad3i/
noun electricity made using a nuclear
process

nuclear-free zone /nju:klis fri:
'zoun/ adjective an area where the
people say they will not allow nuclear
power stations or nuclear weapons to
be placed

nuclear proliferation /nju:klio
pra,Iifa'rerf(a)n/ noun the spread of
nuclear weapons to countries who
have previously not possessed them
nuclear test /nju:klio 'test/ noun
a test on a nuclear weapon

nuclear test ban /nju:klio 'test
,baen/ noun a decision to stop the test-
ing of nuclear weapons

nuclear war /,nju:klio 'wo:/ nouna
war using nuclear weapons

NUCPS abbreviation National Un-
ion of Civil and Public Servants

null /nal/ adjective of no value o to
render a decision null to make a de-
cision useless or to cancel a decision
nullification /nalifr'’keif(a)n/
noun the act of making something
useless or of no value
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nullify /'nalifar/ verb to make some-
thing of no value or force

Number 10 /,nambs' ten/ noun No
10, Downing Street, the official home
of the Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom (NOTE: It is used informally
to refer to the Prime Minister) o he is
hoping to move into Number Ten af-
ter the election he is expecting to be
elected Prime Minister

Number 11/ nambor r'levon/ noun
No 11, Downing Street, the official
home of the Chancellor of the Ex-

chequer of the United Kingdom
(NOTE: Itis used informally to refer to
the Chancellor of the Exchequer.) o
he’s set his sights on Number 11 he
would like to become Chancellor of
the Exchequer

numerical order /nju: merik(a)l
'‘otde/ noun the arrangement of
records in order of their numbers o
The documents are filed in numerical
order.

nuncio /'nansiou/ noun an ambassa-
dor of the Pope
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OAS abbreviation Organization of
American States

oath of allegiance /ouf av o
'lirdzons/ noun 1. a promise to be loy-
al or to obey the orders of a country or
ruler 2. an oath sworn by all MPs be-
fore they can take their seats in the
House of Commons, unless they af-
firm instead. » affirm o to take the
oath to swear allegiance to the Queen
before taking a seat in the House of
Commons as an MP o after taking the
oath, the new MP signs the test roll
obedience /s'bi:dians/ noun the
practice of doing what someone asks
you to do o Every citizen should show
obedience to the laws of the state. o
The army swore obedience to the pres-
ident.

objection /ob'dzekfon/ noun a
statement of opposition to something
objector /ob'dzekto/ noun a person
who opposes something. , conscien-
tious objector

observer /ob'z3:va/ noun 1. some-
one who is appointed to act as a wit-
ness to an important event such as an
election, sometimes in another coun-
try, to see that it has been carried out
fairly o United Nations observers
were stationed on the ceasefire line. 2.
someone who attends a meeting to lis-
ten but not to take part o Two official
observers attended the meeting. o In-
ternational observers were present
during the general elections.
obstruct /ob'strakt/ verb to get in
the way or to stop something progress-
ing o MPs attempted to obstruct the
passage of the Bill.

obstruction /ob'strakfon/ noun an
act of preventing some actions from

being taken o The MPs were success-
ful in their obstruction of the Bill.

obstructive /ob'straktiv/ adjective
trying to prevent something deliber-
ately o MPs complained of the ob-
structive behaviour of some right-
wingers.

obtain /ob'temn/ verb to be a rule or
to have a legal status o a rule obtain-
ing in international law o This right
does not obtain in the House of Com-
mons.

occupation /,okju'perf(o)n/ noun
an invasion of a country or place by an
army, which then stays there to keep
control o army of occupation an
army which invades a country and
then stays there to keep control

occupy /'vkjupai/ verb to invade a
place or building or country and stay
there o The protesters occupied the ra-
dio station. o The enemy army occu-
pied the south of the country. o occu-
pying forces armed forces which in-
vade a country and then stay there

Ofcom /'ofkom/ noun a regulatory
body for the telecommunications and
broadcasting industries

office /'nfts/ noun 1. a British gov-
ernment department o the Home Of-
fice the ministry dealing with the in-
ternal affairs of the country, including
the police and the prisons 2. a post or
position o She holds or performs the
office of treasurer. o high office an im-
portant position or job o the high of-
fices of state the most important min-
isterial posts in the British govern-
ment (the Prime Minister, the Foreign
Secretary, the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, the Home Secretary) 3. the
set of rooms where an organisation
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works or where business is done 4. a
room where someone works and does
business

office holder /'nfts 'houlds/ noun
an official in a government position

Office of Fair Trading /ofis ov
feo 'trerdig/ noun the British govern-
ment department which protects con-
sumers against unfair or illegal busi-
ness

officer /'vfiso/ noun1. a person who
has an official position, e.g. a person
working in a local government depart-
ment o Detailing the expenditure will
necessitate a high cost in officer time.
o The report was drawn up by the of-
ficers on the instructions of the coun-
cil. o The members ignored the advice
of the officers. » police officer 2. a
usually unpaid official of a club or so-
ciety o the election of officers of an as-
sociation

official /o'f1f(o)l/ adjective 1. done
because it has been authorised by a
government department or organisa-
tion o on official business o He left of-
ficial documents in his car. o She re-
ceived an official letter of explanation.
2. done or approved by a director or by
a person in authority o This must be an
official order — it is written on the de-
partment’s notepaper. o the strike
was made official the local strike was
approved by the main trade union of-
fice m noun a person working in a cen-
tral or local government department o
Airport officials inspected the ship-
ment. o Government officials stopped
the import licence. o The council
members met with officials to discuss
the implementation of the new policy.
(NOTE: In the UK, a distinction is
made between an official, who is an
appointed employee of the govern-
ment, and elected representatives.
In US English, even the President is
an official.) o high official an impor-
tant person in a government depart-
ment o minor official a person in a
low position in a government depart-
ment

officialdom /o'fif(o)ldom/ noun
(usually disapproving) officials work-

ing together in a set way o The whole
plan has been obstructed by official-
dom.

officialese /o fifa'lizz/ noun the
language used in government docu-
ments, often regarded as difficult to
understand

Official Journal L fif()l
'd33:n(a)l/ noun in the European Un-
ion, the published record of all the reg-
ulations and directives that have been
produced

officially /o'f1f(o)li/ adverb in an of-
ficial way o Officially he knows noth-
ing about the problem, but unofficially
he has given us a lot of advice about it.

official mediator /o fif(a)l
'mi:dierta/ noun the government offi-
cial who tries to make the two sides in
an industrial dispute agree

Official Receiver /o,f1f(o)l 11
'sitva/ noun the government official
whose job is to deal with bankrupt
companies

Official Report /o'f1f(a)l r1'post/
noun the exact record of what is said
and done in the House of Commons
and House of Lords. » Hansard

official secret /5 fif(o)l 'sitkrot/
noun a piece of information which is
important to the state and which it is a
crime for an official to tell someone
who has no right to know about it

Official Secrets Act /5 fi1f(a)l
'sitkrats ,&kt/ noun the Act of Parlia-
ment which makes it a crime for any-
one to make public secret information
relating to the state

Official Unionist Party /5'fif(a)l
'jurnjonist 'pa:ti/ noun same as Ul-
ster Unionist Party

officio /o'fif10u/ » ex officio

off licence /'of ',ais(o)ns/ noun1. a
licence to sell alcohol to be drunk
away from the place where it is bought
2. a shop which sells alcohol to be tak-
en away for drinking elsewhere
off-message /,of 'mesid3/ adjec-
tive not following the official policy of
a political party or other organisation
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one-party state

OFSTED /'nfsted/ noun the govern-
ment department that monitors educa-
tional standards in schools and colleg-
es in England and Wales. Full form
Office for Standards in Education

OHMS abbreviation On Her Majes-
ty’s Service

000 a statement saying how much in-
come you have to the tax office

Oireachtas noun the national par-
liament of Ireland, consisting of the
president and two chambers: the lower
is the Dail Eireann and the upper, the
Seanad Eireann

Old Commonwealth /suld
'komonwel6/ noun the oldest mem-
bers of the Commonwealth, e.g. Can-
ada and Australia

Old Labour /ould 'letba/ noun the
British Labour Party, as it existed dur-
ing most of the 20th century, support-
ing traditional socialist principles
such as state ownership and opposi-
tion to a free market economy. Com-
pare New Labour

oligarch /'vliga:k/ noun a member
of an oligarchy

oligarchical /pli'ga:kik(o)l/, oli-
garchic / pli'ga:kik/ adjective refer-
ring to an oligarchy

oligarchy /'vliga:ki/ noun 1. gov-
ernment by a small group of people 2.
a small ruling group o The country is
ruled by an oligarchy called the ‘fif-
teen families’. 3. a state ruled by a
small group

ombudsman /'ombudzmoan/ noun
an official who investigates com-
plaints by the public against govern-
ment departments or other large or-
ganisations
COMMENT: There are in fact several
ombudsmen: the main one is the Par-
liamentary Commissioner, but there
are also others, such as the Health
Service Commissioners, who investi-
gate complaints against the Health
Service, and the Local Commission-
ers or Local Government Ombuds-
men who investigate complaints
against local authorities. Although
ombudsmen will make their recom-
mendations to the department con-
cerned, and may make their recom-

mendations public, they has no power
to enforce them. The Parliamentary
Commissioner may only investigate
complaints which are presented
through an MP, but the Local Govern-
ment Ombudsmen can be ap-
proached directly, or through a local
councillor. A member of the public first
brings the complaint to a councillor or
MP, and if they cannot get satisfaction
from the department against which the
complaint is made, then the matter is
passed to the Ombudsman.
one man one vote /wan men
,wAn 'vaut/ noun the democratic
principle that each person entitled to
vote has a single vote, equal to all the
others

one minute speech / wan 'mimot
,spiitf/ noun US a short speech by a
member of the House of Representa-
tives on any subject at the beginning
of the day’s business

One-Nation Conservatism
/wan neif(a)n kon's3ivotiz(e)m/
noun the belief that Conservatives
should include every willing person in
the life and opportunity of our country
and get support from all classes by un-
dertaking social reforms to help the
working class
COMMENT: The One Nation Conserva-
tive tradition, with its emphasis on so-
cial justice, was started by Benjamin
Disraeli. In his novel Sybil (1845) he
had described the rich and the poor as
‘Two nations between whom there is
no intercourse and no sympathy; who
are as ignorant of each other’s habits,
thoughts, and feelings, as if they were
dwellers in different zones, or inhabit-
ants of different planets; who are
formed by a different breeding, are fed
by different food, are ordered by differ-
ent manners, and are not governed by
the same laws’.
1922 Committee /naintiin
twenti 'tur ko, m1ti/ noun a commit-
tee formed of all backbench Conserv-
ative MPs in the House of Commons,
who meet regularly and question min-
isters and other party leaders (NOTE:
The equivalent in the Labour Party is

the Parliamentary Labour Party
(PLP).)
one-party state /wan  pa:ti

'stert/ noun a country in which only
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one party is allowed to exist, although
voters generally have a choice of can-
didates all from the same party
on-message /,pn 'mesidz/ adjec-
tive following the official policy of a
political party or other organisation
OPEC /'supek/ n an organisation of
oil-producing countries. Full form Or-
ganization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (NOTE: The members are
Algeria, Gabon, Indonesia, Iran,
Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Nigeria, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emir-
ates, and Venezuela.)

open door policy /'oupon do:
'‘polisi/ noun a trading policy by
which a country allows free trade with
all other countries

open-ended /oupon 'endrd/ ad-
jective with no fixed limit or restric-
tions to what has been agreed o an
open-ended agreement (NOTE: The
US term is open-end.)

open government /'supon
'gav(e)nmoant/ noun a system in
which most decisions by government
and most government records are
available for any citizen to read
open hearing /oupon ‘'hroriy/
noun a court case or meeting which is
open to the public and to journalists
opening /'sup(9)niy/ noun 1. a cer-
emony to celebrate the start of a public
event o The Queen attends the State
Opening of Parliament every year, 2.
the act of making something open =
adjective the first of several similar
things o the chairman’s opening re-
marks o The opening speech from the
Home Secretary was interrupted by
Opposition shouts.

open society /‘oupon so'saroti/
noun a society in which people can
say what they think freely and openly
opinion /a'pimjan/ noun a belief or
set of beliefs held by people about an
issue

opinion poll /s'pinjon paul/ nouna
study of the opinions of a small care-
fully chosen group of people, so as to
guess the opinion of the whole popu-
lation o Politicians take very careful

note of the opinion polls in the run-up
to a general election.

opinion research /s'pmjon 11
's31t [/ noun the study of the changing
opinions of a population based on in-
terviewing  small  representative
groups

opponent /a'poaunant/ noun a per-
son who is against you or who votes
against what you propose o The pro-
nuclear group tried to discredit their
opponents in the debate.

oppose /a'pauz/ verb to try to stop
something happening o A minority of
committee members opposed the mo-
tion. o We are all opposed to the gov-
ernment’s plan. o The Speaker op-
posed the opposition’s application for
an adjournment.

opposed business /o'pouvzd
'biznis/ noun matters for discussion
in the House of Commons which an
MP objects to

opposition /,opa'zif(a)n/ noun 1.
the action of trying to stop something
or of not agreeing to something o
There was considerable opposition to
the plan for reorganising the local
boundaries. o The voters showed their
opposition to the government by vot-
ing against the proposal in the refer-
endum. 2. Opposition the largest po-
litical party which opposes the gov-
ernment o The Opposition tried to
propose avote of censure on the Prime
Minister. o The spokesman for the Op-
position or the Opposition spokesman
answered the Minister’s allegations. o
Leader of the Opposition, Opposi-
tion Leader the head of the largest
political party opposing the govern-
ment 3. Opposition a group of par-
ties which oppose the government
Opposition Day /,opa'zif(a)n der/
noun a day on which a debate is held
on a subject chosen by the Opposition

Opposition front bench /ops
'zif(a)n frant bentf/ noun 1. the
seats for the Opposition Shadow Cab-
inet 2. the members of the Opposition
Shadow Cabinet o An Opposition
front bench spokesman asked why the
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Government had been so slow in in-
vestigating the affair.

oppress /a'pres/ verb to rule cruelly
and unfairly, especially by limiting the
personal freedom of the citizens o The
dictator has stayed in power by using
the army and police force to oppress
the people.

oppression /a'pref(a)n/ noun cruel
and unfair rule and control

oppressive /o'presiv/ adjective us-
ing cruel and unfair methods of gov-
ernment o Under the dictator’s op-
pressive regime, the ordinary citizens
were afraid to speak out against the
system.

oppressor /o'presa/ noun a ruler
who governs in a cruel or unjust way o
The people rose in revolution to over-
throw their oppressors.

opt out/ opt 'aut/ verb to decide not
to take part in a group, activity or
agreement, or to stop taking part o Un-
der John Major the UK opted out of
some provisions of the Maastricht
Treaty such as the Social Chapter.

opt-out /'ppt aut/ noun a decision or
permission not to take part in some-
thing

Orange Order /'prind3 's:da/ noun
a Protestant organisation that strongly
supports Protestantism in Ireland, es-
pecially Northern Ireland

order /'5:do/ noun 1. a general state
of calm, where everything is working
as planned. » law and order 2. an of-
ficial statement asking someone to do
something o on the orders of some-
one because someone has officially
asked o On the orders of the Chief
Constable, the demonstrators dis-
persed. 3. the arrangement of records
such as filing cards or invoices o filed
in date or alphabetical order 4. the ar-
rangement of business in the House of
Commons. » order of business, or-
der of the day 5. o to bring a meet-
ing to order, to come to order (of a
meeting) to get a meeting back to dis-
cussing the agenda again after an in-
terruption o Order! Order! a call by
the Speaker of the House of Commons

to bring the meeting to order 6. a gen-
eral social or political situation at a
particular time o a threat to the estab-
lished order o a time of great changes
to the existing social order 7. arequest
for goods to be supplied o to give a
supplier an order or to place an order
with a supplier for military equipment
8. a document which allows money to
be paid to someone o She sent us an
order on the Chartered Bank.

Order Book /'5:da buk/ noun a list
showing the House of Commons’
business for each day of the rest of the
session of Parliament

Order in Council /5:do 1n
'kavns(9)l/ noun a decision made by
the Queen in Council, on the advice of
her ministers, in an area which does
not need the agreement of Parliament

order of business /o:do ov
'biznis/ noun the timetable showing
what the House of Commons has to do
for that day
COMMENT: The normal order of busi-
ness of the House of Commons be-
gins with prayers, followed by mes-
sages from the Queen or official mes-
sages from foreign governments,
motions for writs to hold by-elections,
private business and Question Time,
when ministers answer questions
about the work of their departments.
Following this, various matters can be
discussed, including debate on mo-
tions and public Bills.
order of precedence /'o:do ov
'presid(e)ns/ noun the arrangement
of things or people according to their
importance o The item on finance
takes precedence over all other items
on the agenda.

order of the day /'0:ds av 01 dev/
noun a matter which the House of
Commons has decided will be dis-
cussed on an agreed day

order paper /,0:do 'peipa/ noun a
piece of paper showing the timetable
to be followed that day in the House of
Commons o As the Prime Minister
rose to speak his supporters waved
their order papers in great excitement.

orders /'o:doz/ plural noun second-
ary legislation made by ministers, un-
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der powers given by Act of Parlia-
ment, which still has to be approved
by Parliament before coming into
force

ordinance /'o:dinons/ noun 1. a
law or rule made by an authority 2. US
arule made by a town council which is
effective only within the town
ordinarily /'>:d(o)n(o)rili/ adverb o
ordinarily resident usually resident
in some country

ordinary resolution /0:d(o)n(o)ri
reza'lu:f(s)n/ noun a matter or deci-
sion which can be agreed by a simple
majority of those voting

organ /'a:gon/ noun 1. an organisa-
tion that is responsible on behalf of a
larger institution for a particular job 2.
the newspaper, magazine or other reg-
ular publication of a particular organi-
sation, which gives official informa-
tion o the official organ of the associ-
ation

Organization of African Unity
/oigenar'zerf(e)n  ov  'afriken
'jurnati/ noun an organisation of Af-
rican states, replaced in 2002 by the
African Union

Orszaggyllés noun the legislature
in Hungary

OSCE abbreviation Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe
OSD abbreviation Office of the Sec-
retary of Defense

outcome /‘autkam/ noun the result
o We are waiting for the outcome of
the enquiry. o The outcome of the de-
bate was in doubt.

outcry /'avtkrai/ noun a strong pub-
lic protest

Outer House /'auts hauz/ noun a
part of the Scottish Court of Session,
formed of five judges

outgoing /aut'gouin/ adjective a
person or group that is about to leave
office o the outgoing president
outlaw /'autlo:/ verb to say that
something is not allowed by law o The
government has proposed a bill to out-
law drinking in public. m noun former-

ly, a person who was excluded from
society as a punishment

outline planning permission
/,avt(9)lain  'pleniy  po,mif(a)n/
noun general permission to build a
property on a piece of land, but not fi-
nal because there are no details
outpoll /aut'paul/ verb to receive
more votes than an opponent in an
election

outreach /'autriit[/ noun services
or advice for members of the public
who find travel difficult, provided out-
side a hospital or government offices
in the places where people live
outvote /aut'vout/ verb to defeat
someone in a vote o He was outvoted
3ol

Oval Office /,ouval 'pfis/ noun the
room in the White House which is the
personal office of the President of the
United States (NOTE: It is also used to
mean the President in person: The
Oval Office was not pleased by the
attitude of the Senate.)

overall / ouver's:l/ adjective cover-
ing everything o The Chief Executive
has overall responsibility for running
the council’s affairs.

overall majority /ouvero:l ms
'dzpriti/ noun a majority of votes or
seats, which is more than all the votes
and seats of the opposition taken to-
gether o The government had an over-
all majority of two. o After the elec-
tion, the ruling coalition lost its over-
all majority. Also called straight
majority

overclass /‘ouvoklars/ noun the
governing or ruling class of a country
over-populated /'auva
'popjulertid/ adjective having too
many people

overrepresent /ouvorepri'zent/
verb to give more representation to a
group than is reasonable based on its
size o The present system tends to
overrepresent the majority party. o
Males are overrepresented in the
House of Commons.

overriding interest /ouvorardip
'Intrast/ noun a more important con-
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cern than any other o National securi-
ty is the overriding interest in this
case.

overthrow verb /,0uva'0rau/ to re-
move a government or leader sudden-
ly from power o The regime was over-
thrown in a military coup. m noun

/'auvabrau/ the sudden removal of a
government or leader o The army was
involved in the overthrow of the presi-
dent.

OVP abbreviation Office of the Vice
President



pacifism /'pesifiz(a)m/ noun the
belief that war is wrong

pacifist /'pasifist/ noun a person
who believes that war is wrong m ad-
jective believing that war is wrong

pacify /'pesifa/ verb 1. to make
someone who is angry or upset feel
happier o The announcement was
clearly intended to pacify angry resi-
dents. 2. to end war or fighting in a
place and establish peaceful condi-
tions

pack /pxk/ verb to fill a committee
or other group with members who are
sympathetic to your views o The left-
wing group packed the general pur-
poses committee with activists.

packaging /'pxkid3im/ noun a way
of introducing someone or something
to the public in order to create a fa-
vourable impression

pact /pxkt/ noun an agreement be-
tween two parties or countries o The
countries in the region signed a non-
aggression pact. o The two minority
parties made an electoral pact not to
oppose each other in agreed constitu-
encies.

page /peids/ verb to send an elec-
tronic message to someone on a pager
m noun in the US Congress, a High
School student employed to support
members and get work experience

pager /'perdza/ noun, noun a small
electronic device for receiving mes-
sages when a person cannot be con-
tacted by phone, e.g. when they are in
a meeting or in Parliament o received
a pager message (NOTE: Pagers are a
useful way of getting messages to
people in the House of Commons

P

and House of Lords discreetly and
without making a noise.)

paid-up member /perd ap
'memba/ noun a person who has paid
to be a member of a political party or
other organisation

pair /ped/ noun an agreement be-
tween two MPs from opposite sides of
the House of Commons not to vote on
a motion, so allowing one of them to
be away from the House during a vote
if necessary o She was not able to find
a pair, so had to come back from Paris
to attend the debate. m verb to arrange
for two MPs from opposite sides of
the House of Commons to agree that if
one of them is away from the House in
an emergency the other one will not
vote o He was paired with John Smith.

palace /'palis/ noun 1. a large
house, especially one where a ruler or
leader lives or used to live 2. the royal
family, especially the British royal
family o a Palace spokesman

Palace of Westminster /pzlos
ov 'westminsta/ noun the Houses of
Parliament, together with the area
round them

COMMENT: The Palace was the main
home of the kings of England from the
middle of the 11th century until 1512,
by which time most governing and ju-
dicial functions took place there. After
private chapels were abolished in
1547, the Royal Chapel of St Stephen
within the Palace of Westminster was
handed over to the Commons as a
meeting place, until 1834 when most
of the Palace was burned down. The
present Houses of Parliament were
built during the next 30 years. The
chamber of the House of Commons
was destroyed in a German air attack
in 1941 and rebuilt after the Second
World War.



Parliamentary Commissioner

palace revolution /'pzlis revo
'Tu:f(9)n/ noun a change of leader or
ruler achieved by those who are al-
ready part of the ruling group
pamphlet /'pemflot/ noun a small
book, often about a political issue
pan- /pen/ prefix covering all o pan-
African, pan-American covering all
Africa or all America

Pan-African /p&n 'efrikon/ ad-
jective relating to all the nations of Af-
rica

pantisocracy /,peentis'okrosi/
noun a community in which everyone
shares power and is equal

Papal Nuncio /,peip(o)l 'nansiou/
noun an ambassador sent by the Pope
to a country

paper /'peips/ noun 1. a written re-
port or proposal o The Treasurer asked
his deputy to write a paper on new
funding. o The planning department
prepared a paper for the committee on
the possible uses of the site. 2. a news-
paper 3. an official document

paper tiger /'peips 'taigo/ noun a
person, organisation or country which
appears to be strong and powerful but
is in fact weak

parastatal /pzro'stert(o)l/ adjec-
tive performing a function usually as-
sociated with a government under in-
direct government control o a par-
astatal utility company

Paris /'pris/ » Treaty of Paris
parish council /parif 'kaunsal/
noun the smallest unit of local govern-
ment, representing a group of at least
200 people in a village or small town
parish meeting /perif 'miztiy/
noun a meeting which must be held
once a year in a parish and which all
electors in the parish may attend
parish pump politics /perif
pamp 'politiks/ noun local politics,
concerning only minor local issues
Parl. abbreviation 1. Parliament 2.
parliamentary

parliament /'pa:lomont/ noun 1.
the elected group of representatives
who form the legislative body which

makes the laws of a country o the Ddil
or Irish parliament o Mother of Par-
liaments the British Parliament at
Westminster 2. Parliament in the
UK, the body formed of the House of
Commons and House of Lords. » Act
of Parliament, Houses of Parlia-
ment o to open Parliament to start a
new session of Parliament o Te Queen
opened the new Parliament yesterday.

Parliament Act /'pa:lomont &kt/
noun an Act passed in 1911 that pre-
vented the House of Lords from hav-
ing the power to veto the financial pro-
posals of the Commons and from
holding up other legislation for more
than two years. It also made the maxi-
mum length of a parliament five years.

parliamentarian /,pa:lomen
'tearion/ noun 1. a member of one of
the Houses of Parliament o A delega-
tion of British parliamentarians was
invited to visit Canada. 2. one of two
officials of the US Congress who at-
tend all debates and advise on proce-
dure: the House Parliamentarian and
the Parliamentarian of the Senate

parliamentarianism /pa:lomen
'tearioniz(a)m/ noun government of
a country by a parliament
parliamentary / pa:lo'ment(o)ri/
adjective referring to parliament
parliamentary agent
/,pa:loment(a)ri 'erdz(a)nt/ noun an
expert, usually a lawyer, who advises
people who are not MPs on how to get
a Bill through Parliament

parliamentary calendar /pa:lo
'ment(9)ri 'kaelinda/ noun a timeta-
ble of events in Parliament, with dates
for discussion of each Bill

Parliamentary Commissioner
/,pa:lo,ment(a)ri ko'mif(o)na/, Par-
liamentary Commissioner for Ad-
ministration /pa:loment(o)ri ko
mif(o)no  for odmini'strerf(o)n/
noun the official who investigates
complaints by the public against gov-
ernment departments. Also called
Ombusdman

Parliamentary Commissioner
for Standards /,pa:loment(a)ri ko



parliamentary counsel

.mif(a)ns fa 'stendadz/ noun an of-
ficial whose job is to supervise the
Register of Members’ Interests and to
advise the Committee on Standards
and Privileges about issues relating to
the MPs’ code of conduct. Also called
Ombudsman

parliamentary counsel
/,pa:loment(o)ri 'kavnsal/, parlia-
mentary draftsman /,pa:le
'ment(9)ri 'dra:ftsmon/ noun a law-
yer who is responsible for drawing up
parliamentary Bills. Also called par-
liamentary draftsman
parliamentary diary /pa:lo
'ment(a)ri 'darori/ noun the list of
days of the week, showing what busi-
ness is to take place in Parliament on
each day

parliamentary draftsman / pa:lo
'ment(d)ri 'dra:ftsmon/ noun same
as parliamentary counsel
parliamentary etiquette /pa:lo
'ment(a)ri 'etiket/ noun the formal
rules of behaviour in Parliament

Parliamentary Labour Party
/,pa:lo,ment(a)ri lerba 'pa:ti/ noun
the group formed of all Labour Party
members elected to Parliament. Abbr
PLP

parliamentary party /pa:lo
'ment(d)ri 'pa:ti/ noun the members
of a political party who are also Mem-
bers of Parliament

Parliamentary Private Secre-
tary /pa:loment(e)ri prarvot
'sekrotri/ noun the most junior rank
of minister, acting as a general helper
to a particular Cabinet minister. Abbr
PPS

Parliamentary privilege
/,pa:loment(o)ri 'privilidz/ noun the
right of a Member of Parliament or
Member of the House of Lords to
speak freely to the House without the
possibility of being sued for slander

Parliamentary Secretary /pa:ls
.ment(a)ri 'sekratri/, Parliamentary
Under-Secretary /,pa:lo,ment(o)ri
.Ando 'sekratri/ noun a government
member such as an MP or a member
of the House of Lords who works in a

department headed by a Secretary of
State or Minister of State (NOTE: To
avoid confusion, they are called Par-
liamentary Under-Secretaries in de-
partments where the head of the de-
partment is a Secretary of State.)

Parliamentary Secretary to the
Treasury /,pa:lo'ment(o)ri
'sekratri ta 01 'trezori/ noun in the
House of Commons, the Government
Chief Whip. » Captain of the Hon-
ourable Corps of Gentleman-at-
Arms

parliamentary sketch /pa:lo
'ment(o)ri sket[/ noun a short hu-
morous article in a newspaper on
events that have recently taken place
in Parliament

Parliamentary  Under-Secre-
tary /,pa:lo, ment (d)ri ,Andoa
'sekrotri/, Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State noun s Parlia-
mentary Secretary

parliamentary year /pa:lo
'ment(9)ri jTa/ noun the year of a ses-
sion of Parliament, running from the
Opening of Parliament, usually in the
autumn, until the recess usually in the
following summer

participation /pa: tisi'perf(o)n/
noun the way in which people become
involved in the political process by
voting, campaigning, joining political
parties and generally playing an active
part in politics (NOTE: The low turn-
out in recent local and general elec-
tions has led people to express con-
cerns about the level of participation
in British politics.)

particularism /pa'tikjuloriz(e)m/
noun the policy of allowing political
divisions within a country or federa-
tion to be self-governing, without re-
gard to what effect this may have on
the larger body

partisan /'pa:tiz(o)n, pa:tr'zen/
noun 1. a person who supports a poli-
cy or political party strongly o She’s a
partisan of the campaign for more
women Members of Parliament. 2. an
armed supporter of a political group
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which is fighting against the ruling
government

partisan alignment / pa:tiz(o)n o
'lainmont/ noun the long-term con-
nection between a person and a partic-
ular political party for which they reg-
ularly vote (NOTE: Partisan alignment
seems to be in decline in most mod-
ern democracies.)

partisan dealignment
/,pa:tiz(d)n ,dia'lainmant/ noun the
way in which in recent years people
have been less willing to vote regular-
ly for a particular political party

partition /pa:'tif(a)n/ noun the act
of dividing up a country

party /'pa:ti/ noun a political group
which joins together to gain represen-
tation and political power and which is
united by common goals and ideas o
the party line the official policy of a
political party, which must be fol-
lowed by its members and supporters
o to toe the party line to say what the
party expects you to say or not to have
a different view from the official party
policy o He was expelled from the par-
ty for refusing to toe the party line.

party headquarters /'pa:ti hed
'kwo:taz/ noun the central office of a
political party o The leader called a
meeting of the national committee at
the party headquarters.

party leader / pa:ti 'lizdo/ noun the
head of a political party, who usually
becomes head of government if the
party wins power
COMMENT: Normally a party leader has
a great deal of power when it come to
making appointments and deciding
policy. This power has increased in re-
cent years as the influence of the par-
ty conference has declined. Party
leaders must still consult widely
among their colleagues before they
make important decisions. In the end,
they have been appointed by the party
membership and can be dismissed by
them if they get out of touch with party
opinion.

party line / pa:ti lamn/ noun the of-
ficial policy of a political party or oth-
er organisation

party list system /pa:tr list
'sistom/ noun an electoral system
used for constituencies which have
more than one representative, in
which a voter votes for a list of candi-
dates belonging to a particular party
rather than for an individual candi-
date. Seats are then given to each party
according to their share of the vote in
that constituency and to each candi-
date according to the position they
have been given by their party on the
list. The next candidate on a party’s
list fills any vacancy that occurs in
mid-term. Also called list system
(NOTE: This system has been used
for British elections to the European
Parliament since1999.)
COMMENT: Under the list system, each
party draws up a list of candidates,
and the electors vote for the party list,
not for individual candidates. The par-
liament is then formed of candidates
from each party’s list in proportion to
the total number of votes which the
party has received. British elections to
the European Parliament are conduct-
ed under a party list system.
party man /'pa:ti men/ noun a man
who is a loyal member or supporter of
a political party
party person /'pa:iti 'p3is(e)n/
noun aloyal member or supporter of a
political party
party political broadcast /'pa:ti
pa'lrtik(a)l 'bro:dka:st/ noun a short
television or radio programme in
which a political party talks about po-
litical issues, especially during an
election
party politics /pa:ti 'politiks/
noun the situation where decisions are
made or actions taken in line with the
policies of a particular party, rather
than independently or in the general
interest
party woman /'pa:ti 'wumon/
noun a woman who is a loyal member
or supporter of a political party
pass /pa:s/ noun a piece of paper al-
lowing someone to go into a building
or area o You need a pass to enter the
Ministry offices. o All members of staff
must show a pass. m verb 1. to vote to
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make a law o Parliament passed the
Bill which has now become law. o The
Congress passed the bill over the pres-
ident’s veto. 2. to approve something o
The Director of Finance has to pass
an invoice before it is paid. o The loan
has been passed by the council. 3. to
be successful in an exam or test
passable /'pa:sab(a)l/ adjective re-
ferring to proposed legislation that is
likely to be passed or made law
passage /'pesidz/ noun 1. the
process of passing through a system o
They tried to obstruct the Bill’s pas-
sage through the House of Commons.
2. a piece of writing o The censor re-
moved several passages from the
newspaper report.

passive resistance /pasiv r1
'zist(9)ns/ noun resistance to authori-
ty using peaceful methods such as
demonstration or noncooperation
rather than violence

passport /'paspo:t/ noun an offi-
cial document with a photograph
proving that you are a citizen of a
country, which you usually have to
show when you travel from one coun-
try to another (NOTE: Passports now
contain biometric data on the holder
as a means of preventing identity
fraud and can be checked electroni-
cally.)

patent /'pertont, 'patont/ noun of-
ficial permission to be the only person
to have the right to produce something
which you have invented m verb to re-
ceive a patent

patented /'pertontid, 'patontrd/
adjective protected by a patent
patentee / perton'ti/ noun a person
who has received a patent

Patent Office /'pert(o)nt 'ofrs/
noun the government office which is-
sues patents

paternalism  /pa'tain(e)liz(e)m/
noun a style of government or man-
agement which limits individual
choice and personal responsibility
patrial /'pertriol/ noun 1. ((under
the 1971 Immigration Act)) a person
who has the right to live in the United

Kingdom because he or she was born
before 1 January 1983 and has a par-
ent who was born in the UK 2. ((be-
fore the 1981 British Nationality Act))
a person who had the right to live in
the United Kingdom because he or she
was born, adopted, registered or natu-
ralised in the United Kingdom
patriarchal /pertri'a:k(o)l/ adjec-
tive referring to a patriarchy
patriarchy /'pertria:ki/ noun ruled
or controlled by men

patriate /'pertriert/ verb to transfer
control to the home country o The Ca-

nadian constitution was formally pa-
triated in 1982.

patriot /'patriot/ noun a person who
proudly supports his or her country
patriotic / petri'vtik/ adjective re-
ferring to patriotism o It is every citi-
zen’s patriotic duty to learn the words
of the National Anthem.

patriotism /'patriotiz(o)m/ noun
the feeling of great pride and support
for your country. Compare chauvin-
ism

patronage /'pztronidz/ noun the
right to give government posts or hon-
ours to people o The Prime Minister
has considerable patronage.

patronage secretary / petronids
'sekrat(a)ri/ noun the official of the
Prime Minister’s staff who deals with
giving people honours and govern-
ment jobs

PAU abbreviation Pan American Un-
ion

pax /pxks/ noun a period of peace
and stability under the influence of a
particular powerful country or empire
o pax Brittanica
Paymaster-General /'per,ma:sto
'‘dzen(o)ral/ noun the government
minister who heads the office that acts
as paying agent for government de-
partments

PC / pi: 'sii/ abbreviation 1. personal
computer 2. police constable 3. politi-
cally correct 4. privy council

PCP / pi: si: 'pi:/ abbreviation Pro-
gressive Conservative Party



people

PCS abbreviation Public and Com-
mercial Services Union

PD abbreviation police department

peace /pi:s/ noun 1. the state of not
being at war o After six years of civil
war, the country is now at peace. o The
peace treaty was signed yesterday. o
Both sides claimed the other side
broke the peace agreement. 2. the
state of being quiet or calm

‘...there never was a good war or a bad

peace’ [Benjamin Franklin]
Peace Corps /'pi:s 'ko:/ nouna US
government organisation that trains
volunteers to work in developing
countries on educational and agricul-
tural projects
peaceful coexistence / pi:sf(a)l
kovrig'zistons/ noun a situation
where countries may be in complete
disagreement, but exist together with-
out threatening war
peace process /'piis ,prouses/
noun the gradual establishment of
peace by a process of negotiation be-
tween people who have been at war
Peel /pi:l/, Sir Robert (1788-1850)
prime minister of Great Britain
(1834-35 and 1841-46) and, s Home
Secretary (1822-27 and 1828-30), the
person who created the London police
force, later known as ‘bobbies’ or
‘peelers’. He founded the modern
Conservative Party and it won the
1841 election.
peer /p1o/ noun 1. a member of the
House of Lords (NOTE: A peer is dis-
qualified from standing for election to
the House of Commons, but can re-
nounce the peerage in order to be
able to stand for election as an MP.)
2. a person who is in the same group
or rank as another o a teacher well re-
spected by her peers
peerage /'prorid3/ noun 1. all peers,
taken as a group 2. the position of be-
ing a peer o Three new peerages were
created in the New Year’s Honours
List. o He was elevated to the peerage
in 1993.
Peerages Act /'pioridziz «kt/
noun an Act passed in 1963 that al-

lowed hereditary peers to refuse their
title for life. It also admitted female
hereditary peers to the House of Lords
and allowed the admittance of all
Scottish Peers.
COMMENT: The Act was introduced be-
cause Tony Benn, a Labour MP, want-
ed to continue to be an MP after he in-
herited the title of Viscount Stansgate.
At the time this status automatically
disqualified him from continuing to be
an MP although he was entitled to be-
come a Member of the House of
Lords.
peeress /pror'es/ noun a female
member of the House of Lords
penal /'pi:n(e)l/ adjective referring
to punishment o penal code a set of
laws governing crime and its punish-
ment
penal institution /'pizn(a)l
Jnstrtju:f(s)n/ noun a place where
criminals are kept, e.g. a prison
penalise /'pirnslaiz/, penalize verb
to punish someone for breaking a rule
or law o The government penalised
councils for overspending. o The con-
tractors were penalised for late deliv-
ery.
penal system /pimn(o)l 'sistom/
noun the system of punishments relat-
ing to different crimes

pending /'‘pendm/ adverb while
waiting for o Pending the council’s de-
cision, rates should be paid in the usu-
al way. o Pending advice from our
lawyers, we sent a simple letter of ac-
knowledgement.

Pentagon /'pentogon/ noun the
building used by Department of De-
fense in Washington (NOTE: The
building has five sides, hence the
name, which is also used to mean
the Defense Department itself: Pen-
tagon officials stated that the supply
of arms was illegal, Sources close to
the Pentagon refused to comment
on the story.)

people /'pi:p(d)l/ plural noun 1. hu-
man beings seen as a group o young
people o old people o Thousands of
people lined the streets to watch the
procession. o Most people voted for
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the new constitution. 2. all the mem-
bers of a nation o the government of
the people, by the people, for the peo-
ple o The President promised to serve
the people. (NOTE: The plural peo-
ples means ‘members of several na-
tions’: the peoples of southern Afri-
ca.) o a man or woman of the people
a leader or politician who understands
what is important to ordinary people m
noun someone’s business assistants
and advisers o Ask your people to con-
tact me next week.

People’s Assembly /pi:polz o
'sembli/ noun the legislature in Egypt
People’s Bureau /pipolz
'bjuerau/ noun the embassy of the
Libyan Republic

People’s Council /pi:pslz
'kaunsoal/ noun the legislature in Syria
People’s Party /piipslz 'pa:ti/
noun the name given to some political
parties, e.g. in Austria

people’s republic /piipalz 11
'pablik/ noun a Socialist or Commu-
nist republic

per /p3:, pa/ preposition 1. at a rate
of 2. out of o The rate of imperfect
items is about fifteen per hundred. o
The birth rate has fallen to twenty per
thousand.

per capita /ps 'kapito/ adjective,
adverb for each person o average in-
come per capita, per capita income
the average income of one person
per cent /ps 'sent/ adjective, ad-
verb out of each hundred or for each
hundred o Eighty per cent (80%) of
crimes are solved. (NOTE: It is usually
written % after numbers.)
perestroika /,pere'strorka/ noun a
period of political and economic re-
form that took place in the 1980s in
the former Soviet Union

period /'proriod/ noun a particular
length of time o the post-war period
periodic /piori'ndik/, periodical
/,prari'ndik(e)l/ adjective happening
regularly from time to time o the peri-
odic rise of extreme right-wing groups
Permanent Secretary
/,p3:manant 'sekratri/ noun a chief

civil servant in a government depart-
ment or ministry (NOTE: The Canada
term is Deputy Minister.)
COMMENT: Permanent Secretaries are
appointed by the Prime Minister but
are responsible to the Secretary of
State in charge of the relevant depart-
ment.
permit /'psimit/ noun an official
document which allows someone to
do something o export permit, im-
port permit an official document
which allows goods to be exported or
imported
per procurationem /'p3:
prokjuratsi'ounam/ Latin phrase
meaning ‘with the authority of.” Abbr
p-p-
per se /'p3: 'sel/ Latin phrase
meaning ‘on its own’ or ‘by itself’ o
Fixing the rates is not per se a matter
for the Housing Committee, though
they may wish to offer an opinion.
persecute /'pa:isikju:t/ verbto treat
someone cruelly or unfairly on politi-
cal, religious or racial grounds
persecution /,paisr'kjuzf(a)n/
noun cruel or unfair treatment of
someone on political, religious or ra-
cial grounds
person /'p3is(e)n/ noun a human
being
persona /p3:'souvna/ Latin word
meaning person o persona grata a
person who is acceptable to a govern-
ment, used especially of foreign diplo-
mats o persona non grata a person
who is not acceptable to a govern-
ment, used especially of foreign diplo-
mats o The Military Attaché was de-
clared persona non grata and asked to
leave the country.
personal allowances
/,p3:s(d@)n(9)l o'lavansiz/ plural noun
the part of a person’s income which is
not taxed o allowances against tax or
tax allowances
Personal Bill /'p3:s(a)nal bil/ noun
a private bill introduced into Parlia-
ment which refers to a single person
and is the only way in which the per-
son concerned can get justice, usually
in matters of property
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personal income /ps3:s(o)n(a)l
'inkam/ noun the income received by
an individual person before tax is paid

personality cult /ps:iso'neliti
kalt/ noun intense popular feeling
built around the character of a politi-
cian, usually a dictator

personal statement /'ps:s(o)n(a)l
'stertmont/ noun a statement made
by an MP after Question Time, when
he or she apologises to the House for
something. Also called personal ex-
planation

persuadable /pa‘'swerdab(a)l/
noun a voter who is regarded as being
willing to vote for a candidate if the
right arguments are given

persuade /po'swerd/ verb to get
people to do or believe what you want
by using clever arguments o After
hours of discussion, they persuaded
the proposer of the motion to accept
the amendment. o We could not per-
suade the French negotiating team to
sign the agreement.

persuasive /pa'sweisiv/ adjective
able to get people to do or believe
what you want by using clever argu-
ments o He made a very persuasive
speech against restoring the death
penalty.

pertain /pa'tein/ verb to apply or ex-
ist in a particular situation

petition /pa'tif(a)n/ noun 1. a writ-
ten request signed by the people sup-
porting it, asking those with power to
do something o They presented a peti-
tion with a million signatures to Par-
liament, asking for the law to be re-
pealed. o The councillor presented
two petitions which were referred to
the appropriate committees. 2. a wWrit-
ten request made to a court m verb to
make an official request o He peti-
tioned the government for a special
pension. o The marriage had broken
down and the wife petitioned for di-
vorce.
COMMENT: Petitions to the House of
Commons are written by hand, and
have a set form of words. After a peti-
tion is presented in the House of Com-
mons at the beginning of the day’s

business, it is said to ‘lie upon the ta-
ble’ and is placed in a bag behind the
Speaker’s Chair.
petitioner /pa'tif(a)na/ noun a per-
son who puts forward a petition
petty bourgeois /peti 'buozway/
adjective referring to the lower middle
class

petty bourgeoisie / peti buozwa
'ziz/ noun the lower middle class of
small shopkeepers and minor civil
servants (NOTE: The word bourgeois
is used in radical or communist cir-
cles to refer to anyone who is a cap-
italist, or even to anyone who is not a
communist.)

PFI noun a government scheme to en-
courage private companies to fund
public capital projects such as the
building of hospitals and schools. Full
form Private Finance Initiative

photo opportunity / foutou ,opo
'tjurnati/ noun a planned opportunity
for the media to photograph a politi-
cian or other public figure doing
something, especially to produce fa-
vourable publicity

pink /pigk/ adjective relating to po-
litical views that are slightly left-wing
Pitt /pit/, William, 1st Earl of
Chatham (1708-78) As secretary of
state (1756-61), he was the most pow-
erful politician in Great Britain and ef-
fectively prime minister. He headed a
new government from 1766 to 1768.

Pitt, William (1759-1806) Great
Britain’s youngest prime minister, at
the age of 24. Great Britain’s youngest
prime minister, at the age of 24 (1783—
1801), and returning for a second term
(1804-06), during which period the
Act of Union (1800(1783-1801)) in-
corporated Ireland into the United
Kingdom.

place /plers/ noun o the other place
or another place (in the House of
Commons) the House of Lords

placeman /'plersmon/ noun some-
one who receives a public office as a
reward for services to a political party
and uses it for personal greed or ambi-
tion
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Plaid Cymru /plaid 'komri/ noun
the political party which supports in-
dependence for Wales (NOTE: The
name means 'Party of Wales’ in the
Welsh language)

plank /plank/ noun a main item of
policy, or an important aspect of
something o A proposal to raise taxes
is the central plank of the party’s plat-
form.

planned /plend/ adjective done ac-
cording to a plan

planned economy /plend 1
'konomi/ noun a system where the
government plans all business activity

planner /'plena/ noun a person who
makes plans

planning /'pleniy/ noun 1. the ac-
tivity of organising how something
should be done 2. the activity of or-
ganising how land and buildings are to
be used

planning authority /'plenig o:
Oprati/ noun the section of local gov-
ernment which gives permission for
changes to be made to existing build-
ings or for new use of land

planning department /'pleniy dr
,paitmant/ noun the section of a local
government office which deals with
requests for planning permission
planning inquiry /'pleniy 1
Jkwarri/ noun a hearing before a gov-
ernment inspector relating to a deci-
sion of a local authority in planning
matters

planning permission /'pleniy po
.mif(a)n/ noun the official document
allowing someone to build new struc-
tures on empty land or to alter existing
buildings

platform /'pletfo:m/ noun a set of
policy proposals put forward by a can-
didate in an election

Plato /'plertou/ noun an Ancient
Greek philosopher (c. 428-347 BC)
whose ‘Republic’ is considered the
greatest work of political philosophy
(NOTE: Plato argued that the best
form of government would be one
where philosophers were rulers and

where everyone learnt to accept
their position in life.)

pleasure /'plezo/ » Her Majesty’s
pleasure

plebiscite /'plebisait/ noun a type
of vote to decide an important issue,
involving the eligible population of a
town, region or country o The prov-
ince decided by plebiscite to lower the
voting age to eighteen.
COMMENT: There is no agreement on
the difference between a referendum
and a plebiscite, and the words seem
to be largely interchangeable. Refer-
endum is the more modern term, and
the word plebiscite carries bad over-
tones of its use in the days of Fas-
cism.
pledge /pled3/ noun a promise o The
voters were impressed by the opposi-
tion’s pledge to reduce taxes. o to ful-
fil an election pledge to do what was
promised before an election m verb to
promise to do something o The gov-
ernment has pledged not to raise tax-
es. o He pledged his support to the
party leader.
plenary session /'pliznari
,sef(d)n/ noun a meeting of all the
members of a group o The European
Parliament met in plenary session.
plenipotentiary / plenipo'tenfori/
noun a person given full power to act
on behalf of a government in discus-
sions with another country o The trea-
ty was signed by plenipotentiaries on
behalf of the three governments.
plenum /'pliznom/ noun a meeting
at which all members of a group are
present
PLO abbreviation Palestine Libera-
tion Organization
PLP abbreviation Parliamentary La-
bour Party
pluralism /'pluaraliz(e)m/ noun a
social system which has different po-
litical, ethnic or religious groups co-
existing within it
pluralist state / pluoralist 'stert/
noun a state which has different polit-
ical, ethnic or religious groups co-ex-
isting within it and exerting influence
over the government
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plurality /pluo'raliti/ noun 1. the
number of votes which a candidate re-
ceives more than those for another
candidate o The candidate with a sim-
ple plurality wins the seat. 2. having
more votes than another candidate
(NOTE: [all senses] Plurality is more
commonly used in US English.)

plural voting /'pluoral 'voutip/
noun formerly, a system of voting that
allowed some people to vote more
than once in an election or to vote in
different constituencies

plutocracy /plu:'tokrosi/ noun a
system of rule by rich people

plutocrat /'plu:tokreet/ noun a per-
son who is a member of a plutocracy

PM abbreviation Prime Minister

pocket /'pokit/ verb ((of a US pres-
ident)) to retain a bill without signing
it in order to stop it becoming ap-
proved by Congress

pocket borough /pokit 'baro/
noun in Great Britain before the Re-
form Act of 1832, a political constitu-
ency whose representative in Parlia-
ment was chosen by one landowner or
landowning family

pocket veto /pokit 'virtou/ noun
US the refusal by the President of the
USA to sign a bill passed by Congress,
which the President may use if the bill
is given to him within ten days of the
time when Congress adjourns and
which Congress cannot override

COMMENT: The President’s ‘ordinary’
veto gives the power to refuse to sign
a bill into law. He must return his rea-
sons for the veto within ten days. If
Congress does not give him sufficient
time to do this, that is if Congress
gives him the bill less than ten days
before the end of a session, the Pres-
ident can simply ignore the bill. This is
called the pocket veto. While the ‘ordi-
nary’ veto can be overturned by a two-
thirds majority in both houses, the
pocket veto cannot be overturned at
all by Congress.

pogrom /'pogrom/ noun a planned
campaign of persecution or extermi-
nation of an ethnic group supported by
a government (NOTE: The term was

first used of the campaigns against
the Jews in tsarist Russia.)

point /point/ noun a question or
statement relating to a matter o in an-
swer to the points raised by the Oppo-
sition spokesman o There are two
points to be considered. o The Chief
Executive made the point that the day
in question was a Sunday. o to take
someone’s point to agree that the
point made by another speaker is cor-
rect o I take your point but it has no
bearing on the issue. o point taken, I
take your point I agree that what you
say is valid

point of fact/ point ov 'fakt/ noun
a question which has to be decided re-
garding the facts of a case o in point
of fact really or actually

point of order /pomt ov 'ordo/
noun a question by one of the people
taking part in a formal debate or meet-
ing that relates to the way in which a
meeting is conducted, in particular
whether rules are being properly ob-
served o he raised an interesting point
of order o on a point of order, Mr
Smith asked the chairman to give a
ruling on whether the committee could
approve its own accounts
COMMENT: To raise a point of order,
someone may say: ‘On a point of or-
der, Mr. Chairman’, and the Chairman
should stop the discussion to hear
what the person raising the point wish-
es to say.
polemic /pa'lemik/ noun a strong,
often controversial argument against
or, less often, in favour of something

polemics /pa'lemiks/ noun the
practice of arguing strongly for or
against something

police /pa'lits/ noun the official
group of people who keep law and or-
der in a country o The police have cor-
doned off the town centre. m verb 1. to
keep law and order in a place o The
President used the National Guard to
police the capital. 2. to make sure that
regulations or guidelines are carried
out o The department is carefully po-
licing the way the guidelines are being
followed.
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COMMENT: Under English law, the po-
lice are organised by area, each area
functioning independently with its own
police force. London, and the area
round London, is policed by the Metro-
politan Police Force under the direct
supervision of the Home Secretary.
Outside London, each police force is
answerable to a local police authority,
although day-to-day control of opera-
tions is vested entirely in the Chief
Constable.

police authority /po lirs o:'Ooriti/

noun the local committee which su-

pervises the police force of an area

Police Commissioner /ps li:s ko
'm1f(9)na/ noun the highest rank in a
police force

Police Complaints Board /ps
Jlirs kam'pleints ,ba:d/ noun a group
which investigates complaints made
by members of the public against the
police

police constable /pa'lizs
Jkanstob(d)l/ noun in the United
Kingdom, Canada, Australia, and
New Zealand, a police officer of the
lowest rank. Abbr PC

police force /pa'lizs fors/ noun a
group of policemen organised in an
area o The members of several local
police forces have collaborated in the
hunt for the terrorists. o The London
police force is looking for more re-
cruits.

police headquarters /po li:s hed
'kwortaz/ noun the main offices of a
police force

police inspector /polizs 1
'spekto/ noun the rank in the police
force above sergeant and below chief
inspector

policeman /po'lizsmon/ noun a
man who is a member of a police force
police officer /pa'lizs ,of1sa/ noun
a member of a police force

COMMENT: Under English law, a police
officer is primarily an ordinary citizen
who has certain powers under com-
mon law and by statute.
police precinct /pa lizs
'prizsimy(k)t/ noun US a section of a
town with its own police station

police protection /pslirs pra
'tekfon/ noun the services of the po-
lice to protect someone who might be
harmed

police sergeant /po li:s 'sa:dzont/
noun the rank in the police force
above constable and below inspector
police state /po'lizs stert/ noun a
country or system in which the gov-
ernment uses the police or army to
control the people o After the coup, the
generals were accused of operating a
police state.

police station /po'lizs sterf(o)n/
noun the local office of a police force
policewoman /pa'lizswuman/
noun a woman member of a police
force

policing /pa'lizsiy/ noun the activity
of keeping law and order in a place,
using the police force o The council is
debating the Chief Constable’s polic-
ing methods.

policy /'polisi/ noun a detailed plan
of how something will be done o gov-
ernment policy on wages or govern-
ment wages policy o the government’s
prices policy o the country’s economic
policy o Our policy is to submit all
contracts to the legal department. o It
is not the policy of the council to give
grants for more than three years. o the
government made a policy state-
ment or made a statement of policy
the government declared in public
what its plans were

policy committee /'polisi ko'miti/
noun a small group which discusses
plans for the way in which something
will be done

policy community /'polisi ko
'mjuiniti/, policy network noun the
close relationship between govern-
ment departments, pressure groups,
local authorities, academics, think
tanks and a wide variety of influences
involved in developing policy
Politburo /'politbjuarau/ noun the
Central Committee of a Communist
Party (NOTE: In North Korea the Polit-
buro is the governing group in the
country.)
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politic » body politic
political /pa'litik(a)l/ adjective re-
lating to the state, government, politi-
cal parties or elections o They are hop-
ing for a political rather than a mili-
tary solution to the crisis.
political correctness /ps,Iitik(a)l
ko'rektnas/ noun the attempt to
speak, write or act in a way that will
avoid giving offence to groups such as
people with disabilities, ethnic groups
or women, who have often been re-
ferred to or treated in inappropriate
ways in the past (disapproving) Abbr
PC. ; inclusive
political crime  /politik(a)l
'krarm/ noun a crime committed for a
political reason, e.g. assassination
political economy /po litik(o)l 1
'kpnomi/ noun the study of ways in
which economics and government
policies affect each other
political editor /pa'litik(o)] 'edrto/
noun the chief journalist on a newspa-
per, or television or radio station who
deals with political stories
political fund /ps'litik(a)l fand/
noun the money which a trade union
collects from its members to give to a
political party
political levy /politik(e)l 'levi/
noun the part of the subscription of a
member of a trade union which the un-
ion then pays to support a political
party
political life /pa'litik(o)l larf/ noun
activities and work associated with es-
pecially national or international poli-
tics
‘Never lose your temper with the press or
the public is a major rule of political life’
[Christabel Pankhurst]
politically correct /po litikli ko
'rekt/ adjective avoiding giving of-
fence to groups such as people with
disabilities, ethnic groups or women.
Abbr PC
political  officer /po litik(a)l
'pfiso/ noun a diplomat in a colony
who is concerned mainly with the re-
lations between his government at
home and the administration in the

colony or with the governments of the
countries near the colony

political party /po'litik(o)l ,pa:ti/
noun a group of people who try to
achieve political power and who are
united by common beliefs about how
the country should be run

political prisoner /pslitik(a)l
'priz(9)na/ noun a person kept in pris-
on because he or she is an opponent of
the political party in power. Also
called prisoner of state

political refugee /po,litik(o)l
refju'dzii/ noun a person who leaves
a country because he or she is afraid of
persecution for their political beliefs

politician /,poli'tif(a)n/ noun a per-

son involved in politics, especially na-

tional or international politics o a full-

time politician a person whose job is

in politics, as an elected representative
‘...the most successful politician is he
who says what everybody is thinking
most often and in the loudest voice’
[Theodore Roosevelt]

politicise /pa'lemik/ verb 1. to in-
troduce political opinions into the dis-
cussion of an issue of general public
interest 2. to make someone more
aware of or active in politics
politicking /'politikig/ noun politi-
cal campaigning or speech-making,
especially when regarded as insincere
or to someone’s own advantage

politico /pa'litikesu/ noun a politi-
cian, especially one regarded as inef-
fective, insincere or self-serving
(informal)

politico- /politikeau/ prefix political
and o politico-economic reasons for
debt

politics /'politiks/ noun the theory
and practice of governing a country o
local politics or national politics the
practice of governing a local area, or
of governing a country
‘...politics is the art of the possible’
[R.A. Butler]
polity /'politi/ noun a particular
form of government that exists within
a state or an institution
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poll /paul/ noun 1. the process of a
political election. ; exit poll, opinion
poll, straw poll o to go to the polls to
vote to choose a Member of Parlia-
ment or a local councillor o the polls
opened an hour ago the voting start-
ed officially an hour ago o the polls
close at 10 o’clock the voting ends at
10 o’clock 2. the number of votes cast
in an election o a low poll m verb 1. to
receive a particular number or per-
centage of votes in an election o He
polled only 123 votes in the general
election. o The centre parties polled
15% of the votes. 2. to ask a represent-
ative number of people their opinion
and to hope to discover as a result
what the whole population thinks. »
opinion poll

polling booth /'pouliy bu:d/ noun
asmall enclosed space in a polling sta-
tion, where the voter goes to mark his
or her ballot paper in private. Also
called voting booth

polling day /'poulig detr/ noun the
day of an election

polling station /'poulip ,steif(o)n/
noun a central public place such as a
library or school where people of the
surrounding area go to vote

pollster /'paulsta/ noun an expert in
designing, holding and understanding
opinion polls

poll tax /'paul teks/ noun 1. a tax
paid at the same rate by each adult
member of the population. Also called
community charge 2. same as com-
munity charge

COMMENT: Nicknamed the poll tax af-
ter the hated 14th-century Poll Tax,
which had been a major cause of the
Peasants’ Revolt, the community
charge was first introduced in Scot-
land and later in England and Wales
as a replacement for the former sys-
tem of ‘rates’, a tax on the size of
owned property. It was so unpopular
that in 1990 there were violent pro-
tests and demonstrations against it, a
large non-payment campaign, and
large anti-government votes in local
elections and by-elections. It had a big
influence in Margaret Thatcher losing
the leadership of the Conservative
party and was later abolished.

polyarchy /'polia:ki/ noun rule by
many people

populace /'popjulas/ noun the ordi-
nary people in an area or country o
The government has hidden its plans
from the populace.

popular /'popjulo/ adjective 1.
liked by many people o This is our
most popular model. 2. referring to
people in general o a popular miscon-
ception about local government o The
policy has wide popular appeal. 3.
suitable for most people who have no
special or technical knowledge o a
popular account of the cloning issue

Popular Front /'popjulo frant/
noun 1. a group of Socialist and Com-
munist parties, formed in 1935 to fight
fascism 2. a left-wing organisation
formed to fight a ruling government or
colonial power

Popular Party /'popjulo 'pa:ti/
noun a political party which claims to
represent a large number of ordinary
people

popular sovereignty /'popjulo
'spvrinti/ noun in the United States,
the doctrine that a government is sub-
ject to the will of the people

popular vote / popjuls 'vout/ noun
a vote of the majority of the people in
a country o the president is elected
by popular vote the president is elect-
ed by a majority of all the voters in the
country, as opposed to being elected
by parliament
COMMENT: The President of the USA is
elected by an electoral college, not by
popular vote.
populated /'popjulertid/ adjective
where people live o a heavily populat-
ed area or a densely populated area

population /,popju'lerf(a)n/ noun
1. all the people who live in a place o
Less than half the population bothered
to vote in the last election. 2. the
number of people living in a place o a
city with a population of two million
or with a 2 million population o The
population of Britain has fallen over
the last few years.
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populism /'politikz(a)m/ noun pol-
itics that considers the interests of or-
dinary people, as opposed to those of
a privileged elite

populist /'popjulist/ adjective de-
signed to appeal to what most people
are thought to want o populist policies
m noun a politician who appeals to
people by playing on their emotions
and fears

populous /'popjules/ adjective
where many people live o The most
populous area of the country is round
the capital.

pork /po:k/ noun government money
and jobs awarded by politicians to
their supporters or constituents to win
their favour, especially when the strat-
egy has failed

portcullis /po:t'kalrs/ noun the em-
blem of both UK Houses of Parlia-
ment, in the form of a portcullis with a
crown above it (NOTE: A portcullis is a
heavy iron grid that was raised and
lowered to protect the gateway of a
castle.)

portfolio /po:t'fouliou/ noun the
particular job of a government minis-
ter o He was offered the Defence port-
folio.

position paper /ps'zif(a)n 'perpa/
noun a detailed report on a subject
giving the official opinion and recom-
mendations of a government or organ-
isation

positive discrimination
/,pozittv diskrimi'nerf(a)n/ noun
the policy of giving more favourable
treatment to members of groups who
have often suffered from unfair treat-
ment o The council’s policy of positive
discrimination has ensured that more
women are appointed to senior posts.
positive vetting / pozitiv 'vetiy/
noun the close investigation of a per-
son who applies for a civil service job
working with secret information
possession /pa'zef(a)n/ noun the
situation of having something o how
did the information come into his
possession, how did he get posses-
sion of the information? how did he

acquire the information? o the Com-
mittee was not in full possession of
the facts the Committee did not know
everything about the matter o an MP
in possession of the House an MP
who is speaking to the House of Com-
mons, and so cannot be interrupted or
stopped

postal ballot /'poust(o)l ,belot/
noun an election where the voters
send their voting papers by post

postal vote /'poust(a)l vaut/ noun
a vote made by sending in a voting pa-
per by post

postbag /'poustbeeg/ noun the let-
ters received by a well-known person,
MP, newspaper, or TV or radio pro-
gramme o The postbag was full of
complaints about the proposals for the
new airport. (NOTE: The US term is
mailbag.)

posterioriy a posteriori

POTUS /'potos/ noun full form
President of the United States
(used in memos and internal docu-
ments by White House staff)

power /'‘pauvo/ noun 1. the strength
or ability to do something 2. the au-
thority or legal right to do things or to
make people do things o the powers of
a local authority in relation to chil-
dren in care o the powers and duties
conferred on the tribunal by the statu-
tory code o The treasurer has no pow-
er to vary the order. o The President
was granted wide powers under the
new constitution. 3. a powerful coun-
try or state o one of the important mil-
itary powers in the region

‘Power tends to corrupt and absolute

power corrupts absolutely.” [Lord Acton]

power base /'paus bers/ noun a
group of voters or supporters provid-
ing the core of someone’s political
power or influence o he has built up a
power base in the unions

power bloc /'pauvs blok/ noun a
group of countries linked together as a
powerful group

power broker /'pavo 'brouko/
noun a person or country that is able



powerful

to use their influence to affect the pol-
icies and decisions of others
powerful /'pavaf(a)l/ adjective hav-
ing the power to influence or control
what people do or think o a powerful
argument against military interven-
tion in the area o The party has a pow-
erful publicity department.
powerless /'pauslos/ adjective
having no power o The government
was powerless in the face of the cam-
paign.

power play /'pavo plet/ noun the
use of influence or threats to achieve
something

power politics /pauvs 'politiks/
noun the threat to use economic or
military force by one powerful coun-
try to try to get other countries to do
what it wants

P-P- on behalf of, or with the authori-
ty of (used before a signature when
signing a letter for someone else)
Full form per procurationem

PPP /pi: pi: 'pii/ abbreviation public
private partnership

PPS abbreviation Parliamentary Pri-
vate Secretary

PR abbreviation 1. proportional rep-
resentation 2. public relations
Praesidium, Presidium noun the
main committee of a governing Com-
munist Party

pragmatic sanction /preg'matik
'seepkfan/ noun a decree issued by a
sovereign that has the force of law
pray /prey/ verb to ask someone to do
something o Members pray that ac-
tion may be taken.

prayer /prea/ noun 1. arequest to the
House of Commons to do something
or not to do something 2. a motion in
the House of Commons asking the
Crown to annul a statutory instrument
3. arequest to God

prayers /preoz/ plural noun an ad-
dress to God, which begins each sit-
ting of the Houses of Parliament
preamble /pri'emb(a)l/ noun the
first words in an official document
such as a Bill before Parliament or

contract, introducing the document
and setting out the main points in it
precautions /pri'ko:f(a)nz/ plural
noun steps taken to prevent something
unpleasant o The company did not
take proper fire precautions. o Staff
must take precautions against theft.
precedence /'presid(a)ns/ noun
the right to be first, because of being
the most important

precedent /'presid(o)nt/ noun
something such as a judgment which
has happened earlier, and which can
show what should be done in the
present case

precept /'pritzsept/ noun an order
asking for rates to be paid o the Met-
ropolitan Police precept part of the
council tax paid in London which
pays for the Metropolitan Police Force
precinct /'prizsipkt/ noun 1. an
open area in a town around which
there are shops or other buildings 2.
US an administrative district in a town
(NOTE: The UK equivalent is ward.)
preclude /pri'klu:d/ verb to forbid
or to prevent o The High Court is pre-
cluded by statute from reviewing such
a decision. o This agreement does not
preclude a further agreement between
the parties in the future.
predecessor /'pri:disesa/ noun a
person who has held a job before the
present person o He had to accept the
treaty which his predecessor had
signed.

pre-empt / pri: 'empt/ verb to act
before someone else can act o The
President pre-empted the call for more
democracy by suddenly announcing a
general election.

pre-emption /,pri: 'empfon/ noun
the right of first refusal to buy some-
thing before it is sold to someone else
preference /'pref(o)rons/ noun
something which is liked or wanted
more than other things o to have or
show or express a preference for to
like something better than something
else o We have a clear preference for a
diplomatic solution. o in order of
preference arranged with your first
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choice first and your last choice last o
List the candidates in order of prefer-
ence. o personal preference a feeling
of liking or wanting something that is
different for different people o The
choice of car is not just a matter of
personal preference — there are envi-
ronmental consequences to take into
account.

preferential duty / preforenf(o)l
'djurti/, preferential tariff noun a
special low rate of tax

preferential treatment
/,prefarenfal 'trirztmant/ noun better
treatment given to one person or group
than to another without reasonable
cause o No-one should get preferential
treatment on the housing list just be-
cause they are related to a councillor.

preferential voting / prefo'renfol
'voutig/ noun an electoral system
used in some countries such as Aus-
tralia, in which voters indicate their
chosen candidates in order of prefer-
ence

preferment /pri'fa:mont/ noun the
process of giving someone an impor-
tant job or a better job than they had
before

prejudge /pri:'d3ads/ verb to form
an opinion about something or some-
one without having all the information

prejudice /'predzudis/ noun 1. an
unreasonable opinion about someone
based on false ideas about their reli-
gion, race, gender or class 2. harm
done to someone m verb to harm
someone or something o The reports
appeared to prejudice his chances of
getting the appointment.

prejudiced /'predzudist/ adjective
based on prejudice o The speakers
were clearly prejudiced against for-
eigners.

pre-legislative scrutiny /pri
Jledzislativ  'skruitini/ noun the
process of allowing MPs who have
special knowledge of the subject of a
Bill to make comments at an early
stage, in a departmental Select Com-
mittee, before a bill is introduced into
Parliament

preliminary /pri'limm(o)ri/ adjec-
tive happening at an early stage in a
process

preliminary discussion /pr1
Jmmin(a)ri di'ska[(a)n/, preliminary
meeting noun a discussion or meet-
ing which takes place before the main
discussion or meeting starts
preliminary ruling /pr1,limm(o)ri
'ruiliy/ noun a decision made by a
court before its final judgement o The
preliminary ruling of the European
Court of Justice was meticulously pre-
pared and indicated that the case was
going against the company.

premier /'premia/ noun 1. the Prime
Minister 2. (in a federal state) the
chief minister of a state or province as
opposed to the Prime Minister of the
Federal government. This applies to
the States of Australia, the Provinces
of Canada and also in China.

premiership /'premiosf1p/ noun the
period when a Prime Minister governs
o during the premiership of Harold
Wilson (NOTE: In Canada and Aus-
tralia, it is also used to refer to pro-
vincial or state premiers.)

premises /'premisiz/ noun a build-
ing and the land it stands on o review-
ing the local tax on business premises
o licensed premises

premium bonds /'priimiom
bonds/ plural noun government
bonds, part of a national savings
scheme, which do not pay any interest
but which give the owner the chance to
win a weekly or monthly prize

prerogative /pri'rngotiv/ noun a
special right which someone has to do
something

prerogative of mercy /pr1
IDgatIv ov 'maisi/ noun a power
used by the Home Secretary to reduce
a sentence imposed by the courts on a
criminal

prerogative order /prirogotiv
'2:do/, prerogative writ noun a com-
mand ordering a body to do its duty or
not to do some act, or to hold an in-
quiry into its own actions
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prerogative powers /pri,rogotiv
'‘pavas/ plural noun the special pow-
ers used by a government, acting in
the name of the King or Queen, to do
something such as declare war, nomi-
nate ministers, without needing to ask
Parliament to approve the decision
presence /'prez(s)ns/ noun being
present or being at a place when some-
thing happens o The will was signed in
the presence of two witnesses.

present /'prez(o)nt/ adjective 1.
happening now o The present interna-
tional situation means that police
have been put on the alert. o What is
the present address of the company?
2. being there when something hap-
pens o Only four Opposition MPs
were present when the vote was put. m
verb 1. to give someone something o
The mayor presented certificates to
members of the public who had helped
in the rescue operations. o She was
presented with a watch on completing
twenty-five years’ service with the
council. 2. to bring, send or show a
document o to present a petition to
bring a petition before a meeting for
discussion o Councillor Smith pre-
sented a petition requesting improve-
ments to the hospital bus service.
presentation /prez(o)n'terf(o)n/
noun 1. the process or a ceremony of
giving something to someone o They
made him a presentation of a watch
after twenty-five years’ service. o At a
presentation ceremony in the White
House, the President awarded the
Medal of Honor to three people. 2. a
talk, demonstration or exhibition to
explain something o The developers
made a presentation of the proposed
new civic centre. o We have asked two
PR firms to make presentations of ad-
vertising campaigns aimed at tourists.
preservation order /prezo
'verf(e)n ,0:da/ noun a court order
which prevents a building from being
knocked down or a tree from being cut
down

preside /pri'zaid/ verb 1. to be
chairman of a meeting o fo preside
over a meeting o The meeting was

held in the committee room, Mr Smith
presiding. 2. to be in control when
something happens o The generals
presided over a period of economic
decline. o The finance minister presid-
ed over a run-down of the country’s
gold reserves.

presidency /'prezidonsi/ noun 1.
the position of president o The presi-
dency of the European Union passes
from country to country every six
months. 2. the period when a president
is governing o during Kennedy's pres-
idency or during the Kennedy presi-
dency

president /'prezid(e)nt/ noun 1.
the head of a department, company or
court o He was elected president of the
sports club. o A.B. Smith has been ap-
pointed president of the company. 2.
the head of a republic o the President
of the United States (NOTE: As a title
of a head of state, President can be
used with a surname: President
Ford, President Wilson. In the United
States, it is also often as a term of
address with Mr in front: Mr Presi-
dent.)
COMMENT: A president is the head of
state of a republic. It may be a cere-
monial title, with some executive pow-
ers while the real power resides in the
Prime Minister, as in India. In other
states such as the USA, the President
is both head of state and head of gov-
ernment. The President of the USA is
elected by an electoral college, and
holds the executive power under the
United States constitution. The legis-
lative power lies with Congress, and
the President cannot force Congress
to enact legislation, but can veto legis-
lation which has been passed by Con-
gress.
president-elect /prezid(o)nt 1
'lekt/ noun an elected or appointed
president who has not yet officially
started work in that role

presidential / prezi'denfsl/ adjec-
tive referring to a president of a coun-
try o the US presidential elections o
Three presidential candidates have
appeared on television. o The Nation-
al Guard has surrounded the Presi-
dential Palace. o presidential gov-
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ernment a type of government where
the head of the executive is a president

presidential-style /prezi'denfol
,stail/ adjective working in a similar
way to the United States presidency o
presidential-style government a type
of government similar to that of the
United States, where the President is
not a member of the elected legislature
o presidential-style campaign an
election campaign which concentrates
on the person of the leader of the par-
ty, and not on the party’s policies o
The Prime Minister was accused of
running a presidential-style govern-
ment or a presidential-style election
campaign.

President of the Board of
Trade /prezidont ov 05 ,boid ov
'tre1d/ noun a title sometimes given to
the minister in charge of the British
Department of Trade, equivalent to a
Minister of Commerce

President of the European
Commission /prezidont ov 089
Juarapiron ko'mif(a)n/ noun the
chief executive of the European Union
and head of the European Commis-
sion, elected for a five-year period

President of the Senate
/,prezidont av 09 'sensat/ noun the
person who chairs debates in the US
Senate and has a casting vote, nomi-
nally the Vice-President of the USA,
but usually a deputy, except when a
casting vote is likely to be used

president pro tempore
/,prezid(a)nt prou 'temparer/ noun a
senator who takes the place of the
Vice-President as chair of the Senate,
or who appoints deputies to do so,
when the Vice-President is not present

presidium noun another spelling of
Praesidium

press /pres/ noun newspapers and
magazines o in the press in or men-
tioned by news publications o The
Minister has been in the press a lot re-
cently. o He has been strongly criti-
cised in the press for the decision. o
the local press newspapers which are
sold in a small area of the country o

the national press newspapers which
are sold in all parts of the country =
verb to ask for something again and
again o She pressed the Minister for a
reply. o The Opposition pressed for a
debate.

press conference /'pres
konf(a)rons/ noun a meeting where
reporters from the news media are giv-
en news by politicians, the police or
others, who answer the reporters’
questions

Press Council /'pres ,kauns(a)l/
noun a body which hears complaints
from the public about newspapers and
attempts to get newspapers to report
the news in a responsible way

press coverage
kav(a)ridz/ noun reports
something by newspapers
press gallery /'pres ,gelori/ noun
a part of the House of Commons,
House of Lords or other council
chamber, where journalists sit to re-
port on debates

pressing /'presiy/ adjective urgent
o There is a mass of pressing business
for the committee to consider.

press release /'pres r1,lirs/ noun a
report about something which is sent
to newspapers, television and radio
stations by people involved so that
they can get publicity for it

press secretary /'pres
,sekrat(9)ri/ noun a person employed
by an organisation to spread favoura-
ble news stories about the organisation
o The information was communicated
by the President’s Press Secretary.
pressure /'prefa/ noun a force or
strong influence to make someone
change his or her opinions or course of
action o The army exerts strong polit-
ical pressure on the President. o The
Prime Minister gave in to pressure
from the backbenchers. o The Whips
applied pressure on the rebel MPs to
vote with the government.

pressure group /'prefo gru:p/
noun a group of people with similar
interests, who try to influence govern-
ment policies

/'pres
about
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pressure politics /,prefa
'‘politiks/ noun the activity of at-
tempting to change a government’s
policies by political discussion and in-
fluence

previous question /'priivios
'kwest [(a)n/ noun 1. in the House of
Commons, a motion to stop a question
being debated, so that a vote cannot be
held on it 2. in the House of Lords and
US legislative bodies, a motion to put
a question that will end a debate so
that a vote on a bill can be taken im-
mediately

price controls /'prais kon,troulz/
noun legal measures to prevent prices
rising too fast

prima facie /praimo 'feifi/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘on the face of it or
as things seem at first’

primary /'praimori/ adjective 1. in
the first place o of primary impor-
tance extremely important, the most
important of all o The question is of
primary importance to the security of
the country. 2. the first of several stag-
es m noun US alocal election in which
members of a political party choose
candidates for an election (NOTE: In
the USA, primaries are held in some
states to choose a candidate for the
presidency in advance of the nomi-
nating conventions.)
COMMENT: In the USA, primaries are
held in some states to choose a can-
didate for the presidency in advance
of the nominating conventions.
Prime Minister /praim 'ministo/
noun the head of a government o the
Australian Prime Minister or the
Prime Minister of Australia
COMMENT: The title Prime Minister is
used in most countries to indicate the
head of the government, except in
countries, such as the USA, where the
President is head of government as
well as the head of state. The British
Prime Minister is not the head of state,
but the head of government. The
Prime Minister is usually the leader of
the party which has the majority of the
seats in the House of Commons, and
forms a cabinet of executive ministers
who are either MPs or members of the
House of Lords.

Prime Ministerial /prarm ,minr
'stroriol/ adjective referring to a
Prime Minister o Prime Ministerial
government a form of government
where a Prime Minister is the head of
government

Prime Minister's Questions
/,praim ,mrinistaz 'kwest[oanz/ noun
the period, currently of 30 minutes on
Wednesdays, when MPs ask questions
the Prime Minister directly

primus inter pares /praimos 1n
't31 peas/ Latin phrase meaning ‘first
among equals’: used sometimes to re-
fer to the office of Prime Minister, im-
plying that all ministers are equal, and
the Prime Minister is simply the most
important of them (NOTE: There is a
great deal of discussion over the
question of whether the Prime Minis-
ter is merely first among equals or
whether in recent years the Prime
Minister has become more like a
president who dominates the Cabi-
net.)

prince /prins/ noun 1. a male mem-
ber of a royal family, usually the son
of a king or queen o one of the Saudi
royal princes 2. the title of the ruler of
a small country such as Cambodia or
Monaco (NOTE: spelt with a capital
letter when used as a title: Prince
Chatrles; Prince Abdullah)

prince consort /prins 'konso:t/
noun 1. Prince Consort the title giv-
en to Prince Albert, the husband of
Queen Victoria (1837-1901) 2. the ti-
tle given to the husband of a ruling
queen o When Queen Victoria reigned
as queen, her husband, Albert, was
Prince Consort.

princedom /'prinsdom/ noun a
small country ruled by a prince
Prince of Wales /,prins ov 'weilz/
noun the title of the eldest son of the
king or queen of England

princess /prin'ses/ noun a female
member of a royal family, especially
the daughter of a king or queen, or the
wife of a prince

Princess Royal /prin'ses 'rorol/
noun the title given to the eldest
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daughter of a king or queen (NOTE:
spelt with a capital letter as a title:
Princess Anne; the Princess of
Wales)

principal /'prinsip(e)l/ noun 1. a
person who is responsible for some-
thing, especially person who is in
charge of a company or person who
commits a crime 2. a person or com-
pany which is represented by an agent
o The agent has come to London to see
her principals. 3. money invested or
borrowed on which interest is paid o fo
repay principal and interest m adjec-
tive most important o The principal
shareholders asked for a meeting. o
The country’s principal products are
paper and wood. Compare principle

principality / prinsi'peliti/ noun a
country ruled by a prince o the Princi-
pality of Monaco v co-principality
(NOTE: The state of Andorra is in fact
a co-principality, as it is governed by
two princes; in Britain, ‘the Principal-
ity’ is the name given to Wales.)

principle /'prinsip(a)l/ noun a basic
point or general rule

prioritise /prar'ori tarz/ verb 1. to
put some things that need to be done
first and do them before others 2. to
put the things you have to do in an or-
der of importance

priority /prar'oriti/ noun something
which is more important than other
things o order of priority an order in
which things are arranged, where the
most important comes first o let us
deal with the points on the agenda in
order of priority o the government
has got its priorities wrong the gov-
ernment is giving importance to things
that are not regarded as important
priority area /prar'oriti ‘eorio/
noun a part of the country to which
government must give extra money
because of its needs

prisoner of conscience
/'priz(a)na av 'konfans/ noun a per-
son who has been put in prison be-
cause of his or her beliefs

prisoner of state /'priz(o)no ov
stert/ noun same as political prison-
er

prisoner of war /priz(o)no ov
'wai/ noun a member of the armed

forces captured by the enemy in time
of war. Abbr POW

prison visitor /priz(o)n 'vizito/
noun a member of a board of visitors
appointed by the Home Secretary to
visit, inspect and report on conditions
in prisons

private /'prarvot/ adjective 1. be-
longing to a single person, not a com-
pany or the state 2. not public, limited
to a small group o The discussions be-
tween the minister and his civil serv-
ants must remain private if they are to
be of any value

Private Bill /'prarvat bil/, Private
Act noun a Bill or Act of Parliament
relating to a particular person or insti-
tution

Private Calendar /'prarvot
'keelinda/ noun US the list of Private
Bills to be discussed in the House of
Representatives

Private  Finance Initiative
/,prarvat 'famnans 1,nifotiv/ noun
full form of PFI

private member /'praivot
'memba/ noun an ordinary backbench
MP who is not a member of the Gov-
ernment or on the Opposition front
bench

Private Member’s Bill / prarvot
'membaz ,bil/ noun a Bill which is
drawn up and introduced to Parlia-
ment by an ordinary Member of Par-
liament, not by a government minister

Private = Secretary /prarvot
'sekroatri/ noun a civil servant at-
tached personally to a Secretary of
State or Prime Minister, who acts as
the link between the minister and the
department

private sector /'prarvot  sekto/
noun all companies and businesses
which are owned by shareholders or
individuals, not by the state. Compare
public sector
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private sitting /'praivot 'sitm/
noun an occasion when Parliament
meets without any members of the
public being present and without writ-
ten records or recordings being made.
Private sittings occur rarely.

privatisation / prarvotar'zerf(o)n/,
privatization noun the action of pri-
vatising a state-owned industry

privatise /'prarvotaiz/, privatize
verb to sell a state-owned industry to
private shareholders, usually to mem-
bers of the public

privilege /'privilid3/ noun 1. a spe-
cial advantage attached to a position
or office o The office of Mayor carries
privileges, such as the use of the may-
oral car and driver. o One of the priv-
ileges of the job is being able to use
the company helicopter. 2. protection
from the law given in some circum-
stances to particular individuals like
Members of Parliament in UK or the
President in USA o breach of parlia-
mentary privilege speaking in a de-
famatory way about Parliament or
about a Member of Parliament o
Crown privilege right of the Crown
or of the government not to have to
produce documents in court 3. US or-
der of priority o motion of the highest
privilege a motion which will be dis-
cussed first, before all other motions
privileged /'privilid3d/ adjective
protected by privilege

privileged communication
/,privilidzd ko,mjuinr'kerf(a)n/
noun a letter which could be libellous
but which is protected by privilege,
e.g. a letter from a client to his lawyer
privileged meeting /privilidzd
'mi:tig/ nouna meeting where what is
said will not be repeated to other peo-
ple

privileged questions / privilidzd
'kwest [(a)ns/ plural noun US the or-
der of priority of motions to be dis-
cussed

Privy Council /privi 'kaunssl/
noun a body of senior advisers who
advise the Queen on some matters,
mainly formed of members of the cab-

inet and former members of the cabi-
net. It never meets as a group, but
three Privy Councillors need to be
present when the Queen signs Orders
in Council.

Privy Councillor /,privi
'kaunsola/ noun a member of the
Privy Council

Privy Purse /'privi p3:s/ noun 1.
the official who manages the personal
finances of the British monarch 2. the
allowance from public funds given to
the British monarch to cover personal
expenses

Privy Seal /'privi si:l/ noun 1. a seal
that used to be attached to documents
authorised by the British king or
queen 2. same as Lord Privy Seal

PRO abbreviation Public Record Of-
fice

pro- /prou/ prefix meaning in favour
of o a pro-abortion lobby o the presi-
dent is very pro-British o Public opin-
ion is not pro-European.

proactive /prov'zktiv/ adjective
prepared to take the initiative in doing
things, rather than reacting to events
as they happen o The Leader of the
Opposition said that the government
minister should have been far more
proactive in his approach to the prob-
lem.

procedural /pro'si:dzorol/ adjec-
tive referring to procedure o proce-
dural problem, procedural question
an issue or difficulty relating to cor-
rect procedure o The debate lasted two
hours because councillors argued
over procedural problems.

procedural motion /pra'sizdzoral
,mauf(e)n/ noun a proposal to allow
something to happen under the rules
of procedure o The chairman moved a
procedural motion so that the commit-
tee could discuss the next business.

procedure /pra'si:dzs/ noun the
way in which something is usually
done o to follow the proper procedure
proceedings /pro'si:digz/ plural
noun 1. using a court to settle a legal
dispute 2. an event
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proceeds /'prousiidz/ plural noun
the money which results from selling
something

process /prou'ses/ noun a series of
things which are done in order to
achieve something m verb to deal offi-
cially with a document or request

processing /'prousesiy/ noun 1.
the sorting of information o process-
ing of information or of figures 2.
moving slowly in a procession

proclamation /proklo'merf(o)n/
noun an official public statement o the
proclamation of a state of emergency

proconsul /'provkonssl/ noun 1. a
governor or administrator of a colony
or other dependency 2. a senior ad-
ministrator in a country under the con-
trol of an invader’s armed forces,
whose job is to restore essential serv-
ices, establish a new government and
restore normal life for the population
as quickly as possible

Procurator Fiscal /prokjurerts
'fisk(a)l/ noun (in Scotland) the law
officer who decides whether a crimi-
nal should be prosecuted

prodemocracy / proudi'mokrosi/
adjective supporting a democratic
system of government

profit /'profit/ noun the money
which results from a successful busi-
ness

profiteer /,profr'tra/ noun a person
who makes too much profit, especially
when goods are in short supply

profiteering /profi'tiory/ noun
making too much profit

progovernment /prau
'gav(o)nmont/ adjective 1. support-
ing a government currently in power
2. supporting a strong government in-
fluence on society

programme /'prougrem/; US
/'praugreem/ noun a plan of action,
especially a party’s plan of political or
legislative action (NOTE: The US
spelling is program.) o the govern-
ment’s legislative programme the
bills which the government plans to
put before the House

progress noun /'prougres/ move-
ment forwards o motion to report
progress a motion to adjourn a meet-
ing of the House of Commons sitting
as a committee until a later date, simi-
lar to the motion for adjournment of
the debate m verb /prau'gres/ to move
forwards o The government is pro-
gressing towards the completion of its
legislative programme.

progressive /pro'gresiv/ adjective
in favour of new, usually left-wing
ideas

Progressive /pro'gresiv/ adjective
belonging to or associated with a pro-
gressive political party m noun a mem-
ber of a progressive political party

Progressive Conservative Par-
ty /prou,gresiv kon's3ivativ pa:ti/
noun one of the main political parties
in Canada

Progressive Democrats /pro
grestv 'demokrets/ plural noun a
political party in the Republic of Ire-
land

Progressive Party /prou'gresiv
'pa:ti/ noun a South African national
political party that merged with part of
the United Party in 1977 to form the
Progressive Federal Party

progressive tax /pro'gresiv teeks/
noun a tax which becomes higher as
someone’s salary increases, e.g. in-
come tax

progress report /'prougres rI1
poit/ noun a document which de-
scribes what progress has been made

proletarian / prouls'tesrion/ adjec-
tive referring to the working class o a
proletarian movement for government
reform o the proletarian revolution
in Marxist theory, the stage when the
proletariat overthrows a capitalist so-
ciety

proletariat / prouvlo'teariot/ noun
the working class, especially manual
and industrial workers and their fami-
lies o the urban proletariat working
people who live in towns o dictator-
ship of the proletariat in Marxist the-
ory, the period after a revolution when
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the Communist Party takes control un-
til a classless society develops

promote /pra'moaut/ verb 1. to intro-
duce a new Bill into Parliament 2. to
give someone a more important job o
He was promoted from deputy to sales
manager. 3. to advertise 4. to encour-
age something to grow o The United
Nations hopes to promote better un-
derstanding between countries with
different systems of government. o The
government’s campaign to promote
increased prosperity in urban centres.
promoter /pra'mouta/ noun a per-
son who introduces a new Bill into
Parliament

propaganda / propa'gends/ noun
(usually as criticism) statements
which describe the policies or actions
of a government in a way which per-
suades people to believe they are true
and correct o The people have grown
used to not believing government
propaganda. o The leader of the oppo-
sition denounced the council’s adver-
tising campaign as simple propagan-
da.

propaganda radio /,propa'gendo
'rerdiou/ nounradio broadcasts aimed
at changing people’s political ideas
propaganda war /props'gendo
wo1/ noun a fight between two parties
or governments, using radio or televi-
sion or newspapers, to publicise their
ideas and to try to persuade people to
believe them

propagandist /propo'gendist/
noun a person who issues propaganda
proportion /pro'po:f(a)n/ noun a
part of a total o A proportion of the
pretax profit is set aside for contingen-
cies. o Only a small proportion of our
sales comes from retail shops.
proportional representation
/pra,poif(a)n(a)l reprizen'terf(a)n/
noun a system of electing representa-
tives where each political party is giv-
en the number of places which is di-
rectly related to the number of votes
cast for the party. Abbr PR
proposal /pra'pauz(a)l/ noun a sug-
gestion, thing suggested o fo make a

proposal or to put forward a proposal
o to lay a proposal before the House
to introduce a new Bill before Parlia-
ment for discussion

propose /pro'pauz/ verb to suggest
that something should be done o The
Bill proposes that any party to the pro-
ceedings may appeal. Compare sec-
ond o to propose a motion to ask a
meeting to vote for a motion and ex-
plain the reasons for this

proposer /pra'pavza/ noun a per-
son who introduces a motion or sug-
gests that something should be done o
Each candidate needs a proposer and
seconder. o Mr Smith is the proposer
of the vote of thanks, but who is sec-
onding him? Compare seconder
proposition / propa'zif(a)n/ noun
1. a proposal or suggestion that can be
discussed or formally debated 2. a
suggested law or change to a law that
people can vote for or against (US)

prorogation /,proura‘gerf(a)n/
noun the ending by the Queen of a
session of Parliament

prorogue /pra'roug/ verb ((of the
Queen)) to end a session of Parlia-
ment o Parliament was prorogued for
the summer recess.

proscribe /prou'skraib/ verb to ban
or forbid o a proscribed political
party a political party which has been
banned

Prospect /'prospekt/ noun a trade
union representing engineers and sci-
entists. It was formed in 2001 by the
merger of IPMS (The Institute of Pro-
fessional, Managers and Specialists)
and EMA (the Engineers and Manag-
ers Association).

prospective candidate /pro
,spektiv 'kendidert/ noun a person
who may be chosen as candidate for a
constituency

protected country /protektid
'kantri/ noun an independent country
which is defended by another, more
powerful, country

protective treaty /protektiv
'trirti/ noun an agreement by which
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one country agrees to defend another
smaller country

protector /pra'tekta/ noun a person
or country which defends others
protectorate /pra'tekt(a)rat/ noun
1. a country which is being protected
or governed by another more powerful
country o a British protectorate 2. o
the Protectorate period from 1653 —
1658 when Oliver Cromwell was Lord
Protector

pro tempore Latin phrase meaning
for a time. », president pro tempore
protest noun/'proutest/ a statement
or action to show that you do not ap-
prove of something o fo make a protest
against high prices o in protest at
showing that you do not approve of
something o the staff occupied the of-
fices in protest at the low pay offer m
verb /pra'test/ o to protest against
something to say that you do not ap-
prove of something o the retailers are
protesting against the ban on import-
ed goods

protester /pra'testa/ noun a person
who protests o Protesters marched to
Downing Street.

protest march /'proutest maz:t|/
noun a demonstration where protest-
ers walk as a group through the streets
protest strike /'proutest strark/
noun a refusal to work in protest at a
particular grievance

protocol /'proutokol/ noun 1. a first
version of what has been agreed in ne-
gotiations between countries o The ne-
gotiators signed the protocol of the
treaty. 2. a list of things which have
been agreed 3. the correct behaviour
between ambassadors and the officials
of different governments, or in any
other formal proceedings

provide /pro'vaid/ verb 1. to give or
supply something 2. to allow that
something will happen

provided that /pro'vaidid det/,
providing /pra'vardiy/ conjunction
on condition that o The committee will
decide on the planning application
next week provided (that) or providing
the architect’s report is received in

time. (NOTE: In legal documents, the
form provided always that is often
used.)

province /'provins/ noun 1. a large
administrative division of a country o
the ten provinces of Canada o The pre-
mier of the Province of Alberta. 2. an
area of a country away from the capi-
tal city o in the provinces in the coun-
try outside London 3. o the Province
Northern Ireland

provincial /pra'vinfal/ adjective re-
ferring to a province o a provincial
governor o The company is based in
the provincial capital. m noun a person
from the country, not the capital
provincial police /pro,vinfal pa
'lirts/ noun a Canadian police force
that operates within a province but not
in urban areas, which have their own
police forces

provision /pra'viz(o)n/ noun 1. a
legal condition o the provisions of a
Bill conditions listed in a Bill before
Parliament 2. money put aside in ac-
counts in case it is needed in the future
o The council has made a £2m provi-
sion for bad debts.

provisional /pro'viz(e)n(a)l/ ad-
jective temporary, not final or perma-
nent o provisional budget o They
wrote to give their provisional accept-
ance of the contract.

Provisional /pro'viz(o)n(a)l/ noun
a member of an unofficial group in the
Irish Republican Army
provisionally /pro'viz(o)noli/ ad-
verb not finally o The contract has
been accepted provisionally. o He was
provisionally appointed director.
proviso /pra'varzou/ noun a condi-
tion in a contract o We are signing the
contract with the proviso that the
terms can be discussed again in six
months’ time. (NOTE: The proviso
usually begins with the phrase ‘pro-
vided always that’.)

provocateur /provoka't3:/ » agent
provost /'provast/ noun the leading
elected official in a Scottish town,
with a position similar to that of a
mayor in England
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prowar /prov'wo:/ adjective sup-
porting war in general, a specific war,
or the policy of going to war in a spe-
cific situation

proxy /'proksi/ noun 1. a document
which gives someone the power to act
on behalf of someone else o fo sign by
proxy 2. a person who acts for some-
one else, especially by voting as they
instruct, e.g. at a meeting or in an elec-
tion o to act as proxy for someone

proxy vote /'proksi vout/ noun a
vote made by proxy

PS /,pi: 'es/ abbreviation 1. Perma-
nent Secretary 2. private secretary

PSBR abbreviation Public Sector
Borrowing Requirement

psephologist noun a person who
makes a study of elections and voting
patterns

psephology noun the study of elec-
tions and voting patterns

PSNI abbreviation Police Service of
Northern Ireland

PTA abbreviation Passenger Trans-
port Authority or Parent Teacher As-
sociation

PTC abbreviation Public Services,
Tax and Commerce Union

public /'pablik/ adjective 1. refer-
ring to all the people in general 2. re-
ferring to the government or the state
3. taking place in front of many peo-
ple, as opposed to in private o a public
appearance by a member of the Royal
Family o the public opening of the new
park o in public in a way that allows
many people hear or see something o
He never comments on these matters
in public. m noun o the public, the
general public the people in general ¢
public administration 1. means by
which government policy is carried
out 2. people responsible for carrying
out government policy

Public Accounts Committee
/,pablik o'kaunts ko ,miti/ noun a se-
lect committee of the House of Com-
mons which examines the spending of
each department, including such mat-
ters as whether the department was en-

titled to spend the money in question,
and whether the spending was a waste
of money

public affairs /'pablik o'feaz/ plu-
ral noun political issues that affect
people generally

Public and Commercial Servic-
es Union /'pablik on ko'ms:f(o)l
's31vIsiz 'juinjoan/ noun a trade union
representing employees of govern-
ment departments and agencies, with
over 250,000 members. It was formed
in 1998 with the merger of the PCS
(Public Services, Tax and Commerce
Union) and the IRSF (Inland Revenue
Staff Federation). Abbr PCS

Public Bill /,pablik 'bil/ noun a Bill
referring to a matter applying to the
public in general which is introduced
in Parliament by a government minis-
ter

public corporation /'pablik
korpa'rerf(a)n/ noun in the United
Kingdom, an organisation set up by
the government to run a state-owned
enterprise such as the BBC, and
whose chairman and governors are ap-
pointed by a government minister

public domain /,pablik dou'mern/
noun in the public domain referring
to information which is available to
the public

public enquiry /'pablik 1y'kwarri/
noun another spelling of public in-
quiry

public expenditure /pablik 1k
'spendit o/ noun the money spent by
local or central government

public eye ¢ in the public eye
well-known because of appearing fre-
quently in the media ¢ out of the
public eye not seen in the media as
much as before

public figure /,pablik 'figo/ noun a
person who is well-known, often
through the media, especially a politi-
cian

public finance /pablik 'famans/
noun the raising of money by govern-
ments through taxes or borrowing and
the spending of it
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public funds /,pablik 'fandz/ plu-
ral noun the government money avail-
able for spending

public gallery /'pablik ‘'galori/
noun an area where members of the
public can sit to listen to debates in a
council chamber or the House of
Commons or House of Lords

public health /,pablik 'hel6/ noun
the general health of a community and
the measures taken to protect it

public image /pablik ‘'tmidz/
noun the way in which someone or an
organisation is regarded by the public,
even if this is not a true picture o The
ecological disaster has given oil com-
panies a bad public image.

public inquiry /'pablik in'kwarori/
noun an official investigation to find
out exactly what went wrong in a par-
ticular situation, led by a judge or oth-
er experienced person appointed by
the government

public interest /pablik 'itrast/
noun 1. the right of the public to know
about something which affects them o
in the public interest for the benefit
of the public o The newspaper claimed
that the publication of the details was
in the public interest. 2. general inter-
est by people in something o There
was little public interest in the pro-
posed scheme.

public life /'pablik laif/ noun the
kind of work and activities in politics,
education, religion and business that
lead to someone being well-known o
After his wife’s accident, he decided to
retire from public life.

public monopoly /pablik mo
'nopali/ noun a situation where the
state is the only supplier of a product
or service. Also called state monop-
oly

public office /'pablik 'nf1s/ noun a
position in a government department o
She has held public office for twenty
years.

public opinion /,pablik o'pinjon/
noun what most people think about
something

public order /,pablik 'o:do/ noun a
situation where the general public is
calm and well behaved

public ownership  /pablik
'aunaf1p/ noun a situation in which an
industry or business is owned by the
state o The company has been put into
state ownership. Also called state
ownership

public policy /pablik ‘'polisi/
noun political plans affecting the gen-
eral good of all the people

public private partnership
/'pablik 'prarvat 'pa:itnafip/ noun a
partnership between government and
private companies to provide services
and infrastructure traditionally pro-
vided by the public sector. Abbr PPP
public  prosecutor /pablik
'prosikju:ts/ noun a government of-
ficial who brings charges against
criminals. In the UK this is the Direc-
tor of Public Prosecutions.

Public Record Office /'pablik r1
'kord 'ofts/ noun a UK institution
which stores official documents after
they are made available to the public,
usually 30 years after they were creat-
ed. Abbr PRO

public relations /pablik 11
'lerf(e)nz/ noun keeping good links
between an organisation or a group
and the public so that people know
what the group is doing and approve
of it. Abbr PR

public relations department
/,pablik rr'lerf(o)nz di,paitmont/
noun the section of an organisation
which deals with relations with the
public

public relations officer /pablik
ri'lerf(e)nz ,nfisa/ noun an official
who deals with relations with the pub-
lic

public sector /'pablik  sekto/
noun industries and services which
are owned by the state o A report on
wage rises in the public sector or on
public sector wage settlements. Com-
pare private sector

Public Sector Borrowing Re-
quirement /'pablik 'sekts 'borouiy



public servant

ri'kwaromont/ noun the amount of
money which a government has to
borrow

public servant / pablik 's3:vont/
noun someone who works for the gov-
ernment or a government organisa-
tion, or someone holding an elected
position in government

public service /pablik 's3ivis/
noun 1. work in a government job or
in an organisation controlled by gov-
ernment o a long career in public
service 2. an essential service that is
provided by government such as edu-
cation or healthcare, or a service that
benefits the public in general such as
transport

Public Services, Tax and Com-
merce Union noun a British trade

union representing civil servants.
Abbr PTC
public spending /,pablik

'spendiyg/ noun the money spent by
the government and government or-
ganisations

public transport /,pablik
'treenspoit/ noun transport such as
buses, trains which is used by any
member of the public

public utility /'pablik ju:'tiliti/
noun a company that provides gas,
electricity or water

public works / pablik 'wa:ks/ plu-
ral noun projects such as road or
school building or the renewal of sew-
ers that are undertaken by government
for the community

pure democracy /pjuo dr
'mpokrasi/ noun a form of democracy
in which the people exercise direct
power instead of through representa-
tives they have elected to govern on
their behalf

purge /p3:dz/ verb to remove oppo-
nents or unacceptable people from a
group or from their jobs o The activ-
ists have purged the party of moder-
ates or have purged the moderates
from the party. o The new regime
purged the senior military officers
within a few days of taking control.

pursuant to /pa'sjurant to/ adverb
relating to or concerning o matters
pursuant to Article 124 of the EU trea-
ty o pursuant to the powers conferred
on the local authority o pursuant to
Standing Order No. 61

pursue /pa'sjui/ verb to continue
with discussion or debate o We shall
pursue this matter at our next meeting.

pursuit /pa'sjuit/ noun the process
of trying to achieve something
‘...all men...are endowed by their Crea-
tor with certain unalienable rights; that
among these are life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness’
[US Declaration of Independence]
purview /'pa:vju:/ noun within the
limits that a law, organisation or per-
son is responsible for or deals with o /¢
is within the purview of the Finance
Committee to review the council’s ex-
penditure.

put /put/ verb o to put a proposal to
someone to ask someone to consider a
suggestion o to put a proposal to the
vote to ask a meeting to vote for or
against a proposal o to move that the
question be put to ask that a meeting
should vote immediately on a propos-
al without further discussion

put down /put 'daun/ verb 1. to
stop or crush a rebellion o The Prime
Minister ordered the army to put down
the revolt. 2. to suggest that a motion
should be debated in a meeting o He
put down a motion criticising the gov-
ernment for its foreign policy. 3. to
write something in an account book o
to put down a figure for expenses

put forward / put 'forwad/ verb to
propose or suggest that something
should be done o Mr John Smith’s
name has been put forward as a can-
didate for Treasurer. o The govern-
ment has put forward ten pieces of leg-
islation for the next session. o He put
forward the suggestion that council
meetings should be held on Saturdays.

put in /,put '/ verb to place inside

put off /,put 'of/ verb to arrange for
something to take place later than
planned o The hearing was put off for
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two weeks. o He asked if we could put - put out/,put 'avt/ verb to send out o
the visit off until tomorrow. to put work out to freelance workers o
put on /,put 'pn/ verb to place on o We put all our typing out to a bureau.

to put an item on the agenda to list putsch /pot[/ noun an armed attack

an item for discussion at a meeting o tb le trvine G
to put an embargo on trade to forbid on a government by peopie rymng to
overthrow it

trade
PW abbreviation Policewoman
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QMV abbreviation qualified majority
voting

qua /kwa:/ conjunction as, or acting
as o a decision of the Lord Chancellor
qua head of the judiciary

Quai d’Orsay / ka1 'do:sar/ noun
the street by the river Seine in Paris,
where the French Foreign Ministry
has its offices (NOTE: often used to re-
fer to the Foreign Ministry itself, or to
its policies)

qualification /kwolifr'kerf(a)n/
noun a limitation or exception to what
has been said or written o the minister
said that the new rules would apply
immediately but with the qualification
that cars more than ten years old
would be exempt

qualified majority vote
/'kwolifard ma'd3oriti vout/ noun
the voting system used in most cases
on the Council of Ministers of the Eu-
ropean Union by which more than a
simple majority of votes is required to
reach agreement (NOTE: The effect of
using the qualified majority vote is to
remove the national veto on change
but not to make change as easy to
achieve as it would be if a simple ma-
jority were required.)

qualify /'kwolifal/ verb 1. to achieve
the examination result or the skills
needed to do a job 2. to limit in some
way 3. to change or to amend

quango /'kwangou/ noun a group
of people appointed by a government
with powers to deal with problems,
but largely independent of govern-
ment control. Full form quasi-auton-
omous non-governmental organi-
zation (NOTE: The plural is quan-
gos.)

quarter /'’kwo:ta/ noun 1. a period
of three months 2. a section of a town
o the old Turkish quarter

quarter day /'’kwo:te der/ noun a
day at the end of a three month period,
when rents should be paid
COMMENT: In England the quarter days
are 25th March (Lady Day), 24th June
(Midsummer Day), 29th September
(Michaelmas Day) and 25th Decem-
ber (Christmas Day).
Quartet /kwo:'tet/ noun an interna-
tional group of representatives from
the United States, the European Un-
ion, the Russian Federation and the
United Nations that meets regularly to
encourage a peace process between Is-
rael and the Palestinian Authority

quash /kwo |/ verb to overturn a de-
cision, or to make something not exist
o The appeal court quashed the ver-
dict. o She applied for judicial review
to quash the order.

quasi- /kweizai/ prefix almost or
which seems like o a quasi-official
body o a quasi-judicial investigation

queen /kwiin/ noun 1. a female ruler
o the queen of the Netherlands 2. the
wife of a king (NOTE: [all senses] writ-
ten with a capital letter when used as
a title: Queen Elizabeth II)

Queen Mother /'kwiin 'mado/
noun a woman who is the mother of a
King or Queen

Queen’s Messenger /kwiinz
'mesind39/ noun a diplomat who car-
ries messages from Britain to British
embassies. Also called King’s Mes-
senger

Queen’s Speech / kwi:nz 'spizt[/
noun a speech written by the govern-
ment and delivered by the Queen at
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q.v.

the opening of a session of Parliament
which outlines the government’s plans
for the next year

quell /kwel/ verb to keep under con-
trol o Mounted police were brought in
to quell the riots.

query /'kwirari/ noun question o The
Chief Secretary to the Treasury had to
answer a mass of queries from MPs. m
verb to ask a question about some-
thing or to suggest that something
may be wrong o The opposition
spokesman queried the statements
made by the Cabinet Office officials.

question /'’kwest[(o)n/ noun 1.
words which need an answer o MPs
asked the minister questions about the
Swiss bank accounts. o She said she
wished to put three questions to the
Permanent Secretary. o The managing
director refused to answer questions
about redundancies. o The market re-
search team prepared a series of ques-
tions to test the public’s attitude to the
government’s record on law and or-
der. , written question 2. a problem
o He raised the question of the cost of
the lawsuit. o The main question is
that of time. o The tribunal discussed
the question of redundancy payments.
3. a matter or motion to be discussed
by Parliament o to put the question to
ask MPs to say whether they agree
with the motion or not o question
negatived a motion not carried or
agreed to in a meeting m verb 1. to ask
questions o The inspectors questioned
the Minister’s staff for four hours. o
She questioned the chairman about
the council’s investment policy. 2. to
ask or to suggest that something may
be wrong o MPs questioned the relia-
bility of the confidential report. o The
leader of the council questioned the
result of the opinion poll.

question of personal privilege
/. kwest [(a)n v p3:s(d)n(a)l
'privilid3/ noun US a matter referring
to a member of Congress, which is
usually given priority over other mat-
ters

question of privilege
/ kwest[(a)n ov 'privilidz/ noun a

matter which refers to the House or a
member of it

Question Time /'’kwest [(2)n taim/
noun the period in the House of Com-
mons and the European Parliament
when members can put questions to
ministers about the work of their de-
partments

quid pro quo / kwid prou 'kwau/
Latin phrase meaning ‘one thing for
another’: action done in return for
something done or promised

Quirinal noun one of the seven hills
of Rome, where the Italian govern-
ment has its offices (NOTE: used as a
term for the Italian government)

quisling /'kwizlig/ noun a person
who gives their support to the enemy
of their country (NOTE: From the
name of the Norwegian collaborator
with the Nazis, Vidkun Quisling.)

quorate /'kworrert/ adjective hav-
ing enough people present at a meet-
ing for the meeting to be held o The
resolution was invalid because the
shareholders’ meeting was not
quorate. » inquorate

quorum /'’kworram/ noun the small-

est number of people who have to be

present at a meeting to make it valid
COMMENT: In the House of Commons,
the quorum is 40 MPs; 30 peers are
needed for a quorum in the House of
Lords. In the US Congress, a majority
of members must be present, that is,
51 in the Senate and 218 in the House
of Representatives.

quota /'kwouts/ noun a fixed

amount of something which is al-

lowed to be sold or bought or obtained

quota system /'kwouto sistom/
noun a plan which limits the number
of people or of goods or of money
which can be used or brought into a
country or taken out of a country

quotation /kwou'terf(o)n/ noun
words taken out of a speech or a book

g.V., quod vide Latin phrase mean-
ing ‘which see’ used to refer to anoth-
er document o A similar case appears
in the agenda for the Social Services
Committee (q.v.).
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rabble /'reb(o)l/ noun the ordinary
people regarded as inferior

rabble-rouser /rab(o)l ravzo/
noun a politician who encourages an
angry crowd to take violent action
rabble-rousing /'reb(o)l 'ravzip/
adjective encouraging people to take
violent action o a rabble-rousing
speech

race /rers/ noun 1. a competition or
test to see who is the best at doing
something o The race is on for the
Democratic presidential nomination.
2. a group of people who share the
same language, history or culture, or
who are different from other groups in
terms of their physical appearance

race relations /rers rr'leif(a)nz/
plural noun the relations between peo-
ple of different racial groups

racial /'reif(o)l/ adjective referring
to different ethnic groups

racial discrimination /rerf(o)l
drs krimr'ne1f(a)n/ noun unfair treat-
ment of someone because of their eth-
nic background

racial prejudice /reif(a)l
'pred3udrs/ noun feelings of dislike
for someone because of their ethnic
background o They investigated the
claims of racial prejudice against the
Housing Committee chairman.

racial profiling /rerf(a)l
'‘proufailiy/ noun the practice by
some police of stopping and question-
ing members of specific ethnic groups
more often than others without rea-
sonable cause

racial segregation /reif(o)l
,segri‘gerf(a)n/ noun the practice of
keeping different races apart

racism /reisiz(o)m/, racialism
/'rerf(d)liz(a)m/ noun a belief in rac-
ist ideas o The minority groups have
accused the council of racism in their
allocation of council houses.

racist, racialist (usually as criti-
cism) actions based on racist ideas m
adjective /'reisist/; ['reif(a)list/ be-
lieving that people from other ethnic
groups are different and should re-
ceive different and usually worse
treatment n noun  ['reisist/;
/'re1f(a)list/ a person with racist ideas
radical /'reedik(o)l/ adjective 1. ex-
treme or involving great change o The
problem of overcrowding is so great,
that only a radical solution can solve
it. o The new leader has started a rad-
ical rethink of the party’s policies. 2.
concerned with the most important or
basic parts of something m noun 1. a
person who believes that a complete
change should be made to society to
reduce social problems 2. Radical a
member or supporter of a Radical Par-
ty

radicalise /‘razdikolaiz/ verb to
adopt politically radical views, or en-
courage someone to do this

radicalism /'radikaliz(o)m/ noun
the political ideas of radicals
Radical Party /redik(o)l 'pa:ti/
noun a political party in favour of
great or rapid change in society

raise /reiz/ verb 1. to increase or to
make higher o The government has
raised the penalties for drug smug-
gling. o The company raised its divi-
dend by 10%. 2. to ask a meeting to
discuss a question o fo raise a ques-
tion or a point at a meeting o in an-
swer to the point of order raised by Mr
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Smith o to raise an objection to say
that you object to something o The op-
position members of the Committee
raised a series of objections to the
wording of the statement. 3. to obtain
money o The council is trying to raise
the capital to fund its housing pro-
gramme. o The government hopes to
raise the money by extra taxation. o
Where will she raise the money from to
start up her business? m noun US an
increase in salary o He asked the boss
for a raise. (NOTE: The UK term is
rise.)

raison d’état / reizon der'te/ noun
a strong reason that is believed to jus-
tify political or diplomatic action that
might otherwise be rejected (NOTE:
Raison d’état is open to criticism be-
cause it can be used to justify acts
such as the abolition of individual
rights if the general good of the peo-
ple seems to require it at the time.)

raison d’,tat /rarzon der'te/ noun
the reason for a political action, which
says that an action is right because it is
for the common good
COMMENT: Raison d',tat is open to crit-
icism because it can be used to justify
acts such as the abolition of individual
rights, if the general good of the peo-
ple may seem to require it at the time.
Raj /ra:d3/ noun the period of British
government of India

Rajya Sabha noun the upper house
of Parliament in India. Compare Lok
Sabha

rally /'reli/ noun a mass political
meeting

ram /rem/ verb to force the passage
of a bill, usually against strong objec-
tions

rank /regk/ noun a level or grade in
an army or other organisation o In the
Foreign Service, the rank of secretary
is lower than that of ambassador. o He
was promoted to the rank of Chief Su-
perintendent. m verb to be level with

rapprochement /r&'profmoy/
French word meaning ‘coming clos-
er’, a situation where two states be-
come friendly after a period of un-

friendliness o Political commentators
have noted the rapprochement which
has been taking place since the old
president died.

rate /reit/ noun 1. a measurement of
something 2. the cost of something m
verb 1. to estimate the size or value of
something 2. to be worthy of some-
thing

rate of inflation /rert ov
'fle1f(a)n/ noun a percentage increase
in prices over a period of one year.
Also called inflation rate

rates /reits/ plural noun until 1989
in Scotland and 1990 in England and
Wales, local taxes on the size of
owned property

ratification / retifi'kerf(a)n/ noun
official approval of something which
has already been agreed o The Chair
of Finance asked the committee for
ratification of his decision.

ratify /'reetifar/ verb to approve offi-
cially something which has already
been agreed o The treaty was ratified
by Congress. o The ceasefire agree-
ment has to be ratified by all the par-
ties involved. o Although the directors
had acted without due authority, the
company ratified their actions.

re /rit/ preposition about or concern-
ing or referring to o re your inquiry of
May 29th o re: Smith’s memorandum
of yesterday o re: the agenda for the
AGM o in re concerning or in the case
of o in re Jones & Co. Ltd

reaction /ri'ek[an/ noun 1. an ac-
tion taken in reply to or as a result of
something else o The reaction of the
minister has been to attack the Oppo-
sition parties. 2. extreme conserva-
tism or opposition to any reform o The
slogan of the Socialists was ‘Defeat
the Forces of Reaction’.

reactionary /ri'ekfon(o)ri/ adjec-
tive, noun holding extreme conserva-
tive views, being opposed to all re-
form o The newspaper is becoming
more and more reactionary. o As he
grew older, the President’s policies
became reactionary.
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reading /'ri:dig/ noun one of the

three stages of discussion of a Bill in

Parliament
COMMENT: First Reading is the formal
presentation of the Bill when the title is
read out; Second Reading is the stage
when printed copies of the Bill are
available and it is explained by the
Minister proposing it, there is a debate
and a vote is taken; the Bill is then dis-
cussed in Committee and at the Re-
port Stage; Third Reading is the final
discussion of the Bill in the whole
House of Commons or House of
Lords.

read out / ri:d 'aut/ verb to remove

someone formally from membership
of a political party or other group

Reagan /'reigon/, Ronald (1911-
2004) 40th president of the United
States (1981-89), during which period
relations with the former Soviet Union
greatly improved

Reaganomics /,rerga'nomiks/
noun the free-market economic ap-
proach of US president Ronald Rea-
gan, involving cuts in taxes and social
spending together with removal of
controls on domestic markets

realign /ri:s'lain/ verb to form new
alliances or associations, or cause
people or groups to do this

realignment / ri:a'lainmont/ noun
1. a change in the relationship be-
tween political parties or between
countries in an alliance o a basic rea-
lignment of parties on the left o a rea-
lignment of Caribbean states o The
General Election of 1997 produced an
important realignment in British poli-
tics, when the long period of Conserv-
ative dominance which had lasted
since 1979 was brought to an end by a
Labour landslide victory. 2. the proc-
ess of making a change in a system, so
that different parts are in a different re-
lationship to each other o a currency
realignment a change in the interna-
tional exchange rates

realm /relm/ noun1. an area ruled by
a king or queen 2. a particular area of
interest or activity o the political
realm

Realpolitik /rer'a:lpolitizi/ German
word meaning politics based on real
and practical considerations and not
on theoretical or moral principles

rebate /'rizbert/ noun an amount of
money which is officially returned to
someone, reducing the amount that
has to be paid o a tax rebate

rebel /'reb(a)l/ noun a person who
fights against the government or
against people in authority o Anti-gov-
ernment rebels have taken six towns. o
Rebel ratepayers have occupied the
town hall. m verb to fight against au-
thority (NOTE: rebelling — rebelled)
rebellion /ri'beljon/ noun a fight
against the government or against
those in authority o The army has
crushed the rebellion in the southern
province.

rebellious /ri'beljos/
fighting against authority
rebut /ri'bat/ verb to reply to a point
made by someone in a debate or argu-
ment o She attempted to rebut the as-
sertions made by the Opposition
spokesman.

rebuttal /ri'bat(a)l/ noun the act of
rebutting something

recall /ri'ko:l/ noun 1. asking some-
one to come back o MPs are asking
for the recall of Parliament to debate
the crisis. o After his recall, the Am-
bassador was interviewed at the air-
port. 2. US the system of ending the
period in office of an elected official
early, following a popular vote m verb
1. to ask someone to come back o MPs
are asking for Parliament to be re-
called to debate the financial crisis. o
The witness was recalled to the com-
mittee room. o to recall an ambassa-
dor to ask an ambassador to return to
his or her country, usually as a way of
breaking off diplomatic relations 2. to
remember o The witness could not re-
call having seen the papers.

receipt /ri'sitt/ noun a document
showing that someone has paid for
something or that someone has taken
delivery of something m verb to stamp
or to sign a document to show that it

adjective
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record

has been received or to stamp an in-
voice to show that it has been paid
receive /ri'si:v/ verb to accept a re-
port officially o It was resolved that
the reports of the subcommittees be re-
ceived.

receiver of wrecks /r1,sirvor ov
'reks/ noun the official of the Depart-
ment of Trade and Industry who deals
with legal problems of wrecked ships
within his or her area

receiving /r1'sitvin/ noun the act of
taking something which has been de-
livered

recess /ri'ses/ noun 1. the period
when Parliament or another body is
not sitting o During August, Parlia-
ment is in recess. o The council’s last
meeting before the summer recess will
be on 23rd July. 2. (in Congress) the
period when the chamber does not
meet, but is not adjourned m verb (of
the US Senate) not to meet, but with-
out adjourning o The Senate recessed
at the end of the afternoon.
reciprocal /r1'siprok(o)l/ adjective
involving two countries or people or
organisations in an agreement to give
equal amounts of help to each other
reciprocal trade /r1,siprok(s)l
'trerd/ noun trade between two coun-
tries, where each agrees to buy goods
from the other o The two countries
signed a reciprocal trade agreement.

reciprocate /ri'siprokert/ verb to
do the same thing to someone as he or
she has just done to you o The Presi-
dent offered to free political prisoners
if the rebels would reciprocate by free-
ing their hostages.

reciprocity / rest'prositi/ noun an
arrangement which applies when two
people, countries or organisations give
an equal amount of help to one anoth-
er

recognise /'rekognaiz/, recognize
/'rekoag,naiz/ verb to approve some-
thing as being legal o to recognise a
government to say that a government
which has taken power in a foreign
country is the legal government of that
country o to recognise a trade union

to accept that a union can act on behalf
of staff o although all the staff had
Jjoined the union, the management re-
fused to recognise it

recognition /rekog'nif(o)n/ noun
the formal acceptance by one country
of the independent and legal status of
another

recommendation /,;rekomen
'derf(e)n/ noun 1. a suggestion that
something should be done o The gov-
ernment is acting on the recommenda-
tions of the Royal Commission. o The
subcommittee forwarded a recommen-
dation for two new computers to the
Finance Committee. o The Council
will consider the recommendation of
the subcommittee that the budget be
revised. 2. a statement that someone or
something is good o We appointed her
on the recommendation of her former
employer. 3. in the European Union, a
piece of advice about how to do some-
thing, which is not compulsory but
which people are encouraged to adopt.
» decision, directive, regulations
recommit /rizko'mrit/ verb US to
send a bill back to the committee
which reported it, for further discus-
sion

recommittal / rizko'mit(a)l/ nouna
decision to send a bill back to a com-
mittee for further discussion
reconvene /ritkon'viin/ verb to
meet again o The committee has ad-
Jjourned, and will reconvene tomorrow
morning.

record /ri'ko:d/ noun 1. a report of
something which has happened, espe-
cially an official report of a court ac-
tion o The chairman signed the min-
utes as a true record of the last meet-
ing. o off the record unofficially or in
private o he made some remarks off
the record about the rising crime fig-
ures in the borough 2. a description of
what has happened in the past o the
clerk’s record of service or service
record o the company’s record in in-
dustrial relations 3. a result which is
much better or much worse than earli-
er results m adjective same as record-
breaking o record profits o record
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losses m verb to note or to report o The
company has recorded another year of
increased sales. o Your complaint has
been recorded and will be investigat-
ed. o The Government recorded an-
other defeat over the Opposition.

record-breaking /'reko:dbreikiy/
adjective much better or worse than
any others before

recorded vote /r1ko:did 'vout/
noun US a vote in Congress, where
each member’s vote is counted and
listed

records /'reko:dz/ plural noun doc-
uments which give information o The
names of customers are kept in the
company’s records. o We find from our
records that our invoice number 1234
has not been paid.

recount noun /'ritkavnt/ a second
count of the votes cast in an election,
usually done because there was a very
close result when they were first
counted o The vote was very close, so
the loser asked for a recount. o After
three recounts, Edward Jones was de-
clared the winner by eleven votes. m
verb /rit'kavunt/ to count again

recurrent /r1'karont/ adjective hap-
pening again and again o recurrent
items of expenditure

red /red/ noun the colour used to rep-
resent Socialist or Communist Parties
m plural noun o the Reds (usually as
criticism) Communists m adjective
Communist, referring to a Communist
Party

red box /red 'boks/ noun same as
despatch box 1

redeploy / ri:di'plor/ verb to make
better use of people or equipment, by
moving them to another job or place o
The council is proposing to redeploy
staff from other departments to make
up the staff vacancies in the Finance
Department.

redeployment  /ri:di'ploimont/
noun the process of using staff or
equipment in other places

Red Flag /red 'flaeg/ noun 1. the
symbol of international Communism

2. a song sung by communists and so-
cialists

redistribute / ri:dr'stribju:t/ verb
to share out again o In some forms of
proportional representation, the votes
cast for the losing candidates at the
first count are redistributed among the
main candidates to ensure an election.
redistribution /ri:, distri'bju:fon/
noun 1. the process of sharing some-
thing out in a different way o redistri-
bution of wealth the process of taxing
people with more money to make im-
provements in the lives of poorer peo-
ple 2. the action of changing Parlia-
mentary constituencies or electoral
districts to make them more represent-
ative in the light of population chang-
es

redistrict /ri:'distrikt/ verb to
change the boundaries of electoral dis-
tricts in an area in order to allow for
changes in population

red line / red 'lamn/ noun an essen-
tial component or concession in a se-
ries of negotiations, especially negoti-
ations on the European Constitution o
set out red line issues, relating to tax,
foreign policy and defence policy o We
have well-established red lines and we
are succeeding in maintaining them.
red tape /,red 'terp/ noun the rules
which slow down administrative work
o The application was held up for sev-
eral months by red tape.

reduced /ri'dju:st/ adjective lower
o New businesses pay a reduced rate
of tax.

redundant /ri'dandont/ adjective
no longer used or employed

re-elect /ri: r'lekt/ verb to elect
again o The sitting member was re-
elected with an increased majority.
re-election /ri: r'lekfon/ noun
electing someone again o The commit-
tee has opposed the automatic re-elec-
tion of the chairman.

referee /refo'ri:/ noun 1. a person
who can give a report on someone’s
character or ability or speed of work o
to give someone’s name as referee o
She gave the name of her boss as a ref-



regicide

eree. o When applying please give the
names of three referees. 2. a person to
whom a problem is passed for a deci-
sion o The question of maintenance
payments is with a court-appointed
referee.

reference /ref(o)rons/ noun 1.
passing a problem to a committee or
expert for an opinion 2. mentioning or
dealing with o with reference to your
letter of May 25th o The minister
made no reference to the new agree-
ment with the United States. 3. the
numbers or letters which make it pos-
sible to find a document which has
been filed o our reference: PC/MS
1234 o Thank you for your letter (ref-
erence 1234). o Please quote this ref-
erence in all correspondence. o When
replying please quote reference 1234.
4. a written report on someone’s char-
acter or ability o to write someone a
reference or to give someone a refer-
ence o to ask applicants to supply ref-
erences 5. a person who reports on
someone’s character or ability o to
give someone’s name as reference o
Please use me as a reference if you
wish.

referendum / refo'rendom/ noun a
type of vote, where a whole popula-
tion is asked to vote on a single ques-
tion or a number of related questions o
The government decided to hold a ref-
erendum on the abolition of capital
punishment. Compare plebiscite
(NOTE: The plural is referenda or ref-
erendums.)

referral /ri'fa:ral/ noun the act of
passing a topic or problem on to some-
one else to decide o the referral of the
complaint to the subcommittee o the
referral of a bill to the relevant com-
mittee

refer to /ri'fa:'tur/ verb 1. to men-
tion or to deal with or to write about
something o referring to the court or-
der dated June 4th o We refer to your
letter of May 26th. o He referred to an
article which he had seen in ‘The
Times’. 2. to pass a problem on to
someone else to decide o to refer a
question to a committee o The report

stands referred to the Finance Com-
mittee. o We have referred your com-
plaint to the tribunal. 3. o ‘refer to
drawer’ words written on a cheque
which a bank refuses to pay

reflag /ri:'fleeg/ verb to change the
place of registration of a ship, so that
she flies a different flag

reform /ri'form/ noun a change
made to something to make it better o
the need for reform of the benefit sys-
tem o The reform in the legislation
was intended to make the tribunal pro-
cedure more straightforward. » elec-
toral reform m verb to change some-
thing to make it better o The group is
pressing for the health service to be
reformed.

reformer /ri'formo/ noun a person
who tries to change society or an or-
ganisation to make it better o a prison
reformer

refugee / refju'dsii/ noun a person
who has left a country because of war,
or political or religious persecution
refund noun /'ri:fand/ money paid
back m verb /ri'fand/ to pay back
money o to refund the cost of postage
o Travelling expenses will be refunded
to witnesses giving evidence to the tri-
bunal. o All money will be refunded if
the goods are not satisfactory.
refusenik /ri'fju:znik/ noun some-
one who refuses to cooperate with
something, especially because of the
principles they hold

regal /'rirg(o)l/ adjective 1. like a
king or queen 2. suitable for a king or
queen

regency /'rirdzonsi/ noun the peri-
od of government by a regent o the
Regency the period between 1811 and
1820 when Britain was ruled by the
Prince of Wales in place of his father,
King George III, who was insane
regent /'rizdzent/ noun a person
who governs in place of a king or
queen, usually when the king or queen
isachild orisill

regicide /'redzisaid/ noun 1. the
killing of a king or queen 2. a person
who has killed a king or queen
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regime /rer'zim/ noun 1. a govern-
ment, especially a strict or cruel gov-
ernment o the eventual overthrow of
the regime 2. a system or style of gov-
ernment o Under a military regime,
civil liberties may be severely cur-
tailed. 3. a system of rules for doing
something o changes in the tax regime
regime change /rer'zi:m t[eind3/
noun 1. a change in a country’s gov-
ernment made by force by another
power 2. a change in leadership, e.g.
of a country or political party
regimen /'redzimon/ noun a gov-
ernment or style of government
region /'rizdzon/ noun a large area
of a country o a mountainous region o
the Highland regions of Scotland
regional /'ri:d3(o)nol/ adjective re-
ferring to a region

Regional Council /ri:d3(s)nal
'kavns(9)l/ noun a unit of local gov-
ernment in Scotland, covering a very
large area of the country

Regional Development Plan
/ritrd3(9)nal  dri'velopmont plen/
noun a government scheme to bring
industry and jobs to a poor area
Regional government
/'rizdz(9)nal 'gav(s)nmont/ noun a
form of local government which cov-
ers a wide area and groups together
smaller units of administration (NOTE:
In 2002 the Labour government an-
nounced that it would develop re-
gional government in England in
those areas which support its intro-
duction.)

regionalise /'ri:d3(o)nolarz/ verb
1. to divide an area into administrative
regions 2. to transfer something to a
regional administration o plans to re-
gionalise the fire service
regionalism noun the policy of di-
viding a political territory into areas
with separate administrations
register of electors / redzistor ov
1'lektaz/ noun same as electoral reg-
ister

Register Office /redzisto 'nfis/
noun an office where records of
births, marriages and deaths are kept

and where civil marriages are per-
formed

Register of Members’ Interests
/red3isto ov ,memboz 'introsts/
noun the book showing the special in-
terests, sponsorship and employment
of MPs

registrar / redsi'stra:/ noun a per-
son responsible for keeping an official
list of names

Registrar-General /redzistra:
'dzen(a)ral/ noun an official who is
responsible for register offices and the
registering of births, marriages and
deaths

Registrar of Births Marriages
and Deaths noun a local govern-
ment official who registers births,
marriages and deaths in an area
Registrar of Companies
/,red3zistra: ov 'kamp(a)niz/ noun an
official who keeps a record of compa-
nies, the details of their directors and
their financial state

registration /,redz1'strexf(a)n/
noun the process of drawing up an of-
ficial list of names

Registration Officer /redz:
'strerf(o)n 'nfrso/ noun an official
who draws up the register of electors
in each constituency

regnant /'regnont/ adjective ruling
or reigning

regulate /'regju leit/ verb 1. to
change something so that it works
well or is correct 2. to use rules or
laws to ensure that a particular indus-
try or activity works well o govern-
ment-regulated price a price which
is imposed by the government
regulation /regju'leif(o)n/ noun
the act of making sure that something
will work well by using laws or rules
o the regulation of trading practices
regulations /regju'leif(o)nz/ plu-
ral noun 1. rules made by organisa-
tions, clubs or councils, which have to
be followed by their members o Ac-
cording to council regulations, the
outgoing chairman cannot stand for
re-election. o The manufacturer had
not applied the new government regu-
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lations on standards for electrical
goods. o Safety regulations which ap-
ply to places of work. o Regulations
concerning imports and exports are
explained in this booklet. 2. in the Eu-
ropean Union, rules or laws made by
the Council of Ministers or Commis-
sion which apply directly to all Mem-
ber States. ; decision, directive, rec-
ommendation

regulatory /'regjulot(o)ri/ adjec-
tive having powers to control an in-
dustry and to ensure that it operates
fairly and safely o The independent
radio and television companies are
supervised by a regulatory body. o
Complaints are referred to several
regulatory bodies.

reign /rem/ noun the period of time
when someone is king or queen o an
Act dating back to the reign of Queen
Victoria m verb 1. to be king or queen
o Queen Victoria reigned for 64 years.
o the reigning monarch the king or
queen at the time 2. to be the most im-
portant feature o Chaos reigned in the
capital for several days after the revo-
lution. o It was half an hour before
peace reigned again in the council
chamber.

reins /reinz/ noun the leather strings
attached to a horse’s head, to allow the
rider to control it o to take up the
reins of government to begin to rule
o he holds the reins of power he is
the ruler of the country

relate /ri'lett/ verb to link something
to something else o the law which re-
lates to drunken driving

related /r1'lert1d/ adjective connect-
ed or linked or being of the same fam-
ily o offences related to drugs or drug-
related offences

relating to /ri'lertiy tu:/ adverb re-
ferring to or connected with o docu-
ments relating to the application

relation /r1'le1f(a)n/ noun o to enter
into relations with someone to start
discussing a business deal with some-
one o to break off relations with
someone to stop dealing with some-
one

relationship /ri'leif(o)nf1p/ noun
1. a connection or link with something
or someone else o What is the rela-
tionship between inflation and the
cost-of-living? o There is no relation-
ship between the two decisions. 2. the
way in which two or more people act
towards each other o The relationship
between the two councillors had been
difficult for some time.

release /rr'lits/ noun 1. setting
someone free or allowing someone to
leave prison 2. allowing secret docu-
ments to become public o the release
of Cabinet papers after thirty years m
verb 1. to free someone or something
or to allow someone to leave prison o
to release goods from customs o The
president released the opposition
leader from prison. o The customs re-
leased the goods against payment of a
fine. 2. to make something public o
Cabinet papers are released after thir-
ty years. o The company released in-
formation about the new mine in Aus-
tralia. o The government has refused
to release figures for the number of
unemployed women.

Remembrance /ri'membrons/
noun remembering

Remembrance Day Ir1
'membrons der/, Remembrance

Sunday noun 11th November or the
nearest Sunday, when the people
killed in war are remembered

Remembrancer /riI'membronso/
noun a British official of the Excheq-
uer who collects debts owed to the
Crown. Also called Queen’s Re-
membrancer, King’s Remem-
brancer

remit /'rizmit/ noun an area of re-
sponsibility given to someone o This
department can do nothing on the
case as it is not part of or beyond our
remit.

remittance /ri'mit(o)ns/ noun
money which is sent o Please send re-
mittances to the treasurer. o The fami-
ly lives on a weekly remittance from
their father in the USA.
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rent controls /'rent kon,troulz/
plural noun the government regulation
of rent

reopen /ri:'aupan/ verb to start dis-
cussions again or to start investigating
a case again o The government has de-
cided to reopen negotiations with the
rebels. o The hearing reopened on
Monday afternoon.

Rep. abbreviation 1. Representative
2. Republic 3. Republican

repatriate /ri:'patriert/ verb to
send someone away from the country
he or she is living in and back to their
country of birth, sometimes by force o
If terrorism increases, the government
may be forced to repatriate foreigners
living in the area.

repatriation /riz,paetri'erf(a)n/
noun sending someone back to his or
her country of birth o The repatriation
of the refugees will take months.

repeal /r1'pi:l/ noun passing a law to
abolish or do away with an earlier law
or custom so that it is no longer in
force o MPs are pressing for the re-
peal of the Immigration Act. m verb to
abolish or to do away with a law or
custom o The Bill seeks to repeal the
existing legislation.

reply /ri'plai/ noun 1. an answer o in
reply to your letter of the 24th o the
company’s reply to the takeover bid o
There was no reply to my letter or to
my phone call. 2. an opposing view
given in a discussion or debate m verb
1. to answer o fo reply to a letter o The
company has replied to the takeover
bid by offering the shareholders high-
er dividends. 2. to give an opposing
view in a discussion or debate o The
Foreign Secretary opened for the Gov-
ernment and the shadow Foreign Sec-
retary replied for the Opposition. o
right of reply 1. the right of someone
to answer claims made by an opponent
o he demanded the right of reply to the
newspaper allegations 2. the right of
the mover of a motion to reply to the
arguments of someone who has at-
tacked the motion

report /r1'po:t/ noun 1. a statement
describing what has happened or de-
scribing what the present situation is o
to make a report or to present a report
or to send in a report o The court
heard a report from the probation of-
ficer. o The chairman has received a
report from the insurance company. 2.
an official document from a commit-
tee set up by the government to inves-
tigate something o The committee has
issued a report on the problems of in-
ner city violence. o The Director of So-
cial Services has prepared a report on
children in care. 3. a document in
which a committee of the House of
Commons or Congress explains the
discussions which have been held
about a bill which has been given to it
to examine, and contains the amend-
ments which the committee has pro-
posed should be made to the bill m
verb 1. to make a statement describing
something o The council officers re-
ported on the progress of the develop-
ment plan. o He reported the damage
to the insurance company. o We asked
the bank to report on his financial sta-
tus. 2. o to report a bill (of a commit-
tee) to send a bill back to the main
chamber with amendments and com-
ments 3. to go to a place or to attend o
to report for an interview o Please re-
port to our London office for training.

reporter /r1'po:ita/ noun an official
who makes a written record of the pro-
ceedings of a legislature

reporting restrictions /r1,po:tiy
ri'strikf(a)ns/ plural noun limits on
the information about a case which
can be made public in newspapers or
on radio or television

Report Stage /ri'po:t sterd3/ noun
the stage in the discussion of a Bill in
the House of Commons, where the
amendments to the bill proposed at
Committee Stage are debated by the
whole House of Commons
represent/ repri'zent/ verb1. to be
the elected representative of an area in
Parliament or on a council o He repre-
sents one of the northern industrial
constituencies. 2. to act on behalf of
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someone o The defendant is represent-
ed by her solicitor. 3. to describe or to
show o He was represented as a man
of great honour.

representation /reprizen
'terf(a)n/ noun 1. a statement, espe-
cially a statement made to persuade
someone to enter into a contract 2. be-
ing represented by a lawyer 3. a sys-
tem where the people of a country
elect representatives to a parliament
which governs the country

Representation of the People
Act /reprizenterf(o)n ov 3o
'pitp(9)l ,&kt/ noun an Act of Parlia-
ment which states how elections must
be organised

representative /repri'zentotrv/
noun 1. a person elected to represent a
group of people o The legislature is
made up of representatives elected by
secret ballot. 2. US a member of the
lower house of Congress o House of
Representatives lower house of the
American Congress 3. a diplomat who
acts on behalf of a government o The
British representative in the area. 4. a
person who represents another person
or group of people o The court heard
the representative of the insurance
company.

repress /ri'pres/ verb to rule in a
dictatorial way by preventing opposi-
tion through limiting basic freedoms o
Dictators try to repress opposition to
their regimes.

repression /r1'pref(a)n/ noun dic-
tatorial rule involving the restriction
of free speech and of political opposi-
tion o The country is recovering from
twenty years of repression.
repressive /ri'presiv/ adjective us-
ing repression o The civil rights dem-
onstrators complained about the gov-
ernment’s repressive methods.
reprisal /ri'praiz(a)l/ noun the tak-
ing of property or people by force
from another country as a punishment
Repub. abbreviation 1. Republic 2.
Republican

republic /ri'pablik/ noun a state
which is not a monarchy, but which is

governed by elected representatives
headed by a President o Singapore
was declared a republic in 1965 o
Most republics have Presidents as
head of state.

republican /r1'pablikon/ adjective
1. referring to a republic 2. believing
in the idea of a republic o Some mem-
bers of the Opposition have republi-
can sympathies.

Republican /ri'pablikon/ noun1. a
member or supporter of a Republican
Party, especially in the USA 2. a per-
son who believes in a republic as the
best form of government
republicanise  /ri'pablikonarz/
verb to make a country into a republic
republicanism Ir1
'pablikoniz(a)m/ noun 1. the belief
that an electorate should have the
power in a country 2. the theory and
principles of republican government
Republicanism Ir1
'‘pablikoniz(a)m/ noun 1. support for
the Republican Party in the United
States 2. support for the idea of unit-
ing Northern Ireland politically with
the Republic of Ireland

Republican Party /ri'pablikon
'pa:ti/ noun one of the two main po-
litical parties in the USA, which sup-
ports business and freedom, and op-
poses liberalism

requisition / rekwi'zif(o)n/ verb 1.
to demand or request formally o A
special meeting was requisitioned by
six members. 2. to take private proper-
ty into the temporary ownership of the
state for the state to use o The army
requisitioned all the trucks to carry
supplies.

rescind /ri'sind/ verb to annul or to
cancel officially a law or contract o fo
rescind a contract or an agreement o
The committee rescinded its earlier
resolution on the use of council
premises.

rescission /ri's13(a)n/ noun 1. the
cancellation of a contract or law 2. US
a section of an appropriation bill
which cancels money previously ap-
propriated but not spent
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reserve /r1'z3:v/ noun money or
other things which are set aside for fu-
ture use o a country’s foreign cur-
rency reserves, gold reserves a coun-
try’s reserves in currencies of other
countries or in gold m verb to put aside
for future use

reshuffle /ri:'faf(o)l/ noun the
changing of positions, especially
those of Cabinet ministers o In the re-
shuffle, the Secretary of State for Edu-
cation was moved to the Home Office.
m verb to change the positions of Cab-
inet ministers o The President is ex-
pected to reshuffle his Cabinet soon.

residence /'rezid(o)ns/ noun 1. the
place where someone lives o The
crowd gathered outside the Gover-
nor’s residence. o She has a country
residence where she spends her week-
ends. o The Prime Minister has two of-
ficial residences: Number 10, Down-
ing Street in London, and Chequers in
the country. 2. the act of living or op-
erating officially in a country

residence permit /'rezid(o)ns
,p3mmit/ noun an official document
allowing a foreigner to live in a coun-
try o He has applied for a residence
permit. o She was granted a residence
permit for one year.

Residency /'rezid(o)nsi/ noun the
house where a colonial governor lives

resident /'rezid(o)nt/ noun 1. a per-
son or company living or operating in
a place o Fire broke out in the council
flats and the residents were brought
out as quickly as possible. o The war-
den of the hostel looks after the resi-
dents. o British residents in the coun-
try are advised to leave as soon as
possible. 2. the title of a diplomat of
lower rank than an Ambassador, living
in a foreign country 3. the governor of
a colony m adjective living or based in
a country o The company is resident in
France for tax purposes. o person or-
dinarily resident in the UK a person
who normally lives in the UK

resident commissioner
/'rezid(a)nt ko'mif(a)na/ noun in the
United States, a representative from a

dependency who is allowed to speak
but not vote in the House of Repre-
sentatives

residuary /ri'zidjuori/ adjective re-
maining

residuary body /r1'zidjuori ,bodi/
noun a body set up to administer the
ending of a local authority, when it has
been abolished, and to manage those
of its functions which have not been
given over to other authorities

resign /ri'zain/ verb to leave a job o
He resigned from his post as treasurer.
o He has resigned with effect from July
Ist. o She resigned as Education Min-
ister.
COMMENT: MPs are not allowed to re-
sign their seats in the House of Com-
mons. If an MP wants to leave the
House, he has to apply for an office of
profit under the Crown, such as the
Stewardship of the Chiltern Hundreds,
which will disqualify him or her from
membership of the House of Com-
mons.
resignation /rezig'neif(o)n/ noun
the act of giving up a job o The news-
paper published the Minister’s letter
of resignation and the Prime Minis-
ter’s reply. o He wrote his letter of res-
ignation to the chairman.

resilience /r1'zilions/ noun the abil-
ity of government to respond to a dif-
ficult situation in a way that prevents it
from becoming a crisis

resist /ri'zist/ verb to fight against
something or not to give in to some-
thing o Parents are resisting the local
authority’s attempt to close the
school. o The party moderates were
unable to resist the takeover by the ex-
tremists. o The President’s bodyguard
resisted the attempted coup.

resistance /ri'zistans/ noun 1. an
action which shows that people are
opposed to something o There was a
lot of resistance from the local resi-
dents to the new plan. o The Home
Secretary’s proposal met with strong
resistance from the probation service.
o After the coup, there were still pock-
ets of resistance in some parts of the
country. 2. a group which fights se-
cretly against an enemy occupying a
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country o He was in the French Resist-
ance during the war. o resistance
fighters armed soldiers who are fight-
ing against a government or an occu-
pying enemy

resolution / reza'lu:f(a)n/ noun 1.
a decision taken by one of the Houses
of Parliament or Congress to show
their opinion of something 2. a deci-
sion taken at the United Nations 3. a
decision taken at a meeting o The con-
ference passed a resolution condemn-
ing the use of force by the police. o The
resolution from the platform was de-
feated by a large majority. o extraor-
dinary resolution, special resolution
a resolution such as one to change the
articles of an organisation, which usu-
ally requires a larger majority of votes
than an ordinary resolution o the spe-
cial resolution presented to the con-
ference requires a two-thirds majority
to be passed

resource /r1'zo:s/ verb to give mon-
ey to o The nurseries are well re-
sourced and are full of modern equip-
ment.

respect /ri'spekt/ noun the honour
shown to someone in authority

responsible /r1'sponsib(o)l/ adjec-
tive being answerable or accountable
to someone or some group of people
for the job you perform ¢ responsi-
ble for 1. to blame for o the govern-
ment is responsible for the collapse of
the economy 2. being in charge of or in
control of o the committee chairman
was found to be the person responsi-
ble for leaks to the press o Ministers
are responsible for the actions of their
officials o the caretaker is responsible
for the security of the building o she is
responsible for twenty junior office

staff

responsible government /r1
,sponsib(d)l 'gav(e)nmont/ noun a
form of government which acts as the
people wish, and which is accountable
to Parliament and through it to the
people for its actions

res publica /reiz 'publika/ noun
the state as a concept

restitution /restr'tju:f(e)n/ noun
1. the return of property which has
been illegally obtained o The court or-
dered the restitution of assets to the
company. 2. payment for damage or
loss to the people who have suffered
as the result of an action for which you
are responsible

restrictive practices /r1,striktiv
'‘praektisiz/ plural noun attempts by
workers to prevent employers from
making them work in such a way as to
deprive other workers of jobs

result /ri'zalt/ verb to happen be-
cause of something else

résumé /'rezjomer/ noun 1. the
summary of a piece of writing o A
r,sum, of the debate was published in
yesterday’s paper. 2. US the summary
of a person’s life story showing impor-
tant details of education and work ex-
perience (NOTE: The UK term is cur-
riculum vitae or CV.)

retiral /ri'taroral/ noun US, & Scot-
tish same as retirement

retire /ri'taro/ verb 1. to stop work
and take a pension o She retired with a
£6,000 pension. o The chairman of the
company retired at the age of 65. o
The shop is owned by a retired police-
man. 2. to make an employee stop
work and take a pension o They decid-
ed to retire all staff over 50 years of
age. 3.to come to the end of an elected
term of office o The treasurer retires
after six years. o Two retiring direc-
tors offer themselves for re-election.
4. to go away from a court for a period
of time o The magistrates retired to
consider their verdict. o The jury re-
tired for four hours.

retirement /ri'taromont/ noun the
act of retiring from work
retirement age /ri'taromant erds/
noun the age at which people stop
work. In the UK this is usually 65.
retirement pension /ri'taromont
Jpenfon/ noun a regular payment
which someone receives when they
reach the age to stop work

retract /ri'trekt/ verb to withdraw a
statement because it was wrong o The
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minister was forced to retract her
statement about the Leader of the Op-
position.

retroactive /retrov'ektiv/ adjec-
tive taking effect from a particular
time in the past, rather from the
present o They received a pay rise ret-
roactive to last January.

retroactively / retrov'zktivli/ ad-
verb going back to a time in the past

retrospective  /retrou'spektiv/
adjective taking effect from a particu-
lar time in the past, rather than from
the present o with retrospective ef-
fect applying to a past period o the tax
ruling has retrospective effect

retrospective legislation
/,retrauspektiv Jledzi'slerf(a)n/
noun an Act of Parliament which ap-
plies to a specified period before the
Act was passed

retrospectively / retrou'spektivli/
adverb in a retrospective way o The
ruling is applied retrospectively.

return /rr'ta:mn/ noun 1. going back
or coming back 2. sending back 3. o to
make a return to the tax office, to
make an income tax return to send a
statement of income to the tax office
4. the election of an MP 5. the profit or
income from money invested m verb 1.
to send something back, or go back 2.
to say or do something similar to
something that has been said to you or
done for you o She helped me with my
report and I was later able to return
the favour. o The visitor returned our
greeting and bowed slightly. 3. to elect
an MP for a constituency o She was re-
turned with an increased majority.

returning officer /ri't3:nig ,ofiso/
noun an official, usually a High Sher-
iff or mayor, who superintends a par-
liamentary election in a constituency,
receives the nominations of candi-
dates and announces the result of the
vote
COMMENT: When a writ for an election
is issued, the returning officer for each
constituency must give notice of the
election, and candidates may be nom-
inated up to eight days after the writs
are issued.

reunification /ri:ju:nifr'kerf(s)n/
noun the process of being united again
after being separated or divided o the
reunification of Germany

reunify /ri:'juinifar/ verb to unite
again after being separated o reunified
Germany

revanche nouna policy of regaining
lost territory

revenue /'revonjui/ noun money
earned or income o The purpose of the
bill is to raise revenue by imposing a
sales tax on luxury goods. o The tax
provides less than half the council’s
revenue.

revenue expenditure /revonju:
ik'spenditfa/ noun the day-to-day
costs of a local council, including the
wages of the staff and the cost of
maintaining the buildings (NOTE: no
plural in UK English; US English
uses expenditures.)

revenue officer /'revonju: ,ofrsa/
noun a person working in a govern-
ment tax office

revenue tariff /'revonju: 'terif/
noun a tax designed to produce public
revenue

review /ri'vjui/ noun 1. a general
examination of something o The edu-
cation officer presented the annual re-
view of teaching staff. o The coroner
asked for a review of police proce-
dures. 2. a magazine m verb to exam-
ine something generally o A commit-
tee has been appointed to review civil
service salaries. o The council has re-
viewed its housing policy and decided
to make no major changes.
revisionism /r1'viz(o)niz(o)m/
noun changing or trying to change the
principles on which a political party is
based (used as criticism) o The
former Party leader was accused of
revisionism.

revisionist /ri'viz(o)nist/ adjec-
tive, noun a person who wants to
change a party’s principles
revocable /'revokab(a)l/ adjective
possible to cancel or overturn
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revocation /revou'kerf(a)n/ noun
the cancelling of a permission, right,
agreement or offer

revoke /ri'vouk/ verb to cancel a
permission, right, agreement or offer o
to revoke a clause in an agreement o
The treaty on fishing rights has been
revoked.

revolt /ri'voult/ noun an act of oppo-
sition or rebellion against authority o
The whips are trying to quell the revolt
in the party. o The revolt in the army
was put down by the President’s bod-
yguard. o in revolt against rebelling
against o the farmers were in revolt
against the tax collectors m verb to
rebel against or oppose an authority o
Seventy MPs revolted and voted
against the Government. o The Presi-
dent’s bodyguard revolted and the re-
volt spread to other parts of the army.

revolution /,reva'lu:f(a)n/ noun 1.
an armed rising against a government
or state or the entire social system o
The government was overthrown by a
revolution led by the head of the army.
2. a period of social change, where the
previous way of life changes radically
revolutionary / revo'lu:f(o)n(o)ri/
adjective 1. referring to a revolution o
Revolutionary troops surrounded the
President’s Palace. 2. very new and
different o The minister has proposed
a revolutionary new system of collect-
ing tax. m noun a person who takes
part in a revolution o The palace was
surrounded by revolutionaries.

Revolutionary War  /reva
'luzf(d)n(a)ri woi/ noun the Ameri-
can War of Independence

revolutionise /,reva'lu:fonaiz/
verb 1. to introduce revolutionary ide-
as to people 2. to bring about a revolu-
tion in a country 3. to completely
change the way something is consid-
ered or done o The Internet revolu-
tionised public access to information.

rider /'ratdo/ noun 1. an additional
clause to a contract or report 2. US a
clause attached to a bill, which may
have nothing to do with the subject of
the bill, but which the proposer hopes

to get passed into law more easily in
this way

riding /'rardig/ noun 1. (in York-
shire) an administrative section of the
county of Yorkshire, now no longer
used 2. (in Canada) a constituency or
area of the country represented by an
MP

rig /rig/ verb to arrange an election
dishonestly so that a particular candi-
date wins o The Opposition claimed
that the election had been rigged. v
ballot-rigging
right /rait/ noun 1. something that a
person is legally or morally allowed to
have or do o the right to life o The
Minister has the right to be heard by
the House. o She has a right to the
property. o The staff have a right to
know what the company is doing. 2.
people who are political conservatives
or whose ideas and beliefs are con-
servative o The right have opposed the
increases in government spending. o
Members on the right of the party op-
pose the new manifesto. o a move to
the right a move to support more con-
servative policies o the centre party
has shown a noticeable move to the
right in recent years
COMMENT: The division of political par-
ties and political ideas into left, right
and centre dates from the French
Revolution when deputies in the Na-
tional Assembly sat on the left or right
of the chamber according to their
views. It was easiest to apply these la-
bels when socialist (left) parties faced
conservative (right) parties in the mid-
dle years of the twentieth century.
Some commentators say the old divi-
sions of left and right are less and less
relevant in the modern world, but they
continue to be used.
rightful /'rartf(o)l/ adjective legally
or morally correct

Right Honourable / rart
'pn(a)rab(a)l/ noun a title given to
members of the Privy Council (NOTE:
usually written Hon.: the Hon. Mem-
ber; the Rt. Hon. William Smith, M.P)

rightist /'raitist/ adjective right-
wing m noun a person with right-wing
views
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right of abode /rait ov o'boud/
noun the right to live in a country

right-of-centre /rart ov 'sents/
adjective relating to political views
that are slightly right-wing

right of establishment / rait ov 1
'staeblifmont/ noun the right of a cit-
izen of a Member State of the Europe-
an Union to live and work in any EU
country

right of petition /rait ov po
't1f(9)n/ noun the right of any citizen
of the European Union to forward an
official complaint to the European
Parliament. Any citizen of a Member
State of the EU can present a petition,
either personally or as the representa-
tive of a group.

right to strike /rart to 'strark/
noun the general right of workers to
stop working as a means of protest

right wing / rait 'wiy/ noun the part
of a country, party or group which is
more conservative than the rest o the
right wing of the Conservative Party
right-wing /,rait 'wip/ adjective fa-
vouring the right or conservative poli-
cies o a right-wing newspaper o
Right-wing politicians have plotted to
bring down the government.
right-winger /rart 'wigs/ noun a
person who supports a conservative
point of view

Riigikogu noun the legislature in
Estonia

Riksdag noun the legislature in
Sweden

ringleader /'rigli:ds/ noun a person
who organises something dishonest or
illegal

riot /'rarot/ noun violent actions by
large numbers of people in public o
Riots broke out when the government
tried to increase the price of bread. m
verb to take part in a riot o The street
was blocked by rioting students.

rioter /'raroto/ noun a person who
takes part in a riot

rioting /'rarstin/ noun the activity of
being involved in a riot o Rioting

broke out when the price rises were
announced.

riotous /'raiotos/ adjective disor-
derly, as in ariot o The crowd engaged
in riotous behaviour.

riot police /rarot polits/ noun a
police force with special equipment to
deal with riots

ripple effect /'rip(o)l 1'fekt/ noun a
series of effects or consequences that
result from a single event

rise /raiz/ noun 1. an increase or
growth in height o a rise in the crime
rate or in inflation or in interest rates
2. an increase in salary (NOTE: The US
term is raise.) m verb 1. to move up-
wards or to become higher o Prices
are rising faster than inflation. o The
rate of companies going into receiver-
ship has risen by 15%. 2. to stop sit-
ting o The House rose at 12.15 a.m. o
The court will rise at 5 p.m. 3. to rebel
against authority o The southern states
rose against the government.

rising /'raiziy/ noun a small rebel-
lion o The government acted swiftly to
put down the rising in the university
town. » uprising

robocall /'roubouko:l/ noun a tele-
phone call made using a recorded
voice, used in election campaigning
and marketing

rod /rod/ noun a stick that indicates
someone’s official office or authority.
» Black Rod

roll /raul/ noun alist of names (NOTE:
From the fact that they used to be
written on a long sheet which was
stored rolled up.)

rollcall /'roulko:l/ noun reading out
a list of names to see if everyone is
present o yea-and-nay rollcall US a
vote in Congress, where names are
read out and each member says how
he or she is voting

Rome /roum/ » Treaty of Rome
Roosevelt /'ru:zovelt/, Franklin D.
(1882-1945) the 32nd president of the
United States, he served longer than
any other president (1933-45)
rostrum /'rostrom/ noun a high
desk where a member stands to speak
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to an assembly or meeting o The rep-
resentative of one of the Civil Service
unions was at the rostrum when the in-
terruption occurred. (NOTE: The plu-
ral is rostra.)

rotten borough /rot(o)n 'baro/
noun a political constituency with few
electors but the same right to elect a
representative as a constituency with
many more people, especially in Eng-
land before 1832. » pocket borough
round /ravnd/ noun a series of dis-
cussions o The next round of negotia-
tions will be held in London.

round table conference /raund
,terb(o)l 'konf(a)rons/ noun a discus-
sion held by people sitting at a round
table, showing that each party at the
meeting is of equal status with the rest
o The government is trying to get the
rebel leaders to come to the confer-
ence table.

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques
/'rursau/ noun the French philosopher
(1712-78) whose book ‘The Social
Contract’ (1762) justified democracy
but seemed also to put the individual
under the complete control of a demo-
cratic government. The opening lines
of ‘The Social Contract’ are: Man is
born free and everywhere he is in
chains.

royal /'ro1ol/ adjective referring to a
king or queen m noun a member of a
royal family

Royal Assent /ool o'sent/ noun
the signing of a Bill by the monarch,
the ceremonial final stage by which a
Bill becomes law as an Act of Parlia-
ment (NOTE: No monarch has re-
fused to give the Royal Assent for
three hundred years)

Royal Canadian Mounted Po-
lice /'roral ko'nerdion 'mauntrd ps
'lirs/ noun a police force that operates
throughout Canada except in cities
and provinces with their own police
forces. Abbr RCMP

Royal Commission /roml ko
'mif(a)n/ noun a group of people giv-
en the job by the government of exam-

ining and reporting on a major prob-
lem

Royal Duke /'rorol dju:k/ noun a
prince of the royal house who has
been given the title of Duke (NOTE:
The wife of a duke is a duchess.)
Royal Family /ol ‘fam(e)li/
noun the family of a king or queen
royalist /'rorolist/ noun a person
supporting rule by a king or queen
Royal pardon /romol 'pa:d(o)n/
noun a pardon, given very rarely by
the monarch on the advice of the elect-
ed government, by which a person
found guilty of a crime is forgiven and
need not serve a sentence

Royal prerogative /romol pri
'rpgativ/ noun the set of powers
which have been transferred in the
course of the last 300 years from the
British Crown to the Prime Minister,
including the right to declare war,
make peace, appoint Cabinet minis-
ters, create government departments,
appoint bishops, give honours and ti-
tles, and dissolve parliament (NOTE:
the royal prerogative is now only
used on the advice of the elected
government)

Royals /'rorlz/ plural noun mem-
bers of a royal family (informal)
royalty /'ro1alti/ noun members of a
royal family o Special security meas-
ures are taken if royalty is present.
(NOTE: can take singular or plural
verb)

RSFSR abbreviation Russian Soviet
Federated Socialist Republic

Rt Hon. abbreviation Right Honour-
able

rubber stamp /rabo 'stzmp/
noun a stamp made of hard rubber, cut
to form letters, used to print some-
thing on a document, often to show
that the document has been approved
m verb to approve of something auto-
matically, without much thought o The
council rubber stamped the decisions
of the President.

rule /ru:l/ noun 1. the way in which a
country is governed o The country has
had ten years of military rule. 2. a
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statement or order which says how
things should be done, e.g. an order
governing how members vote in Par-
liament or Congress o The debate fol-
lowed the rules of procedure used in
the British House of Commons. 3. US
a special decision made by the Rules
Committee which states how a partic-
ular bill should be treated in the House
of Representatives m verb 1. to govern
a country o The country is ruled by a
group of army officers. o The dictator
ruled the country for thirty years. 2. to
give an official decision o The Speaker
ruled that the question was out of or-
der. o The commission of inquiry ruled
that the company was in breach of
contract. 3. to be in force or to be cur-
rent o prices which are ruling at the
moment

rule of law /,ru:l ov 'lo:/ noun the
principle of government, that all per-
sons, organisations and the govern-
ment itself are equal before and an-
swerable to the law and that no person
should be punished without a trial
ruler /'ru:lo/ noun a person who gov-
erns or controls a country or part of a
country

ruling /'ru:lig/ adjective 1. in power
or in control o the ruling Democratic
Party o The actions of the ruling junta
have been criticised in the press. 2. the
most important o The ruling consider-
ation is one of cost. o We will invoice
at ruling prices. m noun a decision

made by a judge, arbitrator or the
chairman of a meeting o The MPs dis-
puted the Speaker’s ruling. o Accord-
ing to the ruling of the court, the con-
tract was illegal.

run/ran/ verb1. to control or manage
o He ran the department while the
chiefwas away. o The question is: who
is really running the country, the Pres-
ident or his wife? 2. to offer yourself
as a candidate in an election o He is
running for president. o He had no
hope of winning the nomination, so he
decided not to run.

running mate /'ranip mert/ noun a
person who stands for election at the
same time as another candidate for a
different office, and voters have to
vote for both together, e.g. the candi-
dates for Vice-President and President
of the USA

runoff /'ranof/ noun an election held
after an earlier one that produced no
clear winner

run-up /'ran Ap/ noun o run-up to
an election the period before an elec-
tion o In the run-up to the General
Election, opinion polls were forecast-
ing heavy losses for the government.

rural /'ruarol/ adjective referring to
the countryside, as opposed to the
towns o An MP representing a rural
constituency. o The party has to win
the rural vote.
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S2P abbreviation state second pen-
sion
safe /seif/ adjective not in danger

safeguard /'seifga:d/ noun protec-
tion o The proposed legislation will
provide a safeguard against illegal
traders. m verb to protect o The em-
bassy acted to safeguard the interests
of the tourists.

safe seat /seif 'siit/ noun a seat
where the Member of Parliament has a
large majority and is not likely to lose
the seat at an election

safety /'seifti/ noun the position of
not being in danger

Sale of Goods Act /seil ov 'gudz
.&kt/ noun an Act of Parliament
which regulates the selling of things
which can be moved o The law relat-
ing to the sale of goods is governed by
the Sale of Goods Act 1979.

sales tax /'seilz teks/ noun a tax
paid on things which are sold

sanction /'sepkfan/ noun 1. offi-
cial permission to do something o You
will need the sanction of the local au-
thority before you can knock down the
old office block. o The payment was
made without official sanction. 2. a
punishment for an act which goes
against what is accepted behaviour m
verb to approve officially or to give
official permission o The council
sanctioned the expenditure of £1.2m
on the development plan.

satellite state /'sztolait stert/
noun a country which is economically
or politically dependent on another
sceptre /'septa/ noun a ceremonial
stick used as a symbol of the authority
of a monarch

schedule /'fedju:l/ noun 1. a plan
of things that need to be done and of
when they should be done 2. an addi-
tional section of documents attached
to a Bill before Parliament or to the
agenda or minutes of a meeting, or to
a contract o schedule of markets to
which a contract applies o see the at-
tached schedule or as per the attached
schedule o the schedule before re-
ferred to 3. a list o The schedule of
charges is revised annually. m verb 1.
to list officially o scheduled prices or
scheduled charges are subject to
change without notice o The house is
scheduled as an ancient monument. 2.
to plan the time when something will
happen o The building is scheduled for
completion in May.

Schedule A/ [edju:l ‘el/ noun the
section of the Finance Acts under
which tax is charged on income from
land or buildings

Schedule B/ fedju:l 'bii/ noun the
section of the Finance Acts under
which tax is charged on income from
woodlands

Schedule C / fedju:l 'sit/ noun the
section of the Finance Acts under
which tax is charged on profits from
government stock

Schedule D/ fedju:l 'di:/ noun the
section of the Finance Acts under
which tax is charged on income from
trades, professions, interest and other
income which does not come from
employment

Schedule E / fedju:l 'i:/ noun the
section of the Finance Acts under
which tax is charged on wages, sala-
ries and pensions
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Schedule F / fedju:l 'ef/ noun the
section of the Finance Acts under
which tax is charged on income from
dividends

scheme /ski:m/ noun a plan, policy,
or programme carried out by a govern-
ment or business o a road-widening
scheme

Schengen Agreement noun an
agreement between some countries in
the European Union and associated
states, abolishing internal border con-
trols over the movement of people and
goods between member countries
(NOTE: The countries are: Austria,
Belgium, Denmark, France, Finland,
Germany, Greece, Iceland, ltaly,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Nor-
way, Portugal, Spain and Sweden.
Schengen is a village in Luxem-
bourg.)

Schroéder /'[rouda/, Gerhard (b.
1944) leader of the Social Democratic
Party, and chancellor of Germany
(1998-)

Scotland Yard /skotlond 'ja:d/
noun the headquarters of the Metro-
politan Police in London, from which
national criminal investigations are
coordinated. Full form New Scot-
land Yard

Scot Nat / skot 'nzt/ noun same as
Scottish Nationalist

Scottish Executive /'skotif 1g
'zekjutiv/ noun the devolved govern-
ment of Scotland. » Scottish Parlia-
ment

Scottish Executive Develop-
ment Department /'skotif 1g
'zekjutrv dr'velopmont dr
'partmant/ noun a department of the
Scottish Executive, responsible for
planning, building control and hous-
ing, social justice, and economic ad-
vice. Abbr SEDD

Scottish Executive Education
Department /'skotif 1g'zekjutiv
.edju'kerf(a)n dr'patmoant/ noun a
department of the Scottish Executive,
responsible for education at school
level, social services, culture, sport,
and tourism. Abbr SEED

Scottish Executive Environ-
ment and Rural Affairs Depart-
ment noun a department of the Scot-
tish Executive, responsible for agri-
culture, rural development, food, and
fisheries. Abbr SEERAD

Scottish Executive Health De-
partment /'skotif 1g'zekjutiv hel®
di'pa:tment/ noun a department of
the Scottish Executive, responsible for
health and ambulance services. Abbr
SEHD

Scottish Executive Justice De-
partment /'skotif 1g'zekjutiv
'dzastrs di'paitmant/ noun a depart-
ment of the Scottish Executive, re-
sponsible for all aspects of the legal
system and the police

Scottish Nationalist /'skotif
'nee [(9)nalist/ noun a member or sup-
porter of the Scottish National Party m
adjective relating to the Scottish Na-
tional Party

Scottish National Party /'skotif
'nee[(9)nal 'pa:ti/ nouna Scottish po-
litical party that advocates full politi-
cal independence for Scotland. Abbr
SNP

Scottish Parliament /'skotif
'pa:lomant/ noun the devolved elect-
ed representative body set up in 1999
in Edinburgh with limited powers to
make laws for Scotland

Scott Report /'skot r1,po:t/ noun
the document produced in 1996 by the
enquiry headed by Lord Justice Scott
which revealed that ministers had con-
cealed information from Parliament
and had allowed three business men to
be unjustly put on trial for selling arms
to Iraq (NOTE: The Scott Report con-
tained very damaging information
about how government ministers
had behaved, but no minister re-
signed as a result, largely because
the ministers responsible were no
longer in the jobs they had held
when the events occurred.)

SCPS abbreviation Society of Civil
and Public Servants

scrutineer /skru:ti'nia/  noun
someone whose job is to monitor the



second-class citizen

counting of votes at an election and
see that it happened correctly. » ob-
server

SDLP abbreviation Social Demo-
cratic and Labour Party

SDP abbreviation Social Democratic
Party

seal /si:l/ noun 1. a piece of wax or
red paper attached to a document to
show that it is legally valid. » Great
Seal 2. a piece of paper or metal or
wax attached to close something, so
that it can be opened only if the paper
or metal or wax is removed or broken
o The seals on the ballot box had been
tampered with. m verb 1. to close
something tightly 2. to attach a seal or
to stamp something with a seal o The
customs sealed the shipment.

sealed instrument /,sizld
'instromont/ noun a document which
has been signed and sealed

Seanad Eireann noun the upper
house of the legislature in Ireland
(NOTE: The lower house is the Dail
Eireann.)

seat /siit/ noun 1. a chair o Seats
have been placed on the platform for
the members of the council. o Opposi-
tion MPs left their seats and walked
out of the chamber in protest. 2. mem-
bership of the House of Commons or
being a Member of Parliament o He
lost his seat in the general election. 3.
a constituency o This is a safe Tory
seat. 4. membership of a committee o
Marginal seats showed a swing away
from the government.
COMMENT: In the British House of
Commons, the seats are arranged in
rows facing each other across the
chamber, with the table in between
the front benches and the Speaker’s
chair at the end. In other legislative
chambers (as in the French National
Assembly), the seats are arranged in
a semi-circle facing the rostrum with
the seat of the President of the As-
sembly behind it.
secede /si'si:d/ verb to withdraw
from a nation, state, organisation or al-
liance and become independent o The
American colonies seceded from

Great Britain in 1776 and formed the
USA.

secession /s1'sef(a)n/ noun the act
of seceding

secessionism  /si'sefoniz(o)m/
noun a policy of withdrawal from a
nation, state, organisation or alliance

secessionist/si'sef(a)n1st/ nouna
person who is in favour of secession m
adjective of a country which has se-
ceded or wishes to secede o a seces-
sionist state

second /'sekond/ verbo to second a
candidate to formally support a can-
didate wishing to stand for an office
who has already been proposed by
someone else o The name of Ms
Brown has been proposed for the post
of treasurer, who is willing to second
her? o to second a motion to speak in
support of a motion after it has been
presented by someone else, but before
a vote is taken o The motion is pro-
posed by Mr Smith, seconded by Mrs
Jones.

secondarily /sekon'dearili/ ad-
verb in second place

secondary /'sekond(o)ri/ adjective
1. second in importance o Mr Smith
raised a further objection, which he
said was of secondary importance to
the first. 2. at a second stage

second ballot /s1,kond ‘'balot/
noun the electoral system used in
France and other countries, in which if
a candidate does not get 50% of the
votes on the first vote, a second vote is
held a short time later, with the lowest
candidate or candidates removed from
the list, so the voters must give one of
the remaining candidates more than
50% of the votes

second chamber /si'kond
't fetmba/ noun the upper house in a
legislative assembly with two cham-
bers, e.g. the British House of Lords

second-class citizen /si'kond
kla:s 'sttiz(e)n/ noun a person who
does not have the same rights, privi-
leges or opportunities as the rest of the
population
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seconder /'sekondo/ noun a person
who supports a proposal made by
someone else o Mr Brown has been
proposed by Mr Jones, and Miss Smith
is his seconder. o The motion could not
be put, because the proposer could not
find a seconder for it.

Second Reading /,sekand 'ri:din/
noun US the detailed debate on a Bill
in the House of Commons, or House
of Lords in the UK, or in the House of
Representatives or Senate in USA
(NOTE: Bills are given three ‘readings’
in both chambers in both USA and
UK (as in many other legislatures).
The second reading is usually the
occasion for a major, detailed de-
bate.)

secret agent /sitkrot ‘'erdzont/
noun someone who spies for a gov-
ernment or organisation

secretariat / sekr1'teariot/ noun an
important office and the officials who
work in it, usually headed by a Secre-
tary or Secretary-General o the United
Nations secretariat o the Common-
wealth secretariat

secretary /'sekrot(o)ri/ noun 1. a
person who types letters or files docu-
ments or arranges meetings for some-
one o the Minister’s secretary and
personal assistant o My secretary
deals with visitors. o His secretary
phoned to say he would be late. 2. the
Secretary of State or member of the
government in charge of a department
o the Education Secretary o the For-
eign Secretary 3. a senior civil servant
4. an official of a company or society

Secretary for Defense / sekrotri
fo dr'fens/ noun the government min-
ister in charge of the armed forces in
the USA. Also called Defense Sec-
retary

Secretary-General /,sekratri
'dzen(a)ral/ noun the main adminis-
trator in a large organisation such as
the United Nations or a political party
o The main power in the country is
held by the Secretary-General of the
ruling party.

Secretary of State /sekrat(o)ri
ov 'stert/ noun 1. a member of the
government in charge of a department
o the Secretary of State for Education
and Skills 2. US the senior member of
the government in charge of foreign
policy. See also notes at foreign, min-
ister 3. (in Canada) a government
minister with general responsibilities
for publications, broadcasting and the
arts

COMMENT: The uses of the words Sec-
retary and Secretary of State are
confusing: 1. In the UK, a Secretary of
State is the head of a government de-
partment, usually a Cabinet Minister.
Other members of the government,
though not in the Cabinet, are Parlia-
mentary Secretaries or Parliamentary
Under-Secretaries of State, who are
junior ministers in a department. Final-
ly the Parliamentary Private Secretary
is a minister’s main junior assistant in
Parliament 2. In the USA, the Secre-
tary of State is the person in charge of
the Department of State, which is con-
cerned with foreign policy. The equiv-
alent in most other countries is the
Foreign Minister (Foreign Secretary in
the UK). Other heads of department in
the US government are called simply
Secretary: Secretary for Defense or
Defense Secretary 3. In the British
Civil Service, a government depart-
ment is headed by a Permanent Sec-
retary, with several Deputy Secretar-
ies and Under-Secretaries. They are
all government employees and are not
MPs. Also a civil servant is a minis-
ter's Private Secretary, who is at-
tached to the minister personally, and
acts as his link with the department.
The British Civil Service formerly used
the titles Permanent Secretary, Depu-
ty Secretary, Assistant Secretary and
Principal Secretary as grades, but
these have now been replaced by a
system of numbers (G1, G2, G3, etc.)
4. Both in the UK and USA, the word
Secretary is used in short forms of ti-
tles with the name of the department.
So, the Secretary of State for Educa-
tion and Skills in the UK, and the Sec-
retary for Education in the USA are
both called Education Secretary for
short. In the USA, the word Secretary
can be used before a surname: Secre-
tary Smith.

Secretary of State for Defence
/,sekratri av stert fo di'fens/ noun
the government minister in charge of
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the armed forces in the United King-
dom. Also called Defence Secretary
Secretary of the Treasury
/,sekrat(d)ri ov 09 'trezori/, Secre-
tary to the Treasury noun US the
senior member of the government in
charge of financial affairs. Also called
Treasury Secretary

Secretary to the Cabinet
/'sekratri to 01 'keebinat/ noun same
as Cabinet Secretary

Secretary to the Senate
/,sekratri ta &9 'senat/ noun US the
head of the administrative staff in the
Senate

secret ballot / si:krot 'balat/ noun
an election where the voters vote in se-
cret

Secret Intelligence Service
/'sitkrat 1n'telidzons 's3:vis/ noun a
British government agency concerned
with obtaining information about oth-
er countries which may be of use to
the government’s defence, security,
economy and foreign services
secret police /sitkrot pa'lizs/
noun in dictatorships or totalitarian
regimes, the organisation which works
in secret spying on people in order to
stop opposition

secret service /si:krot 's3rvis/
noun the government service which
spies on other countries and on citi-
zens of its own country suspected of
wanting to rebel

sectarian /sek'teorion/ adjective
relating to relations between religious
groups or denominations, especially
when the groups hold rigidly to a set
of doctrines and are intolerant of other
views

section /'sek[on/ noun a part of an
Act of Parliament or law o She does
not qualify for a grant under section 2
of the Act.

sectionalism  /'sek[onoliz(a)m/
noun concern for the interests of one
group or area in preference to other ar-
eas

secularism /'sekjuloriz(o)m/ noun
the belief that religion and religious
bodies should have no official part in

public life or in running public institu-
tions, especially schools

Securities and Exchange Com-
mission /sr'kjuoratiz on  1ks
't fernd3 ka'mif(a)n/ noun an agency
of the US government set up to control
financial transactions and protect in-
vestors against bad practices. Abbr
SEC

security /st'kjuoriti/ noun 1. safety
from harm, damage or attack o Our
passengers’ security is of great impor-
tance to us. , social security 2. the
feeling of being safe in a situation, or
the degree to which someone feels
safe o security of employment, job
security a feeling by a worker that he
has the right to keep his job until he re-
tires o security of tenure the right to
keep a position or rented accommoda-
tion, provided that specific conditions
are met

security clearance /si'kjuortti
'kliarans/ noun the process of making
sure that a person is acceptable for
work in a government department
where secret documents are kept

Security Council /sr'kjuoriti
Jkaunsal/ noun the permanent ruling
body of the United Nations, with the
responsibility for preserving interna-
tional peace
COMMENT: The Security Council has
fifteen members, five of which (USA,
Russia, UK, France and China) are
permanent members, the other ten
being elected by the General Assem-
bly for periods of two years. The five
permanent members each have a
veto over the decisions of the Security
Council.
Security Service /si'kjuorati
's31vis/ noun a British government
agency concerned with national secu-
rity, in particular counter-terrorism
and counter-espionage. , MI5

Security Services /si'kjuorati
's31visiz/ plural noun the government
organisations which protect the coun-
try against the activities of enemies
such as spies and terrorists

securocrat /s1'kjuarakreaet/ noun a
senior military, police or intelligence
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officer with power to influence gov-
ernment policy

SEDD abbreviation Scottish Execu-
tive Development Department

sedition /s1'dif(a)n/ noun the use of
words or actions that are intended to
lead to revolution or an armed upris-
ing against the state

seditious /st'difos/ adjective refer-
ring to sedition

SEED abbreviation Scottish Execu-
tive Education Department

SEERAD abbreviation Scottish Ex-
ecutive Environment and Rural Af-
fairs Department

segregate /'segrigeit/ verb to sepa-
rate or keep apart, especially to keep
different races in a country apart o Sin-
gle-sex schools segregate boys from
girls.

segregation/ segri'geif(o)n/ noun
the practice of keeping ethnic, racial,
religious, or gender groups separate,
especially by enforcing the use of sep-
arate facilities such as schools and
usually discriminating against a mi-
nority group

segregationist / segri'gerfonist/
adjective, noun supporting a policy of
segregation

SEHD abbreviation Scottish Execu-
tive Health Department

Seimas noun the legislative body in
Lithuania

seizure /'siz30/ noun the act of tak-
ing possession of something o The
court ordered the seizure of the ship-
ment or of the company’s funds.

Sejm noun the lower house of the
legislature in Poland

Select Committee /s1lekt ko
'miti/ noun 1. (in the House of Com-
mons) a special committee with mem-
bers representing various political par-
ties, which examines the work of a
government department or a particular
problem in the House of Commons
(NOTE: There are also a smaller
number of Select Committees in the
House of Lords) 2. (in Congress) a

committee set up for a special pur-
pose, usually to investigate something
COMMENT: The main non-departmen-
tal Select Committees are: the Com-
mittee of Privileges which considers
breaches of parliamentary privilege;
the Committee of the Parliamentary
Commissioner which considers the re-
ports of the Ombudsman; the Public
Accounts Committee which examines
government expenditure. The depart-
mental select committees are: Cul-
ture, Media and Sport; Defence; Edu-
cation and Skills; Environment and
Rural Affairs; Health; Home Affairs; In-
ternational Development; Northermn
Ireland Affairs; Science and Technol-
ogy; Scottish Affairs; Trade and Indus-
try; Transport, Local Government and
the Regions; Treasury; Welsh Affairs;
and Work and Pensions.

self-determination / self ditaimi
'ne1f(a)n/ noun the free choice by the
people of a country as to which coun-
try should govern them o Countries
with powerful neighbours have to
fight for the right to self-determina-
tion.

self-government /self
'gav(o)nmont/, self-rule / self 'ru:l/
noun the control of a country by its
own government, free from foreign in-
fluence

semi-autonomous /semi o
'tpnomos/ adjective ruled partly by
its own local government and partly
by national government or another
country or region

Sen. abbreviation 1. senate 2. sena-
tor

senate /'senat/ noun the upper
house of a legislative body o France
has a bicameral system: a lower house
or Chamber of Deputies and a upper
house or Senate.

COMMENT: The senate is the upper
house of the legislature in many coun-
tries, including Antigua, Argentina,
Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil,
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Congo,
Czech Republic, Dominican Republic,
France, ltaly, Jamaica, Mauritania,
Mexico, Paraguay, the Philippines,
Poland, Romania, South Africa,
Spain, Thailand, Trinidad and Toba-
go, the USA, Uruguay, Venezuela.
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Senate /'senat/ noun 1. the upper
house of the American Congress
(NOTE: The US Senate has 100
members, each state electing two
senators by popular vote. Bills may
be introduced in the Senate, with the
exception of bills relating to finance.
The Senate has the power to ratify
treaties and to confirm presidential
appointments to federal posts.) 2. the
upper chamber of the federal parlia-
ment of Canada, made up of 104 sen-
ators appointed by the ruling govern-
ment 3. the upper house of the federal
parliament of Australia, made up of 76
members, 12 from each state plus two
each from the Northern Territory and
Australian Capital Territory

senator /'sensta/ noun the member
of a senate (NOTE: written with a cap-
ital letter when used as a title: Sena-
tor Jackson)

senatorial /seno'torriol/ adjective
referring to a senate or to senators

senatorial courtesy / seno,torriol
'ka:tasi/ noun the polite way in which
members of the US Senate behave to-
wards one another during their de-
bates and discussions

Senned noun the devolved elected
representative body set up in Wales in
1999. English Welsh Assembly

separationist noun, adjective
same as separatist
separation of powers

/,separe1f(a)n av 'pavas/ noun the
system in which the power in a state is
separated between the legislative body
which passes laws, the judiciary
which enforces the law, and the exec-
utive which runs the government

COMMENT: In the USA, the three parts
of the power of the state are kept sep-
arate and independent: the President
does not sit in Congress; Congress
cannot influence the decisions of the
Supreme Court, etc. In the UK the leg-
islative and executive powers are
fused, because of our parliamentary
system of government which means
that the executive is always part of the
legislature. The government or execu-
tive is responsible to Parliament and
can be dismissed by it on a Vote of No

Confidence. There has also been a
partial fusion of powers in the UK be-
tween the legislature and judiciary be-
cause the law lords sit in the House of
Lords, but by reforms introduced in
2003—4, this will stop and a complete-
ly independent Supreme Court will be
set up. In the USA, members of gov-
ernment are not members of Con-
gress, though their appointment has
to be approved by Senate; in the UK,
members of government are usually
Members of Parliament, although
some are members of the House of
Lords.
separatism /'sep(a)ratiz(o)m/
noun the belief that a part of a country
should become separate and inde-
pendent from the rest

separatist /'sep(o)rotist/ adjective
referring to separatism o The rise of
the separatist movement in the south
of the country. m noun a person who
believes that part of the country
should become separate and inde-
pendent

sergeant /'sa:dzont/ noun a police
officer of a rank above constable.
Abbr Sgt, Sergt

sergeant at arms /'sa:dzont ot
aimz/ noun someone with the job of
keeping order in a legislative body or
court of law

Serjeant at Arms /'sa:dzont ot
a:mz/ noun an official of the House of
Commons who keeps order in the
House, makes sure that no one enters
the chamber of the House unless invit-
ed to do so, and removes members if
asked to do so by the Speaker (NOTE:
The spelling Sergeant at Arms is
used in the US House of Represent-
atives.)

serve /s3:v/ verb 1. to spend time as
a member of a committee or as Mem-
ber of Parliament o He served six
years on the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. o She has served two terms as
chairman. 2. to deal with a customer
3. to do a type of work

service /'saivis/ noun o civil serv-
ice the organisation and personnel
which administer a country under the
direction of the government
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session /'sef(a)n/ noun 1. a meet-
ing, or the time when a meeting is held
o The morning session or the after-
noon session will be held in the con-
ference room. o opening session, clos-
ing session the first part or last part of
a conference 2. the period when Par-
liament is meeting, usually about 12
months long o The government is
planning to introduce the Bill at the
next session of Parliament. o The first
session of the new Parliament opened
with the reading of the Queen’s
Speech.
COMMENT: The Parliamentary session
starts in October with the Opening of
Parliament and the Queen’s Speech.
It usually lasts until August. In the
USA, a new congressional session
starts on the 3rd of January each year.
sessional /'sefon(a)l/ adjective re-
ferring to a session

sessional Select Committee
/,sef(d@)n(a)l s1,lekt ko'miti/ noun a
Select Committee set up at the begin-
ning of each session of parliament o
the Select Committee on Defence or
the Defence Select Committee

sessions /'sef(o)nz/ plural noun a
court

set aside /;set o'sard/ verb to de-
cide not to apply a decision o The ar-
bitrator’s award was set aside on ap-
peal.

set forth /set 'fo:0/ verb to put
down in writing o The argument is set
forth in the document from the Euro-
pean Court.

set out /set 'aut/ verb 1. to put
down in writing o The claim is set out
in the enclosed document. o The fig-
ures are set out in the tables at the
back of the book. 2. to try to do some-
thing o The Government has set out to
discredit the Opposition.

settle /'set(a)l/ verb 1. to go to live
in a new area, often abroad o In the
18th century, thousands of people left
the country to settle in North America.
2. to put an end to an argument o The
decision of the arbitration board set-
tled the dispute. o The matter was set-

tled by an agreement to change the
working hours.

settlement /'set(o)lmont/ noun1. a
group of homes built in a new area o a
British settlement on the coast of India
2. an agreement which ends a dispute
between people or between countries
o The Department for Education
reached a settlement with the teach-
ers’ union.

settler /'set(o)lo/ noun a person who
goes to colonise a country o Settlers
built up colonies along the banks of
the river.

shadow /'[zdou/ adjective to fol-
low or to watch

Shadow Cabinet /[adou
'kaebinat/ noun the senior members
of the Opposition who cover the areas
of responsibility of the actual Cabinet,
and will form the Cabinet if their party
is elected to government o the shadow
Minister for the Environment o the
shadow spokesman on energy matters

shadow senator /'[adou 'senata/
noun a non-voting representative of
the District of Columbia in the US
Senate

shanty town /'[&nti tavn/ noun an
area of badly built houses around a
large city where poor people live

shareholder /'[eshoulda/ noun a
person who owns shares in a company

sheikh /fe1k/ noun a leader or prince
in an Arab country

sheikhdom /'fetkdom/ noun a state
or area ruled by a sheikh o Many of the
Gulf sheikhdoms export oil.

Sheriff /'ferif/ noun same as High
Sheriff

Sheriff Court /'[erif ko:t/ noun a
court presided over by a sheriff

sheriffdom /'ferifdom/ noun a dis-
trict in Scotland with a Sheriff Court

shire /'faro/ noun a county in the
United Kingdom, used in county
names such as Buckinghamshire and
Berkshire o the shires the rural coun-
ties in the centre of England o the Tory
Party is very strong in the shires o we



227 sit

have to make sure that we do not lose
the support of the shire voters

shire county /'[ars 'kaunti/ noun a
county that is not based on a metropol-
itan area

shortcoming /[o:t'kamig/ noun a
fault in somebody’s character or in a
plan or organisation o The government
plan has many shortcomings.

short title /,[o:t 'tart(o)l/ noun the
usual brief name by which an Act of
Parliament is known

short title clause / [o:t 'tait(o)l
klo:z/ noun a section in a Bill which
gives the short title by which the Act
will be known

show of hands /,[ou ov 'hendz/
noun an informal vote that involves
counting the hands raised by people to
show support for or rejection of a pro-
posal

shroud-waving /'[ravd ,werviy/
noun the deliberate use of distressing
events or statistics to make more of an
issue or gain political advantage
shuttle diplomacy /'fat(o)l dr
,ploumasi/ noun diplomatic negotia-
tions by an official who travels fre-
quently between the countries in-
volved

S| abbreviation statutory instrument
signatory /'signast(a)ri/ noun a per-
son who signs a contract, or a country
which signs a treaty or convention o
You have to get the permission of all
the signatories to the agreement if you
want to change the terms. o Britain is
a signatory to the Geneva Convention.
sine die / simi 'direr/ Latin phrase
meaning ‘without a day’

sine qua non/smikwa: 'non/ Lat-
in phrase meaning ‘without which
not’: condition without which some-
thing cannot work o Agreement by the
management is a sine qua non of all
employment contracts.

single ballot /'sigg(e)l 'bealot/
noun an election where only one
round of voting is held

single chamber  /smg(o)l
'tfeitmba/ noun a legislature with

only one chamber, as in New Zealand
and Nebraska. ; unicameral

Single European Act /'sipg(o)l
Juera'piron er sit 'tit/ noun a treaty
of the European Union signed in 1987
which aimed to create a free internal
market in labour, goods, and services
by 1992

Single Market /'sigg(o)l 'ma:kit/,
Single European Market noun the
European Union considered as a free
trade area, with no tariff barriers be-
tween its member states

single transferable vote
/,sipg(d)l  traens'fairob(e)l  vout/
noun a proportional voting system
where each voter votes for the candi-
dates in order of preference, and this
vote is transferred to the next prefer-
ence candidate if the first choice is not
elected. A calculation based on the to-
tal votes is made to show how many
votes, or what quota, a candidate
needs to be elected. Candidates with
more than this electoral quota of first
preference votes are automatically
elected, and their second preference
votes are passed to other candidates,
and so on until the full number of can-
didates have the required quota and so
are elected. Abbr STV (NOTE: It is
used for the European Parliament,
and in Northern Ireland for district
councils.)

sinking fund /'sigkig fand/ noun a
sum of money saved by a government
regularly from taxation and used to
pay off its debts

Sinn Féin /,[in 'fein/ noun anation-
alist Irish republican party

Sir /s3:/ noun the title given to a bar-
onet or knight (NOTE: The title is al-
ways used with the man’s Christian
name, and in a formal address, with
the surname as well: Good morning,
Sir George; May | introduce Sir
George Carey?; Sir George and
Lady Carey attended the dinner.)

sit /sit/ verb 1. to meet o No one can
enter the Council Chamber when the
committee is sitting. o The court sat
from eleven to five o’clock. 2. to be an
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MP o She sat for a London constituen-
cy for ten years. o The sitting MP was
re-elected with a comfortable majori-
ty. 3. o to sit on the bench to be a
magistrate

sit-down strike /'sit daun ,strark/
noun a form of industrial action in
which workers refuse to leave their
workplace until their demands are lis-
tened to

sit-in /'sit 1/ noun a form of protest
in which people occupy a building or
public place and refuse to leave until
their demands are listened to

sitting /'sitip/ noun a meeting of
Parliament or of a court or of a tribu-
nal
COMMENT: Parliamentary sittings start
at 2.30 p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays
and Wednesdays; at 11.30 a.m. on
Thursdays; and at 9.30 a.m. on Fri-
days. They continue until business is
completed, which is expected to be no
later that 10.30 p.m on the first three
days, and earlier on Thursday and Fri-
day. Occasionally there are all-night
sessions when very important or con-
troversial matters are debated. These
hours may seem strange, but they are
needed to allow committee and con-
stituency work to take place at other
times. Before 1997 the hours were
even later, but were changed as part
of the modernisation policies of the
Labour government.
sketch /sket[/ noun s parliamenta-
ry sketch
sketch-writer /'sket| ,rarta/ noun
a journalist who writes parliamentary
sketches
slander /'sla:ndo/ verb the crime of
using spoken words to harm someone
by saying things which are untrue
about them
slate /slert/ noun a list of candidates
for a position o the Democratic slate
in the state elections
slavocracy /slerv'pkrasi/ noun a
ruling group consisting of owners of
slaves, or rule by owners of slaves
sleaze /sli:z/ noun political activity
of a dishonest or disreputable sort,
usually involving bribery and corrup-
tion (NOTE: In the 1990s various pol-
iticians were accused of sleaze, for

example by taking free holidays and
payments from prominent business
men.)

sleeper /'slizpa/ noun a spy who
lives an ordinary life often for many
years before starting spying activities
sleeper cell /'slizpo sel/ noun a
group of trained terrorists who live or-
dinary lives while waiting for instruc-
tions to commit a terrorist act

slip law /'slip 10:/ noun US a law
published for the first time after it has
been approved, printed on a single
sheet of paper, or as a small separate
book

slogan /'slougon/ noun a short
phrase which shows the beliefs of a
party, used to attract voters o The par-
ty’s slogan is ‘More Power to the Peo-
ple’. o The party campaigned under
the slogan ‘Responsibility and Trust’.

SLP abbreviation Scottish Labour
Party

slum /slam/ noun a crowded dirty
area of a town where poor people live
o The children were brought up in the
slums of Glasgow.

slum clearance /'slam klrorans/
noun the organised demolishing of
slum areas to replace them with mod-
ern blocks of flats

smoke-filled room /smouk fild
'rutm/ noun a room where deals are
made in private (NOTE: The image is
of participants who have spent a
long time there discussing and
smoking.)

shap /snap/ adjective sudden or un-
expected o The Prime Minister called
a snap election. o The Committee will
discuss the matter fully and will not
reach a snap decision.

SNP abbreviation Scottish National
Party

SO abbreviation standing order
soapbox /'saupboks/ noun a wood-
en box used to stand on by a public
speaker

soapbox oratory /'soupboks
'prot(9)ri/ noun a form of public
speaking which is aimed at attracting
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the general public in a simple, direct
way

social /'souf(o)l/ adjective referring
to society in general o The government
dealt carefully with many of the social
problems of the day.

social assistance /'souf(o)l o
'sist(o)ns/ noun same as social se-
curity

Social Chapter /'souf(a)] ,t[apto/
noun a section of the Maastricht Trea-
ty on European Union (1993) which
commits Member States to reducing
unemployment, improving working
conditions, discussions between man-
agement and workers, and removing
discrimination

social class /,;souf(a)] 'kla:s/ noun
a group of people who have some po-
sition in society

Social Credit /'souf(a)l 'kredit/
noun a system of monetary reform,
founded in Canada

social democracy /;souf(9)l dr
'mokrasi/ noun a belief that changes
should be made to the structure of so-
ciety to produce greater equality, with
a mixed economy where there is some
state involvement in industry and wel-
fare but also a strong free market, and
in addition a political system based on
democratic freedom

social democrat /souf(a)l
'‘demokrat/ noun 1. a person who be-
lieves in social democracy 2. Social
Democrat a person who supports or
belongs to a Social Democratic Party
o The Social Democrats are in the ma-
Jjority in some areas of the country.

Social Democratic /'souf(a)l
.demoa'kreetik/ adjective referring to
a Social Democratic Party

Social Democratic and Labour
Party /'souf(o)l ,demo'kreetik on
'letba 'pa:ti/ noun a political party in
Northern Ireland, many of whose sup-
porters want to unite Northern Ireland
and the Republic of Ireland peaceful-
ly. Abbr SDLP

Social Democratic  Party
/'sauf(9)l dema'kraetik 'pa:ti/ noun

a political party which is in favour of
social democracy

social exclusion /souf(a)l 1k
'sklu:z(9)n/ noun lack of the benefits
enjoyed by most members of society,
because of factors such as poverty, so-
cial or ethnic background or disability
social housing /'sou(a)] 'havziy/
noun housing provided by organisa-
tions such as local authorities or hous-
ing associations for renting cheaply to
people who cannot afford to buy their
own homes or rent privately

social insurance /souf(d)l
'fuarans/ noun state insurance based
on compulsory contributions that
gives some income to unemployed
and retired people

socialism /'sou[aliz(o)m/ noun the
belief that in a state the means of pro-
duction, distribution and exchange
should be controlled by the people,
that the people should be cared for by
the state and that wealth should be
shared equally

Socialist /'soufalist/ adjective 1. in
favour of socialism 2. referring to or
supporting a Socialist Party m noun 1.
a person who believes in socialism 2.
a person who supports or is a member
of a Socialist Party

Socialist Party /'soufslist ,pa:ti/
noun a political party such as those in
France, Spain and Portugal, which fol-
lows socialist policies and beliefs
Socialist Workers Party
/,saufalist 'waikoz ,paiti/ noun a
British political party that opposes
capitalism

social ownership /;souf(a)l
'sunaf1p/ noun a situation where an
industry is nationalised and run by a
board appointed by the government
social security /;souf(9)l sI
'kjuariti/ noun money or help provid-
ed by the government to people who
need it o He lives on social security
payments.

social services /,sauf(a)l
's31visiz/ noun a department of a lo-
cal or national government which pro-
vides services such as health care, ad-
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vice, and money for people who need
help

social worker /'souf(o)l ,waiko/
noun a person who works in a social
services department, visiting and
looking after people who need help
society /so'saroti/ noun 1. a group
of people who live together and have
the same laws and customs o British
society has changed since the Second
World War. o All Western societies
have the same social problems. (NOTE:
not used with the) 2. an organisation
of people with the same interests or
jobs o a political society o a debating
society o the Society of Education Of-
ficers

socio-economic  /'soufrouiiko
'nomik/ adjective referring to social
and economic conditions o The socio-
economic system in capitalist coun-
tries. © socio-economic groups
groups in society divided according to
income and position

socio-political /soufrou  po
'Iitik(9)l/ adjective combining social
and political matters

Solicitor-General /s lis1to
'dzen(a)ral/ noun one of the law of-
ficers, a Member of the House of
Commons and deputy to the Attorney-
General

Solicitor-General for Scotland
/s9,lisita ,dzen(o)ral fo 'skotlond/
noun a junior law officer in Scotland

solidarity / soli'deer1ti/ noun an ex-
pression of unity between people with
common interests

source /sa:s/ noun 1. a person who
gives someone, especially a journalist,
some information o The information
had come from a usually reliable
source. 2. the origin from which
something comes o energy from re-
newable sources o You must declare
income from all sources to the Inland
Revenue. o at source referring to a
system of removing tax or other pay-
ments from someone’s income before
the income is paid o income taxed at
source o maintenance payments de-
ducted at source

South /sauv6/ noun 1. a region of a
country, e.g. the part of the USA to the
south of Washington 2. o the South
the less industrialised countries of the
world, mainly in the southern hemi-
sphere

sovereign /'sovrin/ noun atitle giv-
en to the king or queen o The sover-
eign’s head appears on coins and
stamps. m adjective having complete
freedom to govern itself

sovereign state /sovrin 'stert/
noun an independent country which
governs itself

sovereigntist /'sovrintist/ noun a
supporter of sovereignty for Quebec

sovereignty /'sovrinti/ noun the
power to govern independently o to
have sovereignty over a territory to
have power to govern a territory o Two
neighbouring states claimed sover-
eignty over the offshore islands. o the
sovereignty or supremacy of Parlia-
ment the right of Parliament to make
or undo laws

sovereignty association
/'spvrinti 9,sousi'erf(a)n/ noun a
proposed economic and political asso-
ciation between a sovereign Quebec
and the rest of Canada

soviet /'souviot/ noun 1. an elected
local, regional or national council
used to govern the USSR before the
fall of communism which began in
1989 2. o the Supreme Soviet the leg-
islative body of Tajikistan m adjective
referring to the former Soviet Union

Soviet Union /'sauviot 'jurnjon/
noun the former Union of Soviet So-
cialist Republics (USSR), now split
into the Russian Federation and vari-
ous independent states, some of which
joined the Russian Federation in the
Commonwealth of Independent States
(CIS)

Speaker /'spitka/ noun a person
who acts as chairman of a meeting of
a parliament o discussions held be-
hind the Speaker’s chair informal
discussions between representatives
of opposing political parties meeting



spoils system

on neutral ground away from the floor
of the House
COMMENT: In the House of Commons,
the Speaker is an ordinary Member of
Parliament chosen by the other mem-
bers; the speaker in the House of
Lords is the Lord Chancellor. Plans
announced in 2003—4 will lead to the
abolition of the office of Lord Chancel-
lor and a new chairman for the House
of Lords will need to be chosen. In the
US Congress, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives is an ordi-
nary congressman, elected by the oth-
er congressmen; the person presiding
over meetings of the Senate is usually
the Vice-President.
Speaker’s Chaplain /spitkoz
'tfeeplin/ noun a clergyman who
reads prayers at the beginning of each
sitting of the House of Commons
special agent / spef(o)l 'erdzont/
noun 1. a person who does secret
work for a government 2. a person
who represents someone in a particu-
lar matter
Special Branch /'spe[(s)l bra:n|/
noun the branch of the UK police
force that specialising in political se-
curity and is the executive arm of the
government intelligence agencies

special committee /'spe[(a)l ko
'miti/ noun a committee set up by
Congress to investigate something

special constable /spef(o)l
'kanstob(d)l/ noun in the United
Kingdom, someone who acts as a vol-
unteer police officer, especially when
a large police force is necessary as for
large public events

special interest group /;spef(o)l
'intrast ,gruip/ noun people who try
to influence government to support
the industry or particular concerns that
they belong to or support
specialise /'spefolaiz/, specialize
verb to concentrate on one particular
subject or area of activity

special session  /spe(a)l
'se[(d9)n/ noun US a session of Con-
gress called in an emergency by the
President to discuss an important mat-
ter when Congress is not normally in
session

special sessions /;spef(a)l
'sef(o)ns/ plural noun a court hearing
called to meet an unusual emergency
speech /spi:t [/ noun 1. speaking or
ability to talk 2. a talk given in public
o to make a speech in Parliament o
counsel’s closing speech to the jury o
The Chancellor’s Budget Speech last-
ed two hours.

speech of acceptance / spi:tf ov
ok'septons/ noun a speech made by
someone agreeing to take a job, e.g.,
after being chosen to stand as a candi-
date for Parliament. Also called ac-
ceptance speech

sphere of influence /sfio ov
'influans/ noun an area of the world
where one country plays a leading role
over other states o Some Latin Ameri-
can states fall within the USA’s sphere
of influence.

spin /spin/ noun an interpretation of
information that is intended to guide
public opinion in a particular direction
spin doctor /'spin ,dokta/ noun a
person who gives political informa-
tion to journalists expressed in a way
that is good for the party or govern-
ment by which he or she is employed
o There is nothing new in politics
about using spin doctors apart from
the name.

spinmeister /'spinmeisto/ noun
same as spin doctor

spiritual /'spiritfusl/ adjective re-
ferring to religious matters

splendid isolation /splendid
,arsa'lerf(e)n/ noun a policy where a
country refuses to join with other
countries in treaties

splinter group /'splinto gru:p/
noun a small group which breaks
away from a main political party, or
other organisation

spoils of war / spoilz ov 'woi/ plu-
ral noun the goods or valuables taken
by an army from an enemy

spoils system /'spoilz sistom/
noun in the USA, the way in which
the senior civil servants and appoint-
ments to the federal bureaucracy are
temporary appointments made by the
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newly elected President (NOTE: The
alternative system is the merit sys-
tem, by which the majority of US civil
servants are now appointed.)

spoilt ballot paper /,spoilt 'balot
.pe1pa/ noun a voting form which has
not been filled in correctly by the voter
and therefore cannot be counted

spokesman /'spouksmon/ noun a
man who speaks in public on behalf of
a group o A White House spokesman
denied the news report. o A govern-
ment spokesman in the House of Lords
revealed that discussions had been
concluded on the treaty. (NOTE: The
plural is spokesmen.)
spokesperson /'spouks,p3is(a)n/
noun a person who speaks in public
on behalf of a group

spokeswoman /'spoauks,wuman/
noun a woman who speaks in public
on behalf of a group (NOTE: The plural
is spokeswomen.)

sponsor /'sppnsa/ noun 1. a person
or group such as a trade union which
pays money towards the expenses of
an MP or candidate 2. an MP who in-
troduces a Bill in the House of Com-
mons m verb 1. to support the expens-
es of an MP or candidate o to sponsor
an MP to pay part of the election ex-
penses of an MP, and contribute to his
or her local party’s funds. For this the
MP is expected to represent the spon-
sor’s interests in Parliament. 2. to pro-
pose a Bill in the House of Commons

sponsorship /'sponsafip/ noun
the act of sponsoring o Sponsorship of
two MPs cost the company several
thousand pounds.

SpY /spai/ noun a person who watch-
es, listens or investigates secretly to
get information about another country,
or a rival organisation o Half the em-
bassy staff are spies. o The govern-
ment asked the military attaché to
leave the country, as they had evi-
dence that he was a spy. m verb 1. to
watch, listen to, or investigate another
country or rival organisation secretly
to get information 2. to see o I spy
strangers formerly, used by an MP

who wanted a debate to take place in
private

spying /'spariy/ noun the action of a
spy o She was sentenced to death for
spying for the enemy.

spymaster /'spaima:isto/ noun a
man in charge of spies

Square Mile /skwes 'mail/ noun
the City of London, the British finan-
cial centre

SSN abbreviation Social Security
Number

SSP abbreviation state second pen-
sion

Stalin /'sta:lin/, Joseph (1879-
1953) general secretary of the Soviet
Communist Party (1922-53) and ruler
of the former Soviet Union as a dicta-
tor after 1930. He removed political
opponents in a series of purges and
causing nationwide famine with his
collectivist agricultural policy. After
World War II, he extended Soviet con-
trol over most of Eastern Europe.

Stalinism /'sta:liniz(e)m/ noun a
political system based on the central-
ised authority of the Communist party
and an oppressive totalitarian state, as
in the former Soviet Union under Sta-
lin

stalking horse /sta:kigp 'hois/
noun a candidate who stands election
only to conceal the potential candida-
cy of someone else, to divide the op-
position, or to determine how strong
the opposition is

stand /stend/ noun 1. a determined
position on some issue o The govern-
ment’s stand against racial prejudice.
o The police chief criticised the coun-
cil’s stand on law and order. 2. the po-
sition of a member of Congress on a
question, either for or against m verb
1. to offer yourself as a candidate in an
election o He stood as a Liberal-Dem-
ocrat candidate in the General Elec-
tion. o He is standing against the
present deputy leader in the leader-
ship contest. o She was persuaded to
stand for parliament. o He has stood
for office several times, but has never
been elected. (NOTE: The US term is



state-controlled

run.) 2. to exist or to be in a state o
The House stands adjourned. o The
report stood referred to the Finance
Committee.

standard of living /stendad ov
'Irvin/ noun the quality of personal
home life, measured by things such as
the amount of food or clothes bought,
or size of the family car

standard rate /'stendod reit/
noun the basic rate of income tax
which is paid by most taxpayers or ba-
sic rate of Value Added Tax which is
paid on most goods and services

standards officer /'stendedz
,0f1sa/ noun trading standards of-
ficer

stand down / stend 'daun/ verb to
say you no longer wish to be consid-
ered as a candidate in an election o
The wife of one of the candidates is ill
and he has stood down.

Sténderat /'stendora:t/ noun the
States Council, the upper house of the
legislature in Switzerland

stand in for /,staend 'in fo:/ verb to
take the place of someone o Mr Smith
is standing in for the chairman who is
away on holiday.

standing /'stzndiy/ adjective per-
manent m noun reputation o the finan-
cial standing of a company « stand-
ing committee 1. permanent com-
mittee which always examines the
same problem 2. committee of Mem-
bers of Parliament which examines in
detail Bills which are not passed to
other committees » » (all senses) ad
hoc

standing orders / stendm 'o:doz/
plural noun the rules governing the
way in which a meeting or a debate in
Parliament or a local council is run

standing vote /'stendip vout/
noun US a vote in the House of Rep-
resentatives, where members stand up
to be counted

standstill agreement /'stendstil
9,gritmant/ noun an agreement that
things should remain as they are, e.g.
one between a creditor country and a

debtor country that needs extra time to
repay its debt

Star Chamber /'sta: ,tfermbo/
noun1. aroyal court which in the past
tried cases without a jury 2. a cabinet
committee which examines the spend-
ing proposals of government depart-
ments

Star-spangled Banner /sta:
spaengld 'bena/ noun a national an-
them of the USA. Compare Hail to
the Chief

START abbreviation Strategic Arms
Reduction Talks

state /stert/ noun 1. an independent
country 2. the political system of a
country represented by its government
(NOTE: The state is the permanent
embodiment of the political system.
The members of the government
hold the power of the state during
their term in office.) o offence against
the State an act of attacking the law-
ful government of a country 3. a semi-
independent section of a federal coun-
try such as the USA 4. a condition o
The Prime Minister is due to make a
speech on the state of the economy. o
In his state of the EU address, the
President said that only by working
together could the countries of the un-
ion tackle the problem of unemploy-
ment. m verb to say clearly o The doc-
ument states that all revenue has to be
declared to the tax office.

state capital /stert 'kepit(o)l/
noun the main town in a state or prov-
ince. Also called provincial capital
state capitalism /,stert
'keeprt(o)liz(o)m/ noun an economic
system in which the state has control
of capital and the means of production
State Capitol /stert 'kapit(a)l/
noun the building in the main city of a
state, where the state legislature meets
State Chamber /stert 'tfermbo/
noun the lower house of the legisla-
ture in Slovenia

state-controlled  /'steit  kon

.trould/ adjective run by the state o
state-controlled television



State Council

State Council /stert 'kavns(a)l/
noun the upper house of the legisla-
ture in Slovenia

State Department /'stert dr
,paitmoant/ noun the US government
department dealing with relations be-
tween the USA and other countries
See note at foreign

State Duma / stert 'durmo/ noun
the lower house of the legislature in
Russia

State enterprise /,stert
‘entopraiz/ noun a company run by
the state o The bosses of State indus-
tries are appointed by the government.

statehood /'steithud/ noun the sta-
tus of a state in a federal union, espe-
cially the United States o The states
are listed in date of statehood.

statehouse /'steithavs/ noun a
building in a US state capital in which
its state legislature meets

stateless  person /stertlos
'p3:s(e)n/ noun a person who is not a
citizen of any state

state line /;stert 'lain/ noun the of-
ficial boundary between two US states

statement /'steitmont/ noun 1.
saying something clearly o to make a
statement to the House (of a Mem-
ber of Parliament) to tell the House of
Commons that you have done some-
thing wrong or to explain your actions
to the House 2. a written document
containing information

state of emergency /steit ov 1
'm3:dzonsi/ noun a dangerous or dif-
ficult situation such as a natural disas-
ter, a war or a revolution, during which
the government has to take special
measures to control the country o the
government declared a state of
emergency the government decided
that the situation was so dangerous
that they had to take special measures
to control the country

State of the Union message
/stert ov 09 ,juinjon 'mesidz/ noun
an annual speech by the President of
the USA which sums up the political
situation in the country

State Opening of Parliament
/,stert  oup(e)nig ov 'pailomont/
noun the ceremony when the Queen
opens a new session of Parliament and
reads the Queen’s Speech which has
been written for her by the govern-
ment

State-owned / steit 'ound/ adjec-
tive owned by the State

state school /'stert sku:l/ noun a
school paid for with public money
state second pension /stert
,sekond 'penfon/ noun an additional
pension paid by the government to
supplement the basic state pension,
based on an employee’s earnings and
National Insurance contributions
state secret / stert 'sizkrot/ nouna
piece of information that is supposed
to be known only to authorised people
States-General /,steits
'dzen(a)ral/ noun the legislative body
in the Netherlands, equivalent to Par-
liament or Congress

statesman /'steitsmon/ noun an
important and respected political lead-
er or representative of a country o Sev-
eral statesmen from Western countries
are meeting to discuss defence prob-
lems. (NOTE: The plural is states-
men.)

statesmanlike  /'stertsmonlark/
adjective wise and skilful, like a good
political leader

statesmanship /'stertsmonfip/
noun the ability of being a good polit-
ical leader

state socialism / stert
'soufaliz(e)m/ noun a system in
which the state controls the major in-
dustries and banks and plans econom-
ic and social welfare for the benefit of
all citizens

States of the Union / steits ov 8o
'juinjon/ plural noun the states joined
together to form the United States of
America

statesperson /'stertsp3is(a)n/
noun a senior politician who plays an
important role in government or inter-
national affairs and is widely respect-
ed for integrity
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states’ rights / steits 'raits/ plural
noun the powers and rights not grant-
ed by the US Constitution to the feder-
al government and not forbidden to
the states by the Constitution

state trooper /;steit 'trurps/ noun
a member of the highway patrol police
of a US state

state visit /;stert 'vizit/ nouna cer-
emonial visit paid by a head of state to
another country

statism /'stertiz(o)m/ noun the the-
ory that economic and political power
should be controlled by a central gov-
ernment

statistics /sto'tistiks/ plural noun
information shown in the form of
numbers o She asked for the birth sta-
tistics for 1992. o Council statistics
show that the amount of rented prop-
erty in the borough has increased. o
Government trade statistics show that
exports to the EU have fallen over the
last six months.

status /'stertos/ noun 1. importance
or position in society 2. the legal posi-
tion of a country, a person or a group

statute /'stet[u:t/ noun an estab-
lished written law, especially an Act
of Parliament

statute-barred /statfuit 'ba:d/
adjective a court case which cannot be
brought because it is too long since the
event in dispute occurred under the
Statute of Limitations

statute book /'stet [u:t buk/ noun
all laws passed by Parliament which
are still in force o The Act is still on the
statute book, and has never been re-
pealed.

statutes at large /stetjuits ot
'la:d3/ plural noun US a printed list of
acts passed in each session of Con-
gress

statutorily /'stat[ut(o)rili/ adverb
by act of parliament o a statutorily
protected tenant a tenant protected
by law

statutory /'stetfut(o)ri/ adjective
fixed by act of parliament o There is a
statutory period of probation of thir-

teen weeks. o The authority has a stat-
utory obligation to provide free edu-
cation to all children. o Powers con-
ferred on an authority by the statutory
code.

statutory books /stetfut(o)ri
'‘buks/ plural noun the official regis-
ters which a company must keep, e.g.
the register of shareholders and the
minute books of board meetings

statutory declaration
/stetfut(o)ri ,dekls'rerf(a)n/ noun
1. a statement made to the Registrar of
Companies that a company has com-
plied with specific legal conditions 2.
a declaration signed and witnessed for
official purposes

statutory duty /stetfut(o)ri
'djurti/ noun a duty which someone
must perform and which is laid down
by act of parliament

statutory holiday /stetfut(o)ri
'holider/ noun a holiday which is
fixed by act of parliament

statutory instrument
/,stetfut(e)ri 'mstrumont/ noun an
order which has the force of law, made
by a minister under powers granted by
an Act of Parliament. Abbr Sl

statutory undertakers
/,stetfut(o)ri ,anda'tetkaz/ plural
noun bodies formed by act of parlia-
ment and having legal duties to pro-
vide services such as gas, electricity,
water

stealth tax /'stel® teeks/ noun a new
tax or tax increase that is introduced in
a way that allows it to be relatively un-
noticed by the public, or an additional
charge that is effectively, though not
officially, a tax

steering committee /'stroriy ko
,mi1ti/ noun a committee which works
out the agenda for discussion by a
main committee or conference, and so
can influence the way the main com-
mittee or conference works

stenographer /sto'nogrofo/ noun
an official person who can write in
shorthand and so take records of what
is said in Parliament or in court
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step down / step 'daun/ verb to re-
sign o He stepped down as Chair of
the Finance Committee.

step up /;step 'ap/ verb to increase
o The government has stepped up its
grants to small businesses. (NOTE:
stepping — stepped)
Stewardship of the Chiltern
Hundreds /stjuradfip ov 09
tftlton 'handradz/ noun a nominal
government position, which disquali-
fies a person from being a Member of
Parliament (NOTE: If an MP wishes to
resign, he or she is said to 'take the
Chiltern Hundreds’ in order to do so)

stipulate /'stipjulert/ verb to state
firmly that something particular must
be done o The government stipulated
that the applicants should take a
means test.

Stormont /'sto:mont/ noun a large
house in Belfast, where the Northern
Ireland Assembly and executive meets
Storting /'sto:tm/ noun the legisla-
tive body in Norway

straight majority /streit mo
'd3oriti/ noun more than half the
votes. Also called overall majority

straight ticket /'strert ,tikit/ noun
a vote for all the candidates put for-
ward by a political party
stranger /'streind3o/ noun a visitor
to Parliament who is allowed into the
public gallery or the press gallery to
watch the debates. » private sitting
COMMENT: Formerly, an MP who want-
ed a debate to take place in private
could call out ‘I Spy Strangers’. Since
1998 the procedure has been re-
placed by one based on the motion
‘that the House sit in private’.
strangers’ gallery /'streindzoz
.geelori/ noun a gallery from which
members of the public may observe
the business of a legislature, especial-
ly in the British House of Commons
strategic /stro'ti:dzik/ adjective
based on a long-term plan of action
strategic planning /stro ti:dzik
'pleenig/ noun planning for the future
long-term work of a government or
other organisation

strategy /'stratodsi/ noun a long-
term plan of action o The Opposition’s
electoral strategy was to attack the
government’s record on unemploy-
ment.

straw poll /,stro: 'paul/ noun an un-
official vote or expression of opinion
used to discover the likely result of an
election or the trend of opinion regard-
ing an issue o A straw poll among
members of staff shows the govern-
ment is in the lead.

strike /straik/ noun 1. a refusal by
workers to work, as a protest 2. o to
come out on strike, to go on strike to
stop working, as a protest o the local
government workers are on strike for
higher pay o to take strike action to
stop working, as a protest o strike bal-
lot, strike vote a vote by employees to
decide if a strike should be held o
strike call a demand by a union for a
strike m verb 1. to stop working, as a
protest o to strike for higher wages or
for shorter working hours o to strike
in protest against bad working condi-
tions 2. to remove a word from a text
or a name from a list o to strike from
the record to remove words from the
written minutes of a meeting because
they are incorrect or offensive o the
chairman’s remarks were struck from
the record o to strike out the last
word US a way of getting permission
of the chair to speak on a question, by
moving that the last word of the
amendment or section being discussed
should be deleted

strongman /'stropmen/ noun a
powerful leader who rules by force
STUC abbreviation Scottish Trades
Union Congress

stuff /staf/ verb to put invalid ballot
papers into a ballot box to affect the
result of an election

stump /stamp/ verb to campaign for
election to a public office

STV abbreviation single transferable
vote

sub- /sab/ prefix meaning less im-
portant
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sub-clause / ;sab 'klo:z/ noun part
of a section in a Bill being considered
by Parliament

subcommittee /'sabkomiti/ noun
a committee which is formed to advise
a larger committee o The Schools Sub-
committee makes recommendations to
the Education Committee.

subject /'sabdzikt/ noun 1. what
something is concerned with o The
subject of the report was poverty in the
inner cities. 2. a person who is a citi-
zen of a country, especially one with a
king or queen o She is a British sub-
Jject. o British subjects do not need vi-
sas to visit European Union countries.
m adjective o subject peoples races
ruled by another power

subject to /sab'dzekt tu:/ adjective
1. depending on o the contract is sub-
ject to government approval the
contract will be valid only if it is ap-
proved by the government o subject
to contract not legal until a contract
has been signed o The sale is agreed,
subject to contract. 2. under m verb to
make someone suffer something o He
was subjected to torture. o The MP
subjected the committee to a boring
list of figures.

sub judice /sab 'dzu:idisi/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘under the law’: be-
ing considered by a court, and so not
to be mentioned in the media or in Par-
liament o The papers cannot report
the case because it is still sub judice.

submit /sab'mit/ verb to ask for
something to be considered by a com-
mittee or meeting o She submitted six
planning applications to the commit-
tee.

subpoena /sa'piina/ noun a court
order telling someone to appear before
a Parliamentary Committee or a court
of law m verb to order someone to ap-
pear before a parliamentary commit-
tee or a court of law o She was subpoe-
naed to appear before the Commons
committee on Defence.

subscribe /sob'skraib/ ¢ to sub-
scribe to something 1. to sign

something, showing that you agree to
it 2. to support a policy or proposal

sub-section /'sab ,sekfon/ noun a
part of a section of a document such as
an Act of Parliament o You will find
the information in sub-section 3 of
Section 47.

subsidiarity /sob,sidi'zriti/ noun
(in the EU) the principle that decisions
should be taken at the lowest possible
effective level

subsidiary motion /sob,sidiori
'mouf(9)n/ noun a motion which is
related to another motion, e.g. a mo-
tion to adjourn discussion of the other
motion

subsidise /'sabsidaiz/, subsidize
verb to give money to an organisation
to help it continue to work o The youth
theatre is subsidised by the council. o
The government has refused to subsi-
dise the construction work.

subsidy /'sabsidi/ noun money giv-
en by a government to an organisation
to help it continue to work o The club
relies on council subsidies for its fi-
nance.

substantive /'sabstontrv/ adjec-
tive real or actual

substantive motion /sob, stantrv
'mou(9)n/ noun the main motion un-
der discussion rather than a subsidiary
one

substitute /'sabstitju:t/ noun 1. a
person or thing which takes the place
of someone or something else o The
Mayor was ill so she sent the Deputy
Mayor as substitute. 2. US a motion
introduced in place of the business be-
ing discussed, which has the effect of
killing the original motion m verb to
put in the place of something else o He
proposed to amend the motion by de-
leting the words ‘the Council’ in line
three and substituting ‘the Council
Officers’. o Please substitute ‘school’
for ‘college’ on page 4.

suburb /'sab3ib/ noun an area on
the edge of a city or town, which is
mainly used for houses and not shops
or offices o a residential suburb
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subversion /sob'vs:f(a)n/ nounse-
cret acts intended to bring down a gov-
ernment or political system o The gov-
ernment stated that the power of the
State was being undermined by enemy
subversion.

subversive /sob'vaisiv/ adjective
acting secretly to bring down a gov-
ernment or political system o The po-
lice are investigating subversive
groups in the student organisations. m
noun a person who acts secretly to
bring down a government or political
system o The police have arrested sev-
eral known subversives.
subvert/sob'va:t/ verbto act secret-
ly to bring down a government or po-
litical system o She was accused of
trying to subvert the State.

succeed /sok'si:d/ verb to follow,
especially to take the place of some-
one who has retired or died o George
V succeeded his father Edward VII. o
Mrs Jones is expected to succeed Mr
Smith as Chair. o to succeed to a title
to become a peer by inheriting the title
from someone who has died
succession /sok'se[(a)n/ noun ac-
quiring property or title from someone
who has died

succession state /sok'sef(o)n
stert/ noun a nation that was formerly
part of another larger nation
successor /saok'sesa/ noun a per-
son who takes over from someone o
Mr Smith’s successor as chairman
will be Mr Jones.

suffrage /'safrids/ noun the right to
vote in elections

suffragette /safro'dzet/ noun a
woman who campaigned for women
to be given the right to vote in the ear-
ly part of the 20th century
suffragist /'safrodszist/ noun a sup-
porter of the right to vote being given
to a particular group such as women or
all people above a particular age
suggest /so'dzest/ verb to put for-
ward a proposal o The chairman sug-
gested (that) the next meeting should
be held in October. o We suggested Mr
Smith for the post of treasurer.

suggestion /so'dzestfon/ noun a
proposal or idea which is put forward
o The Committee voted to accept the
suggestion from the Secretary that
meetings should start at 2.30 in future.
sultan /'salton/ noun an hereditary
ruler of an Arab country

Sultanate /'saltonert/ nounan Arab
country ruled by a sultan

summit /'samit/ noun 1. the top of a
mountain 2. also summit confer-
ence a meeting between heads of
state, especially the heads of powerful
states o The summit conference or
summit meeting was held in Geneva. o
The matter will be discussed at next
week’s summit of the EU leaders.
summiteer /,sami'tio/ noun some-
one taking part in a summit confer-
ence

summitry /'samitri/ noun diploma-
cy as carried on in summit meetings
superintendent /,surparin
'tendont/ noun in the United King-
dom and Canada, a police officer of a
rank above inspector, and in the Unit-
ed States a police officer of high rank,
especially the head of a police depart-
ment

superpower /'suipspavs/ noun a
very large state, with great economic
strength, large armed forces and great
influence in world politics
superpower diplomacy
/'suipapauvs dr'ploumasi/ noun dis-
cussions between the leaders of very
powerful countries

superstate /'su:pastert/ noun a
very large powerful country, especial-
ly one created by the union or federa-
tion of a number of nations or states
supplemental /sapli'mental/ ad-
jective additional to something
supplementary questions
/,sapliment(a)ri 'kwest[(a)ns/ plu-
ral noun questions asked by an MP or
councillor after a main written ques-
tion has been answered, used to try to
catch a Minister or council committee
chairman by surprise or to embarrass
him or her. Also called supplemen-
taries
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suspension

supply /so'plar/ noun 1. the amount
of something which is available to be
used 2. the stock of something which
is needed o The factory is running
short of supplies of coal. o Supplies of
coal have been reduced. 3. the act of
providing something

Supply Bill /so'plar bil/ noun a par-
liamentary Bill voting tax to provide
money for government use

Supply Days /sa'plar ,deiz/ plural
noun days allocated in each session of
Parliament for discussion of tax and
other financial matters. Also called al-
lotted days

support /sa'poit/ noun agreement
or encouragement o The chairman has
the support of the committee. m verb 1.
to give money to help o The govern-
ment is supporting the computer in-
dustry to the tune of $2m per annum. o
We hope the banks will support us dur-
ing the expansion period. 2. to encour-
age or to agree with o She hopes the
other members of the committee will
support her. o The electorate will not
support another increase in income
tax.

supporter /sa'pa:ita/ noun a person
who agrees with and encourages
someone o Socialist supporters or
supporters of the Socialist party were
very pleased with the result.

support price /so'po:t prars/ noun
in the European Union, the price at
which a government will buy farm
produce to stop the price from falling

suppress /sa'pres/ verb to use vio-
lent means to stop opposition to a gov-
ernment or the publication of views
which support opposition to a govern-
ment o The peasants’ revolt was sup-
pressed by the army.

supranational /,su:pro'naf(a)nal/
adjective referring to an organisation
which has power over national gov-
ernments

supremacy /su'premasi/ noun be-
ing in an all-powerful position o the
supremacy of Parliament the situa-
tion of the British Parliament which
can both pass and repeal laws

supreme /su'pri:m/ adjective most
powerful or important

Supreme Council /su'priim
'kauns(a)l/ noun the legislature in the
Ukraine

Supreme Court /su,prim 'ko:t/
Supreme Court (of Judicature) the
highest court in England and Wales,
consisting of the Court of Appeal and
the High Court of Justice m noun the
highest federal court in the USA and
other countries

Supreme Kenges noun the legis-
lative body in Kazakhstan

Supreme People’s Assembly
/su,prizm ,piipalz o'sembli/ noun the
legislature in North Korea

Supreme Soviet  /su'priim
'souviat/ noun the legislative body of
Tajikistan

surgeon general /s3:d3on
'‘dzen(o)ral/ noun the chief public
health officer of the United States, or
the chief public health officer of some
individual states (NOTE: The Surgeon
General is roughly the equivalent of
the UK Chief Medical Officer.)
surrender /so'rendo/ verb 1. to give
in to an enemy o The town surren-
dered to the guerrilla forces. 2. to
hand over something to someone o He
surrendered his seal of office.
survive /so'varv/ verb 1. to live
longer than another person o He sur-
vived his wife. o She is survived by her
husband and three children. 2. to con-
tinue to exist after something has hap-
pened o The club will not survive all
these changes. o The government sur-
vived the vote of no confidence.
suspension /sa'spenfon/ noun 1.
the act of stopping something for a
time o suspension of a sitting 2. a pun-
ishment by which someone has to
leave a place for a time o the suspen-
sion of an MP for unparliamentary
behaviour (NOTE: When an MP is
‘named’ by the Speaker for doing
something against the rules of the
House, the House will vote to sus-
pend him. Suspension is normally for
five days, though it may be for longer
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if the MP is suspended twice in the
same session of Parliament.)

Sussex Drive /sasiks ‘drarv/
noun the address of the official resi-
dence of the Prime Minister of Canada

suzerain /'su:zoran/ noun a ruler or
nation that controls a dependent na-
tion’s international affairs but allows it
to control its internal affairs

swear /swea/ verb to promise that
what you will say will be the truth o
She swore to tell the truth. o ‘I swear
to tell the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth’ the words
used when a witness takes the oath in
court

swear in /,;swes 'in/ verb to make
someone formally promise specific
things before taking up a position o He
was sworn in as a Privy Councillor.

swearing-in /,;sweory 'in/ noun an
act of making someone formally
promise specific things before taking
up a position o Five hundred guests at-
tended the swearing-in of the Presi-
dent.

swing /swip/ noun a percentage
change in votes from one election to
another o A 10% swing away from the
government or to the Opposition. o He
needs a 5% swing to recapture the
seat which he lost at the last election.

swinging voter /'swipip 'vouta/
noun ANZ same as floating voter
swing voter /swiy 'vouta/ noun US
a person who does not vote for the
same political party on all occasions,
or whose voting behaviour is unpre-
dictable

SWP abbreviation Socialist Workers
Party

sympathiser /'simpobarzo/ noun a
person who agrees in general with the
policies of a political party, without
being a party member o The govern-
ment is formed of communists and
communist sympathisers.

syndic /'sindik/ noun in some Euro-
pean countries, a government official,
especially a civil magistrate
syndicalism /'sindikoaliz(a)m/
noun a type of socialism, where prop-
erty and control of industry is in the
hands of the trade unions in each in-
dustry

syndicate /'sindikot/ noun in some
European countries, the office of a
government official, especially a civil
magistrate

system /'sistom/ noun 1. the ar-
rangement or organisation of things
which work together o The British le-
gal system has been taken as the
standard for many other legal systems.
2. a particular way of doing things
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table /'tetb(a)l/ noun 1. a piece of
furniture for sitting at 2. the long table
in the centre of the House of Com-
mons between the two front benches.
The Serjeant at Arms places the mace
on the table when the business of the
House begins. The two despatch box-
es which the main speakers from ei-
ther party talk across are also on the
table. 3. o to let a bill lie on the table
US not to proceed with discussion of a
bill, but to hold it over to be debated
later 4. a list of numbers or facts set
outin a list m verb to put written infor-
mation on the table before or during a
meeting, making them available to
everyone at the meeting o The report
of the finance committee was tabled. ¢
to lay a bill on the table US 1. to
present a bill to the House of Com-
mons for discussion 2. to kill debate
on a bill in the House of Representa-
tives

tactical /'tektik(o)l/ adjective done
as part of a short-term plan to try to
achieve success

tactical voting  /taktik(o)l
'voutig/ noun a way of voting, which
aims not at voting for the candidate
you want to win, but at voting in such
a way as to prevent the candidate
whom you do not want to win from
being elected (NOTE: In a case where
the three candidates A, B and C,
have 47%, 33% and 20% of the vote
according to an opinion poll, C’s sup-
porters might all vote for B, to pre-
vent A winning.)

take out / teik 'aut/ verb to remove
take over /teik 'ouva/ verb 1. to
take control of something such as a
factory or organisation o During the
uprising, the rebels took over the Post

Office and radio station. o The party
has been taken over by an activist
group. 2. to start to do a job in place of
someone else o The new leader of the
party takes over on May 1st. o Ambas-
sador Brown took over from Ambassa-
dor Green last April. 3. to replace
something

Taliban /'taliben/ plural noun a
strict Islamic group that ruled Afghan-
istan from 1996 until 2001

talk /to:k/ plural noun formal discus-
sions between two or more groups to
bring about agreement on an issue

talking shop /'torki fop/ noun a
place where people talk, but not much
action takes place o The Council
Chamber is just a talking shop.

talk out /to:k 'aut/ verb to go on
talking in a debate, so that the time
runs out before the vote can be taken o
The bill was talked out and so fell.

Tammany Hall /temoeni 'ho:l/
noun the very powerful Democratic
Party Committee in New York

Tammany Hall politics /,temoni
,ho:l 'politiks/ noun the use of brib-
ery and violence to achieve political
control especially in a big city, so-
called after the Tammany Hall Society
in late 19th century and early 20th
century in New York

Tanaiste noun the Deputy Prime
Minister in the Republic of Ireland

Taoiseach /'ti:[ok/ noun the Prime
Minister of the Republic of Ireland

target /'ta:git/ verb to aim an attack
or criticism at somebody or something
o The terrorists targeted military and
political figures. o The advertising
campaign is targeting floating voters.
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tariff /'taerif/ noun a tax on goods
brought into or taken out of a country

task force /'taisk fors/ noun 1. a
group organised for a special purpose
o a government task force on inner-
city problems 2. in the European Un-
ion, a group which organises work af-
fecting more than one Directorate-
General

tax /teks/ noun 1. money taken by
the government or by an official body
to pay for government services o ex-
cess profits tax a tax on profits which
are higher than what is thought to be
normal 2. o basic rate tax the lowest
rate of income tax o to levy a tax, to
impose a tax to make a tax payable o
the government has imposed a 15%
tax on petrol o to lift a tax to remove
a tax o tax allowances, allowances
against tax part of one’s income
which a person is allowed to earn and
not pay tax on m verb to make some-
one pay a tax or to put a tax on some-
thing o to tax businesses at 50% o in-
come is taxed at 27% o These items
are heavily taxed. « tax deductions
US 1. money removed from a salary to
pay tax 2. business expenses which
can be claimed against tax ¢ tax ex-
emption US 1. being free from pay-
ment of tax 2. the part of income
which a person is allowed to earn and
not pay tax on

taxable /'taksob(o)l/ adjective pos-
sible to tax o taxable items items on
which a tax has to be paid o taxable
income income on which a person has
to pay tax

taxation /tak'se1f(o)n/ noun the act
of taxing

tax avoidance /'taks o,vord(o)ns/

noun trying legally to reduce the
amount of tax to be paid

tax code /'taxks koud/ noun a

number given to someone to show the
amount of income tax he or she must

pay
tax concession /'teks kon
,sef(a)n/ noun allowing less tax to be
paid

tax-deductible /,teeks dr
'daktib(o)l/ adjective money deduct-
ed from the amount of income tax
someone has to pay for some reason
tax deductions /taxks di
,dakfonz/ US money removed from a
salary to pay tax

tax-exempt /taks 1g'zempt/ ad-
jective not subject to tax

tax-free /txks 'friz/ adjective on
which tax does not have to be paid
taxing officer /teksiy 'ofiso/
noun a person appointed by the House
of Commons to assess the charges
made by a Parliamentary agent

tax inspector /'tzks In,spekta/
noun an official whose job is to assess
the amount of tax that should be paid
by a person or organisation and make
sure the tax is paid. Also called in-
spector of taxes

taxpayer /'tzekspera/ noun a person
or company which has to pay tax o ba-
sic taxpayer or taxpayer at the basic
rate o corporate taxpayers

tax point /'tzks pomt/ noun 1. the
time when goods are supplied and
when a tax such as Value Added Tax
may be charged 2. the time at which a
tax begins to be applied

tax return /'taxks r1,t3m/ noun a
completed tax form, with details of in-
come and allowances. Also called tax
declaration

tax schedules /'txks [edju:lz/
plural noun the six types of income as
classified in the Finance Acts for Brit-
ish tax

tax year /'teks ,j1o/ noun the twelve
month period on which taxes are cal-
culated. In the UK this is 6th April to
5th April of the following year.

TD abbreviation Teachta Dala
Teachta Dala / tiexts 'dalo/ noun
a member of the Irish Dail
technical /'teknik(a)l/ adjective re-
ferring to a small point of procedure or
of law o The motion was rejected on a
technical point.

technicality / tekni'keliti/ noun a
small detail in the law, especially one
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which seems unfair o The Appeal
Court rejected the appeal on a techni-
cality.

technocrat /'teknokreet/ noun an
expert in engineering or science who
has political or industrial power

teller /'telo/ noun 1. a member who
counts the votes in the House of Com-
mons or House of Representatives 2. a
worker in a bank
COMMENT: When a division is called in
the House of Commons, the Speaker
appoints four MPs as tellers, two for
the motion and two against. They do
not vote, but check the other MPs as
they pass through the division lobbies.

tem /tem/» pro tempore
temporal /'temp(a)ral/ » Lords

tendency /'tendonsi/ noun a group
within a political party which tries to
push the party in a particular direction
politically but which still remains fun-
damentally loyal to the party (NOTE: A
faction may try to break away from a
political party, while a tendency will
avoid pushing its opposition to oth-
ers in the party too far.)

tender /'tends/ noun a document of-
fering to do work or supply goods at a
certain specified cost m verb to make
an offer in the form of a tender

tenderer /'tendoro/ noun a person
or company which tenders for work o
The company was the successful ten-
derer for the project.

10 Downing Street / ten 'dauniy
,stritt/ noun the house of the Prime
Minister, where the Cabinet meets and
which is the centre of the executive
branch of the British government

Ten Minute Rule /ten 'minit ru:l/
noun a standing order in the House of
Commons, where an ordinary MP can
introduce a Bill with a short speech o
The Bill was proposed under the Ten
Minute Rule.

tense /tens/ adjective a potentially
dangerous situation o The situation in
the area is still tense. o As the situa-
tion became more tense, the Defence
Department sent troops to nearby bas-
es.

tension /'tenfon/ noun a period
when relations between states are dif-
ficult and they may take action against
each other o The Security Council res-
olution is aimed at reducing tension in
the area. o The attack on the ship in-
creased tension in the area. o The de-
bate in council showed the tension be-
tween the two factions.

term /t3im/ noun 1. a period of time
o the term of a lease o to have a loan
for a term of fifteen years o during her
term of office as manager o The term
of the loan is fifteen years. o medium-
term for a period of one or two years
2. the length of a Parliament before
new elections are called o The autumn
or winter term starts in September. 3.
part of a university or college or
school year

term limits /ts:m 'limits/ noun in
the USA, a restriction on the number
of times an elected official can hold
office (NOTE: The US President is re-
stricted to two terms, but efforts to
impose term limits on other federal
politicians have failed.)

territorial /terr'tomriol/ adjective
referring to land o territorial claims
claims to own land which is part of an-
other country o territorial waters sea
water near the coast of a country,
which is part of the country and gov-
erned by the laws of that country o
outside territorial waters in interna-
tional waters, where a single country’s
jurisdiction does not run

territorialise / terr'torislarz/ verb
to increase the size of a country by
adding a territory or territories to it

territorialism /terr'torriolizm/
noun a social system in which land-
owners have most control

territorial waters /terrtorriol
'wortaz/ plural noun the area of sea
around a country’s coast that is under
the control of that country

territory /'terit(o)ri/ noun an area of
land ruled by a government o Their
government has laid claim to part of
our territory.
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terror /'tera/ < Reign of Terror 1. a
period of repression and violence,
when people live in a continual state
of fear 2. the period during the French
Revolution when the Jacobins under
Robespierre were all-powerful (1793—
94)

terrorism /'teroriz(o)m/ noun the
use of acts of public violence to
achieve political change

terrorist /'terorist/ adjective, noun
trying to achieve political change by
acts of public violence o The govern-
ment has had to face a series of terror-
ist attacks on post offices and police
stations. o Three terrorists seized the
Minister and held him hostage.

test ban /'test baen/ noun an agree-
ment between countries to stop testing
some or all nuclear weapons

test roll /'test roul/ noun a book in
which each MP signs his or her name
after taking the oath at the beginning
of a new Parliament

textbook /'tekstbuk/ noun a book
which is used for studying

thalassocracy / 0la'spkrasi/
noun naval or commercial supremacy
over a large area of sea

Thatcher /'0xt [o/, Margaret, Bar-
oness Thatcher of Kesteven (b.
1925) the first woman prime minister
of Great Britain (1979-90)
Thatcherism /"0t [or1z(o)m/ noun
the political policies and style of gov-
ernment of Margaret Thatcher, includ-
ing privatisation, monetarism and lack
of support for trade unions

there- /ded/ prefix that thing (NOTE:
The following words formed from
there- are frequently used in govern-
ment and legal documents.)
thereafter /deor'a:fto/ adverb after
that

therefor /dea'fo:/ adverb for that
therefore /'0eofo:/ adverb as a re-
sult of that

therefrom /dea'fram/ adverb from
that

therein /dear'in/ adverb in that

thereinafter /,0eorin'a:fto/ adverb
afterwards mentioned in that docu-
ment

thereinbefore /0eormbi'fo:/ ad-
verb before mentioned in that docu-
ment

thereinunder /,0earin'ando/ ad-
verb mentioned under that heading

thereof /dear'vv/ adverb of that
thereto /dea'tu:/ adverb to that

theretofore /,destu'fo:/ adverb be-
fore that time

therewith /0eo'w1d/ adverb with
that

think tank /'6igk tapk/ noun a
group of experts, academics and poli-
ticians who discuss important politi-
cal, economic and social problems
and suggest how they should be
solved. Their suggestions are some-
times adopted by government, which
may set up similar groups of its own.
o Professor Smith is a member of the
government’s economic think tank.

third estate /,03:d 1'stert/ noun the
common people

third force /03:d 'fois/ noun a
group that acts to bring two opposing
political groups or parties together
third party /,63:d 'pa:ti/ noun 1.
any person other than the two main
parties involved in a contract or some
business 2. (in a two-party system)
another political party, beside the
main two
COMMENT: In UK the third party is the
Liberal Democratic Party, although in
Scotland this role is sometimes chal-
lenged by the Scottish National Party.
In the USA any small party apart from
the Republican or Democratic Parties
is called a third party.
Third Reading /,03:d 'ri:dig/ noun
the final discussion and vote on a Bill
in Parliament

Third Reich /,63:d 'rarx/ noun the
Nazi regime in Germany between
1933 and 1945

Third Republic /03:d r1'pablik/
noun the French system of govern-
ment set up after Napoleon III’s reign,
lasting until 1940
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Third Way /,03:d 'wel/ nouna polit-
ical policy that is neither Socialist nor
Conservative, but combines aspects of
free-market capitalism with egalitari-
an social aims

Third World /,63:d 'ws:ld/ noun a
way of referring to developing coun-
tries in Africa, Asia and Latin Ameri-
ca. » Fourth World (NOTE: This de-
scription was relevant when there
was a ’'free’ world led by America
and a communist world led by Rus-
sia, but is now less useful since the
fall of communism. It is also consid-
ered offensive by some.)

three line whip /6ri: lamn 'wip/
noun strict instructions to the MPs in
each political party to attend parlia-
ment and vote on a particular bill as
their party whips tell them. This is
done by underlining the matter three
times on a piece of paper or ’whip’
which is given to each MP in the party.

throne /6roun/ noun a special chair
for a king or queen

throw out /,6rou 'aut/ verb 1. to re-
ject a proposal or refuse to accept it o
The proposal was thrown out by the
planning committee. o The board
threw out the draft contract submitted
by the union. 2. to getrid of something
o We threw out the old telephones and
put in a computerised system. o The
AGM threw out the old board of direc-
tors. (NOTE: throwing — threw — has
thrown)

ticket /'tikit/ noun US a party’s list
of candidates for election to political
office o He ran for governor on the
Republican ticket.

title /'tart(a)l/ noun 1. the right to
hold goods or property o She has no ti-
tle to the property. 2. a document
proving a right to hold a property o
She has a good title to the property. 3.
aname given to a person in a job o He
has the title ‘Chief Executive’. 4. a
name given to someone to show that
they have received an honour or are a
member of the nobility o He inherited
his title from his uncle. 5. the name of
a bill which comes before Parliament

or name of an Act of Parliament o
short title the usual title of an Act of
Parliament

titled /'tait(o)ld/ adjective referring
to a person with a title

titular /'titjule/ adjective holding a
title o He is the titular head of state.

tokenism /'toukoniz(a)m/ noun ap-
pointing a woman or someone from a
minority group to a job just to avoid
being criticised for being prejudiced

topple /'top(a)l/ verb to bring down
or to make a government lose power
or a person lose his or her position o
The scandal toppled the minister. o
The smaller parties voted together
and succeeded in toppling the govern-
ment.

Tory /'toiri/ adjective referring to a
Conservative Party m noun a member
or supporter of a Conservative Party
(NOTE: used of the British Conserva-
tive Party, but also of other Conserv-
atives, as in Canada)

totalitarian /tou,tali'tearion/ ad-
jective (often as criticism) having to-
tal power and not allowing any oppo-
sition or any personal freedom o a fo-
talitarian state o the totalitarian
regime of the junta

totalitarianism /tou, teelr
'tearioniz(9)m/ noun (usually as crit-
icism) a political system in which the
state has total power over the citizens
o Many extreme right-wing or left-
wing governments have been accused
of practising totalitarianism.

town /taun/ noun a place where peo-
ple live and work, with houses and
other buildings

Town Clerk /,taun 'kla:k/ noun the
term used in the past for the most im-
portant permanent official of the ad-
ministration of a town, working under
the instructions of the town council.
The official is now usually referred to
as the Chief Executive.

town council /tavn ‘'kavnsol/
noun the representatives elected to run
a town
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town councillor /tavn
'kauns(9)lo/ noun a member of a
town council

township /'taunfip/ noun 1. (in
North America) a small town which is
alocal government centre 2. (in South
Africa) a town outside the main urban
areas

townspeople /'tavnzpiip(d)l/,
townsfolk noun people who live in a
town
town-twinning
noun » twinning
TPV abbreviation Temporary Protec-
tion Visa

trade /trerd/ noun the business of
buying and selling o export trade,
import trade the business of selling
to other countries or buying from oth-
er countries m verb to buy and sell or
to carry on a business o to trade with
another country o to trade on the
Stock Exchange o The company has
stopped trading. o He trades under the
name or as ‘Eeziphitt’.

trade agreement /treild o
,griitmant/ noun an international
agreement between countries over
trade

trade deficit /'trerd ,defisit/ noun
the amount by which a country im-
ports more goods than it exports
Trade Descriptions Act/ trerd di
'skripfonz &kt/ noun an Act of Par-
liament which limits the way in which
goods can be described so as to protect
consumers from buying goods which
have been given false descriptions
trademark /'trerdma:k/, trade
mark /tretd ma:k/, trade name
/'trerd netm/ noun a particular name,
design or symbol which a company or
maker uses for its product, has been
registered by the maker, and which
cannot be used by anyone else o You
cannot call your beds ‘Softn’kumfi’ —
it is a registered trademark.

Trades Union Congress / trerdz
'jurnjon kopgres/ noun the central
organisation for all British trade un-
ions. Abbr TUC (NOTE: Although
Trades Union Congress is the offi-

/'tavn twinigp/

cial name for the organisation, trade
union is more common than trades
union.)

trade wunion /trerd 'ju:njon/,
trades union / trerdz 'juinjon/ noun
an organisation which represents
workers who are its members in dis-
cussions with management about pay
and conditions of work. Also called
trades union. US term labor union

trade unionist/ treid 'juinjonist/,
trades unionist noun a member of a
trade union

Trading Standards Department
/itreidig  'steendadz  di,partmont/
noun a department of a council which
deals with weighing and measuring
equipment used by shops, and other
consumer matters

trading standards officer
/,trerdiy 'stendadz ,ofiss/ noun the
official in charge of a council’s Trad-
ing Standards Department

traitor /'treito/ noun a person who
betrays his or her country, especially
by giving secret information to the en-
emy

transact /tren'zekt/ verb to do
business with someone

transaction /tren'zaek[on/ noun1.
a piece of business done between
companies or people 2. the process of
doing something

transcript /'trenskript/ noun a
written record of a spoken discussion
or debate o The Committee’s report
gives a full transcript of the evidence
presented to it. o Transcripts of cases
are available in the Supreme Court Li-
brary.

transferable vote /trens
'fairob(a)l vout/ noun a vote that will
be given to a voter’s second choice if
the first-choice candidate receives too
few votes to continue in the selection
process

transitional period /tren
'z1f(a)nal 'prariad/ noun the period
during which new Member States of
the European Union are allowed to in-
troduce EU laws gradually, because
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introducing them immediately might
cause difficulties

transnational /trenz'naf(o)nal/
adjective going beyond the borders of
one state

transparency /traens'paransi/
noun an open and honest way of act-
ing when making decisions, e.g. being
open to the public about the actions of
government or the European Union

treason /'tri:z(a)n/ noun the crime
of betraying one’s country, usually by
helping the enemy in time of war o
She was accused of treason. o Three
men were executed for treason. o The
treason trial lasted three weeks.

treasonable /'tri:z(o)nob(9)l/ ad-
jective considered as treason o He was
accused of making treasonable re-
marks.

Treasurer /'trezora/ noun the fi-
nance minister in the US federal gov-
ernment and in each of the state gov-
ernments

treasurer’s report /trezoroz r1
'port/ noun a document from the
treasurer of an organisation to explain
the financial state of the organisation
to its members

Treasury /'trezori/ noun the gov-
ernment department which deals with
the country’s finances o Secretary to
the Treasury, Treasury Secretary
US the member of the government in
charge of finance
COMMENT: In most countries, the gov-
ernment’s finances are the responsi-
bility of the Ministry of Finance, head-
ed by the Finance Minister. In the UK,
the Treasury is headed by the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer.
Treasury Bench /'trezori bent[/
noun the front bench in the House of
Commons where the government min-
isters sit

Treasury Bill /'trezori bil/ noun a
bill of exchange which does not give
any interest and is sold by the govern-
ment at a discount

treasury bonds /'trezori bondz/

plural noun the documents given to
people who lend money to the govern-

ment of the USA, which promise re-
payment and interest on certain dates

Treasury counsel /trezori
'kaunsal/ noun a lawyer who works in
the Central Criminal Court on behalf
of the Director of Public Prosecutions

Treasury Solicitor /trezori s
'lisite/ noun in England, the lawyer
who is head of the government’s legal
department

treaty /'tri:ti/ noun 1. a written legal
agreement between countries o The
treaty was signed but never ratified. o
The minister negotiated a commercial
treaty or a cultural treaty with the
French. 2. an agreement between indi-
vidual persons

Treaty of Accession / tri:ti ov ok
'sefn/ noun the treaty by which a new
Member State joins the European Un-
ion, e.g. the treaty by which the UK
joined the European Community in
1973

Treaty of Maastricht / tri:ti ov
'maz:strixt/ noun the treaty which es-
tablished the European Union in 1993
on the basis of the European Econom-
ic Community set up in 1957. Also
called Treaty on European Union
Treaty of Paris /tri:ti ov 'paris/
noun the treaty which established the
European Coal and Steel Community
in 1951

Treaty of Rome /tri:ti ov 'roum/
noun the treaty which established the
European Economic Community and
the European Atomic Energy Com-
munity in 1957, and which is the basis
of the European Union established in
1993. » Maastricht Treaty

trend /trend/ noun the general way
things are going o a downward trend
in inflation o There is a trend away
from old-fashioned party politics. o
The report points to upwards trends in
reported cases of international terror-
ism.

TRH abbreviation Their Royal High-
nesses

triarchy /'traia:ki/ noun govern-
ment by three people or by three insti-
tutions
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tribunal /trar'bjuin(a)l/ noun 1. a
court, especially a specialist court out-
side the judicial system which exam-
ines special problems and makes judg-
ments 2. a court set up, under English
law, by the British government to
judge or investigate a specific matter
Tribune group /'tribjuin gru:p/
noun a group of Labour MPs who
support left-wing policies

tribute /'tribju:t/ noun a payment
made by one ruler or state to another
more powerful one

tricolour /'trezori bond/ noun a flag
with three bands of colours like the
French flag

trilateral /trar'let(o)ral/ adjective
involving three states o trilateral ne-
gotiations

trilateralism /trar'let(o)raliz(a)m/
noun relations or discussions between
three nations, areas or groups
Trimble /'trimb(o)l/, David (b.
1944) leader of the Ulster Unionist
Party (1995-), he had an important
role in the peace negotiations that led
to the Good Friday peace agreement
in Northern Ireland (1998), for which
he shared the Nobel Peace Prize
(1998). He was first minister of the
Northern Irish Assembly (1999-2002)
until its suspension.

tripartism /trar'pa:tiz(e)m/ noun
division into three groups

tripartite /trar'pa:tart/ adjective
formed of three groups or political
parties

triplicate /'triplikot/ noun a docu-
ment with three copies

triumvirate / tri'amvirat/ noun a
group of three men, especially three
leaders running a country together
troika /'trotkoe/ noun 1. a group of
three leaders running a country or a
party (NOTE: It was originally used
with reference to Russia, but now
used for three leaders in any coun-
try.) 2. in the European Union, a three-
member group consisting of the coun-
try which is the current president, to-
gether with the previous president and
the next one (EU)

trooper /'truips/ noun a member of
a mounted police unit

Trotskyism /'trotskirz(e)m/ noun a
communist political theory opposed to
Lenin and Stalin’s belief in a strong,
centralised Russian Communist Party,
but in favour of continuous world rev-
olution to prevent power being taken
away from the people

Trotskyite /'trotskiart/ noun a per-
son who supports the ideas of Trotsky-
ism (NOTE: also informally called a
Trot)

trouble /'trab(o)l/ noun o troubles
riots or disturbances

trust /trast/ verb to believe that
someone will do something they have
promised

trustee /tra'stiz/ noun 1. a person
who has charge of money or property
in trust or a person who is responsible
for a family trust o the trustees of the
pension fund 2. a country appointed
by the United Nations to administer
another country

trusteeship /tra'sti:f1ip/ noun the
position of being a trustee o The terri-
tory is under United Nations trustee-
ship.

tsarism /'sa:riz(a)m/ noun govern-
ment by an emperor who has absolute
power

TUC abbreviation Trades
Congress

turncoat /'tamkout/ noun someone
who abandons or betrays a group or
cause and joins its opponents

turn down /,ta:n 'dauvn/ verb to
refuse o The Speaker turned down the
Opposition’s request for an emergen-
cy debate. o The bank turned down
their request for a loan. o The applica-
tion for a licence was turned down.

turn out /;t3:n 'avt/ verb 1. to go to
vote o Voters turned out in thousands
to vote for their sitting MP. 2. to throw
out a government o The ruling party
was turned out in the election. o Vote
for the Opposition and help to turn the
government out!

Union
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turnout /'t3:naot/ noun the number
of people who vote in an election as a
proportion of those who are qualified
to vote but do not do so o There was a
very low turnout (only 26%) at the
municipal elections. o In general elec-
tions, the turnout is usually higher
than in local elections. o We can ex-
pect a very high turnout in this constit-
uency.

turnover /'t3inouva/ noun the total
amount of money a business receives
for selling its goods or services in a
year

Tweede Kamer noun the lower
house of the States-General in the
Netherlands

twin /twin/ verb to make a special ar-
rangement between a town in one
country and one of similar size or sit-
uation in another, involving visits be-
tween the two places

twinning /‘twiniy/ noun a special
arrangement between a town in one
country and one of similar size or sit-
uation in another country involving
visits between the two places o The
district council’s town-twinning com-

mittee decided that Epping should be
twinned with Eppingen in Germany.
two-party system /tu: pa:ti
'sistom/ noun the political system in
many countries where there are only
two large political parties, with the re-
sult that any smaller party finds it im-
possible to get enough votes to form a
government

tyrannical /ti'renik(o)l/, tyran-
nous adjective cruel and unjust o The
people rose up against the tyrannical
dictator.

tyrannise /'tironarz/ verb to govern
a people or community with extreme
cruelty and harshness

tyranny /'tironi/ noun1. (usually as
criticism) the use of force and fear to
rule a country o To arrest so many stu-
dents on minor charges was an act of
tyranny. 2. (usually as criticism) a
government system which uses force
and fear to rule

tyrant /'tairont/ noun a ruler who
rules by force and fear (used as criti-
cism)

tzarism /'sa:riz(o)m/ noun another
spelling of tsarism
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UDA abbreviation Ulster Defence
Association

UDI abbreviation Unilateral Declara-
tion of Independence

UDR abbreviation Ulster Defence
Regiment

UK abbreviation United Kingdom
UKIP /'ju:kip/ abbreviation United
Kingdom Independence Party

Ulster Unionist Party /'alsto
'jurnjonist 'pa:ti/ noun the largest
and most moderate of the Northern
Ireland parties committed to the main-
tenance of the union with the UK.
Also called Official Unionist Party
ultra /'altro/ noun a person who
holds extreme political views, espe-
cially extreme conservative views
ultranationalism / altro'ne[(o)na
Jl1z(9)m/ noun extreme nationalism
ultrapatriot /ltro'petriot/ noun
someone who is extremely or exces-
sively patriotic

ultraroyalist / altra'roralist/ noun
someone who is a very strong support-
er of royalism

ultra vires /altro 'varriiz/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘beyond its powers’
Uluk Kenesh noun the legislative
body in Kyrgyzstan

UN abbreviation United Nations
unaligned /ano'laind/ adjective
not associated with any major world
power or any political party
un-American /,ano'lamn/ adjective
disloyal to the United States
unanimity /,jurno'nimiti/ noun be-
ing completely in agreement
unanimous /ju:'nznimos/ adjec-
tive where everyone votes in the same
way o There was a unanimous vote

against the proposal. o They reached
unanimous agreement.

unanimous consent /juz
,nenimas kon'sent/ noun the agree-
ment to a motion in Congress without
a vote because everyone agrees
unanimously /ju:'nemimasli/ ad-
verb with everyone agreeing o The
proposals were adopted unanimously.
o The House voted unanimously to
condemn the action by the rebels.
unavoidably /ana'voidebli/ ad-
verb in a way which cannot be avoid-
ed o The hearing was unavoidably de-
layed.

Uncle Sam /,agk(a)l 's&m/ noun a
personification of the government of
the United States, shown as a tall thin
white man with a white beard, wear-
ing red and white striped trousers, a
blue tail coat, and a stovepipe hat with
a band of stars

unconstitutional /,ankonst1
'tjurf(d)n(a)l/ adjective not allowed
by the rules or laws of a country or or-
ganisation o The chairman ruled that
the meeting was unconstitutional. o
The Appeal Court ruled that the ac-
tion of the Attorney-General was un-
constitutional.

uncontested /ankon'testid/ ad-
Jjective not opposed or defended o He
was elected Secretary in an uncontest-
ed election.

uncontroversial /ankontra'va:fl/
adjective not causing disagreement
undemocratic /,andemo'kraetik/
adjective not democratic o Everyone
must agree that the first-past-the-post
system is undemocratic, because a
candidate can be elected who has only
a minority of the votes cast.
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under /'ando/ preposition 1. lower
than or less than o The interest rate is
under 10%. o Under 20% of MPs vot-
ed in the division. o Children under
the age of 18 cannot vote. 2. control-
led by or according to o regulations
under the Police Act o Under the terms
of the agreement, the goods should be
delivered in October. o She does not
qualify under section 2 of the 1979
Act.

undercover agent /andskavo
‘erdzont/ noun a spy or policeman
working in secret

undermentioned /,anda
'menf(a)nd/ adjective mentioned
lower down in a document

underrepresent / andorepri'zent/
verb to give fewer elected representa-
tives to the members of a group or
people in an area than they ought to
have o Women are underrepresented
in the House of Commons. o The
present system tends to underrepre-
sent minority parties.

undersecretary /,ando
'sekrrt(a)ri/ noun 1. a secretary who
ranks just below a chief secretary in a
government or organisation 2. a gov-
ernment minister who works for the
secretary of state of a government de-
partment

undersheriff /'ando, ferif/ noun a
person who is second to a High Sheriff

undesirable alien
/,andizairab(a)l 'eilion/ noun a per-
son who is not a citizen of a country,
and who the government considers
should not be allowed to stay in that
country o She was declared an unde-
sirable alien and deported.

undischarged bankrupt
/,andist fa:dzd 'bapkrapt/ noun a
person who has been declared bank-
rupt because they owe more money
than they can repay, and has not been
released from that state by repaying
the money (NOTE: a bankrupt cannot
become or remain as an MP)

undue influence /,andju:
'influons/ noun wrongful pressure
put on someone which prevents that

person from acting independently o
The government was accused of
putting undue influence on the board
of the nationalised industry.

unelectable /anr'lektob(o)l/ ad-
jective certain to be defeated if stand-
ing as a candidate for public office,
e.g. because of extreme opinions on
controversial issues

unemployed / anim'ploid/ adjec-
tive, noun with no paid work, without
a job

unemployment / anim'ploimont/
noun the fact of people not having
jobs o The unemployment figures or
the figures for unemployment are ris-
ing.

unemployment benefit /Anim
'plormant ,benifit/ noun the money
paid by the government to someone
who is unemployed

unenforceable / anin'fo:sob(a)l/
adjective impossible to apply or make
people accept

UNESCO /ju:'neskou/ noun a Unit-
ed Nations agency that promotes in-
ternational collaboration on culture,
education, and science. Full form
United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific, and Cultural Organization

unfederated /an'fedorertid/ adjec-
tive not being or belonging to a feder-
ation

UNHCR abbreviation United Na-
tions High Commission for Refugees
uni- /juini/ prefix meaning single
unicameral /ju:ni'kemorsl/ ad-
jective of a legislature, having only
one chamber or house. , bicameral
COMMENT: Unicameral legislatures ex-
ist in many countries and states, in-
cluding Denmark, Ecuador, Estonia,
Finland, Gabon, Greece, Guatemala,
Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, Israel,
Kenya, Latvia, Lebanon, Lithuania,
Malta, Mongolia, Morocco, Nebraska,
New Zealand, Panama, Sweden and
Turkey.
UNICEF /'ju:nisef/ noun a United
Nations agency that works for the pro-
tection and survival of children around
the world. Full form United Nations
Children’s Fund
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UNIDO /ju:'nirdou/ abbreviation
United Nations Industrial Develop-
ment Organization

unilateral / ju:nr'let(o)ral/ adjec-
tive on one side only or done by one
party only o They took the unilateral
decision to cancel the contract.

Unilateral Declaration of Inde-
pendence /ju:nrlet(o)ral ,deklo
rerf(a)n av ,indr'pendans/ noun an
act whereby a colony announces that it
is independent without the agreement
of the country to which it belongs.
Abbr UDI

unilateral disarmament / ju:nr
'leet(o)ral dis'armomoant/, unilateral
nuclear disarmament / juini
Jeet(d)ral njuiklio dis'armomant/
noun removing all nuclear weapons
from a country, even if other countries
keep theirs

unilateralism /,juini
'leet(a)raliz(e)m/ noun the support
for a policy of unilateral nuclear disar-
mament

unilaterally /junr'let(o)roli/ ad-
verb by one party only o They can-
celled the contract unilaterally.

union /'juirnjan/ noun 1. a state of
being joined or the act of joining o We
support the union of the environmen-
tal pressure groups into a federation.
2. a group of independent states or or-
ganisations which have joined togeth-
er into a federation 3. the group of
states which formed the United States
of America 4. a trade union 5. a club
or organisation for people with similar
interests

Union /'juinjan/ noun 1. the United
States of America 2. the union of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland
since 1920

Union Calendar /jumnjon
'keelinda/ noun a list of bills for de-
bate in the House of Representatives
which deal with finances

unionised /'ju:njonarzd/, union-
ized adjective a company where the
members of staff belong to a trade un-
ion

Unionism /'juinjoniz(e)m/ noun 1.
loyalty to the federal union during the
Civil War in the United States 2. sup-
port or advocacy since 1920 for the
union between Northern Ireland and
Great Britain

unionist /'jumionist/ noun 1. a
member of a trade union 2. a person
who supports a political union of
states or parties

Union Jack /,juinjoan 'dzek/, Un-
ion Flag /' juinjon fleeg/ noun the na-
tional flag of the United Kingdom
Union Territory /'ju:njon 'teratri/
noun a territory in India ruled directly
by the central government

UNISON /'ju:nisan/ noun the UK’s
largest trade union (over 1.3 million
members), representing people work-
ing in public services and utilities. It
was formed in 1993 when three major
public sector unions, National Associ-
ation of Local Government Officers
(NALGO), National Union of Public
Employees (NUPE) and Confedera-
tion of Health Service Employers
(COHSE), merged.

unitary authority /'juinit(o)ri o:
'Ooriti/ noun an administrative unit in
Great Britain responsible for all local
government services in its area, re-
placing a former system of two tiers of
local government

United Kingdom /ju:nartid
'kigdem/ noun an independent coun-
try, formed of England, Wales, Scot-
land and Northern Ireland o He came
to the UK to study. o Does she have a
UK passport? o Is he a UK citizen? v
British Isles. Abbr UK

United Kingdom Independ-
ence Party /ju:nartid kigdom
Jndr'pendans ,pa:ti/ noun a right-
wing party committed to withdrawing
Britain from the European Union and
opposed to immigration. Abbr UKIP

United Nations  /ju:nartid
'ne1f(a)nz/ noun an organisation of
nations that was formed in 1945 to
promote peace, security, and interna-
tional cooperation. Abbr UN
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United States Code /ju: naitid
steits 'koud/ noun a book containing
all the permanent laws of the USA, ar-
ranged in sections according to sub-
ject, and revised from time to time

United States of America /ju:
,nartrd sterts ov 9'meriks/ noun an
independent country, a federation of
states (originally thirteen, now fifty)
in North America. Abbr USA
COMMENT: The federal government
(based in Washington D.C.) is formed
of a legislature (the Congress) with
two chambers (the Senate and House
of Representatives), an executive (the
President) and a judiciary (headed by
the Supreme Court). Each of the fifty
states making up the USA has its own
legislature and executive (the Gover-
nor) as well as its own legal system
and constitution.
universal franchise
/. juinivais(e)l 'frentfarz/, univer-
sal suffrage /,jurnivais(o)l 'safridz/
noun the right to vote of all adult
members of the population

unlawful /an'lo:if(o)l/  adjective
against the law, illegal o unlawful tres-
pass on property o unlawful sexual in-
tercourse

unlawfully /an'lo:foli/ adverb ille-
gally or in an illegal way o He was
charged with unlawfully carrying fire-
arms.

UNMOVIC abbreviation United Na-
tions Monitoring, Verification, and In-
spection Commission

UNO abbreviation United Nations
Organization

unopposed /,ana'pouzd/ adjective
having no one voting against o The
Bill had an unopposed second reading
in the House.

unparliamentary /an,pa:lo
'ment(o)ri/ adjective not suitable for
Parliament

COMMENT: Various terms of abuse are
considered unparliamentary, in partic-
ular words which suggest that an MP
has not told the truth. In a recent ex-
change in the House of Commons, a
Member called others ‘clowns’ and
‘drunks’; the Deputy Speaker said:
‘Order. That is unparliamentary lan-
guage, and | must ask the hon. Mem-

ber to withdraw’. Another recent ex-
ample occurred when an MP said: ‘if
the hon. Member were honest, | sus-
pect that he would have to do the
same’. Mr. Speaker: ‘Order. All hon.
Members are honest.’.
unparliamentary language
/,anpa:ls,ment(a)ri 'lengwidsz/
noun words used in Parliament which
are considered to be rude, and which
the Speaker may ask the MP to with-
draw
unperson /'Anp3:san/ noun some-
one, especially a public figure, whose
existence is not acknowledged offi-
cially, often because they have op-
posed an authoritarian government
unpledged /an'pled3d/ adjective
not having promised support for
something, e.g. not having promised a
vote to a particular candidate in an
election
unpolitical / anpo'litik(o)l/ adjec-
tive not interested in politics or having
no political preference o The protest
group is entirely unpolitical.
unpolled /an'pould/ adjective 1.
not having taken part in a survey of
public opinion 2. not having cast a
vote at an election 3. not included in a
list of electors
unreported / anrr'po:tid/ adjective
1. not reported to the police o There
are thousands of unreported cases of
theft. 2. not reported in the Law Re-
ports o Counsel referred the judge to a
number of relevant unreported cases.
unrest /an'rest/ noun publicly ex-
pressed unhappiness or protest about
something by many people, some-
times developing into violent behav-
iour o Waves of political unrest trou-
bled the country.
UNRRA abbreviation United Na-
tions Relief and Rehabilitation Ad-
ministration
UNRWA abbreviation United Na-
tions Relief and Works Agency
unseat /an'siit/ verb to make a sit-
ting MP lose his seat in an election o
She only needs a small swing to have
a good chance of unseating the
present MP.
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UNSF abbreviation United Nations
Special Fund for Economic Develop-
ment

unwritten /an'rit(o)n/ adjective not
written or codified in a single docu-
ment (NOTE: The British Constitution
is described as unwritten because it
is not contained in a single codified
document but is to be found written
in numerous different documents
and is in some areas dependent on
custom)

upcoming /'apkamiy/ adjective
about to take place soon o the upcom-
ing general elections

upfront /ap'frant/ adjective 1. im-
mediate or made in advance o The
shop asked for an upfront payment of
£100. 2. being clear and honest about
something, not trying to conceal any-
thing o The minister said she would be
upfront about the difficulties facing
the government.

upheaval /ap'hi:v(a)l/ noun a sud-
den and violent change in a social or
political system

upper chamber /'Apo 'tfermbo/
noun one of the two parts of a parlia-
ment that has two chambers, e.g. the
British House of Lords or the Ameri-
can Senate. , lower chamber

upper class /'apo kla:s/ noun the
richest or most influential people in a
society

upper house /'aps hauvz/ noun the
more important or older of the two
houses or chambers in a bicameral
system o After being passed by the
legislative assembly, a bill goes to the
upper house for further discussion.
Also called upper chamber (NOTE:
The House of Lords is sometimes
described as the upper house in the
UK, but has far less power than the
House of Commons)

upper middle class /,Apos 'm1d(s)]
kla:s/ noun the richer half of the mid-
dle section in society, consisting of
rich professional and business people
uprising /'apraizip/ noun an at-
tempt to overthrow a government or
state by armed force, a rebellion o The

left-wing uprising was crushed by the
army.

upset /'apset/ noun an unexpected
result, e.g. in an election

urban /'3:bon/ adjective referring to
a town or city o urban decay the con-
dition where a part of a town becomes
old or dirty or ruined, because busi-
nesses and wealthy families have
moved away from it o urban redevel-
opment, urban renewal rebuilding
old parts of a town to build modern
houses and new factories and offices
urban guerrilla /'a:bon go'rilo/
noun someone who carries out violent
acts in cities to advance a political
cause

US, USA abbreviation United States
of America

USAID /,ju: es 'erd/ noun a US gov-
ernment agency that provides human-
itarian aid and assistance for develop-
ment to other countries. Full form
United States Agency for Interna-
tional Development

USS /,ju: es 'es/ abbreviation United
States Senate

usual channels /,juzzual
'tfeen(o)lz/ noun the way in which
much parliamentary business is
agreed on in private by the whips and
senior MPs of the various parties rath-
er than in open debate

usurp /ju:'za:p/ verbto take and use
a right which is not yours, especially
to depose a king or queen and become
king or queen yourself o Henry IV
usurped the throne from Richard II. o
The councils complained that the new
Education Bill would usurp their pow-
ers.

usurpation /,ju:zs:'perf(a)n/ noun
taking and using a right which is not
yours, especially deposing a king or
queen and becoming king or queen
yourself

usurper /ju:'zaips/ noun a person
who usurps power o The army killed
the usurper and placed the king back
on his throne again.

utopia /ju:'toupia/ noun an imagi-
nary political state where everything is
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as good as it could be, which gives
people something to aim to achieve.
Compare dystopia (NOTE: Sir Tho-
mas More published his description
of a perfect state in Utopia in 1516.
The word means 'nowhere’ or 'the
perfect place’ in Greek depending on
its spelling)

utopian /ju:'toupion/ adjective per-
fect, and also difficult to achieve o His
utopian ideal of a state was impossi-
ble to put into practice.

utopian socialism /ju: toupion
,saufa'liz(a)m/ noun a form of social-

ism based on the belief that a socialist
society can be brought about by
peacefully persuading those in power
to accept it

U-turn /'ju: tam/ noun a change of
policy to do exactly the opposite of
what was done before o The Opposi-
tion was surprised at the Govern-
ment’s U-turn on defence expenditure.
o The council did a U-turn and passed
the development plan for the town
centre.

UU abbreviation Ulster Unionist
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vacant seat /'veikont siit/ noun a
constituency which has no MP at the
moment o The seat became vacant
when Mr Smith was made a life peer.

vacation /vo'ker[(a)n/ noun 1. the
period when the courts, or the univer-
sities are closed for their holidays 2.
US a holiday or period when people
are not working

valid /'veelid/ adjective 1. acceptable
because it is true or reasonable o That
is not a valid argument or excuse. 2.
possible to use lawfully o ticket which
is valid for three months o The con-
tract is not valid if the signing of it has
not been witnessed. o He was carrying
a valid passport.

valorem /va'loirom/ » ad valorem

Value Added Tax /valju: edid
'teeks/ noun a tax on goods and serv-
ices, added as a percentage to the
price. Abbr VAT

variation /veori'erf(o)n/ noun the
amount by which something changes

VAT /vi: er 'tiz, veet/ abbreviation
Value Added Tax

VAT declaration /'vaet dekls
re1f(a)n/ noun a statement made by a
company to say what VAT it has col-
lected

VC abbreviation vice chancellor

venue /'venju:/ noun a place for a
meeting o The venue for next year’s
party conference will be Brighton.

verbatim /vs:'bertim/ adjective,
adverb in the exact words o Hansard
provides a verbatim account of the
proceedings of the House of Com-
mons.

versa /'v3:sa/» vice versa

vest /vest/ verb to transfer to some-
one a legal right or duty or the legal
ownership and possession of land o
The property was vested in the trus-
tees. (NOTE: you vest something in or
on someone)

vested interest / vestid 'introst/
noun a personal reason for wanting
something to happen

vet /vet/ verb to examine someone
carefully to see if they are suitable for
a job o All applications are vetted by
the Home Office.

veto /'virtou/ noun the right to refuse
to allow something to be accepted or
to become law o The President has the
power of veto over Bills passed by
Congress. o The UK used its veto in
the Security Council. m verb to refuse
to allow something not to be accepted
or to become law o The resolution was
vetoed by the president. o The council
has vetoed all plans to hold protest
marches in the centre of town. (NOTE:
The plural is vetoes.)
COMMENT: In the United Nations Secu-
rity Council, each of the five perma-
nent members has a veto. In the USA,
the President may veto a bill sent to
him by Congress, provided he does so
within ten days of receiving it. The bill
then returns to Congress for further
discussion, and the President’s veto
can be overridden by a two-thirds ma-
jority in both the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate.
vice /vais/ Latin word meaning ‘in
the place of’ o was present: Council-
lor Smith (vice Councillor Brown)
vice- /vars/ prefix a deputy or second
in command o He is the vice-chairman
of an industrial group. o She was ap-
pointed to the vice-chairmanship of
the committee.
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vice chancellor /,vars
'tfams(e)lo/ noun a deputy for the
chancellor of a country

vice-consul /vars 'konsal/ noun
an officer who acts as the deputy for
the official representing a country’s
commercial interest in another coun-
try

vicegerent /'vais geront/ noun a
deputy appointed to act on the author-
ity of a ruler or magistrate, especially
in administrative duties

vice-president/ vais 'prezid(o)nt/
noun an official of a rank below a
president, who can take the presi-
dent’s place if necessary o When Pres-
ident Kennedy was assassinated, Vice-
President Johnson became president.
COMMENT: In the USA, the Vice-Presi-
dent is the president (i.e. the chair-
man) of the Senate. He also succeeds
a president if the president dies in of-
fice (as Vice-President Johnson suc-
ceeded President Kennedy).
viceregal / vais'riig(o)l/ adjective
referring to a viceroy o The reception
was held at the Viceregal Palace.

viceregent / vais'ri:dzont/ noun a
deputy for the regent of a country

vicereine /'vaisren/ noun the wife
of a viceroy

viceroy /'vaisrol/ noun a person
who represents a king or queen in a
colony o In the nineteenth century, In-
dia was ruled by viceroys.

viceroyalty /vais'roralti/ noun 1.
the office, term of office, or authority
of a viceroy 2. an area that is governed
by a viceroy

vice versa /'vaisi 'vaiso/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘reverse position’:
the other way round

videlicet /'vidiiliset/ Latin word
meaning ‘that is’ or ‘namely’ (NOTE:
usually abbreviated to viz.: the Edu-
cation Committee has three sub-
committees, viz. Schools, Further
Education and Training)

village /'vilid3/ noun a group of
houses and shops in a country area,
smaller than a town

violate /'varslert/ verb to break a
rule or a law o The council has violat-
ed the planning regulations. o The ac-
tion of the government violates the in-
ternational treaty on commercial
shipping.

violation /vara'lerf(a)n/ noun the
act of breaking a rule o The number of
traffic violations has increased. o The
court criticised the violations of the
treaty on human rights.

VIP abbreviation very important per-
son o Seats have been arranged for the
VIPs at the front of the hall.

virement /'varamont/ noun the
transfer of money from one account to
another or from one section of a budg-
et to another o The council may use the
virement procedure to transfer money
from one area of expenditure to anoth-
er.

virtute officio /va:'tu:ter o'fisrou/
Latin phrase meaning ‘by virtue of
his office’

visa /'viizo/ noun a special document
or special stamp in a passport which
allows someone to enter a country o
You will need a visa before you go to
the USA. o He filled in his visa appli-
cation form.

viscount /'vaikaunt/ noun a mem-
ber of the peerage, ranking between an
earl and a baron

viscountess /'vaikauntes/ noun a
woman who is the wife of a viscount,
or who holds the rank of viscount
vital statistics /vait(o)l sto
'tistiks/ plural noun figures dealing
with births, marriages and deaths in a
district

viz videlicet

voice vote /'vais vout/ noun a vote
in Congress where the members shout
Aye (Yes) or No

voluntarism /'volontariz(o)m/
noun the belief that the process of col-
lective bargaining or the organisation
of trade unions should be interfered
with by government

voluntary services /'volont(o)ri
's3ivisiz/ plural noun organisations
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which give free services or help to
people

vote /vout/ noun 1. marking a paper
or holding up your hand, to show your
opinion or to show who you want to be
elected o to take a vote on a propos-
al, to put a proposal to the vote to
ask people present at a meeting to say
if they agree or do not agree with the
proposal o the French President is
elected by popular vote he is elected
by a majority vote of all the people in
France 2. the right to vote in elections
o Women were given the vote in 1928.
3. the total number of votes cast o the
vote was up on the last election more
votes were cast this time than the time
before m verb to show an opinion by
marking a paper or by holding up your
hand at a meeting o The meeting voted
to close the factory. o 52% of the mem-
bers voted for Mr Smith as Chairman.
o to vote for a proposal, to vote
against a proposal to say that you
agree or do not agree with a proposal
o he was voted into the chair he was
elected chairman

vote-catcher /vout 'kat[a/ noun
same as vote-winner

vote down /,vout 'daun/ verb to de-
feat a motion or proposal by voting
against it o The proposal was voted
down.

vote in /,vout 'in/ verb o to vote
someone in to elect someone o the
Tory candidate was voted in
voteless /'voutlos/ adjective with-
out the right to choose or express a po-
litical opinion by voting

vote of confidence /vout ov
'konfrd(e)ns/ noun a vote in which
voters show their approval of the lead-
ership of a party or policy

vote of no confidence /,vout ov
navu 'konfrd(a)ns/ noun same as con-

fidence vote o After the Commons
passed a vote of no confidence in the
government, the Prime Minister
called a general election.

vote out /,vout 'aut/ verb o to vote
someone out to make someone lose
an election o the government was vot-
ed out of office within a year

voter /'vouta/ noun a person who
votes or is eligible to vote o Voters
stayed away from the polls because of
the bad weather.

voter alienation /'vouto eilio
'ne1f(e)n/ noun the feeling of many
voters that, since voting does not pro-
duce the changes in their lives that
they want, they have no motivation to
vote

voter apathy /'vouts 'a&pebi/ noun
lack of interest in voting in local and
national elections, especially when
one party regularly has a large majori-
ty or when people feel they have little
influence in influencing decisions that
affect their lives

vote through /,vout 'Oru:/ verb to
vote to accept o The proposal was vot-
ed through by a large majority.

vote-winner /vout 'wina/ noun a
policy or strategy that will win many
votes in an election

voting /'voutig/ noun the act of
making a vote

voting card /'voutip ka:d/, voting
paper /'vautiy ,peips/ noun the pa-
per on which the voter puts a cross to
show for whom he or she wants to vote

voting patterns /'voutiy ,petonz/
plural noun the tendency of voters to
vote in a particular way

voting rights /'voutiy rarts/ plural
noun the rights of shareholders to vote
at company meetings
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Wag the Dog syndrome / wag
385 'dng ,sindroum/ noun a situation
in which a US president uses military
attacks on other nations to draw in-
tense public and media scrutiny away
from a personal scandal

waive /werv/ verb to give up a legal
right o He waived his claim to the es-
tate.

waiver /'werva/ noun a situation in
which someone gives up a legal right
to something o If you want to work
without a permit, you will have to ap-
ply for a waiver.

Wales Office /'weilz ,pfis/ noun a
UK government department responsi-
ble for representing Welsh interests
within the government of the United
Kingdom (NOTE: The Welsh name is
Swyddfa Cymru.)

war /wo:/ noun the situation where
one country fights another o The two
countries are at war.

war crime /'wo: kraim/ noun an il-
legal action committed by someone
during a period of armed conflict o A
number of former Nazis were brought
to trial for war crimes committed dur-
ing the Second World War.

ward /woid/ noun 1. a division of a
town or city for administrative purpos-
es.» electoral ward 2. a child protect-
ed by a guardian or by a court

warden /'wo:d(a)n/ noun 1. a per-
son who is in charge of an institution o
The block of flats have a warden who
helps elderly residents. 2. a person
who sees that rules are obeyed

ward heeler /'wo:d |hi:lo/ noun a
person who does minor tasks for a lo-
cal politician

wardship /'wo:d[1p/ noun being in
charge of a child or the power of a
court to take on itself the rights and re-
sponsibilities of parents in the inter-
ests of a child (NOTE: no plural)

war on terror / wo: on 'tera/ noun
the struggle against international ter-
rorism which President Bush declared
following the attacks on New York
and Washington of 11 September
2001 o Critics of the President were
quick to point out that the problem
with a war on terror is that you never
know when you have won it.

warring /'worriy/ adjective fighting
o the warring factions on the town
council

Washington /'wo[mton/, George
(1732-99) the first president of the
United States

watchdog /'wot[dog/, watchdog
body /'wot [dpg ,bodi/ noun a body
which watches something, especially
government departments, or business-
es, to see that regulations are being
obeyed o The Post Office Users Coun-
cil acts as a watchdog.

Ways and Means /weiz on
'miinz/ » Chairman of Ways and
Means m noun in the United States, a
legislative committee in charge of
methods of raising money for govern-
ment

Ways and Means resolution
/,weiz an 'miinz ;rezalu:f(a)n/ noun
a Supply Bill, especially the annual
budget proposals

WDA abbreviation Welsh Develop-
ment Agency

weapons of mass destruction
/,wepanz av ;mas dis'trak fon/ noun
armaments which can kill large num-
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bers of people, e.g., nuclear, biologi-
cal and chemical weapons. Abbr
WMD

Weber, Max /'veiba/ noun the Ger-
man philosopher (1864-1920) who
contributed most to the study of soci-
ology (NOTE: Weber is famous for an-
alysing authority into three forms:
charismatic, traditional and rational.)

weights and measures depart-
ment /werts on 'mezoz dr
,paitmant/ noun a council depart-
ment dealing with weighing and
measuring machines used in shops,
and other consumer matters (NOTE:
usually called the Trading Stand-
ards Department)

welfare /'welfea/ noun the health,
comfort and safety of a person, ani-
mal, or group o It is the duty of the ju-
venile court to see to the welfare of
children in care.

welfare state / welfeo 'stert/ noun
a state which spends a large amount of
money to make sure that its citizens all
have adequate housing, education,
public transport and health services

Welsh Assembly / wel o'sembli/
+» National Assembly for Wales

West /west/ adjective, adverb, noun
1. one of the directions on the Earth’s
surface, the direction facing the set-
ting sun 2. aregion of a country, as op-
posed to the East 3. o the West the
democratic countries of Europe and
North America, as opposed to the
former Communist countries

Western European Union
/,weston ,juarapiion 'juinjon/ noun
a union formed in 1954 with the aim
of harmonising defence and security
in the region, now including Belgium,
France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Lux-
embourg, the Netherlands, Portugal,
Spain and the United Kingdom as full
members, and Bulgaria, the Czech Re-
public, Denmark, Estonia, Hungary,
Iceland, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania,
Norway, Poland, Romania, the Slovak
Republic and Turkey as associate
members. Abbr WEU

West Lothian question /west
'laution kwestfon/ noun the ques-
tion that sets out a major issue of de-
volved government in the UK, that of
the justice of allowing Westminster
MPs representing Scottish constituen-
cies to vote on issues affecting Eng-
land and other parts of the UK, when
non-Scottish MPs cannot vote on
equivalent Scottish issues that are
dealt with by the Scottish Assembly

Westminster /'westminsto/ noun
1. a borough in London, where the
Houses of Parliament are 2. the Brit-
ish parliament or parliamentary sys-
tem

West Wing /'west wig/ noun the
US president’s senior staff and advis-
ers

wet /wet/ noun a Conservative politi-
cian whose policies are regarded as
more liberal than the mainstream of
conservative opinion

WEU abbreviation Western Europe-
an Union

whatever /wotsou'eva/, whatso-
ever adjective of any sort, at all o
There is no substance whatsoever in
the report. o The police found no sus-
picious documents whatsoever. o
There is nothing whatsoever to sug-
gest that she intends to leave the coun-
try. (NOTE: always used after a noun
and after a negative)

wheeling and dealing /,wi:lig on
'di:lig/ noun discussions and bargain-
ing between political parties or groups
or members of a committee to obtain a
general agreement for something o Af-
ter some wheeling and dealing, the
subcommittee members were selected.
» horse-trading

whereas /weor'®ez/ conjunction
taking into consideration that o where-
as the contract between the two par-
ties stipulated that either party may
withdraw at six months’ notice

whereby /weo'bar/ adverb by which
o a deed whereby ownership of the
property is transferred
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Woolsack

wherein /wear'in/ adverb in which
o a document wherein the regulations
are listed

whereof /weoar'ov/ adverb of which

whereon /weor'pn/ adverb on
which o land whereon a dwelling is
constructed

wheresoever / weasou'eva/ ad-
verb in any place where o the insur-
ance covering jewels wheresoever
they may be kept

Whig /wig/ noun the old name for a
member of a political party which lat-
er became the Liberal Party in Britain,
and is now called the Liberal Demo-
cratic Party

whip /wip/ noun 1. an MP who con-
trols the attendance of other MPs of
his party in the House of Commons or
Lords, and who tries to makes sure
that all MPs vote as their party wants
2. the instructions given by a whip to
other MPs, telling them which busi-
ness is on the agenda and underlining
items where a vote may be taken
COMMENT: A party may decide to with-
draw the Whip from an MP as a pun-
ishment for opposing it in some way.
This prevents the MP from being in-
volved in the party’s activities in the
parliament, although they remain as
an MP and usually sit as an Independ-
ent until the Whip is restored to them.
whip in / wip '/ verb to keep the
members of a political party in line
with the party’s aims

Whitehall /'wartho:l/ noun a street
in London, where several ministries
have their offices (NOTE: used to refer
to the Government or more particu-
larly to the civil service: Whitehall
sources suggest that the plan will be
adopted, there is a great deal of re-
sistance to the idea in Whitehall)

White House /,wart 'haus/ noun
the building in Washington D.C,
where the President of the USA lives
and works (NOTE: also used to mean
the President himself, or the US gov-
ernment: White House officials dis-
claimed any knowledge of the letter,

the White House press secretary
has issued a statement)

White Paper /,wart 'perpa/ noun a
report issued by the government as a
statement of government policy on a
particular problem, often setting out
proposals for changes to legislation
for discussion before a Bill is drafted.
Compare Green Paper

winding up /,waindiy 'Ap/ noun 1.
the ending of a meeting o In his wind-
ing-up speech the Home Secretary
warned the Commons of the serious-
ness of the situation. 2. the closing of
a company and selling its assets

wind up /,waind 'ap/ verb 1. to end
a meeting or a debate o She wound up
the meeting with a vote of thanks to the
committee. o The Home Secretary
wound up for the government. 2. to
close a company and sell its assets

wing /wiy/ noun a group within a po-
litical party or movement that has dis-
tinct beliefs, especially either of two
broad groupings, one more conserva-
tive, the other more liberal in its views

WMD abbreviation weapons of mass
destruction

woman police  constable
/,wumoan pa,lizs 'kanstab(a)l/ noun
in the United Kingdom, Canada, Aus-
tralia, and New Zealand, a woman po-
lice officer of the lowest rank. Abbr
WPC

women’s suffrage /'wiminz
'safridz/ noun the right of women to
vote in elections

wonk /wopk/ noun an expert in mat-
ters of policy, especially in govern-
ment, the economy, or diplomacy o a
policy wonk

Woolsack /'wulsek/ noun the seat
of the Lord Chancellor in the House of
Lords (NOTE: the Lord Chancellor is
unlikely to sit for much longer on the
Woolsack since proposals intro-
duced in 2003—-4 will abolish his of-
fice)
COMMENT: It is really a large cushion
stuffed with wool, dating from the time
when the wool trade was very impor-
tant.
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wording /'w3:diy/ noun a series of
words o Did you understand the word-
ing of the contract? (NOTE: no plural)

Workers’ Revolutionary Party
/\w3tkaz reva'lurf(e)n(a)ri ,pa:ti/
noun a Marxist political party in the
United Kingdom

working class /waikip ‘'kla:s/
noun the people in low-paid jobs

World Bank /,ws:ld 'begk/ noun a
specialised agency of the United Na-
tions that guarantees loans to member
nations for reconstruction and devel-
opment (NOTE: The official name is
International Bank for Recon-
struction and Development.)

World Trade Organization
/'waild 'trerd oigenar'zeifn/ noun
the international treaty which aims to
try to reduce restrictions in trade be-
tween countries, and which replaced
GATT. Abbr WTO

COMMENT: Formed on 1st January

1995 to replace the General Agree-

ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT).
world war /,ws:ld 'wo:/ noun a war
involving several countries on each
side, with fighting taking place in
many parts of the world
WPC abbreviation woman police
constable

writ /rit/ noun 1. a legal document
which begins an action in the High
Court o He issued writs for libel in
connection with allegations made in a
Sunday newspaper. 2. the legal docu-
ment ordering that an election or a by-
election should be held o to move a

writ to propose in the House of Com-
mons that a by-election should be held
write in /rait 'in/ verb US to vote
for a candidate whose name does not
appear on the ballot paper, by writing
the candidate’s name on it

write-in /'rait m/ noun 1. a vote cast
in an election by adding someone’s
name to the ballot paper 2. a candidate
added to a ballot paper by a voter

write-in candidate /rait m
'keendidert/ noun a candidate whose
name has been written by the voters on
their ballot papers

writ of summons /it ov
'samoanz/ noun notice from the Lord
Chancellor asking a peer to attend the
House of Lords

written answer /'rit(o)n 'ainsa/
noun a formal reply to a question put
in writing to a Minister

written question /'rit(d)n
'kwest [(9)n/ noun a question present-
ed to a Minister in writing, usually
dated two days after it is presented and
answered within seven days of that
date. If an answer is needed by an ear-
lier date the question receives priority
and is known as a ‘question for answer
on a named day’, indicated by the let-
ter N in the Order Book. However the
answer may simply be that the Minis-
ter will answer the question as soon as
possible.

WRP abbreviation Worker’s Revolu-
tionary Party

WTO abbreviation World Trade Or-
ganization
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xenophobe /'zensfoub/ noun a
person who hates foreigners

xenophobia /,zens'foubis/ noun
the hatred of foreigners

xenophobic /,zeno'foubik/ adjec-
tive showing hatred of foreigners
yah-boo politics /ja: 'bu:
politiks/ plural noun politics in
which parties automatically criticise
and reject any idea put forward by an
opposing party, regardless of its merits
Yang di-Pertuan Agong /'jey di
'p3itween 'eegoy/ noun the title given
to the head of state of the Malaysian
Federation, who is elected for five
years by the rulers of the thirteen
states which make up the federation
Yard /ja:d/ noun same as Scotland
Yard

YC abbreviation Young Conservative
yea and nay /,jer on 'net/ noun old
forms of ‘yes’ and ‘no’ o yea and nay
vote a vote in a legislature where
members say ‘yes’ or ‘no’

zero-rated /,ziorou 'rertid/ adjec-
tive having a Value Added Tax rate of
0%

zero-rating /'ziorou reitig/ noun
rating an item at 0% Value Added Tax
zionism /'zaroniz(o)m/ noun the be-
lief that the Jewish people should have
a homeland, and that Israel’s inde-
pendence and security should be de-
fended

zionist /'zaronist/ noun a supporter
of the belief that the Jewish people
should have a homeland and that Isra-
el’s independence and security should
be defended m adjective referring to
zionism

zone /zaun/ verb to order that land in
a district shall be used only for one
type of building o The land is zoned
for industrial use.

zoning /'zovuniy/ noun an order by a
local council that land shall be used
only for one type of building (NOTE:
no plural)
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Legislative procedure in the United Kingdom

Green Paper Stage

White Paper Stage

Draft Bill Stage

First Reading

Second Reading

Committee stage

Report Stage

Third Reading Stage

Lords Approval Stage

Royal Assent Stage

a paper discussing the issues surrounding the
proposed bill (optional)

a paper stating current policy on the issues
surrounding the proposed bill (optional)

the wording of the Bill is drafted

the Bill is presented formally in Parliament,
usually in the House of Commons, as a
reading with no debate or decision

the Bill is read again to the House and a
debate takes place

a standing committee (a committee of about
18 house members, more for long or
complicated bills) debates whether each
clause and schedule of the Bill should be
kept or dropped

the whole house looks at the amendments
proposed by the standing committee and
propose and debate any of their own

the whole redrafted Bill is read once more in
the House and briefly discussed

the House of Lords takes the Bill and goes
through the same procedure from First to
Third Reading, debating any amendments.
The Lords and Commons agree on a final
text

royal approval is given and the Bill becomes
a statute (Act of Parliament)



Legislative procedure in the United Kingdom cont’d

Important Note: The Parliament Act

The entire process must take place in one Session of Parliament, mean-
ing that a Bill may not be passed purely because it has run out of time.
This means that the House of Lords may °kill” a Bill they don’t wish to
pass (for example the Hunting Bill 2002) by taking an overly long time
to discuss it. In this case the Parliament Act means that the Bill can be
reintroduced and passed in the following Session without the approval

of the Lords, with the following conditions:

1. The Lords had enough time to debate it before the end of the
session (at least one month).

2. The wording of the Bill has not changed since the last
presentation.
3. One year has passed since the Bill was given its Second

Reading in the Commons.

Private Members’ Bills go through the same procedure from First
Reading. However, there is intense competition for the little Parliamen-
tary time available for considering these. Unless the Bill is completely
uncontroversial it is likely to be formally objected to at some stage and
therefore dropped; otherwise it is more or less ‘nodded through’
without much debate.



Legislative procedure in the European Union

Proposal

First Reading

Common Position

Recommendation

Second Reading

Amended proposal

Conciliation committee

Third Reading

the European Commission drafts the text of
a Bill

the European Parliament submits the Bill to
a committee reading and a report is prepared
with suggested amendments

the European Council either accepts the
amended Bill or suggests its own
amendments (NB this is the first point at
which the Bill can be passed)

a further committee assessment is
undertaken of the Council’s proposed
amendments at Parliament and a
recommendation given

Parliament debates the committee’s report
and vote by absolute majority whether to
accept the Council’s amendments and on
further amendments of their own

the Commission looks at Parliament’s
second reading decisions and drafts an
amended proposal for the Council, who vote
whether to accept or modify it (this is the
second point at which the Bill can be passed)

a committee of members from both the
Council and Parliament meet to agree on a
joint text

Parliament meets to finally discuss whether
to adopt the Bill as law. If no mutual
agreement can be reached the Bill will lapse.



Legislative procedure in the United States

of America

Introduction

Referral to Committee

Committee Action 1

Committee Action 2

Markup

Final Committee Action

House Floor
Consideration

Resolving Differences

Final Step

the draft Bill is submitted to the House
without reading or debate (any time while
the House is in session)

the Bill is published and assigned an
identification number, then sent to the
appropriate committee (of 19) according to
its subject

relevant offices and departments give their
input, reports are prepared on the validity of
the Bill and committee meetings are held

a public hearing may be held before a
subcommittee with the questioning of
witnesses and the attendance of interested
parties

the subcommittee prepares a report on the
hearing with any relevant amendments to the
Bill

the full committee reads and amends the Bill
and either reports it back favourably to the
House, tables it or discharges it (thereby
preventing it from progressing any further),
or reports it back without recommendation
(rare)

the committee report is debated in the House
and any further amendments voted on

the Bill is sent to the Senate for
consideration and an identical version is
agreed on by both bodies, possibly with the
help of a mediating committee

the Bill is approved (signed) by the President
and becomes a Law



United Kingdom court structure

Court of Justice of the European Communities (ECJ)
(in cases concerning European law)

House of Lords

Court of Appeal

Criminal Division Civil Division

Crown Court High Court

Magistrates Court ~ County Court



United States of America Federal court structure

Supreme Court

Courts of Appeal Court of Appeal Court of Military
(12 Circuits) (Federal Circuit) Appeals
94 District Courts  Tax Court Courts of Military
Review
v
International Trade Claims Court Court of Veterans’

Court Appeals



The United Kingdom:
Members of the Cabinet

Prime Minister, First Lord of the Treasury and Minister for the Civil Service
Deputy Prime Minister and First Secretary of State
Chancellor of the Exchequer

Leader of the House of Commons

Chief Secretary to the Treasury

Leader of the House of Lords

Lord President of the Council

Secretary of State for Wales

Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs (Lord Chancellor)
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs
Secretary of State for the Home Department

Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Secretary of State for International Development

Secretary of State for Work and Pensions

Secretary of State for Transport

Secretary of State for Scotland

Secretary of State for Health

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland

Secretary of State for Defence

Secretary of State for Trade and Industry

Secretary of State for Education and Skills

Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport

Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury (Government Chief Whip)



Prime Ministers of Great Britain

Tony Blair (Labour)

1997 — Present

John Major (Conservative)

1990 — 1997

Margaret Thatcher (Conservative)
1979 — 1990

James Callaghan (Labour)

1976 — 1979

Harold Wilson (Labour)

1974 - 1976

Edward Heath (Conservative)
1970 — 1974

Harold Wilson (Labour)

1964 — 1970

Sir Alec Douglas-Home
(Conservative)

1963 — 1964

Harold Macmillan (Conservative)
1957 — 1963

Sir Anthony Eden (Conservative)
1955 - 1957

Winston Churchill (Conservative)
1951 -1955

Clement Attlee (Labour)

1945 - 1951

Winston Churchill (Conservative)
1940 — 1945

Neville Chamberlain (Conservative)
1937 — 1940

Stanley Baldwin (Conservative)
1935 - 1937

J Ramsey Macdonald (Coalition)
1931 -1935

J Ramsey Macdonald (Labour)
1929 - 1931

Stanley Baldwin (Conservative)
1924 — 1929

J Ramsey MacDonald (Labour)
1924

Stanley Baldwin (Conservative)
1923 — 1924

A Bonar Law (Conservative)

1922 - 1923

David Lloyd George (Liberal)
1916 — 1922

H H Asquith (Liberal)

1908 — 1916

Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman
(Liberal)

1905 — 1908

A J Balfour (Conservative)
1902 — 1905

Marquess of Salisbury
(Conservative)

1895 — 1902

Earl of Rosebery (Liberal)
1894 — 1895

W E Gladstone (Liberal)

1892 — 1894

Marquess of Salisbury
(Conservative)

1886 — 1892

W E Gladstone (Liberal)

1886

Marquess of Salisbury
(Conservative)

1885 — 1886

W E Gladstone (Liberal)

1880 — 1885

Benjamin Disraeli (Conservative)
1874 — 1880

W E Gladstone (Liberal)

1868 — 1874

Benjamin Disraeli (Conservative)
1868

Earl of Derby (Conservative)
1866 — 1868

Earl Russell (Liberal)

1865 — 1866

Viscount Palmerston (Liberal)
1859 — 1865

Earl of Derby (Conservative)
1858 — 1859

Viscount Palmerston (Liberal)
1855 — 1858

Earl of Aberdeen (Conservative)
1852 — 1855

Earl Of Derby (Conservative)
1852

Lord John Russell (Whig)
1846 1852



Prime Ministers of Great Britain continued

Sir Robert Peel (Tory)
1841 — 1846

Viscount Melbourne (Whig)
1835 - 1841

Sir Robert Peel (Tory)
1834 — 1835

Duke of Wellington (Tory)
1834

Viscount Melbourne (Whig)
1834

Earl Grey (Whig)

1830 - 1834

Duke of Wellington (Tory)
1828 —1830

Viscount Goderich (Tory)
1827 — 1828

George Canning (Tory)
1827

Earl of Liverpool (Tory)
1812 — 1827

Spencer Perceval (Tory)
1809 — 1812

Duke of Portland (Tory)
1807 — 1809

Lord Grenville (Whig)
1806 — 1807

William Pitt (Tory)

1804 — 1806

Henry Addington (Tory)
1801 — 1804

William Pitt (Tory)

1783 — 1801

Duke of Portland (Tory)
1783

Earl of Shelburne (Whig)
1782 -1783

Marquess of Rockingham (Whig)
1782

Lord North (Tory)

1770 — 1782

Duke of Grafton (Whig)
1768 — 1770

Earl of Chatham (Whig)
1766 — 1768

Marquess of Rockingham (Whig)
1765 - 1766

George Grenville (Whig)
1763 — 1765

Earl of Bute (Tory)

1762 — 1763

Duke of Newcastle (Whig)
1757 - 1762

Duke of Devonshire (Whig)
1756 — 1757

Duke of Newcastle (Whig)
1754 - 1756

Henry Pelham (Whig)

1743 — 1754

Earl of Wilmington (Whig)
1742 — 1743

Sir Robert Walpole (Whig)
1721 - 1742



Structure of a British Government Department:
The Department of Trade and Industry

Minister

Secretary of State for Trade and Industry

Ministers of State

Minister for E-Commerce and Competitiveness
Private Secretary

Minister of State (Trade)
Private Secretary

Minister of State for Industry and the Regions
Private Secretary

Minister for Women and Equality
Private Secretary

Minister of State for International Trade and Investment
Private Secretary

Parliamentary Under-Secretaries of State

Minister for Employment Relations, Competition and Consumers
Private Secretary

Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Science and Innovation
Private Secretary

Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Small Business and Enterprise
Private Secretary

Officials
Permanent Secretary
Private Secretary

Directorates

Director General for the Business Group
Director General for the Innovation Group
Director General for the Energy Group
Director General for the Fair Markets Group
Director General for the Services Group
Director General for the Legal Services Group

Office of Science and Technology

Head of the Office of Science and Technology

Chief Scientific Adviser

Director of Transdepartmental Science and Technology
Director General of Research Councils

Director of the Science and Engineering Base Group

Strategy Unit

Director of Strategy

Chief Economic Adviser
Director General of Economics

UK Trade and Investment

Group Chief Executive of UK Trade and Investment
Chief Executive

Deputy Chief Executive

Corporate Strategy and Communications Group



Kings and Queens of England since 1066

House of Windsor
Elizabeth I1
Head of the
Commonwealth
1952 — Present
George VI
1936 — 1952
Edward VIII
1936

George V

1910 - 1936

House of
Saxe-Coburg
Edward VII
1901 - 1910

House of Hanover
Victoria
1837 -1901
William IV
1830 — 1837
George 1V
1820 - 1830
George I11
1760 — 1820
George 11
1727 - 1760
George 1
1714 - 1727

House of Stuart
Anne

1702 - 1714
William 1T

1694 — 1702

Mary II & William II1

1689 — 1694
James 11
1685 — 1688
Charles 11
1660 — 1685
The Commonwealth
1649 — 1659
Charles I
1625 — 1649
James I
1603 — 1625

House of Tudor
Elizabeth I

1558 — 1603
Mary I

1553 — 1558

Jane

1553 (reigned for 14
days)

Edward VI

1547 — 1553
Henry VIII

1509 — 1547
Henry VII

1485 — 1509

House of York
Richard III
1483 — 1485
Edward V

1483

Edward IV
1461 — 1483

House of Lancaster
Henry VI

1422 — 1461

Henry V

1413 1422

Henry IV

1399 - 1413

House of Plantagenet
Richard II
1377 - 1399
Edward III
1327 - 1377
Edward II
1307 - 1327
Edward 1
1272 - 1307
Henry 111
1216 — 1272
John

1199 - 1216
Richard I
1189 -1199
Henry II
11541189

House of Normandy
Stephen

1135-1154

Henry 1

1100-1135

William IT

1087 — 1100

William 1

1066 — 1087



The United States of America:
Members of the Cabinet

The President of the United States

The Vice-President of the United States
Secretary of State

Secretary of the Treasury

Secretary of Defense

Secretary of Commerce

Attorney-General

Secretary of the Interior

Secretary of Agriculture

Secretary of Labor

Secretary of Health and Human Services
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
Secretary of Transportation

Secretary of Energy

Secretary of Education

Secretary of Veterans’ Affairs

Ambassador to the United Nations

US Trade Representative

Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency
Director, Office of Management and Budget
National Security Adviser

‘White House Chief of Staff
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Presidents of the United States of America

George W Bush (Republican)
2001 — Present

William Clinton (Democrat)
1993 — 2001

George Bush (Republican)
1989 — 1993

Ronald Reagan (Republican)
1981 — 1989

Jimmy Carter (Democrat)
1977 — 1981

Gerald Ford (Republican)
1974 — 1977

Richard M Nixon (Republican)
1969 — 1974

Lyndon B Johnson (Democrat)
1963 — 1969

John F Kennedy (Democrat)
1961 — 1963

Dwight D Eisenhower (Republican)

1953 — 1961

Harry S Truman (Democrat)
1945 -1953

Franklin D Roosevelt (Democrat)
1933 — 1945

Herbert Hoover (Republican)
1929 — 1933

Calvin Coolidge (Republican)
1923 — 1929

Warren Harding (Republican)
1921 -1923

Woodrow Wilson (Democrat)
1913 - 1921

William H Taft (Republican)
1909 - 1913

Theodore Roosevelt (Republican)
1901 — 1909

William McKinley (Republican)
1897 — 1901

Grover Cleveland (Democrat)
1893 — 1897

Benjamin Harrison (Republican)
1889 — 1893

Grover Cleveland (Democrat)
1885 — 1889

Chester Arthur (Republican)
1881 — 1885

James Garfield (Republican)
1881

Rutherford Hayes (Republican)
1877 — 1881

Ulysses S Grant (Republican)
1869 — 1877

Andrew Johnson (Republican)
1865 — 1869

Abraham Lincoln (Republican)
1861 — 1865

James Buchanan (Democrat)
1857 — 1861

Franklin Pierce (Democrat)
1853 — 1857

Millard Fillmore (Whig)

1850 — 1853

Zachary Taylor (Whig)

1849 — 1850

James Polk (Democrat)

1845 — 1849

John Tyler (Whig)

1841 — 1845

William Harrison (Whig)
1841

Martin Van Buren (Democrat)
1837 — 1841

Andrew Jackson (Democrat)
1829 — 1837

John Quincy Adams
(Democrat — Republican)

1825 -1829

James Monroe

(Democrat — Republican)

1817 — 1825

James Madison

(Democrat — Republican)

1809 — 1817

Thomas Jefferson

(Democrat — Republican)

1801 — 1809

John Adams (Federalist)

1797 — 1801

George Washington (Federalist)
1789 — 1797



