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Eﬁgﬁgﬁﬁﬂ 'ﬂ“iﬂk G“ide [Language Familiarization and Grammar Qverview]

Tntroduction to Spoken Pashto: Pashto is a language spoken in Afghanistan and

7. Pashto Alphabet (Central Dialect) |

Download from:aghalibrary.cm

sseAsid vsn

Pakistan. Spoken Pashto has a number of different dialects. The three major dialects are: & < & u o |
Central, Bastern, and Southern. The Central dialect is used in Kabul, Logar, Wardak, s T 1= ' i
Paktia, Pakiika provinces and the Northern part of Afghanistan. The Eastern dialect is 82}1 Ta¥1 tal}; paz bay | ali
mainly spoken in Nangarhar, Laghman, and Kunar provinces of Afghanistan as well as in a @ pa bah | a2
and around Peshawar Pakistan. The Southwestern dialect is spoken in south-west parts of ) - "
Afghanistan, such as, Ghazni, Zabul, Kandahar, Helmand, Orozgan as well as in (G C C C d ) a
Baluchistan (a province of Pakistan). The dialects differ in the way speakers pronounce a | | 52y zhay | khay | Hay | chay | jeem
small number of sounds and some vocabulary. tsah | zhah | khah | Hah | chah iah
Introduction to Written Pashto: Pashto is written from right to left. The Pashto . 7 5
alphabet has 45 letters, 13 more than the typical Arabic alphabet. The written Pashto is J -4 J v
more standardized compared to the spoken Pashto. Pashto shares letters with Arabic, Dari zay | Ray | ray | Zaal | Daal | daal.
(Farsi), Urdu and Baluchi. The letters are connected in a “joined-up” style similar to zah | Rah | rah | Zah | Dah | dan
English cursive and the same letter will take different shapes depending on where ina . - P
word it appears and which other letters of the alphabet come before and after. N N e 2 _ ~
Word Order/Sentence Structure: In Pashto, in a simple sentence, the subject comes swa;d ’g‘l:ﬁz Sh;E‘ Se:l“ GGa}'* Jhay
first, the object second and the verb at the end. Example: Sl 5 sah_|Gah*| jhah
Iread a book zeh kitaab Iwalem algl i 0 w E £ 5 LT
Word order: 1 (a)book read fay | ghain | aain | zway | tway dwaad
Cases: Pashto has two types of cases: Direct and Indirect/Oblique. In the fah | ghah | aash | zwah | twah | dwah
indirect/oblique case nouns, adjectives, adverbs and pronouns change forms. Please, refer -
to the respected sections for more detailed explanations. 2 J | ()< S )
Pashto Letters in Different Positions (Initial, Medial, Final, and Final-Unattached) meen 1?:;“ gﬁf iﬁf Qaaf
Final | Medial |.Initial. | Indep./final TFinal | Medial | Initial" |- Indepi/final- m g h Qah
~ynattached S el 0 unattached: A) 5 . .
e e —c ua L - i 4 ( ) 3 ¢ J
- - = waw | NooN | noon
e e -2 ) - —_ - (- wah | Nah | nah
2% L o5 B2} ‘ o - - - P P s
' N . "  — - " . 5
b. _h- Jﬂ JQ | [ el Gl yay yay yay yay
t" - = a Cu K K & ei ay ee ai
: : b & . > . P * Dialect Differences
& - "; g b - - “ Souiiestima | “ Eastern * | Central | Alphabet
i 4 ) -} &= -— N d jhah gah Gah 3
L} % .3 L.é Eh N A | E xshah khah xhah U
L& = 2 : :
e S S S = |~ = r sab * shah | shab )
— — ( . - > *+ Not applied to names.
S S = ( )= e Sl A C
i 1 3 d i c : . . Vowels: 1 Long vowels:
‘_ L}' %7 G i — - C ZF: “;“4 in r-Emelﬁ'WOi'd
ok x ) Tall | Hi Salaam
C)‘ L 3 L.J Ky - - A Horse aaas
. - - Tool § Red soor
& —* - ¢ ?- - - ? More § House kor J 35 ou
. 93 - - - 4 Also | You taaso suldl o 3
“ 4= A b > - - J Pour | Cat | peeshau yie:\ au
- - - - - Sarah | Cup | peyaalah | 43y | ab
> x 4 2 D
L - - T J." - - j Heart zReh ) ch
T " Man saRai Sy al
b -t - -
. - = ¢ - Sa -2 Men saRec | (g yut| c€
=y & —:" = - - ‘.)' Apples malNay L,ﬂ‘“ ay T
€ - - 15 & i = A Egg hagei b el
2] - - s J v o — l A | Come raazei | ie2N0] e
- "~ Short vowels:
Note: In general, most short vowels are usually not written. Ocasionally, Pashto uses diacretic marks Sup | Man saRai | g | @
\with-some Arabic origin words, e.g: (for example — masalan — Yia), (right now — failan ~ Sady etc. | | Pin | Book | kitaab } US| © /i )
Wood| Flower gul d_’g olu :
Daw ol ookin
(- o >
’



- { ar Bf"lfl{(lﬂs L5 4. Ordinal Kumpers - i 5,7 iy
Hello. salaam aalaikum. p5le bl ¥ [lomRai N3
(Peace be upon you.) ¢ (Zwal;l ! G‘XJ 7 owam eJJ‘
Hello to you too. waalaikum salaam. . ?j,u, ?s_dg 3 . (‘-L‘ﬂ)
(And Peace be upon you.) - 2" |dwaham ok 92 8" atam Al
Welcome. steRai / steRay meh fdea g i [ o 3" |drayam 9" h
) e S (5 Y e nanam e
(\Ix\//la]y you not be tired.) Shiyl-(h — (fem) /_(mase) | | [4% [tsaloram | aygla|107 |lasam | auad
elcome. pe air raaghlei. Ay 3 Ay i 07
(Come with blessing.) ub el Sm pinzam e—“——‘-,l 100 - selam ?L‘”
Thank you, khwaar / khwaarah L\’.u Aaolsd [ Jlsa 6~ |shpaGam pori| 10007 zeram 2o
(May you not be poor.) meh shay. (fem) / (masc)
How are you? tsengah yay / yaast? ?g,wl_", / (s AE3% 5 ﬂayg ofthe week z;-‘ 97 Gf’ L9l ) 45"'“ J
. ' (pl, s-form) / (s-inf) Saturday shanbah
(A;"e you okay? ” joR / joRah yay? NELSUCY ST Sunday | yakshanbah M; T
1€ you ne !
Y Y , (fem) / (masc) Monday | doshanbah R
Are you okay? peh khair yay? ?@ B E! o
Are you in : Tuesday sayshanbah AL A
peace/prosperity? Wednesday | chaarshanbah | 4.1 jlga
(It is your) kindness. mehrabaanee. P Ky Thursday | panjshanbah KA
Thank you. manenah / tashakur. . JSUJ:, [ Alla Friday jumaah dxaa
Nice to see / meet you.  |peh leedo mo pod LI s sa gad Ay ..
khushaalah shwom. £ > ’ 6. Montlis of the year 55 JS >
Nice to see / meet you  |zeh hum khushaaalah 2 g AU A aR 5] 3/21-4/20 Hamal PN
t00. shwom. 4/21-5/20 Sawar s
Have a good day/night. |wraz / shpah mo/day IS A o ga dadi / C BY) 5/31-6/20 jawzaa Diss
peh khair. s. inf / s.form, pl. -
In God's safet de khudai peh amaan “lal 4y gl3A 3 6/21-7720 sarataan Ve
Sl Y ; - khl; - e iﬂ . 71218120 asad 2l
(gggdyl;);e)ace Bondness | peh el mo JE S g 8/21-9/20 sunbalah 4l
See you tOmOITOW. sabaa bah sarah 50580/ 55 5.9 0y A3 Lt 9/21-10/20 meezadn Gl
weweenoo / Wegooroo. 10/21-11/720 aaqrab w e
_ . 11/21-12/20 aws et
3, Cardinal Numbers 30 |dayrsh AR v 12/21-1720 jaddee G
e gidn 3 31 |vaudayssh | il & " 1212120 dalwah b g
. . > £\
I Tyau MK Z? tsalwayxht ‘-w:ih ¢ 2/21-3/20 Hoot G
yau Cuduy ola B A
2 |dwah i ! tsalwayxht B > Note: The above names of the months are
3 |dray 7] Jj’ ¥ 50 |panzhos Cash L o commonly used; although, pure Pashto words for
4 ts.alour J 5&; £ ST [yau panzhos | usdls 52 X months also exist.
5 |pinzhah Aau e 60 |shpayteh Al T
6 |shpazh/shpaG | 1 61 |yaushpayteh | dipd g 1Y 7 Colors 45
7 {oweh 593! Y 70 |auyeaa Ll Ve - Black |tour XY
8 |ateh .‘L\S i A 71 |yau auyeaa L) & A White |speen o
9 |nah/nahah A fdgd 14 80 |atyean | " - o
- e 00T
10 |las o Ve 81 |yau atyeaa Ll AN J“%'u
11 |yauoolas oadese (VY 50 Tnavee s s Green |sheen/ ]
12 |dowolas cdegs (VY 91 |yau nauce (5:93 ™ 33 zarghoon OJ‘"‘JQ
13 |deyarlas wdlas 1YY 100 s - O . aaabee / / ‘—"’1
14 |tswarlas el [V 101 |yausiau A e m T aaasrna'anee L?_-,m‘
15 |pinzhalas u.uha.g Vo yau zayR/jhaR | L3/ 5
16 |shpaaRas wugrd (A1 200 |dwah sawah by 094 Yo gulaapee / J
17 {owualas oadgsl 1YY 201 g:’ig usawah 52 8 by 09 ™ gulaabee u—'js
13 atalas L)’“L‘ \A 1000 |zir J.j Yaen naswaaree LSJ‘J“A';
19 |nolas/nonas w4si | V4 700000 [sel zarah / o5 Veoons
2 ;
20 |shul Ja v |- yau lak P kheR A
21 lyau weesht <udussy | YV [1000000|yau miloon ‘ol g Yoavann baanjaanee Al
naaranjee PESP




3 Time - 45

8. 8584spNs - 4 shad /4 gass g0

8.1: Current - Jgeh/ougl/ d= Spring pesarlai A
Now 055§ ot Summer dobai / owRai sas) /283
Today nun ot Fall menai i
This week daa / daghah (9)) 45dn 483 [ Winter jhemai oy
haftah (onei)
This month | daa/daghah Culla dSa [ 2 10 Weather - s
Tﬁis o Zgi::lh ! = How is the weather? |hawaa tsengah dah? o0 483K |54
Y San 1t is sunny / nice. hawaa saafah dah. / LA a3 ddlia |
) A _ a5k /, 9h
8.2: Past - ,__,mLa Id\.@_n‘).,:u _ : hawaa xhah dah. _ .
Yesterday | paroon oYyY What is the . deba.anday de hawaa Tod 55 Al | sh 3 gaibi
The day eRmah wraz/ T 723 % temperature outside? |darajah tso dah?
‘ The weather outside |debaanday hawaa dwah K} Y il
before Eaioon nah haghah Ju Adh AS g is 2 degrees daraay th O3 20 T IR b
esterda el paroon . . - -
Y Y P U3 It’s warm / hot. hawaa tawdah/garmah L3 Aa S [oagi ek
Last week | tayrah haftah (onei) | (A) 4384 o dah.
Last month | tayrah meyiaasht Cudila o yg| | IS cold. 222’33 saRah / yakhah DI AR [ b | g
tayr kaal ¥ - ~
Last year Byr xad d< A8 It’s windy. baad lagayGee. gt Ak
The year weRem kaal JSaus s clond m 5on 'L‘ﬁ, 3 :
before last s cloudy. awaa wrayz dah. Lo C_?Jj Y
© 1t’s stormy. hawaa toofaanee dah. 03 gk ) g
8.3: Future - - ‘*5\"3&" - " 1t's raining. baaraan aorayGee. (St Ok
:ll:im;)rrow; sabaa - TRYE L.w It’s snowing. waawrah aorayGee. REESSTEBTIN:
e day after | sabaa na 2 X X 3 B .
{OMOTTOW bel sabaa It’s foggy. hawaa kheRah dah. Lo A | ok
Next week raatioonkay | (Al ) A3dn Sl
haftah (onei)
Next month | raatloonkay Cudilya (S50 11 Direciions - 4iglaws /(5 gl 55
meyiaasht : North shamaal db“":‘
Next year Laatlloonkal JIs Sty South Tomoob (sohall) ( ) s
aa Js4 o
East sharq (khateez) (Imarkhateh) (4_‘,1_'; JA) (C__a:.) LEJ“"
8.4: Times of the day - DSy Sy West gharb (lwaydeez) (@A" "95) g
Day wraz Y (lmarpraywateh / lmar . )
Night shpah i lwaydeh) (o5t ol / 4520z )
% Northeast | shamaal sharq (shamaal eid Jlad) (3 Jlad
Morning ahaar o ortheas }S(h ﬁzz)s arq (shama ( 4 dLu.u) o] Jladi
Late morning tsaaxht mahaal Il cuadd Northwest |shamaal gharb (shamaal (Fis! Jlady e Jlad
Noon gharmah Ve Southeast 1uayd'l3)621)1 (junoob khateez) (&= LY iyl
' outheast |junoob sharq (junoob khateez A i gia) (B Qi
h *pule vl
Afternoon maaspaxheen (& o . Southwest |Junoob gharb (junoob (G L o i) E s
Late afternoon | maazdeegar S la Iwaydeez)
Evening maaxhaam et_‘:ﬁ,\,Q ‘ . '
Late evening | Maakhustan/ Cfidoala/( fuudla Right xhai laas (raastah laas) (oY Al ) Y (o
maaskhutan Left keeN laas (chap laas) (Ufg <) oY oS
Midnight neemah shpah @.& Aoyl Straight mekhaamekh (seedah) |53 43 [ 0 ) C"‘b"‘
8.5: What time is it? ?Lgi e J-:- Back shaa tah,(woroostah), - sa L/ (d:xuj,)&) 45 L
What time | tso bajay dee? T od oo - == Do’s and Don’ts in Pashtoonlglgi]t:ltge.
is it? 05
1. : Offer salaam to those you Do not stare, touch or shake hand with
Itis 1:00 yawah bajah dah. e ‘Lu e know and those you don't women unless they extend their hands first.
It is quarter | paau baanday .03 day 0.5 (g aily by know. Greet from a standing
past one. yawah bajah dah. position.
Itis 1:30. | yawahneemah o8 Ao Ao g If invited for food, try every Don’t say that you do not like the food;
bajah dah. dish offered, unless you can’t instead, say you do not eat such food.
It is quarter | paau kam dway S5 e S gl eat due to your diet or belief.
to two. bajay dee. Search women by female Don’t ask men about their wives, daughters
Ttis 2:00. dway bajay dee. L8 22 592 staff, if needed. or sisters.
- 7 :
Itis 10 past ]lja:a?::r}l’ciiglah o5 \1‘-"/‘; Al o Treat religious objects, such as | Do not criticize religion or religious
one- bajah dah. 342 Quran, prayer rugs, etc. with observances.
Jtis ten to las kam yawah Lo Aay b gy \,S od respect.
one. bajah dah.




4 VERBS A3 31’3 4.4: Imperfective and Perfective forms of verbs: All verb forms

Verbs describe actions. _ involve Tense and Aspect (completion of action). Aspect could either be
_ Imperfective or Perfective. The Perfect form is generally made by adding 4 at
4.1: Infinitives Iaa the beginning of the Imperfective formofaverb. ________
~iTenses Tmipetfective v he il - Peffectivé (Imperfective 57 ,
Al infinitives in Pashto end with ( laam - J). . -
Exception: The verb To Be has no infinitive. For writing a letter. tys .+ |Ishould . .
conjugation, please see Tenses and conjugations. Present (continuously or 5 B 0 write a letter. PS5 Ba )
habitually)
4.2: Types of verbs: In Pashto, there are two T am able to /
. ’ s 1 should be 2 .
groups of verbs: Simple verbs and Derivative verbs. lfcftzsnet?zgl canwritea | .o (o150 Jad o Jfable to write AT l”- b o)
| a. Simple verbs A ghad ey ?:Ebe 2 leter .
toread | lwustel S g Future |writing a oSl bd Ao {\:;111 witea | aSily A 4y o)
toeat | khwaRel duss letter. etter. -
. . 1 will be able 16 ba . i 16 o Jas .
b. Derivative verbs A gled (Bhia PF?mf.e o lobe writing a - }n el {owxgxlilt)ee: e I ih eJ
Verbs that are made of two or more elements OTHE etter. o letter. oft
(compound verbs and prefixed verbs). Past I was writing a Lil, |Iwmotea ki L
M 3 letter, oo letter. LT
b-1. Compound verbs Al glad L ya Iewzrs e =
By adding auxiliary verbs (kawel) or (kaydel) to the Past .\ . .y Ilwasableto . .
stem of nouns or adjectives, Potential ?;t:;rmng 2 |.d Sl bA L write a letrer. S Sy ba b
jhobul kawul Jas dus) K r .
to hurt . : <ol SEEP Writing a 454 3 Write a .
jhoblawul (‘J&LJJ) Lmperativel, o letter. A B4 letter. Asly b
o vet hurt jhobul kaydul d-\és ‘LS:UJ . Notel: Most of the actions in the Present tense e.g. (I write/I am writing) are
g jhoblaydul (J.\.éb Jj) expressed using the Imperfective form of verbs. Perfective form is used only
todic | meR kaydul Jag g in subjunctive mode using the words, shall/should - &% , hope - (S8 may

- 24, that - (2, etc.
b-2. Prefixed (directional) verbs: When the e that - o3, efc

directional pronouns (raa - Iy, dar- )3, war - 28 are | Note2: The perfective form of (to become-kayGem-pyS ) is (shern-e-\-'74 ).

used with a verb, the meaning of the verb changes Imperfective | I get tired. zeh steRai kayGam. LAS (g P b
aicc;rd.ingly: Example: (to take - wRel - {.LUZ} ‘ Perfective {i?;g?/ get :ggli.haayee steRai (‘*:‘ 5 u—.’L‘-" 03
o bring TaawRal 290
(to mefus)
to bring darwRal Jd )57 || 4.5: Present Tense Adla ‘\-ijb- / J
(to you) s./pl. 3 a. Verb TO BE:
to bring 2503 || FA atnSingul 7 Plural o5
(to him/herfitthem) | "2TVR ingu o
: Iam | zuhyum | a4 | ) W: moonG yoo kY Hoa
4.3: Trapsitive and Intransitive verbs: a
All verbs whose infinitives end in (yaydel-d-:‘;‘) are youare| tuhyay o | Al you taasay/taaso ] Sy / (el
intransitive. The verbs that end in (wel - Js) are : are | Yaast/yel I e 1 sals
) he is dai dai @Y | e yaastei il
transitive, and those that end in (laam -d) could
either be transitive or intransitive. Compound verbs sheis | daadah od 1 they dooi dee 4 5.5
that end with (kawel — J$S) are transitive and those ae

Notel: Subject pronouns (43 « »J, etc.) are often omitted. Therefore, (. ¢ o2,

. _ .\.LS . .
that end with (kaydel J 43 ) are intransitive. etc.) would also mean (I am, you are, etc.)

a. Intransitive Verbs 4 ghad L_s"‘\jY Note2: Other verbs also conjugate based on the affixed personal pronouns or
An intransitive verb requires only the subject and the | personal endings. These endings are always attached to the stem of each verb,
verb itself: which is often different from the infinitive form.

I wake/get up. | zuh paatsayGam | o35k 00| Affixed personal pronouns or Personal endings for other verbs in

I sit down. zuh kxhaynam. ?“i"“"‘s o_|| Pashto (Present tense):

P e 7 Singular i e o Plurall o

b. Transitive Verbs 42 gxia - - - " oG | =
A transitive verb transmits action to a direct object: ¢ - 3 i =

Iread (a) zuh kitaab A€o e . . taasay / | /o™

book. Iwalum. ' ‘,J & . tuh “ ¢ taaso ol

t food. h DoDei : ; : ) :
Teatioo IZCE orur(;. : RS LUIELES ee & | dai/daa a/sal ee |" dooi | 3




| ¢. Intransitive verbs
c-1. Stem does not change —

Imperfective: The stem is the same as

the infinitive stem. Replace the last (dul -J4 ) to 4 plus the personal
endings. e.g.: to live — osaydul —~ d-‘-uu‘

d. Traunsitive verbs
d-1. Stem does not change - Imperfective: The stem is the

same as the infinitive stem. Infinitive without the final Jis the
stem: Replace the last J with the personal endings. e.g.: to do

CSingular L A e U Plural s e —kawul — J.58;
1live zuh o sl 0 we | moonG e - “Singular :- ) Plural * -, -
osayGum | '™¢ live | osayGoo Szt g} zuh . moonG .
o - Tdo kawum psSel| wedo kawoo 355 isa
. tuh .| you |taasay/taaso | sl gl
you live a o gl A ) : . taasay/ e
osayGay | ~ live | osayGei (6 g 8 you do tuh 6845l youdo taasg Sealli/ el
he/she | dai/daa 13 /2 they dooi 69 kaway | = kawei 558
lives | osayGee | (gugtsl | live | osayGee (6 st g} ; 13 /gd :
Tt Exaa he/she does dz:f::k /s they do ki?exc S5 59
Perfective: Add s to the beginning of the imperfective form, e.g.: g i

[ may live here — zuh xhaayee deltah weosayGum- eJ;-;‘-“U\J 4l LﬂL“‘ %)

c-2. Stem changes - Imperfective: The stem is different from the

Jdss).

infinitive. e.g.: to go — tlul - (.u-‘ The ‘stem/root is (zhuh A)

Note: All the compound verbs that end with (kawul -1$5)
follow the above conjugation rules. e.g.: (khaberay kawul —

JsS b ), (kaar kawul ~J$8 OIS ), (lowbay kawul - (280

Singular . < Plural™ Perfective: The perfective form is 3+ (kRul - JS).
zuh . - moonG . 1 should work — zuh baayad kaar wekRum - p59 salio)
Lgo zem o) we go 200 S e .
tuh . | taasay/taaso | $li/ ould | | d-2. Stem changes - Imperfective: The stem is different
you go 45 Jyougo . ) o .
zay zel 7 from the infinitive. e.g.: to look — katel — JiS: The stem/root
he/she |dai/daa X dooi : 11 s (gor 285,
3 /4 | they go XN : :
goes zee | < V8 zee o= - Singular .- “Plural
Perfective: The perfective form is (wlaaR - 243) plus the zuh owe moonG )
I'look pass ) 3058 s
conjugated auxiliary verb (shwul - Jadi ). e.g.: gorum look goTo0 g

1 should go — zuh baayad wlaaR shum - f““’ BRCETEEN]

Perfective: The perfective formis: 3 + the imperfective:
I should look — zuh baayad wegorum - 559 b 0

e. Present Potential: The particle (ai -
of a verb. e.g.: (to talk khaberay kawul — J$8 5. 3)

¢ or ) plus the conjugated auxiliary verb (shwul —

J$< ) are added to the infinitive

- Potential Imperfecnve'(able to’/.can speak) i
Smgulal D B A *|Notel: The same rules apply to the Perfective
. . . x s forms of verbs.
-ai shum 95 (5 o) -ai shoo| g L;L“S 5> S . . . . . .
euuj ' i (51 59 (o b [ iS8558 s (U
-ai shay| (o (A5S G A% -aishei| (oS98 s | suli/ el [l5d 6l Sy s e/ S A88s oA b
. N . . . ote2: (kawulai — (458 ) is also used as
-ai shee| (o ‘-55 SIS b/ @d |-al shee| (o U'S S gt "973'i (kawulaai — %3S ) and (kawai— 535 ). |
: . Potential Imperfective i’ - o e ———~
I amableto/can | zuhkhaberay | o oS 5 5id 0] I should be able to speak. zuh baayad khaberay u! 35 Y] (15 i .L:L: 5}
speak. kawulai shum. wekawulai shum.

f. Negation: The particle (nuh 43) is used either before or inside verbs to form negation. e.g.: tsexhul - Jed, raawRul - Jasly, to lie
- derwaagh wayul — s £15, (to talk — khaberay kawul ~ JsS ¢s.5)

Simple :|T do not drink tea. zuh chaai nuh tsexhum/cheshum. ?.w%/(».us. A slae)
verb j
Negation of | praf; ed 1 do not bring office:  |zuh de daftar kampeuTar kor tah nuh -{‘.4.9’.) 4345 568 sl JBI N0
Imperfective re 1XEC - computer home. raawRurmn. ) i
Verbs Compound He does not lie. haghah derwaagh nuh waayee. o A gl daa
. |l amnot able/can not  |zuh khaberay kawelai nuh shum / khaberay (RsS adi Ad g A [ A Ad u! 58 g 0]
Potential speak. nuh shum kawelai. S 4 & '
Simple |Ishould not drink tea. |zuh baayad chaai we nuh tsexhum/cheshurm. . ‘w;.}/(wi A glanbie]
verb : )
. ' I should not bring zuh baayad de daftar kampeuTar kor tah raa 208 d 1y AT o8 el mhaaalia)
ﬁlieg?s::}vif Prefixed office computer home. |nuh wRurm. ® . ) :
e{'} erb; Compound|He should not lie. haghah baayad derwaagh we nuh waayee. el g A8 g Ehgun b daa
. .- |Imaynotbeableto  |zuh xhaayee khaberay wekawelai nuh shum/ | 43 g (g suS/adh 43 585 s b ol o)
Patential f__.a. Thahnrearr sannh chuam s lnd i j ool




| 4.6: Future Tense 4k uﬁjﬂb
a. Imperfective and Perfective Forms: The future tense is formed from the present tense by adding the particle (bah 42 ) after
the subJect both in perfectlve and imperfective case of a verb. e.g.: Transitive verb - to write - leekul - Lls-‘-‘

R AT utiife Tmperfective utire perfectiy ot
I w1ll be erth a letter. |zuh bah khat ‘J\g b 4y o) I will write a letter; zuh bah khat ?S_d g Jad 4y 6 |
: leekum. weleelaum. i )
You will be writing a letter. | tuh bah khat| — Sdbd 4545 You will write a letter. tuh bah khat wSdy bd Ay
leekay. ' weleekay. ’ )
He/Shel will be writing a | dai/daa bah | , SV ki 4313/ g2 | He/She will write a letter. | dai/daa bah khat |, Sdgked 4318/ g2
letter. khat leekee. weleekee. ) )

Notel: Omission of the subject pronouns, e.g. (I, He/She, etc.) is common. (See chart below):
IILMEZ Generally, the parttcle (bap 4—’ ) Fakes the second position in a sentence with or w1thout the subj ect pronouns, as listed below:
I will be writing a letter. khat bah leckum. S5 Ay bd I will write a letter. khat bah weléekum 951\1 g Al Ja.é.

T will be writing a letter next| bulah haftah bah | ki 4y 4%k 41y |T will write a letter next| bulah haftah bah khat | ki 4y 41ds 4l
week. . khat leekum. A5 ‘ week. weleekum. Sl g

b Potentlal Forms. The future potential is formed following the same rules as present tense.
o © Fufire Poténtial; Imperfecuve ‘Future Potential Perfective "

Imllbeableto zuh bah A - SAUNTETTEEYE zuh bah khaberay HUJJSJ GJJ;A.HU

1 will be able to
keep speaking. | khaberay speak. wekawulai shem.
kawulai shem.

c. Negation in Future: It is formed following the same rules as present tense. e.g.: (PS5t A A Lay, (a5 A g4 biy

47:Past Tense  Akaj o/ ol c. Past Imperfective(Continuous) (aka (5 saiul
a. Verb TO BE: e.g.i to live — osaydul d-\-\uj\ (vx)
b Singdlart. It Singiilar
Twas| wum | p3 23 were | YOO 33 He Iwas | zuh 05 w“ge moonG i
, living josaydum pdog ) livi osaydoo .
YOU L way sy | AT v 69 | [l e sy
were 7 were Gl g | g .
waast you wh A3 YOU N aasay/taaso L/, ol
he wu 3 were osayduy A gl were osaydei F
3 livi E=4I v ¢
was | (wuh) | ((03) ¢ they | woo 33 JRTR T 1ving ' HVing syl
she , : were | (wuh) | (29) | vt dai @9 they
wah 59 fa he was dooi K
was o osaydo/ | / gl | were R
living . g . osaydel
osaydai | 4 g living gl
b. Intransitive Verbs (vi): Subjects determine the endings. The
following endings are added to the end of infinitives (all imperfective | | she was | dai/daa K Svl:r}; dooi 599
and most of the perfective) and to the stem of some perfective verbs. living |osaydah | syl living osayday (&t g)
. -Singular , 0
um a zuh | ) | .00 S |moonG| s Note; The final J is often omitted (for shortening
n | ] . |taasay/| - /‘ 5 purposes) (osaydum -p2=43!) is also pronounced as
ay ¢ L e G | taaso |7 ™ (osaydelum -pldpeu gl ).

ouh | 8/ | dai | (¢ Noendings | ,; |¢5* /63*1| g Past Perfective (Simple Past) (la dilka

rescer " d-1.1 1, add th i fective / i
_ : -1. In general, add $ to the past imperfective / continuous
ah 5 | daa | M ay ¢ | dooi 53"? f)/ 63 form: & '

Imperfective | | was living | zuh osaydum poagl 8]
Perfective I lived zuh weosaydum | adeiglg o)

d-2. For some irregular verbs, add the personal endings to
the stems of the verbs in the present perfective form.

e.g.: stem of present perfective for (to go-tul-J&) is

(wlazR - J33).
Imperfective | I was going| zuh tlum alio)
Dovfantiva T wiant rarh sorfanTRiim AN aal




d-3. A few irregular verbs will change the §EE€SS from the last
syllable (imperfective/continuous) to the first syllable

(perfective/simple past). e.g.: (to get up - paatsaydul - d-‘eﬂ-} )

Imp. | I was getting up | zuh patsaygum fiig&\.,i 'S
Perf. I gotup zuh Patsaydum @.:;z&;gi) '

e. Transitive verbs (vt) (Imperfective/Continuous):
The ending of the verb is based on the gender and number of

the direct object. e.g: (to see — leedul -Jady

#1, The personal pronouns (zuh - ®.J, tuh - 4%, etc.) change to their
oblique/indirect forms, (maa - La, taa - U, etc. ). See chart #2.1, a.

*2. The verb endings for 3™ person singular masculine (direct
object “a boy” in the chart) vary in different regions:

Eastern/Central: Colloquial - (leeduh - sxdy) or
formal — (leedelo / leedo —334d /gy,
Southwest: Colloquial -(leedai - ), or formal - (leedulai - )

#3, The final J is often omitted (for shortening purposes):

ST [

lvyowthey ... masa/taa/dooi ... " ‘et . .
W};S seeigg a boy halak leeduh/leedai s gl [ pad S | | £ Transitive Verbs (vt) (Perfective/Simple Past): In general,
,_| | add 3 to the past imperfective / continuous formu:
Tyou/they ... maa/taa/dooi ... TR ST Uyou/they ...  [maa/taa/dobi ... L sbl
was seeing the boys jhalak leedul J o sty Imperfective | was seeinga  [njelei leedah/
4 . At 7 ead
maa/taa/dooi 3/ a girl eedulah . '
NN i 3 5
Vyouthey .. |njele leedh/ vy Alnd T ond dni| | Pertective |VYOUEY - maaliaafdooi .. | (o s gL
Sseeimga s leedulah 3 I e saw a girl “J'ele;c\l‘llﬂa% ! dladg /oady
. maa/taa/dooi ... e8Il
e . . . m . .
was seeing a girls njoonay leeday / "3 ‘«’J - /‘154":! e
leedulay

4.8: Present Perfect
This tense refers to an action that started in the past and continues to occure to the present moment or the action ended at some earlier
time. The Present Perfect is formed by the Past Participle of a verb plus the verb TO BE (Present tense). To form Past Participle of

most intransitive verbs, add (ai — &, ee - i, ay — ¢ ) at the end of their infinitive forms.

a. Intransitive verbs: Past Participle + TO BE (present tense) - conjugated based on the gender and number of the subject.
e.g.: The past particple of (to live - osaydul — Jagshy: :

The verb
TO BE
(Present Tense)

e

e

osaydulai ARTIRY m. s
osaydulee L;hg-w ) m. pl
osaydulay g;-kg-w o f. s./pl.

Participle of a verb. e.g.

Add the Vers TO BE (PreSenl Nse) 10 e Past

: Mésciling

1 have stayed zuh osaydulai yum o 5} @
You have stayed tih osaydulai yay 2 AR A5 2]
He has stayed dai/haghah osaydulai dai TR YR 5
We have stayed moonG osaydulee you KT Hga 9
You have stayed taasay/taaso osaydulee yaast Gy [ g | ipg) S/ E
They have stayed dooi/haghooi osaydulee dee @ 5 o8 -
I have stayed zah osaydulay yum a2 o) EJ
You have stayed tuh osaydulay yay 7 43 ]
She has stayed daa/hagha osaydulay dah o4 ijs danfia A
We have stayed moonG osaydulay you & N Higa .
You have stayed taasay/taaso osaydulay yaast Cuals [ 12 s/ il g
They have stayed doot/haghooi osaydulay dee g2 RSN -

Notel: In Southwestern dialect (osaydulee - gj-‘-euﬁ ) is used for both masculine and faminin plurals.
Note2: To make the past participle of the verbs with (kaydul - J%S), change (kaydul ) to (sho - 54 plus (ai - &, ee — &, ay — 8 ).
e.g.: (to become tired — steRai kaydul — JNS (5 i)

I have become tired.

zuh steRai shuwai ynm.

53 (5 0]




b. Transitive verbs: Past Participle + TO BE (Present tense) - conjugated based on the gender and number of the direct object.

e.g.: The Present Perfect of (to buy - akheestul — Jiwsdl),
o rangliterati
bject) has/h . o L
S c‘)lolg.ec ) has/have bought a (subject) + kitaab akheestai dai. L R FPTTEEN | s m. s. “
b ‘ ' 02
ject) has/h t . . ‘ -
1(35:013 Se ct) has/have bough (subject) + kitaaboonh akheestee dee. @9 Lr"““n‘ 44 _9-_1\-35 m. pl. @2
) i = 7 T
(subject) has/have bought a . . . - “’u
Hotebook. (subject) + kitaabchah akheestay dah. o4 LN f.s. e
bject) has/have bough (it ‘ el sl
ject t . . -
Sc‘)lteljjgf)lz s asihave boug (subject) + kitaabchay akheestay dee. | (g4 L}_}_‘,\js f.pl. s
: - ' T

Notel: In Southwestern dialect (akheestee - g-’we—&\ Y is used for both masculine and faminin plurals.

Note2: (akheestulai — il ) is also used instead of (akheestai - ia) ). Omission of J is common with many verbs.

Note3: To make the past participle of the verbs with (kawul — J$S), change (kawul ) to (keR - SS) plus (ai — 5, ee — 15, ay — ¢ ) in
accordance with the gender and number of the direct object. e.g.: (to work — kaar kawul — Jss US)

L You have done a lot of work. ‘ taa Dayr kaar kuRai dai. ‘ sl ot J

4.9: Past Perfect el (N o |
| past Perfect is used for an action that continued to occur until a moment in the past. The Past Perfect is formed by the Past Participle
of a verb plus the verb TO BE (Past tense). Please refer to the chart number 4.8 for the formation of the past participle.

a. Intransitive verbs: Past Participle + TO BE (Past tense) - conjugated based on the gender and number of the subject.

— osaydulai ARTIRY m. S.

The verb
TO BE osaydulee gh.zw j\ m. pL
(Past tense) + osaydulay sl | Esdpl

reserTernseyTome Past Participle of a verb. e.g

Add the vero TU DIx
LR asciiling
I had stayed . zuh osaydulai wum 23 [E,,
You had stayed tuh osaydulai way X (i gl 5
He had stayed dai/haghah osaydulai wuh/wo KYAX Azh/ g 5
We had stayed moonG osaydulee woo Y} Hga -
You had stayed taasay/taaso osaydulee wei/waast Cual g/ 59| (pas) Sl ol :E:
They had stayed dooi/haghooi osaydulee woolwuh 63/ 33 SR [59 .
1 had stayed zuh osaydulai wum 29 ) @
You had stayed tuh osaydulai way 53 A3 2
She had stayed dai/haghah osaydulai wah Y] (_PAJ..u.uj A /iy g -
We had stayed moonG osaydulee woo 338 * Hoa g
You had stayed taasay/taaso osaydulee wei/waast LML YETY ylﬂ/gut} 5‘
They had stayed dooi/haghooi osaydulee way 59 G588 fia 9 -

Notel: In Southwestern dialect (osaydulee - gh-y—"ﬁ ) is used for both masculine and faminin plurals.

Note2: To make the past participle of the verbs with (kaydul ~ J2£), change (kaydul ) to (sho - 54 plus (ai - 8, ee -, ay — &6 ).
e.g.: (to become tired — stuRai kaydul — JUS (g Pe) P
I had become tired. _ zuh stuRai shuwai wum, 23 (55 S 0




| b. Transitive verbs (Past Perfect): Past Participle + TO BE (Past tense) - conjugated based on the gender and number of the
direct object. e.g.: The Past Perfect of (to buy - akheestul - Jiwidl),

Transliteration s L Past | Bxample | Direct | g
Ve ToBeVeb | wiciplel| ™ | Object| -iRubect
. ) . - Lq
(subject) had bought a book. |(subject) + kitaab akheestai wuh/wu. 5/058 | Sedl s m.s. 4
(sub kitaab >
. ject) + kit h
(subject) had bought books. /qu‘;fc ) aaboonh akheestee woo 05/38 | ) | Ad 558 | m. pl. ‘i:
subject) had bought . . - ' :
Elote’g)oolz. ughta (subject) + kitaabchah akheestay wah. X Aalis | fs. j::
B - ..:. ! . ] gr“u/}“u
subject) had bought . .
ﬁotei])oolzs & (subject) + kitaabchay akheestay way. 3 S | fipl. 6o
: : ‘ i G A

Notel: In Southwestern dialect (akheestee - (s ) is used for both masculine and faminin plurals.
Note2: (akheestulai — (-1 ) is also used instead of (akheestai - a3l ), Omission of d is common with many verbs.
Note3: To make the past participle of the verbs with (kawul - Js2), change (kawul ) to (keR - 25 ) plus (al — &, ee ~ 5, ay — ¢ ) in
accordance with gender and number of the direct object. e.g.: (to work — kaar kawul — J3S JS)
l You have worked a lot. l taa Dayr kaar kuRai dai. l R eSS ol l

4.10: Imperative ' Ay yal
An Imperative sentence is a request or command for an action to be performed.

a. Direct Commands: In Pashto, different endings are used to 2™ person singular 4 and 2" person plural /singular formal (et 5.
a-1. Regular verbs:

et s Imperfective i E e i Perfective t A it s v T Infinitive
y N leekah . Asl ) wuleekah Asalg 20 g, s
eep writing write 2
P leekei S wuleekei S | 2% pl/s.form
to make something zghulawah 2552 |0 make wuzghelawah o sixd g 2" s. J sk
running zghulawei TXAES something run wuzghelawei 1551338 g | 2% pl./s.form
a-2. Irregular verbs: .
© o Imperfective .ot e L e Pepfective b iy s e To e Infinitive’
. wlaaR shah i Ny 2" m.s.
zah 43 p d
. wlaaRah shah A o Ny 2" fs. N
keep going g0 ) % od Js
) : . wlaaR shei L Y 2% m.pl/s.form
zel ¢
“ wlaaRay shei it s Y 2% £ pl./s.form
) raa zah , AA raa shah A&y 2™ mifs. )
keep coming - come - » - — Ja
raa zei A raa shei g 2" m/f pl./s.form

Notel: For Negative command forms (2™ person), use the particle (muh — 4« ) before the imperfective form of command. e.g:
\Bon’t g0 ‘muh zei / meh zah l E YRS 4—@] lDon’t write lmuh leekei/muh leekah l (Sl da [ AS) A

Note2: A polite command is formed by adding the word/phrase, e.g.: (please—lutfan—w) at the beginning of a command form.
ﬁease keep coming \lutfan raazei ‘ . Al t-&% \Please come \1utfan raashei ! sl (adal
Other polite phrases are: (please - merabaanee wukRei - 8059 (%4 ), (pardon me — wu baxhei — (a9, etc.

b. Indirect Commands (Regular verbs): In Pashto, indirect commands are used to direct a 3™ person/party through a 2%
persor/party. This is similar to sentences, such as: “Have him come.” or “Let him come.” The particle (day — (52 ) is used in the
second position of the sentence. Verbs are conjugated based on the third person.

a-1. Regular verbs:

.Imperfective : . . -Perfective | Infinitive
Let him/her/it/them khat day <l eakd Let him/her/it/them khat day ¢ de aakd
keep writing the letter | weleekee ks write the letter weleekee i .
Let him/her/it/them aas day B4 o3 .l Let him/her/it/them aas day . s 3 ond 54
keep running the horse zghelawee ¢ ¢ o run the horse wezghelawee ‘é‘ﬂu 9 e d




a-2. Ifregular verbs:

s Tmperfectiver s e L sl

N

I b poesn aeen s Perfective it e o i Infinitive
Let him/her/it/them keep going zee day @ u-“ Let him/her/it/them go |wlaaR day shee L,a-'u TR A JU
. . . « ( |Let him/her/it/them . -
Let him/her/it/them keep coming {raazee day g A come raa day shee ey JE
Notel: The particl (day — 5= ) is spelled as (dee — <52 ) in the Southwestern dialect.
a-3, Negative Indirect Commands: Use the particle (nuh — 43 before the imperfective form of command. e.g.:
Regular Verbs: Irregular Verbs:
Have him/her/it/them s 71 | Have him/her/it/them . .
1150t run the horse aas day nuh zghelawee | (5535 43 (g3 L ot come nuh day raa zee Ao dd
4.11: Passive Voice MIEN Y ESS

The Passive voice is used when the agent (doer) of the action is not emphasized, Passive voice sentences must have a direct object,
thus the verb can only be transitive. In Pashto, the agent (doer) is often omitted. Most Passive voice verbs are made from the active

voice verbs by changing the (kawul-d&f\) to (kaydul-JS) or (wul-d$) to (ydul-d-\;I ).Here are some verbs in active & pass

J A ive voice:
LA ctive Voice (Infinitives) v “Passive Voice' (Infinitives) &7 il F v i
to reconcile pukhla kawul J3S St to be reconciled pukhla kaydul Jas May
to speak / talk khaberay kawul J$S (s | to be spoken khaberay kaydul JUS s
to draw rasmawul J g to be drawn .- rasmaydul Jdai )
to make happy khushaalawul Jsibdi sal to become happy khoshaalaydul b ga
to use istemaalawul Jsibaxiad| to be used istemaalaydul Jadlazioi
to make / fix joRawul . Jea92|to be made / fixed joRaydul BAYETEN
to cook pakhawul J$5al to be cooked pakhaydul Jady
to burn swazawul J53 s to be burnt swazaydul JNA g
to sell khartsawul dgi)a to be sold khartsaydul JA;LS A
to make old zaRawul Js1)f to become old zaRaydul Juy)

The above infinitives need to be conjugated differently in Imperfective and Perfective aspects. For Imperfective, conjugate the
infinitives based on the rules of “kaydul/yadul - JuS 7 Ja, For Perfective, replace “kaydul/yadul — JAS /7 Ja with “become -

shwul — J$%” and conjugate it using the personal endings. Conjugation of (kaydul/shwul) in different tenses:
" - Passive Voice (Imperfective) *: - Al s it i Passive Voice (Perfective) i e nt
The book is kitaab leekel 1< | The book may be kitaab xhaayee B 08 o ba ilis
being written. kayGee gats g written. wuleekel shee EHOFI
The book will | kitaab bah leekel ' -1 The book will be kitaab bah . .
a8 sl Ay lis . 4y e
be being written. | kayGee gt A written. wuleekel shee hdsbhg
The book was | kitaab leekel . . kitaab wuleekel .
28 Uis % (i
being written. kaydeh 238 J&3l S The book was writien. sho 4 Sl @
Notel: No Imperfective form for Present and Past Perfect. | The book has been kitaab leekel s . e
Note2: The verb infinitives, e.g.(leekel — JS4) are written. shewai dai 6 sy IS
sometimes conjugated based on the number and gender of The book had been Kitaab lockel .
the object. e.g.: S uls—,'-‘ s written. shewai wo 29 /9 s JSd QLS

4.12: Subjunctive Mood

Culla L_,.AU:\J\

Subjuntive mood is used to indicate that there is an uncertainty of an event taking place. More specially, it is used 1o express:

a. Possiblitites: (it’s possible-kaydai shee — % )45, imkaan laree-s A (Ml maybe-shaayad-aba , xhayee-24% , God willing-
inshaalah-4uiL&d), b. Necessities/Responsibilities: (should/must-baayad-4b, necessary-laazemah-4aj¥ certainly-Hatman-tais ),

¢. Wishes/Desires: (hope-omaid-2! , heelah-4k , (I) wish-kaashkay-/~4<), e. Questions/Inquiries with should/must-bayad-&\
e. Permissions:(May I-ijaazah dah-s2 o3, could I-’kawnlai shum-a& 158 ) f. Warnings: (to be cautious/careful-iHteyaat kawul-
Jss blsisl | to be deligent-zeyaar eestul-Uimal Ju , to try-hatsah kawul-dsS 434 , koxhexh kawul-Jss oS ),

g. Conditional Clauses: (If-keh-43 , then-no-.% ). Note: The Perfective form of the verbs is used in the Subjunctive mood.

chay wlaaR shay.

It is possible that [kaydai shee chay 5 5 oag| |With whom shouldT | luh chaa sarah e o
I (will) come. |darshum. PP R e G oy wlaaR shum? Tosds g 0l
zuh baayad wlaaR . . taaso kawulai shei > i (AsS sl
ot Ll 3
1 should go. shum. 4 M b 05 | You maylcould go. chay wlaaR shei. L 3
. Y ..
I hope you come. Ex::iliix‘}arum chay .;_,,—@U o> e.)-‘ 4l | 1 Try to go. koxhaxh wukRah B2 ofs ~9§

s




¢. Conditional Clause: maazee shartiah ‘\-.:‘-L' s
- e Conditional: Clause (Imperfective) i

oy ¢(Petfective Ll
If you are keh the raazay no ; If you come will - |keh th h Ay A (o) (0 435 48
coming then | Y RSB PEPELEX b y - wi ; \ be alr]aatsl ay (no) 3 A (&) 2l 5
come. . | {be good. xhe shee. e
Igfoﬁ); tvhv:;elet keh the tlay (no) 43 L (59) L4348 fyougoIwill  |keh the wlaaRay, (no) Qo) (sl esdiAs
maa tah wuwaayah. Al s 9] get angry. zeh bah khafah shum. % A8
me know. : P
If you have not keh day DoDei neh wee 4
45
had your meal, khwaRelay (no) raa tah a4 L*s‘i:; Wi .
No I fective £ then tell me. wu waayah. | Al A (&) Hass
o Imperfective form .-
P If L had worked  |keh maa koxhexh keRai | 5'5 s uS UsusS La A8
hard so I would | waai (no) baryaalai A s b (8
have passed. shuwai bah waai. el
5. ADVERBS 252

Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs.The adverbs are divided into different groups.
5.1: Adverbs of Time: 2 J4= 9l Jlaj 2

MS Ll
continuously | pur lah pesay | (s 4] L falways E?é?:g;ul f?/d') now oS gl
forever tur tulah 45 4 |never haytskalah ‘US-&,'\A today nun oY)
once yaw zul J& &2 Puptonow tur osah Auigl 33 [yesterday paroon 48
A.J 3
. 4l 45 fateach shaybah puh ) ‘\-‘-U-ﬂv .t L
sometimes kalah kalah moment shaybah . M tOMOITOW saba X
puh waar solsd the day b h
3 . y before |paroonnah| , ..
repeatedly waar/ . . “1quickly puh bayRah oy Al oo A Qe
P puh karato J“L)S A‘:‘ / o yesterday bul paroon d d
before/ at an | hid . the day after saba nah bul .
earlier time | PHWAd by tomorrow saba biaa g 4 s
5.2: Adverbs of Place: 4 ¢S by sla
AG 4%y
every where | har charay GJJ-:- above / up poortah i here dultah
where chayray G | far layray i | there haltah 4aln
behind /after | wroostah dig )9 | near neGday 4 | under laanday ZENY
before wRaanday | ilg | this side day khwaa Is5 4] over/on baanday EEs
5.3: Adverbs of Quantity: 28 (g )la8e
{_s> thow much / how T e
greatly khoraa many tsoomrah much / more {Dayr
completely baykhee (= this much doomrah | »_agdffew/ less leG B
- v
much / more / many / zyaat Y that much hoomrah | °* 54 |50 much/ bay andaazay @l
excess / most unmeasure
5.4: Adverbs of Action: 8 e 2 .
like this [daasay (edfsuddenly | naatsaapah 4Ufstrongly  |Puh klakah AsIS 4y
quickly |puh chaTakei sarah/ jhur| o (/S5 44/ 5| how tsengah 4s3Adslowly WrIo 329
5.5: Adverbs of Cause: af ale
what for du tsuh lupaarah ok 45 afbecause of luh sababah davu Alwhy  |walay (A3
for this sake | puh day khaater Jhld g3 4y because of luh amalah 4la) ddibecause|zukah ASA




6. PREPOSITIONS

GIF Al
Tell me something ahout your Adlsg AR o S ol Ay )98 LA 3| pub Daarah ki L
family. : s - (S ook 4y
The book is on the table. (Y g e g QUS| IwaR / baandi / pur a8 exl/
Ahmad went to Kabul with his oA QS o s g S daat|sarah ‘ '
brother. b i
My father is setting among his R Sl S Al Ay sdg g Sl b tur mainz / puh mainz ki L. . .
brothers. ot ? Sy ta i i/ (S e 4y
There are mountains around L6 A3 Al g & 1 ea sL& &l ya 3| shaa wu khwaa . .
Herat. - 0T loa g Ld
My brother is not at home today. AL u‘ 288 A:, Cr 50 Lay|puh .. ki/ puh ... kxhi L;""‘S 4_3/‘;5 A
You go ahead (of me/us). er‘ QS\_;_., gl wRaandi / mukhki ‘\SJJLU /C#S‘i‘
There is a big market behind our | | 03 Gu€ jla (5 93 g3 A5 L& 495 3 i g j|Shaa tah 5L
house. .
The pote book is under the table. L AD gAY S A Aa i tur ... Jaandi PRY
Hameed sets next to/beside his Lo Cuald 43 SIE J\)_g (j:\:. 3 Aven |tsang tah / tsang A5 L.i.ﬁ. / SR
father. s tur tsang <3 i
I read with glasses. N ba dbuf g 4 pSie 3 53| pub waaseteh / [ Al g 4y
puh zareeazh / puh waseelah day 3 ‘LJ ] s s 4_3
[ buy ten books for the students. . el_i.i AdealiS (il o ok il JSU& 3 o3 1apaarah/du paarah/puh khaatur sl d/e /o Ll
Despite his hunger, he didn’eat. B899 ph (2 Lo g4 $d 43 o_yw|luh day sarah/ ./°~)“; 6 :u
T <+ |sarah du day/ ‘
843331 sarah luh day S
' g3 A oy
Ahmad went three times to Kabul 388 o aa Ay, tdilaa } | puh modah k .
By (il s 3 daa [puh mo ay
during one month. ¢ 5 g:j-! . C',.S 04 ga Ay
Agdd Al g
It takes one day to go from Kabul CJ3 054 I AS IS a3 d—.’\-s 4l{luh .... tsukhah / luh .... nah

to Peshawar.

el

LEC SRR YR IR

They have maney trees inside the

O A e S AT Ay 83 50

danunah

house. _ 4134
This man looks like my brother. QJ&“ ,Juid 2925 L) ASd (o pw 423 | pub shaan / lakah Ol 4 /4]
Out garden is near the road. e L;.\j_] AT S EL' 93 5 )| nuzday/ nuGday/ nujhday @3 J g )szjj
My brother’s home is in Herat. rx u_g Sla A S ygug e L;.J du ' — 3
How ( through which way) can I Caidigd oY asS AL AD i |luh laaray
get to your home? 760 e (,SJ\J Al
1t is 100 miles till Jalalabad city. Y Adsa e o se b 030 Dl At poray

| TR o BI8F we F
I am going to nengrahar tomorrow. 2 A oy S8 L o jitub 43
Don’t take this medicine without LosA Aa gl Al lgadcalbay luh
water. HI e S 44 (s
Come back after three hours. el Al s gie b gy yd A s |pas g
What do you do after lunch? 1668 A8 A g )9 a9 A L:‘“J; 3 |wroostah A:MJJ;
My father works in the garden. NTE YL oS/ A &L, Ay e St lohi/ki WS/ S
Ahmad went to bazaar with his .4\23 A4 e sy LSP 3 daad|du ...sarah '
brother. ) P e
Some books are under the table. Lgd Ad) e eady e i glis u_u_; tur ...laandi (5_:3\,1 A
There is a large village behind this Cag u_!s w3 g Ld o 45 2 [tur...shaa
mountain. N ) . a0

7L

There is a happiness after everey . Lagd o i A | du pasay '
hardship. 69 AR oy @A (e e 2
He has put many fruits in front of (5548 (S M (5D Ay S g3 3 4z |du ....pub makhki / LS
his store. PR EA ' 7 U JJ - || du....puh maknki [ 5 “'3" @ Ag L
He thanked every body before 4iia dAS slod s g dda 43 & i|du... damukhah FEOYIE
anything else. 558 tur damukhah Aiay o
My friend went from Heart to A3 S A3E G Al g § 4| du...tsakhah .
Kabul yesterday. ) A wﬁdﬁj e / A5

I am taking a car from my brother.

S e dd jos A d

du ... nah




art 2 (Pashto Grammar Overview)
. NOUNS patats

ouns are names for people, places, and things.

People: | father | plaar k| boy | halek Sy
Places: Kabu! | kaabel JS|house | koar 285
Animals: |sheep | peseh duglcow | ghwaa &
Things: [desk | mayz Jualcar moTar JHsa
Ideas: pride | ghuroor | & funity | yauwalai | 2l g

.1: Gender and number of Nouns:
louns in Pashto have gender (masculine or feminine), number
singular or plural), and case (direct or oblique/indirect).

. Masculine Nouns:

Jenerally, nouns that end with consonants are masculine. Nouns
hat end with letters below are also considered masculine:

soft yay (ai - <5 ), hard yay (ee - ¢ ), soft wah (wah- ), hard wah
woo- 3 ), soundless (hah- ¢ ):

Examples
boy / hand halek / laas Sy /o
man / sheep saRai / worai IR YATEY
dry-cleaner / men |dobee/ saRee 298 gy
harvest/ gap lau / kanDau ) T/ Tgis
palaw / container |chaaqoo / patoo Bl / 5
sheep / heart Pesseh / zZReh At [ 54)

Exceptions to Masculine Nouns: Nouns ending with ai - , ee -
s, heh-o , and masculine-gender though ending with vowels are
masculine:

dry cleaner | dobee T man saRai | gy
barber | naayee | (<SY2) U clay pot | mangai | Sia
uncle akaa LY sheep pesseh A
father abaa Ll crew | kaargheh | 42 J‘:S

b. Feminine Nouns: Generally, nouns that end with the letter hah
(ah - ®) and the letter yay (ei - 15 ) are feminine nouns. In addition,
nouns ending with the following letters are also considered
feminine:

hard hay (hah- »), soft hay (heh - ¢ ), alif (aa - 1Y, hard yay (ee -
), long yay (ay - ¢¢ ), feminine yay (ei-1$), long waw (0- 3),
and the letters zhay (zhah - Z ) and noon (nah - O).

1.2: Formation of Plurals (Masculine Nouns):
a. Nouns ending in consonants and designating inanimate objects take
the suffix “oonah — 43 5 in the plural.

B el

. Plural Singular
books | kitaaboonah | 4ig\iSjbook | kitaab s
pens | qalamoonah | 4is«B8ipen | qalam ol
b. Animate objects take the suffix “aan ~ (" in the plural
Plural Singular
boys halekaan Osda | boy halek Sda
camels {ooxhaan Ot § camel | ooxh gl
c. Nouns that end with vowels, take the suffix “gaan— S :
Plural Singular
old men {babaagaan ¢S Llj grandfather | babaa L
knives |chaaqoogaanm | (S silalknife chaagi 33‘-}

d. Changing the ending “yai ~ (s ““ to “‘yee — (5 ** or sometimes to

“yaan — (L * as:

Plural Singular
men saRee @y | man | saRai (5 -
youth zalmee ) | youth | zalmai s
men saRyaan Qbiyw | man | saRai Gy
youngs |zalmyaan | (\wd) | young | zalmai )
e. One syllable nouns take “eh — » * in plural
Plural Singular

donkeys khreh ¢33 | donkey | khar A
guilty (plural) pReh o | guilty peR Y

1.3: Formation of Plurals (Feminine Nouns):

a. By changing the last letter of the feminine nouns “ah-2* to “ay-¢*.

Examples
woman / earth xhezah / mzekah AAL [ ASAa
mouth / knife kholeh / chaaReh Adsa /o o
back / cow shaa / ghwaa L/ s
brotherhood / friendship | wroree / dostee 80303 [ =93
bride / girlfriend naaway / malgeray ssE/ s Sl
dog (f) / window spei / keRkei s [ oS S
cradle / monkey zaango / beezo 3551/ am
| comb / handmill gemanzh / maychen felay [ O

Exceptions to Feminine Nouns: The following nouns are

feminine though they end with a consonant:

Plural - Singular
apples |malNay (s<|apple maNah Ala
women |xhezay (£ | woman xhezah ASl
b. By adding “way — 55" (mainly in SW) or “gaanay — & (mainly
in Eastern D.) to the feminine nouns that end in “aa —~ b ei—ws™
Plural . Singular
L .
backs |0aaway / /Q.SJ . |back |shaa L
shaa gdanay L;JLS 9
. raNaaway / / (ﬁJUJ . .
lights | \om paanay S8, light |raNaa Ly
. R .
cows | 2Naaway / /"'.9‘9 ‘59 cow |ghwaa | 1s&
ghwaa gaanay gs_,Ls je
kurtei / RPSE : .
coats Kurtei gaanay Q,.JLG. LSS coat |kurtei IS
marmei / / Ea .
bullets marmei gaanay L:}Lq e bullet jmarmei | (s

comb Gumanz

needle

sten

c. By replacing the last letter “yei —s* of the feminine nouns to

“yaanay — (=% *, such as:

iy e
leather  |tsarman Crasalelbow  ftsangal Jsas
cloud wrayz {05 month mayaasht | Cudlia
way laar NYjday wraz (@Y,

Plural Singular
females female
from kaabelyaanay | (S | from | kaabelei | (S
Kabul Kabul




d. By adding “yanday — Lgi\:v“ or “anday — (g3 to the end of real || e. By changing the “yee — s to “yei— 15
feminine nouns. , " Plural Singular
Plural - Singular
- 1 b i 3L | pt ‘U
mothers mainday (¢3a) mother | mor BE) plays aazel il R baazee IR
| sisters khwainday (s 93| sister kho S

1.4: Mass (non-countable) nouns: The following nouns are non-countable nouns and they are treated as:

a. Masculine b. Feminine
CPlural . tep e vcSingularsc e ) pe s o Plaral o A Singular

wheat ghanem | i | cream | payrewal | (59 4 water | owbeh | 4agl | coffee | kaafee L_,ALS

oil ghwaRee | 1 tea chaai L;b_.. _ rice | wreejay (e>)3 | sugar boorah 65
corn jwaar e rain baaraan Sk gipsum| gach &= salt | maalgah | 4Ula
flour owReh | o4 snow | waawrah | o4l

frosted nuts nuqol Jas air hawaa )

grass waaxheh | 4y sleet Galei e

Exceptions: “rain — baraan — 01Uk “ and “snow ~ waawrah — 0813 “ also take plural forms: “4i8il )k “ and *“¢J3)9 ** when referring
to the frequency of the events: (Last year it rained and snowed a lot = many times — tayr kaal Dayr baraanoonah aw waawray

weorayday — 0309 $o9l9 8 Asiib e JS )

1.5: Indirect/Oblique form of Nouns: Nouns in Pashto take the indirect/oblique form if:
o A preposition is used with a noun. (i.e., when talking about the noun 1nd1rect1y )
Indirect/Oblique Singular . = : Direct Singular

Tell the man. saRee tah wewaayah .‘\,,\\33 43 gy | Thisisaman. |daasaRaidai. |.gd g pald
The color of the room is green. |de koTay rang sheen dai. | .59 (i S (95 3 | This is aroom. |daa koTah dah. LA 6S 1

Exception: Most nouns will not change to indirect/oblique form with the preposition “in/at ~ peh ... kay — (5 ... 42 *

HI am in the room. zeh peh koTah kay yim. | SRS A ﬂ This is a room. |daa koTah dah. l 03 435S \A‘
» A noun is used as a subject with a transitive verb in the past tense

Indirect/Oblique Singular . - - : " Direct-Singular
The man wrote a book. [saRee kitaab weleek. | .Sy QS (5 yw | The man writes a book. |saRai kitaab leekee. |, Sl GUS (g g
The woman said. xhezay wewayel. By (= | The woman says. xhezah waayee. _L_,,,ﬂ 5 A

a. Formationa of Indirect / Oblique form (Masculine nouns): Generally, singular nouns that end with consonants have the same form in
indirect/oblique singular case. Singular nouns that end with the letter yai (yay - 5 ) changes to indirect/oblique form by replacing the yai (yay - (5 ) to yee
(yay - <5 ). To form plural indirect/oblique nouns, the letter o (waw - 3) replaces the last letter of the plural noun, such as:

Indirect/Oblique.Pluralé:-{ - DirectPlural -, |:Indirect/:Oblique Singular’ . Direct Singular
mayzoono S5 | tables mayzoonah 4d g | mayz w4 | table | mayz Ja
saRo S | men saRee Gy | saRee Q= | man saRai 6y
largo S A | sticks largee S | largee S | stick | largai S

Exception: Some nouns that end with (nah — O) change to indirect/oblique form as follows:
{paxhtano [ Sl I Pashtoons ! paxhtaneh | 4iliiy | paxhtaneh l Mﬂu-,n] Pashtoon | paxhtoon

b. Formationa of Indirect / Oblique form (Feminine Nouns)

Plural Oblique |- Singular Oblique: = - - Plural-. - S : Singular
koTo 9% |koTay (25 rooms koTay (=SS room koTah 4368
xhezo 334 |xhezay (e women |{xhezay (e woman xhezah ASly
jhebo %5 |jhebay 2 tongues |jhebay q-:j tongue jhebah 445




2. PRONQOUNS ik Object Pronouns
Group 1 Group 2
‘PI‘OHOLHS are nouliloiubstltutes and taéc:otl?e places of noxix;sl = (Strong Object Pronouns) (Weak object pronouns)
Noun s s S me maa Aa may e
halek kitaab lailaa you taa R day L
He It. She he dai . 9
Pronoun Azy [ 14 Ay JASa/ Axy [ 14 ot ] H — -
haghah / daa | haghah/ daghah/daa | haghah / daa L aa Sy vy e
he — she — it hachah |~ -~ d%a v
2.1: Personal Pronouns  ibaa el (out of sight) i o
a. Subject pronouns sbaa Jold us moonG | . mo 44
- Group 1-a (Direct): These pronouns can be used independently you taasay | gaald / puld
without being attached to any other words. dooi / [ 5.9
- Group 1-b (Indirect/Oblique form): These pronouns are them daghooi st
considered subject pronouns when used with transitive verbs in the them : GJiA — yay (s
. . | ,
past tense, (to emphasize the subject.) (out of sight) haghooi

- Group 2 (Weak pronouns): These pronouns are used as subject
pronouns only with transitive verbs in the past tense to emphasize
the the direct object of the sentence. It often takes the second
position in a sentence.

Example:
I see Ahmad. zeh aHmad weenam. .9 2aal 0 |Group 1-a
maa aHmad weleed. 4 5 Seal La |Group 1-b
I saw Ahmad.
aHmad may weleed. g o daal |Group 2
GI'QUP 1-b Group 2
Group 1-a (Direct) (Indirect/Oblique - (Weak
form of 1-a) pronouns)
I zeh 5.) maa | +ba .| may
Yog (Thou) teh Ad taa i
(inf. 5.)
He dai L deh
She -1t daa fa day
He-She—IL} . ohah FEY.) hagheh
(out of sight) = haghay
We moonG| i
You taasay/ | gl / oild mo
(frm. s/p) taaso
dooi / [ 33 Same as Group 1-a
ey daghooi| g yay
They . &5
(out of sight) haghooi

b. Object Pronouns ‘=l (Jsaia

- Group 1 (Strong Object Pronouns): These pronouns are used as
object pronouns in the present and future tenses. They emphasize
the direct object (the pronouns themselves).

- Group 2 (Weak Object Pronouns): These pronouns are used to
EOIDhAS ; the subject (doer) or the indirect object in a sentence.

T ese pronouns usually take the second place/segment in a sentence.

Example;
Afmad tak aHmad maa beyaayee. s B8 deal
e P may beyaayee. Lt o an)

- Group 3 (Strong Object Pronouns in Oblique form): The
subject pronouns (Group 1-b) become object pronouns when a
reposition / postposition is used with the pronoun.

Group 3 Examples
(Strong Object Pronouns in Oblique
form)
me maa sk to me CAG LA
you taa | o G with you b L37Ad
him deh Ved onhim | gxbiod p!
her day |:ooqgd on her gl g Ay
him AR G ‘owwiﬁ
(out of sight) hagheh |- o with him. | © .
her Lo | without o 44
(out of sight) haghay gﬂ her Qf"é’ L
us moonG | “yiga -} afterus ' ): 5 dd
you taasay |guld /bl | before you [Adad sudld [ bl -
dooi/ |-, : P
=Ry 3 -
them | o] 8527538 ofthem | s s
Them oo gcgka [ from CARR gerh Al
(out of sight) haghooi|. - them

Exceptions: Some preposmonal phrases such as (about — S s 4y,
in front of — (S & 43, etc.) are not used with object pronouns.
Instead, possessive pronouns, such as (my - LJ, your - B, etc.) are
used.

c. Directional Pronouns: These pronouns demonstrate the
direction of an action. They are used with certain verbs (to go- J5,
to give - JsS,3, to bring - J1sly, etc.) or prepositions (to - 43, with -

8w, from — 43474, etc.)
N G R
(Their place)

2™ Person
(Your place)

Directional Pronouns
Bring the book to me. |kitaab raawRah. gl s raa 1
He tells me. haghah raatah waayee. | g A0 Ay
Tbring the ook 1015, darwRenn. a9 plis SL
you. dartah waayam 1943 3 dar
I tell you. ’ 3D
1 bring the book to . wlig B
himbertherit. | WAWRem. “"“U‘” o war
] tell him/her/themiit. | Y £ 05




d: Demonstrative Pronouns

s g LA Oblique of “khpel - J: “:
[
s Remote Proximate Go to your own tent. | khpelay khaymay ad . . .
- . 3 Al e dD el LA
that | haghah | A&k | this (he/she/it) | daa/daghah | 1a/483 (£:5) tah wlaaR shah. veE
. ‘ ) Write in your own pf)’h khpelo . .
those | hagho | %% these daa/dagho | 13/ &2 notebooks. (£-pl) kitaabcho kay LS S ealis sha 4
) weleekei. o
- . - Come with your de khpelo malgero -
Remote (Inflected/Oblique) Proximate (Inflected / Oblique) own friends. (m-pl) |sarah raashah. AL 0y g% da slo
that (m hagheh Azx | this (m dagheh AC ) .
m £ — . (m) e Cme Note: The possessive pronoun can not be omitted when (khpel -
that (f) haghay | (A& | this(f) | day/daghay | (53/ =2 Jid ) is used with demonstrative pronouns, (daa -3, etc.)
those haghooi | s.s& | these dagho 582 gct)x;skls my own 54 wilas d,p. Laila] Lo ealis (LA e
This is a ﬂ?tebOOk- daghah kftabCha dah. 04 Al ‘\f“‘ f. Reflexive Pronouns  _dad (Sl
Look at this daghay kitabchay tah 50555 A0 (9SS0 Reflexive pronouns are used when a person or thing acts upon itself.
notebook. wegorei. i . -
my/your/our/them/him/her/it peh khpalah 14
] . If (sel T
e. Possessive Pronouns  Jdad Sla self (selves)
Example:
Pcssesswe pronouns show possession. —
pili (Strong Possessive pronouns): These pronouns are used to Tamdoingitby |zeh yay pakhpelah asSAldy o)
¢ the possession/ownership. myself. kawom. :
p‘f (Weak possessive pronouns): These pronouns are used to . .
¢ the object in a sentence. These pronouns usually take the g- Indefinite Pronouns S o
second place/segment in a sentence Indefinite progoups substitute for un]qlgw:} things.
Group 1 Group 2 nglish Transliteration Pashto
(Strong Possessive Pronouns) (Weak possessive pr nouns) another one bel yaw s
my zmaa : another person/ bel tsok S
somebody else
your (inf-s) staa each one/anyone har yaw SR
your (form-s) | staaso/staasay e everyoneleverybody | har tsok Ssh A
his de deh everyone (oblique) har cha [EQgY:
her de day everything / whatever / |har tseh PR
his anything
(out of sight) de hagheh no one (oblique) haycha/ [ENEYAEN ir
}hﬁ.er. de haghay hayts cha . _
(out of sight) no one / nobody haytsok / Seda ) SA
our zmoonG hayts tsok
staaso nothing hayts &m
your nothing else nor hayts Tt s
(frm-s. pO staasay others nor tsok Seh s
. de dooi/ "
. some zeena LA
their de daghoot i T
e someone / somebody  |{(yaw) tsok <S> (52)
elir H s p F3
(out of sight) de haghooi something / anything  |tseh TES
- something else / nor tseh PR
zemaa kitaab rakRah. some m oge ad
Give me my book. - ‘
kitaab may raakRah. which one koom yaw 5 a8
* Other words to express ownership. somebody/anybody koom tsok S 9A ags
m-s/pl khpal B Examples:
y own f-s khpalah AbLa Give me another |bel yaw raakRah. o8y ed
o ) :
< obli g Khoala 1.3 one. ‘
self f-s oblique / -pl paiay h Evereyone said har chaa yaw tseh T EENNTRENS'
ro/f — pl. oblique khpelo S something. wewayel. .
Examples: No one is coming. |haystok ne: raazef:.‘7 N ,)3 ‘\4 L..S 9h
» .y s ‘What else do you |nor tseh ghwaaRee? ¢ 45 )8
;ggsteo. my OWRl |6 khpel kor tah zem. pa A I8 d;.‘i o) want? 4 Dorlseh g ==
Istudy my own |zeh khpel darsoonah (J o) Ad g i 0 Do you want nor tseh ghwaaRee? 7S] S da
lessons Iwalem. . : anything else? "
Take your own | khpelah kitaabchah day Ala)g 4.94\35 A.!::a, T want nothing mor hayts ieh .;ubf- D s
notebook. waakhlah. g - else. ghwaaRem.
Clean your own |khpelay koTay mo paakay LRGP (o Someone is koom tsok raazee. S SeA ass
rooms. kRei. RS coming. )




Al
Relative pronouns have a connective function in a sentence. The interrogative pronouns, such as “what — tseh ~ 43 | who-tsok--S 4, etc.”
combined with particle “that - chay — > “form relative pronouns.

. Relative Pronouns

English Transliteration Examples Relative Pronouns

Do as much as you can. tsoomrah chay kawelai shay we yay kRah, B WP lé“i‘ s > 5_ra g5 > 505
Eat ag much as you can. hoomrah chay khwaRai shay we yay khorah. o5 =33 ‘;d: BLES > a9k # e MJS;

domrah chay zeh kaar kawom teh yay neh < ’ (>0 gkh [ 04
You do not work as much as|kaway. IR LS (s A0 PR US e o}, X
I do. ' e N A
\Whoever wants can leave. |tsok chay ghwaaRee wlaaR day shee. i g Ny alss > S 35, o> S T
[ will be here till you come |(ter) tso chay teh raazay zeh bah deltah yim. 2 4:;54 4_‘ 0 ‘;;\; A3 > Js ( Jj) > ;3 ( ﬂ)
You reap what you sow. tseh chay karay haghah bah raybay. e 4y dak (5:)5 2 FES : > FES
I will do what you say. tseh rangah chay teh waayay haghasay bah -6453 il Af“""‘h g_-:-‘U 4_-,’@ “-51*-’)5 - ‘\1-1)5- / 7;1 .
Since/As I am sick I cannot | WekRem. . (a4 S i f g i . 4SS A :
20 to work today. tseh rangah chay zeh naarogh yim nen kaar . - e

tah neh shem raatlai.
1 will go when you come  |(kalah) chay teh raashay zeh bah wlaaR 4 y, )y 4

shem. £ SLARES L b4 T (‘US) =P (’US)
Whoever said it did it. chaa chay tseh wewayel haghah yay wekRel. WJuSs s 4 JigyAa o L (s> L
This is the book which you |daa haghah kitaab dai koom chay taa 2 1y 4 wlig 4:.% \.4 * —
had given to me. raakeRai weh. 23 ¢ £ o 335 €7 oS/ o2 ‘US
* Sounthwestern dialect
3.ADJECTIVES  «dua

Adjectives describe nouns or nouns equivalents.Pashto adjectives follow the rules of nouns they modify in terms of gender, number, and
case (direct or indirect/oblique).

3.1: Gender and Number
a. Adjectives for Masculine Nouns (Singular to Plural):

a-1: Change the ending (ai - 5 ) of the singular forms to (ee - ) to make plural forms. D E—
. Examples Plural (m Singular (m)
My house is small. zmaa kor koochnai dai. L84 U"‘? 35S 39S Laj | small | koochnee (s> oS | koochnai (-
Our houses are small. zmoonG koroonah koochnee dee. . . .. T :
(S (28 AU yisa)
a-2: Many adj‘ectives that end with consonants do not change in masculine a-3: Some Exceptions:
lural. Plural Singular
QU fast | bl e | opsy | | Lt wiA ] N draandeh | ol 3 | heavy | droond | Ligye
arzaan __ |lwaR| TeeT | joR rogh | lanD | tor |kharaab| bad khwaaGeh | oulsa | sweet khoG 95
inexpensive | high | low | healthy | healthy | short | black| bad bad KaaNeh A;\S deaf KooN QJJS

b. Adjectives for Feminine Nouns (Singular to Plural): Change the masculine singular form as follows:

b-1: Adjectives that end in consonants: Generally, add (hah - ») to the end of adjectives to make feminine singular forms (sometimes,
the last vowel is dropped). Add (yay — ¢ ) for feminine plural.

Examples Plural (F) Singular (F) [ MS
PR " TR
[ havea w}ﬁte notebook. [zeh yawah spcanah. kitaabchah larem .(*.)3 A—..“-‘i-*s ‘L‘:‘-&“ LR °{ white | speenay L |speenah| AL I
I have white notebooks. [zeh dray speenay kitaabchay larem. .2 g\ “_:...IL;S (i (5 )40 ) e SR
You eye is red. staa stergah srah dah, .03 0 ot 48 Y Ui | 1ed | sTRy 5y srah
You eyes are red. staa stergay sray dee. NELNIR L;S s L
b-2: Adjectives that end in (ai —  ): Replace the last (ai — « ) with (ay — « ) to form feminine singular.
Examples Feminine Plural Feminine
Singular
Ay s siogo) .
I have a new cup. zeh yawah neway peyaalah larem. .eJS = L.5~.9" 3 J new | meway | 53 | neway | s
I have new cups. zeh dray neway peyaalay larem. oA A g si g e ; T
b-3: Some adjectives that end in (ai — s ) take (ei — ) to form feminine singular.
Examples Feminine Plural Feminine Smoular] MS
This is a small room. da koTah koochnei fiah. KL L,—*%JS “%95 la small |koochnei| (5358 | koochnei
These are small rooms. daa koTay koochnei dee. (50 ARSI S fa :




Feminine (Plural) Feminine (Singular) Masculine (Plural) Masculine (Singular)
koochnei s koochnei s koochnee asS | Small/litle koochnai s
xhkulay (S xhkulay (S xhkulee 5 | beautiful xhkulai u.&;\_w
weGay 29 weGay 593 weGee 23 hungry weGai “ dJ.
neway S neway XY newee S5 new newai & j.. -
speenay L!s_\e:u..u speenah i speen s white speen it
toray BIH torah oy tor Il black tor J:gfa
sray o srah by sreh o i red eloy g™
lanDay @ A {anDah pail lanD Al short lanD a4
roghay XY roghah AL ) rogh £3, | healthy rogh £.9
joRay A5 joRah TS joR 19 healthy joR 25
IwaRay 7ty IwaRah o IwaR a8 hight/up lwaR a9
arzaanay ss) arzaanah 430 3 arzaan aloyt b inexpensive arzaan Aot
TeeTay (o3 TeeTah AL TeeT ¥ down/low TeeT ol
kharaabay A kharaabah Al A kharaab «idA | bad/not good kharaab L,xl;é.
baday @ badah oLy bad A bad bad 4
dranday TR drandah PRYEN] draadeh sailjd | heavy droond A 5 gy
kaNay u,ss kaNah 45 kaaNeh 43S deaf kooN Gss
khwaGay TEE-S khwaGah LTS khwaaGeh | o4lea | sweet khoG 285
3.2: Adjectives in Oblique/Indirect case: Adjective forms change to agree with the Oblique/Indirect forms of nouns.
Feminine (Plural) Feminine (Singular) Masculine (Plural) Masculine (Singular)
koochneyo i 98 koochnei S koochneyo | ssia9S | Smallittle | koochnee | (s ¢S
xhkulay e xhkulay (A5 xhkulay sl beautiful xhkulee ulSw:
speeno St speenay (ot speeno P white speen u;s.,u.u
khwaGo 926 khwaGay TELE) khwaGo Sa8 sweet khwaaGeh | » 5.\l9-‘-
Note: Please refer to the NOUNS section for more information regarding the oblique form.
Examples:
iThis is a small boy. daa koochnai halek dai. I (o3 S oS |
These are the small (daa de koochneyo halekaano 3 A This is the s A H
boys’ books. kitaaboonah deg. - }:?f;\.': boys’ssbook.rnall ﬁzeiek}iit(:l(;lc)hg:f . o S S gt e
lThis is a small girl. daa koochnei njelei dah. l 03 Ao dags l
These are the daa de koochneyo njoono 51923 523 68 3 13 | This is the small  daa de koochnei L lis el daes iy
small girls’ books. | kitaaboonah dee. Lo ASgliS girl’s book. njelei kitaab dai. :

b-1. Comparative Degree: Two nouns with an adjective can be compared: In Pashto, the noun you make a comparison to is placed
“inside the 44,..A3 |, 43 | 4l or before A.

Your cup is bigger than my cup.

staa chawkei zmaa leh chawkei tsekhah loyah dah.

Lddagl AAR Jlp al e Ay U

His house is bigger than your house.

de hagheh kor staa leh kor nah loai dai.

e A S Al Ua jeSdan

His car is smaller than your car.

de hagheh moTar staa ter moTar kochnai dai.

(9 (268 sige S U g Ara

b-2. Superlative Degree: When comparing more than two nouns with an adjective, use the superlative: In Pashto, (to/of all —ter Tolo
— %55 51) is added before the adjective.

Your house is bigger than mine,
but his is the biggest.

staa chawkei zmaa leh chawkei tsekhah loyah dah,
kho de hagheh peyaalah ter Tolo loyah dah.

A 3 ga o dg gl AAR Jl AT La ) Adly Ul
LAl olgi A Ay

Your house is bigger than mine,
but his is the biggest.

staa kor zmaa leh kor nah loai dai, kho de hagheh
kor ter Tolo loai dai.

A3k 3 sA el gt Ad s Al L) s
G s S A s

His car is smaller than yours, but
your father’s car is the smallest.

de hagheh moTar staa ter moTar koochnai dai, kho
staa de plaar moTar ter Tolo koochnai dai.

T 3 53 (o130 e 8 ot i ga AR 3
53 s SN 5 se Dy




